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1.  Subject  report  la  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  by 
USACDC  In  accordance  with  paragraph  6f,  AR  1-19  and  by  USCONARC  In 
accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d,  AR  i-19.  Evaluatlona  and  cor¬ 
rective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of  re¬ 
ceipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 
appropriate  benefits  In  the  future  from  Lessons  Learned  during  current 
operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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HE/J)QUARTEfiS  1ST  INF/iNTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Frandaco  963A5. 

Unit  Identification  Codes  AB  ’ 


AVDB-T 

SUBJECT:  Opentional  Reporb-Leesone  Learned  (RC3  CSFORr65)  1  May  196?  - 
31  July  1967 

I,  Sipsificant  Organiaation  and  Activities 
A,  -Introduction 

1.  This  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  covers  the  reporting 
period  1  May  -  31  July  1967.  During  this  period  the  Ist  Infant rj-  Division 
continued  to  conduct  o-'imbat  operaticns  designed  to  locate  and  destroy  Viet 
Cong  (VC)  and  North  Vi  tnamese  Array  (NVA)  forces  and  installations  in  the 
III  Corps  Tactical  Eon--  (CTZ).  Operation  M/iHHiiTT/M  continued  into  this 
ejuarter  with  a  large  arms  cache  and  substantial  mounts  of  enany  supplies 
being  captured  or  destroyed,  Operatiai  DALLAS  took  place  in  an  area 

east  of  Highway  16,  frera  the  SONO  BE  River  south  toward  T.'.N  UIEN.  The 
significant  aspect  of  this  operation  was  the  destruction  of  the  VINH  101 
Woods.  There  were  no  major  contacts  with  the  enemy  during  the  operation. 

The  1st  Division  then  tasked  the  3d  Brigade  to  conduct  Operation  BLUEFIEIO 
in  the  area  extendlr-g  from  Highway  13  oast  to  the  SONG  BE  River  and  from 
Route  2A  north  to  the  XT57  east-^st  grid  line.  A  number  of  small  base 
camp  complexes  and  ore  province  headquarters  (XT86A6)  were  located  along 
with  the  c^^sture  of  moderate  amounts  of  enany  supplies  and  equiprasnt.  This 
operatioi  also  insured  the  DivLsicn  that  there  were  no  large  &iemy  forces 
within  rodtet/mortar  range  of  PHUOC  VINH  or  LAI  KHE,  although  the  threat 
remained.  In  Opei'ation  BULINIS  the  1st  Division  initiated  its  first 
major  offensive  operation  Into  the  VC  fortified  jungle  stronghold  of  War 
Zona  D.  Two  major  engagetients  with  enany  forces  occurred  diulng  this 
operation,  resulting  In  two  defeats  for  elements  of  the  271st  VC  Regiment, 

2.  The  Indirect  Support  of  the  CVN  Revolutionary  Devolopment 
Pregram  by  the  Ist  Infantry  Til vt Mon  under  the  name  Operation  LAM  SON  67 
continued  duiing  the  rqjortirg  period.  The  2d  Brigadoi  Improving  its 
operating  techniques,  began  to  conduct  numerous  cordon  and  search  operations 
in  tte  area.  Also,  work  progressed  on  the  project  to  clear  the  ONC  DONG 
Jungle  under  the  code  name  Gyration  PAUL  BUNYAN, 

3.  Base  o<amp  security  continued  with  greater  emphasis  being 
placed  on  improving  the  camps'  security  and  fortificatiens.  Numerous 
resupply  convoys  were  conducted  without  a  major  engagement  through  areas 
that  were  formerly  imder  Viet  Cong  ccntrol.  One  such  convoy  moved  from 
QUAN  LOI  in  the  north  to  DI  AN  In  the  south.  Snipers  and  mines  continued 
to  be  a  major  road  hazard. 

6.  Organization 

1.  The  Ist  Infantry  Division  contJnred  to  occupy  four  major  base 
camps,  at  Dl  AN  (XT895065),  PHU  LOI  (XT85W60),  LAI  KHE  (XT765380),  and 
PHUOC  VINH  (XT963A90),  and  a  forward  base  area  at  QU,\N  LOI  (XT8I89O5). 

The  division  forward  command  poet  was  located  at  L'.I  KHE  from  10  June  1967 
to  8  Jtily  1967  when  it  returned  to  DI  /JJ  for  the  remainder  of  tlis 
reporting  period. 
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2,  Significant  changes  in  organization  did  occur  during  the 
reporting  period.  The  division's  tactical strength  was  augaented  in  May 
1967  by  the  arrival  in  Vietnam  of  the  6th  Battalion,  15th  Artillery. 

Attached  by  US,iRV  General  Order  2A33  to  the  1st  Division  /irtillery,  the 
6"15  Artillery  increased  the  artillery  support  available  to  the  Division 
from  four  battalions  organic  by  TOSiE  to  a  total  of  five  artillery  battalions. 
The  6rl5th  Artillery  consists  of  throe  firing  batteries  and  a  HQ  &  HC, 
battery  of  105mia  towed  Howitzers.  The  battalion  operates  from  lAl  KHE 

and  consists  of  34  officers,  2  v^rrant  officers,  and  546  enlisted  personnel, 

3.  A  major  reorganization  of  the  di'daion's  infantry  battalions 
was  initiated  during  the  reporting  period,  in  accordance  with  USAHPAC 
General  Order  Number  30,  dated  7  February  19*66.  V.'ith  the  addition  of  one 
rifle  company,  a  battalion  S-5  and  a  conijat  support  company,  the  reorganized 
infantry  battalion  will  consist  of  four  rifle  companies,  a  headquarters 

and  headquarters  company,  and  a  combat  support  comport'.  The  reorganization 
gives  the  division  nine  additional  line  companies.  jroviding  enough 
pjersonnel  to  leave  three  oomiJanies  at  each  brigade  cam''  for  base  secutlty, 
the  replacement  packets  release  three  infantry  battalions  for  combat 
operations. 


a.  Reorganization  of  the  rifle  compsn.v,  the  headquarters 
and  headquarters  company,  and  the  combat  suj'port  company  '■•'ill  be  according 
to  USAIIFAC  MTOE's  7-18-^,  7-16E,  and  7-17GT,  respectively.  Modification 

by  a  1st  Division  General  Order  will  attach  the  roconnaissmicc  platoon 
and  surveillance  section  to  headquarters  and  headouarters  company  from 
the  coiiibat  support  company.  The  headquarters  company  commander  will  spend 
the  major  portion  of  his  time  at  the  battalion  forward  command  post  during 
field  operations  and  will  be  responsible  for  forward  command  post  activities. 
The  combat  support  company  commander  is  to  be  responsible  for  command  post 
activities  and  security  activities  at  the  battalion's  roar  base. 

b.  Additional  personnel  for  the  combat  support  compsany 
and  the  fourth  rifle  compiany  will  come  from  replacement  packets  sent  from 
CONUS  and  from  existing  division  resources.  On  22  July  1967  the  fourth 
rifle  companies  (about  130  personnel  each)  for  the  Ist  and  2d  Brigades 
arrived  in  VUNG  TiiU.  The  3d  Brigade's  D  Companj’  packets  arrived  in 

TAU  on  28  July.  The  three  existing  line  companies  of  each  battalion  h.ive 
p.rovided  a  percentage  of  experienced  personnel,  not  oxc  'eding  15%  of  their 
authoi'ized  strength,  in  exchange  for  new  D  Ccwpaiy  persorjiel.  At  the  end 
of  the  reporting  period  the  now  rifle  con^anies  had  begun  a  70-day 
training  period  before  thqy  engage  in  regular  combat  operations  by- 
rotating  in  the  field  with  the  other  corapianles  of  the  battalion.  The 
training  program  includes  indi-vidnal  environmental  training,  unit  and 
company  training,  and  base  camp  patrolling  and  security, 

C,  Intelligence 

1.  Enemy  Order  of  Battle 

a.  The  total  estimated  strength  of  the  enomy  military 
threat  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division  area  of  interest  is  17,515  personnel. 
This  figure  represents  a  combat  strenght  of  15,515  and  2,000  logistical 
personnel  vAo  support  main  force  elements. 

b,  Reinforceraonts  arc  available  from  outside  the  division's 
aroi,  of  interest.  From  the  west  is  the  101st  NVa  Inf  ilegtj  from  the 
southv;i)3t,  D14  Local  Force  Bnj  from  the  south,  1st,  2d,  Ath,  5th,  6th, 

7th,  and  8th  battalions  of  the  165A  Regiment,  Of  these  battalions  from 
the  165A  Regt  the  primary  interest  is  with  2d,  4th,  and  7th  battalions. 

From  the  southeast  is  the  DONG  NAI  VC  MF  Inf  Bn  ^  the  2d  and  3d  battalions 
of  the  275th  VC  Inf  Regt;  from  the  oast  is  the  security  element  of  HR-1, 
and  the  84A  NVA  Artillery  Tiop^ment. 
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c*  The  7th  NVA  Division  consists  of  165th  NVA  Infantry 
Deficient)  lAIst  NVA  Infantry'  negifflont  and  probably  acquired  control  of 
the  lOlst  NVA  Infantry  Degiraent  in  Ifey  1967,  to  provide  it  vd.th  a  full 
ccapleraent  of  subordinate  tactical  units.  The  division  has  been  oi.  tho 
move  with  the  Division  Headquarters  element  located  in  TAI  NINH  Province 
(Xr/|280)  in  early  May,  then  moving  into  BINH  LONG  Province  (XUfOlD)  in 
July  1967.  It  is  belioved  that  the  52d  NVA  negimont  has  been  deactivated 
to  provide  replacemonts  for  other  main  force  units, 

(1)  Tho  l65th  NVA  Infantry  Tlegiment  remained  unlooatcd 
throughout  the  reporting  period,  but  is  believed  to  be  in  War  Zone  "C". 

The  possibility  also  exists  that  the  165th  NVA  Inf  Gegt  has  taken  over 

tho  security  mission  of  tho  "Fish  Hook"  (3Cr5595)  area  in  place  of  the 
272d  VC  Hogt,  vdilch  departed  during  the  last  week  in  June  and  there  is 
also  some  e-^dence  of  an  unidentified  regiment  west  of  CRiJJ  THiiNH  (XT766630) 
vdiich  nay  be  the  165th  NVa  Inf  Gegt. 

(2)  The  141st  NVh  Gegt  remained  in  east-central 
War  Zone  "C"  until  earlj-  July  when  it  nK.ved  to  tho  vicinity  of  AN  LOG  - 
QUi'iN  LOT  and  is  belicv.„d  to  still  be  in  that  general  area  west  of  the 
SONG  BE  Ilivor,  Gecent  contacts  by  USSF  SIGMA  teams  reveal  tho  presence 
of  main  force  units  vicinity  XT8799,  which  could  possibl;.'-  to  elements  of 
the  141st  Gegt.  The  unit  is  considered  to  be  combat  effective,  despite 
losses  suffered  during  the  encounter  of  11-12  July,  and  consequently 
pesos  a  threat  to  friendlj-  installations  in  BINH  LONG  Province, 

(3)  Tho  101st  NVA  Inf  Ilegt  has  remained  in  the  25th 
Infantry  Division's  TnOI,  However,  as  long  as  the  regiment  remains  in 
tho  general  area  northwest  Of  DaU  TIENG  it  is  possible  that  it  could 
turn  from  its  obvious  targets  of  SUOI  DA,  DAU  TIENG,  ano  TaY  NINH  and 
strike  unexpectedly  at  CIDG 'posts  such  as  MiNH  THidlH, 

d.  The  9th  VC  Division  consisting  of  the  271et  VC  Infantry 
Gogimont,  272d  VC  Infantry  Gegiment,  and  the  273d  VC  Infantry  :iegimont 
has  boen  operating  in  the  same  general  area  throughout  the  reporting  period 
except  for  the  272d  VC  Inf  Gegt  vdiich  has  moved  from  the  "Fish  Hook"  area 
(XT5691)  into  FHUOC  LONG  Pro'vince  (XU9510).  The  employment  of  the  273d 
VC  Inf  ucgt  in  the  DONG  NAI  Giver  area  was. one  of  the  first  indications 
that  this  unit  has  been  resubordinated  to  tho  9th  VC  Div,  probably 
rcpLicing  the  101st  NVa  Regt. 

(1)  Tho  27l8t  VC  Gogt  since  June  1967,  was  believed 
to  be  offensively  disposed  and  capable'  of  mounting  regimental  site  attacks. 
It  has  remained  in  the  southern  portion  of  PHUOC  LONG  Province  and  became 
heavily  cn(:;aged  ^dth  elements  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  on  17  Jimo, 
Diui.ng  mid-June  the  27l8t  VC  Gegt  suffered  heavy  casualties  and  spent  the 
next  three  weeks  recovering  from  these  losses  and  refitting  for  frture 
operations.  Indications  were  that  the  27l3t  VC  Gogt  coordinated  with  tho 
84A  Artillery  Gegiment  and  probably  provided  security  forces  for  the 
rocket  battalion  in  the  attack  on  PHUOC  VINH  on  27  July,  The  27l3t  is 
probably  also  responsible  for  the  nwrtar  rounds  firod  on  PHUCXJ  VINH, 

(2)  Tho  272d  VC  Gegt  remained  in  tho  "Fish  Hook" 
area  undergoing  training  and  porfonaing  a  security  mission  until  about 
the  first  week  of  July,  a  redlier  from  the  272d  VC  Gegt  stated  that  tho 
unit  traveled  well  to  the  north  around  LCC  NINH,  It  is  possibly  now 
located  east  of  LOC  NINH  in  western  HIUOC  LONG.  The  union  of  the  272d 
VC  Gegt  with  the  remainder  of  the  9th  VC  Division  would  considerably, 
enhance  tho  latter's  offensive  capabilities. 
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(3)  The  273d  VC  ?ie?t  was  located  in  the  LOtiG  rCUYJI 
Secret  Zone  (XT6O5O)  in  early  May,  Documents  taken  from  the  bodies  of 
three  VC  killed  during  tho  rocket  and  mortar  attack  ef  BIEN  HOA  on  12  May, 
gave  probable  identification  of  tho  273d  VC  ’Degt  ani  specifically  the 
regimental  mortar  company.  The  attack  of  BIEN  HOA  was  followed  inciediatoly 
by  mortar  attacks  on  TAN  UXEN  and  PHUOC  VINH,  The  three  attacks  were 
probably  coordinatod  actions  by  the  9th  VC  Division.  The  emplcyment  of 
th'j  273d  VC  Aegt  in  the  DONG  NAI  Diver  aj.'oa  indicates  that  this  unit  has 
bi  en  rosubordinated  to  tho  9th  VC  Di'-d.8i.on,  probably,  replacing  the  lOlst 
M/a  'iegt.  The  273d  Degt  reportedly  moved  to  the  west  into  the  "Catcher's 
1‘itt"  area  in  the  bow  of  the  30JC  BE  and  DONG  NAI  ?j.vors.  The  "Catcher's 
idtt"  has  long  been  used  as  a  base  area  for  the  unit  and  was  used  as  the 
springboard  for  the  attack  on  BIEN  HOA  airbase  on  12  Hay.  Agent  reports 
indicated  that  the  273d  VC  Degt  would  again  attack  the  BIIli  !IOA  -  LONG 
llINH  complex  ir.  the  latter  peurt  of  July,  Scattered  engagements  along 
•the  DONG  NaI  Diver  during  late  July  with  elements  of  the  1st  US  Infantry 
Division  may  have  delayed  such  a  plan  for  the  present .  However,  the 
273d  could  turn  to  other  targets  in  the  area  such  as  TAN  UIEN  or  PHUOC 
VINH  or  targets  in  the  laid-LnM  SON  area.  TaN  UIEN  was  hit  with 
apf  roxinately  IOC  Sljit.i  mortar  rounds  on  27  and  2S  July,  This  could  have 
possibly  been  the  273d  VC  Degt,  It  is  suspected  that  elements- of  the 
273d  VC  Degt  with  elements  of  the  SAA  Artillery  Degt  were  involved  in  the 
attack  on  PHU  LOI  (XT8A0152)  on  29  July  1967. 

e.  The  accepted  locations  of  confirmed  eneny  units  vdthin 
the  1st  Div  TaOI  and  aloi-g  its  periphery  are: 

CUXDENT 


UNIT 

STDENGTH 

CBT  effectiveness 

PDO&VBLE  LOCATION 

5th  VC  Div 

4,475 

Marginal 

PHUOC  TUf 

24th  NVa  AABn 

250 

Unk 

PHUOC  TUY 

274th  VC  Inf  Degt 

1,650 

CDT  effective 

PHUOC  TUY 

275th  VC  Inf  Degt 

1,500 

CBT  EFFECTI’/E 

2  Bn  BIEN  HOA/LONG 
KHaNH  BOIDED 

Ist  Bn  PHUOC  TUY 

?th  NVa  div 

6,590 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TkY  NINH 

i65th  NVA  Inf  Dogt 

1,850 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH 

14l3t  NVA  Inf  Degt 

1,650 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH  or  eastern 
BINH  LONG 

iGlat  NVA  Inf  Degt 

2,090 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH 

Hq  &  Spt  Units 

1,000 

Unk 

BINH  LONG 

PHUOC  LONG 
PHUOC  LONG 
PHUOC  LONG 
LONG  KHilNH 
PHUOC  LONG 
War  Zone  "D" 
War  Zone  "D" 


69th  VC  Artillerv  Cmd 

2,790 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TaY  NINH 

52d  VC  Arty  Bn 

320 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH 

56th  VC  ;u\  Bn 

450 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH 

58th  VC  Arty  Bn 

420 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH 

84A  NVA  Arty  Degt 

1,200 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

LONG  KHaNH 

Hq  &  Spt  U-dts 

400 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

TAY  NINH 

46th  VC  Decon  Bn  of  COSVN 

400 

Unk 

BINH  LONG 

66th  VC  Base  Security  Degt 

500 

Unk 

UNLOCATED 

725th  NVA  Sniper  Bn 

570 

Unk  ■ 

UNLOCaTED 

DOMG  Niil  -VC  HF  Inf  Bn 

335 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

LONG  KHaNH 

EHU  LOI  VC  IF  Inf  Bn 

400 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

BINH  DUONG 

1st  Bn  165A  Degt 

Unk 

Unk 

UNLOCaTED 

3d  Bn  165A  Degt 

330 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

DI  AN  D13TD1CT 
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9th  VC  Div 

6,205 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

27l3t  VC  Inf  Degt 

1,500 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

272d  VC  Inf  Degt 

1,990 

CBT  EFFECTI’PE 

273d  VC  Inf  Degt 

1,500 

CBT  EFFECTIVE 

Hq  &  Spt  Units 

950 

Unk 

22d  VC  Arty  Bn 

Unk 

Unk 

24th  VC  AA  Bn 

265 

Unk 
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f.  Strength  .me!  Dispositons  of  Adnanistrativc  Units 


mm 

ST'.IENGTH 

CUKIENT  PHOBABIS  lOCATlON 

76th  Xoplacemcnt  Tlegt 

500+ 

PHUOC  LONG/C.U,iNG  DUG  Pro\-inoe  Border 

48th  Trans  Bn 

400 

ONLOCaTED  in  War  Zone  "C 

Slst  '.'.oar  Service  Gp 

500 

UNIOCATED  IN  War  Zone  "D" 

83d  Hear  Service  Gp 

900 

BINH  DUONG 

85th  ?.oar  Service  Gp 

180 

ONLOCATSD  IK  Bllfri  lOiC  Province 

86th  Hear  Service  Gp 

500 

Possibly  in  vie  +*12829 

.  2.  Eneioy  forces  in  the  1st  Inf  Div  TAOI  arc  considered  to  be 
in  an  offensive  posture  at  the  close  of  the  reporting  period.  The  en^Jhasis 
has  shifted  f  rom  infantry  attacks  by  the  eneny  to  long-er  range  nortar  end 
rocket  attacks. 


a.  122nira  rockets  were  x»od  during  the  past  three  months 
vdth  limitod  success.  The  rockets  are  normally  ompleyod  rt  ranges  between 
7|000  and  10,000  muters.  The  rocket  has  a  minimum  r  >jige  of  2,000  meters 
and  a  maximum  range  cf  11,000  meters.  No  launcher  for  the  122mm  rocket 
has  been  obtained  bj'  fiee  world  forces.  It  is  believed  that  the  minimum 
elevation  is.  10  (iegre.^s  -.vith  a  iimxLnium  elevation  of  /(2  dogroos.  It  is 
necessary  to  emilpy  tro  rocket  from  a  launch  position  whic”  has  mask 
clearance.  As  a  resul.t  of  this  meth<3d  of  employment,  it  is  normally 
employed  in  small  valleys  or  stream  beds  running  in  the  general  direction 
of  the  target.  It  appears  that  the  VC/NVa  forces  desire  to  enjilcy  this 
weapon  near  streams  and  rivers  on  which  they  may  use  small  sampans,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  necessity  of  mn-packing  tI:o  rocket.  It  is  normally 
transported  in  two  aa.ior  sections,  the  rocket  body  anl  the  motor  in  one 
section,  oontaii'cc.  in  a  oanras  carrying  case.  Two  people  ncrmally  carry 
the  case.  The  waT"  head,  \Aich  contains  22  pounds  of  HDX,  TNT,  and  aluminum 
powder  as  it*-  explosive  filler,  is  carried  in  another  canvas  case  by  one 
man  ana  h2it>  a  small  pocket  attached  vdiere  the  fuse  remains  until  time  to 
emplace  the  ruckot.  The  rocket  launcher  vnit  is  believed  to  travel  in 
approximately  a  battalion-size  unit.  It  is  custonmy  to  prepare  individual 
positions  prior  tc  prepexation  of  the  launcher  position.  The  launcher 
position  may  be  propat-.xi  in  a  relatively  few  hours,  judging  from  evidence 
found  at  one  of  the  launcher  positions.  It  is  believed  that  the  positions 
may  be  prepared  using  sticks  as  measurements  for  the  launcher  legs  in 
order  to  have  the  launcher  position  fuUy  prepared  before  assembling  and 
emplacing  the  laimcher.  It  is  believed  the  launcher  weighs  apprcximately 
100-200  pounds,  and  breaics  into  loads  of  40  pounds  or  loss.  Cue  to  the 
security  force  tiut  is  onployotl  with  the  launcher  unit,  it  is  believed 
that  the  launcher  is  frx  more  critical  in  suppjy  than  the  rockets.  The 
war  head  has  three  Ci.-.-  settings!  supicr  quick,  sh^rt  delay,  and  long 
delay.  Normally  the  .iinxr  quick  sotting  is  used  when  the  rocket  is  being 
ompleyod  against  par/rsc  aircraft  inordarto  take  advantage  of  inaxii:iujn 
shrapnel  effect.  Tne  v.-ar  head  liner  has  a  designed  fragmentation  pattern. 

The  short  delay  fuse  is  used  against  nor-mal  building  structures  for 
damage  and  infliction  cf  personnel  casualties.  The  long  delay  fuse 
setting  is  utilized  ^igainst  reinforced  or  protected  or  hardened  targets. 

The  super  quick  fuse  setting  detonates  the  round  sc  rapidly  that  the 
crater  is  approximately  the  same  size  as  that  of  an  82nm  mortar  crater. 

The  short  delay  sotting  allows  the  war  head  to  p-enetrate  into  soil  or  • 
other  similarly  hard  surfaces  for  the  short  distance  and  pr-xiace  a  crater 
apprcodmatoly  by  9  feet  in  diameter.  The  crater  is  normally  teardrop 
shaped  and  is  elongated  in  the  direction  of  tho  launcher,  Tlie  long  delay 
fuse  setting  allows  tho  war  head  to  penetrate  approximately  10  feet,  and  it 
thereby  produces  an  explosion  completely  underground  c.r  inside  bunker 
positions.  No  duds  have  ever  been  known  to  occur  on  tho  122mm  war  head. 

The  most  effective  defense  currently  available  against  attack  by  rockets 
of  tho  122m  size  is  extensive  sur'^eiUanco  and  reconnaissance  of  all  useable 
launch  sites  within  a  2,000  meter  to  11,000  meter  radius  of  the  suspected 
target.  Indications  are  that  the  122mm  rocket  crews  can  fire  rockets  at 
the  rate  of  one  each  two  minutes  pier  launcher. 
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b.  The  Viet  Cong  have  been  reported  using  a  new  type 
mine,  Diu'ing  engaguments  in  late  July,  troops  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
reported  seeing  a  mine  suspenebd  from  a  tree  by  a  rope.  The  mine  was'  the 
apt-roximate  size  and  shape  of  a  basketball  a  nd  was  swung  to  a  position 
to  the  rear  of  friendly  troops  and  detonated.  This  is  the  first  report 
of  the  use  of  such  a  "Basketball  l<inc"  in  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  area, 

3,  By  destroying  the  enesy's  jungle  ha'ven  with  bulldczors 
and  chemical  defoliation,  the  VC  ha've  been  unable  t>;  maintain 'tactical 
integrity  of  the  local  force  units.  In  many  cases  they  have  been  forced 
to  divide  the  units  into  small  teams  to  eporats  in  the  Itcal  ■villages, 

4,  VC  losses  for  the  reporting  period  include: 

a,  655  VC  KIa  (BC) 

b,  12  R'/*3  captured 

c,  723  individual  weapons  captured 

d,  160.3  tons  of  rico  captured  or  destroyed 

e,  1,510  grenades  captin-cd  or  destroyed 

f,  10  tons  of  salt  captured  or  destroyed 

6.  374,495  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  captured  or 

destroyed 

h.  476  nines  captured  or  destroyed 

t 

D.  Combat  0;,<.rstioi[i3 

1,  General:  During  the  reporting  period  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  continued  military  of/crations  to  extend  and  to  consolidate  the 
gbvernaenb  of  Vietnam's  control  and  Influence  in  the  III  Corps  Tactical 
Zone  (CTZ),  Six  operations  wert  conducted  within  and  outside  of  the 
division's  assigned  Tactical  Area  of  Bosponsibility  (TaOI),  These  operations 
were  HnDVEST  MOON  and  MANHATTAN,  vdiich  begarT'during  the  previous  reporting 
period,  DaLL'iS,  BLUEFIELD,  BIIJJNGS,  and  lAH  SON  6?,  Increased  attention 
was  given  to  the  overwatoh  of  Special  Forces  Camps  and  friendly  ndlitarv 
installations  within  the  1st  Division's  Tactioeil  Area  of  Interest  (TAOI), 

2,  Operation  RiulVEST  I*iO(Ms  Operation  H/flVEST  MOON  continued 
from  the  previous  reporting  period.  As  was  formerly  reported  the  operation 
commenced  on  5  April  1967  with  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  securing  the 
engineer  construction  site  at  BUNAllD  (IT270888),  During  the  period  the 
engineers  built  a  Special  Forcas-CIDG  camp  and  an  airfield  capable  of 
landing  C-I30  aircraft  at  that  location.  Several  VC  base  camps  were 
located  in  the  area;  however,  ihero  was  no  contact  or  significant  enemy 
activity  observed  in  the  area.  On  9  May  1967  the  1st  Infemtry  Division 
torrjinated  its  partici;«tion  in  Operation  HAIvVEST  MOON  and  repositioned 
the  infantry  battalion  and  artillery  elements  to  QUAN  LOI  by  fixed  wing 
aircraft, 

3,  Operation  MaNHjVTTiJI;  Operation  MAHRiTT/iN  was  officially 
iiiioiatod  in  the  previous  reporting  period  on  23  April  1967  with  tho.  ’ 
nth  Armored  Cavalry  Dogiiaent  (-)  (attached  to  the  1st  Division)  end  tho 
3d  Brigade,  The  latter  conducted  air  assaults  into  multiple  landing 
zor.os  ;i.iZ)  within  tho  area  of  operations.  The  general  area  of  operations 
onocai-'v  sod  a  strip  extending  northwest  from  the  "Iron  Triangle'!  to  the 
Michoian  Plantation  between  the  SUGON  liver  and  Highway  13. 
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The  purpose  of  the  operation  was  to  e'estroy  the  BINH  DUONG  Province 
Comaittee,  and  elononts  of  Military  legion  Four  (Ml  IV)  and  VC/NVA 
installations.  Intelligence  indicated  the  Viet  Gong  had  logistical 
bases  and  installations  in  the  area.  These  installations  had  been 
destroyed  during  Operation  Cdlv  FALLS  and  were  rebuilt  and  reused  by 
the  VC  insmudiately  after  Operation  CEDiul  FjULS  tertiinated.  During 
Operation  MHkTTAN  continued  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  employment 
of  the  combined  arms  team  of  armor/mechanized  and  infantry  forces, 
although  no  major  contacts  were  made  with  VC/MVA  forces,  substantial 
amounts  of  eneaiy  arms,  munitions,  foodstuffs,, end  nisoollanoous  equipment 
were  captured  or  destroyed.  On  3  May  1967,  at  coordinates  XT5603^,  a 
single  arms  cache,  believed  to  bo  the  largest  encountered'  on  the  ground 
to  ciato  in  the  ‘Vietnam  War,  was  captured.  The  find  inoluaed  some  350 
weapons  and  314,450  rounds  of  assorted  munitions.  The  operation  torminatod 
on  11  IPay  1967.  Contact  vd.th  the  VC  in  the  area  cf  oi>-rations  vras  light 
throughout  the  duration  of  the  operation.  One  objective  xdiich  was  not 
achieved  was  the  c  apture  or  destruction  of  the  3INU  DUONG  Province 
Conmittoe  and  elements  of  lil  IV.  Both  armored  ground  fo>*cos  and  airmobile 
infantry  moved  with  ojsa  throughout  the  cp'crational  area,  which  indicates 
the  VC  decided  to  flee  r  thcr  than  fight  to  irotcct  their  ;.«.terial  caches. 
The  successful  exploitation  of  infon^aticn  about  caches  from  a  CHIEU  HOI 
from  Operation  CEDAi  F.LLS  helped  make  the  oivjr.ation  f  ruitful  in  finding 
enemy  supply  dumps.  The  operation  resulted  in  15  US  KPUi,  '33  US  WHA; 

18  tanks,  9  AFC's,  1  dozer,  and  1  grader  damaged;  and  3  .vPC's  and  1  5  ton 
wrecker  destroyed.  VC  losses  for  the  operation  were  123  KIA  (BC),  17 
H7,  467  tons  of  rice,  1  ton  coment,  1  ton  of  salt,  101  CBU's,  55  gallons 
of  diesel  oil,  2,838  lbs  of  TKP,  2,780  lbs  of  dried  fish,  109  shaped 
charges,  1.1  tons  of  wlieat,  5,261  mortar  rounds,  and  2,457  grenades. 
Equipment  captured  was  159  tons  cf  rice,  1  US  Starlight  scope,  20  tons 
of  salt,  430,5/jE  rounds  of  small  arms  oimunition,  271  mortar  rounds, 

129  grenades,  472  mines,  10  bottles  of  penicillin,  and  miscellaneous  items, 

4.  Operation  DaLLAS;  Operation  DiilLAS  commenced  on  17053^ 

Mcy  1967  with  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  reinforced  by  the  1-llth  Armorcxl 
Cavalry  Degimont  (OFCON  1st  Div).  On  12  May  1967  the  Viet  Cong  launched 
a  rocket  attack  on  BIEN  HOA  lax  Force  Base  using  Soviet  made  122inm  rockets , 
Simultaneous  mortar  attacks  were  conducted  on  PHUCC  VINH  and  TAN  UYEN. 

Tn  reaction  to  those  attacks  Operation  DAILi\S  was  conducted  a  gainst 
v'O/NVA  forces  and  installations  in  an  area  osetending  oast  from  2oute  16, 
from  the  SONG  BE  lUver  south  to  TaN  UYIW  and  the  ONG  DOJiG  Jungle,  and  tshe 
VINH  LCI  Woods  to  the  west  of  Boute  16.  The  operational  area  included 
the  major  VC  routes  of  movement  from  War  Zone  D  into  the  TiiN  UYEN/SAIGWI 
area.  Both  aiimobilc  and  armor/iaschanizod  forces  were  employed.  The 
■yiNH  LOI  Woods,  which  had  been  a  major  VC  base  area,  was  destroyed  by 
mechanized  forces  using  Aomc  plows.  The  timing  of  the  operation  enabled 
the  1st  Infantry  Division  to  maintain  forces  astride  the  major  VC  supply 
routes,  between  War  Zone  D  and  the  TAN  UYBW/SAIGCN  area,  during  two 
Vietnamese  holidays  that  included  a"  24  hour  cease  fire  tn  tho  s^.•cond 
holiday,  thus  deterring  any  movement  and/or  resupply  along  that  route. 

Minor  contact  was  made  with  enemy  forces  in  the  opei-ational  area,  although 
it  would  be  entirely  lossible  that  tho  VC/NVA  forces  had  loft  the  area, 
there  is  a  high  probability  that  they  remained.  This  probability  is 
reinforc'xl  when  one  considers  that  the  area  had  not  been  thoroughly 
searched  for  seven  months,  thereby  allowing  .ample  time  for  construction 
of  base  canys.  If  the  validity  of  this  probability  is  acceiAable,  one 
may  conclude  the  VC/NVA  will  fight  only  at  the  time  and  place  of  his 
choosing,  apparently  they  were  not  prepared  to  counter  tho  forces  deployed 
in  the  operational  area;  therefore,  they  avoided  contact.  The  operation 
was  oharactorizod  by  niulti-batt£ilion  search  and  destroy  oporations' that 
Were  successful  in  locating  a  number  of  small  eneny  base  camps.  Sporadic 
contact  was  made  with' tho  eneny.  Oh  22  May  the  1-11  AC2  made  contact  with 
an  unknown  size  VC  force  resulting  in  4  US  KHA  and  4  VC  KlA  (DC). 
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Later  that  day. in  tno  sanu  area,  vie  XT02<'307,  the  sanui  unit  engaged  a 
VC  force  and  killed  3  VC  (BC).  The  operation  terndriato;’  at  250600H 
May  1967,  Operation  BALL'S  resulted  in  4  US  KHA,  81  US  iiai;  4  tanks, 

5  aFC's,  1  Vra,  2  UH-Hi's,  and  1  OH-13  danaged;  1  truck,  1  UH-IS,  and 
3  AFC's  destroyed,  Snonpr  losses  wore  17  VC  KIA  (EC),  B'detaineesj 
20  tons  of  rice,  19  bottles  of  penicillin,  9  snail  arms,  515  rounds  of 
snail  arms  ararminition,  30  claymores,  and  40  grenades  captured;  and- 
53  artillery/mortar  rounds,  17  mines,  27  tons  of  rice,  104  burners, 

30  lbs  of  peanuts  and  many  miscellaneous  items  destroyed, 

5.  Cpieration  BLUSFISIDs  The  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division 
initiated  bpxjration  BLUEFIELD  on  051100H  June  1967  by  making  a  multi- 
battalion  combat  assault  to  conduct  combat  reconnaissance  and  to  destroy 
VC/HVrt  forces  in  an  operational  area  that  extended  apprcodnately  12 
kilometers  north  and  13  kilometers  northeast  of  LJ  KH£,  bo-undod  by 
coordinates  XT7440,  Xr7454,  and  cast  to  tho  SONG  B2  Silver.  The  operation 
was  intended  to  reassert  tho  influence  of  the  1st  Infeuitry  Division  in 

an  area  in  which  operations  had  not  been  conducted,  in  fcrce,  since  October 

1966.  Intelligence  indicated  that  the  area  was  the  scene  of  much  Viet 
Cong  activity  prior  to  the  operation.  The  division  ‘usod  one  brigade 
headquarters,  three  infantry  battalions,  one  infantry  battalion  (mechajiized) , 
and  one  cavalry  squadron  during  the  operation,  ..  nu-.ber  of  siaall  baso 
camps,  tunnel  oemjdoxe'^  and  one  VC  province  headouartors  (XT8646)  were 
Icoatod  along  iidth  th^  c;'<turo  of  moderate  amounts  of  Viot  Cong  supp'lies 

and  equipjment.  The  op.,.-?tional  area  was  characterized  by  a  large  amount 
of  saines  and  booby  traps.  IFany  base  camps  had  overhead  cover  on  tho 
bunkers  and  connecting  tunnel  systems.  S(.me  struct)ires  including  tunnels 
had  reinforce<i  steel  and  concrete  supoports  and  evidence  indicated  seme  VC 
groups  had  recently  <.'ep<irted  the  base  camp  prior  tc  the  arrival  of  friendly 
treops.  This  was  evidenced  by  hot  food  and  hot  ashes,  Friendly  olements 
did  not  engage  any  sizeable  VC  units  but  did  receive  sporadic  snipe;-  fire 
indicating  the  VC  chose  not  tc  defend  their  installations,  but  rather  to 
deploy  individual  snipers  and  conduct  harrassing  activi.tios.  The  size 
and  type  structures  discovered  indicated  this  area  to  be  a  possible  “secure" 
area  used  by  the  VC  for  refitting  and  retraining  of  elements  of  the  273d 
VC  Hegiment  anu  possibly  other  elements  of  the  9th  VC  revision,  as  a 
result  of  the  operation,  the  division  was  able  to  insure  that  rhere  was 
no  large  enemy  force  within  rocket/mortar  range  of  FHUCC  VINH  or  Lbt  K:{E 
in  the  operational  area.  The  operation  terminatocl  091500H  June  1967. 

Operation  B-LUEFIEL  resulted  in  1  US  KHA.  2  US  ivHn  and  no  US  equipment 
losses.  The  VC  losses  wore  1  VC  KIA  (BC},  23  small  arms,  2  hand  grenades 
(CiilCCM),  311  rounds  of  small  arms  armamition  captui-ed;  139  CHICCJ!  harcl 
grenades,  dl  57iaiii  rounds,  100  blasting  caps  and  miscellaneous  items  destroyed, 

6.  v.'pjeration  BILLINGS:  The  1st  Infantrj-  Division  initiated  its 
first  major  op-e  ation  in  War  Zone  D  on  1211/, 4H  June  1967,  The  purp-ose  of 
the  operation  was  twofold ;  first,  to  locate  and  d  estroy  the  271st  VC  Begt 
and  Second,  to  search  the  area  north  of  PHUOC  VINH  to  destroy  base  camps 
and  oneny  forces  in  the  area  of  interest  and  pr-ovide  security  to  PHUCC 
HKu.  The  general  area  of  operations  exteixled  from  FKUOC  VINH  north  to 
BCN  LUAN  an.'i  from  three  thousand  meters  west  of  the  Sv  NG  BE  Biver  east  to 
ehe  TuiCH  .'LiT  and  SUOI  Htti  Hivors.  During  the-  operation,  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  em;  loyed  two  brigade  headquarters,  eight  infantry  battalions,  and 
one  cavalry  squadron,  F-rior  to  the  operation  intelligence  reports  indicated 
that  since  the  1st  of  Ai,ril  1967  there  had  be-on  numerous  reported  VC  unit 
sightings  in  tho  area  of  interest,  A  total  of  7  battalion,  9  regimental 
and  1  diidsional  headquarters  unit  sightings  hiui  been  reported.  Units 

of  tho  1st  Infantry  Divisi'on  made  contact  twice  with  elements  of  the  271st 
VC  Ilegt  that  were  in  the  operational  area.  The -first  battle  occurred 
on  14  June  when  a  rifle  oonp)any  moved  into  a  VC  base  camp  area  at  XT9366 
that  had  been  bombed  by  a  B-52  raid  48  hours  earlier,  .After  a  sharp 
moating  engagement  the  VC  withdrew.  The  second  battle  occurred  on  17  Juno 

1967.  Both  battles  were  fought  noar  XCK  Bf'  (XT9668) ,  Thu  conflict  began 
in  tho  afternoon  vdien  two  US  infantry  battalions  were  moving  from  south 
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to  north  into  a  landing  zone.  As  the  two  battalions  proi^arod  to  dig  in 
and  patrol  their  innediato  front  before  nightfall,  they  began  to  recstve 
sporaciic  onosy  fire  from  the  west.  The  oneriy  fire  built  up  rapiuly  and 
Soon  a  main  VC  attack  was  launched  froa  the  north.  A  second  attack  was 
launched  from  the  south  minutes  later.  Small  unit  probing  by  the  VC, 
was  conducted  all  around  the  landing  zone.  Snipers  from  the  trees  bugan 
to  fire  into  the  landing  zone.  Cixty  millimeter  r.iortars  positioned 
600  meters  northeast  of  the  landing  zone  began  firing  into  tho  area. 

The  contact  lasted  for  about  45  minutos.  a  quick  search  of  .the  wood 
line  aroimd  tho  Landing  zone  yielded  a  wounded  VC.  Through  interrogation 
•and  from  documents  in  his  possession  it  was  dotoriMincd  that  the  1st 
Battalion  of  the  27l3t  VC  Sogt  launched  the  attack,  'I'ho  ’./.'/unded  I-W 
stated  that  his  unit  was  to  aasomblo  approxiiMtely  4  kilometers  northwest 
of  tho  Landing  zone,  'ieeuments  taken  from  a  do.ad  VC  oontoined  a  sketch 
map  of  a  stream  line  with  unit  identification  indicating  tneir  assembly 
posits  cm,  Froa  tho  infomation  taken  from  the  Td  and  the  sketch  maps,  the 
VC  asserbly  area  v/as  located  and  artillery  and  airstrikes  u^re  placed  into 
the  area,  Bmery  losses  dui’ing  the.  cncovmtor  were  60  VC  XIA  (I3C)  on  14 
June  1967  .and  222  VC  KI.v  (LG)  on  17  Juno  1967.  The  rust  of  tho  operation 
did  not  result  in  any  significant  6ne::y  contact.  <'f  significance  is  the 
fact  that  existing  landing  zones  were  improved  and  cnLarg.ed  and  Ilouto  LI 
north  of  IHUiC  VINH  was  improved.  VC  baso  crenps  and  wry  stations  in  the 
northern  area  of  interust  for  the  security  of  IHUOC  VINU  were  located  and 
destroye'l,  Fartioular  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  destruction  of  such 
installations  .along  tlie  east-west  line  of  VC  oomuni cations  from  War 
Zone  C  to  War  Zone  I).  Valuable  information  was  gained  of  the  area  which 
will  support  future  operations  in  War  Zone  D,  Cf  particular  significance 
was  the  acquiring  of  an  appreciation  of  the  liiiiiting  "actors  of  operating 
in  War  Zone  D.  The  type  of  jungle  encountered  was  considerably  denser 
than  that  previously  operated  in  by  the  Division.  Fewer  open  areas 
suitable  for  use  as  landing  zones  exist  in  War  Zone  D.  Tho  operation 
torminatud  on  261C38H  June  1967.  The  results  of  the  operation  werb  57 
US  KH/v,  197  Uo  VVHii,  347  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  IW,  1  detainee,  3  small  arms,  1 
aFG-2,  4  nachine  guns,  17  grercuics,  2  tons  of  rice,  16  base  camps,  338 
fighting  bunkers,  38  military  structurea,  511  rounds  of  small  arms 
amiiiunitlon,  and  miscellaneous  items, 

7.  Unnamed  Cpxsrations  after  BILLItCS 

a.  AC  STTilKB:  «fter  DALLiiS,  continued  interest 

was  shown  in  Ac  STIUKE,  the  s.me  area  covered  in  ( per.ation  LAILAS,  A 
minimum  of  one  infantry  '/.•ttalion  oper.ated  in  tho  .area.  Joint  .allied 
operations  with  /JiVN  naarincs  wore  conducted  in  tho  .area.  During  July  the 
1st  Brig.adc  oper.ated  with  a  total  of  five  b-attalions  in  AO  STLIKE  from 

a  forward  oo.’iiiand  post  locatqd  at  TAN  UYEN,  C'n  18  July  1967  vie  YT059286 
tho  1-2  Infantry  made  cont.'.ct  with  an  unknown  size  force  of  VC  in  a  base 
camp.  ClajTao’res  and  mines  were  effectively  used  by  the  VC  against  the 
attacking  US  troops.  As  a  result  of  the  contact  there  were  7  US  KHA, 

28  US  and  5  ''C  KIA  (BC),  Artillery  eind  airstrikes  pLac-ed  in  the 
area  are  believed  to  have  inflicted  a  larger  number  of  casualties  upon 
tho  enoEy,  but  tho  density  of  the  jungle  did  not  i.ermit  aerial  observation 
of  the  withdrawing  enony  force, 

b.  Highway  13!  After  ( per.ation -BULINGS  the  3d  Brigade 
cenduct.xl  a  major  road  clearing  opjeration  betwren  lAI  KHE  and  QU/\N  LOI 
alang  with  soai’ch  and  destroy  operations  in  the  brigade  TA(  Tl  and'  overwatch 
of  Special  Forces  Camps  in  the  brigade  TAOI.  Cn  11  July  1967  QUjJJ  I/L, 

aN  1/  C  ani  the  A'.VN  outiiost  at  T.di  HUNG  Icomo  under  n^rtar/i^ecoilless 
rifle  attacks.  At  tiUAN  JLOI  a  ground  raid’  by  VC  to  attempt  to  uestrey 
the  artillery  and  to  divert  US  attention  was  conducted  resulting  in 
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7  US  KHA  and  2?  US  liHA,  jJnaiQr  losses  were  7  VC  KIA  (BC).  Meanwhile 
the  lAlst  MVA  Regiment  conducted  a  major  assault  against  two  companies 
of  the  2-9  ARVN  Infantry  at  TAM  HUNG.  Artillery  from  QUAN  LOI  to 
include  1st  Di\'ision  Forward  Air  Controllers  (FAC)  gave  fire  support 
to  the  ARVN,  This  action  resulted  in  119  IWA  KIA  (BC),  On  1A  July 
QUAM  101  received  30  rounds  of  82in!n  mortar  fire  resulting  in  6  US  KHA 
and  11  US  WHA.  VC  casualties  are  unknown, 

c,  Mortar/Rocket  attacks:  On  27  Jxily  the  1st  Brigade 
base  camp  at  FKUOC  VINK  came  under  mortar  and  rocket  attack.  A  total 
of  73  82mm  mortar  rounds  and  86  122mm  rocket  rounds  were  received. 

This  was  the  first  time  that  a  Ist  Infantry  Division  unit  had  received 
a  rocket  attack  from  VC/NVA  forces  in  Vietnam,  US  casualties  were 
12  US  KHA  and  72  US  WHA.  A  reaction  force  sent  out  to  clear  the  rocket 
launching  area  located  the  rocket  positions  as  well  as  two  dead  and  two 
wounded  VC  from  the  271st  VC  Regiment,  Again  on  29  July  the  Division 
Artillery  base  camp  at  PHU  LOI,  within  the  2d  Brigade's  TAOR,  came  under 
mQBtar  and  rocket  attack,  A  total  of  ZOO  82mm  mortar  and  49  122mm 
rocket  rounds  were  received,  US  casualties  W3re  2  US  KH/i  and  63  US  WHA, 

8.  Operation  LiM  SON  67.:  As  reported  in  previous  reports 
Operation  LAM  SON  continues.  Of  particular  significance  is  the  name 
LA,‘.'  SON  itself  and  its  history  which  has  not  been  mentioned  in  previous 
reports.  In  the  year  1x1)6  the  Chinese,  then  under  the  MING  Dynasty 
(1368-1644),  for  the  second  tine,  invaded  Vietnam.  The  country'  was 
heavily  ejqiloited,  and  measures  were  instituted  to  force  the  Vietnamese 
people  to  accept  Chinese  customs  and  traditions..  In  1427  a  Vietnamese 
aristocrat  named  LE  LOl  organized  an  any  and  rallied  it  at  a  mountain 
named  L'dl  SON  in  TH.iNH  HOA  Province  in  ndrth-central  Vietnam,  This 
mountain  was  used  as  a  staging  area  against  the  Chinese  tyrants  from 
1406-1437.  LE  LOI's  army  fought  the  Chinese  using  guerrilla  tactics  and 
eve.ntualiy  defeated  the  Chinese  in  1437,  The  name  LAM  SON  today  has  the 
connotation  of  protecting  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  from  the  North  Viet¬ 
namese  and  the  Viet  Cong  in  order  to  preserve  its  independence  and  not 
be  subverted  by  Red  Clunese  influence  frem  the  north.  Thus  the  name 
LAM  SON  is  really  more  that  a  name — ^it  reflects  the  strong  nationalistic 
attitude  of  the  South  Vietnamese.  Because  th6  1st  Infantry  Division  is 
supporting  the  Vietnamese  people  maintain  their  independence  the  name 
L<.2!  SON  was  chosen  for  the  division's  Revolutionary  Devolopnerfc  Support 
Operation  LAM  SON, 

During  this  reporting  period  Operation  LAvM  SON  67  which  started 
O8O7OIH  February  196?  was  continued  u:ider  ti>.e  conti'ol  of  the  2d  Brigade, 

1st  Infantry  Division,  A  detailed  account  of  the  operation  is  found  in 
the  2d  Brigade  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned,  dated  6  August  1967. 

During  the  reporting  period  intelligence  support  of  the  Revolutionary 
Development  Program  was  centered  around  the  task  of  devising  an  organization 
and  system  that  would  provide, rapid,  accurate,  and  updated  information 
on  any  phase  of  intelligence  in  the  IiAM  SON  area.  To  provide  this,  an 
information  folder  was  prepared  on  eacn  village  and  haiO-et  in  tho  LaH 
SON  area.  The  group  consists  of  179  folders  and  each  contains  a  black 
list,  VC  incidents,  agent  reports,  coordination  reports  .(information 
obtained  from  other  agencies),  census,  grievances,  history  of  friendly 
operations,  economic  importance,  capability  of  food  produd'tion,  and  an 
aerial  photograph  or  schematic  drawing  of  the  village  or  haJnlet .  Each 
folder  is  updated  daily  and  reviewed  weekly.  This  infornatllpn  is  made 
available  to  any  unit  on  a  need  to  know  basis,  A  supplementary 
intelligence  report  is  prepared  daily.  All  information  o.f  an  intelligence 
nature  on  the’ LAM  SON  area  is  compiled  into  one  report  and  disseminated 
into  ARVN  and  Allied  agencies  in  the  immediate  III  Corps  area  on  a  n®ed 
to  know  basis.  An  Order  of  Battle  boo'Klet  on  major  units  in  the  LAM  SO^f 
area  has  been  prepared  and  oontains  AKA's,  type  weapon  and  number,  in 
each  unit,  tactics  used  in  the  past,  personalities, 'and.  £ill  battles  and 
their  results.  Also  a  unit  location  OB  is  maintained  on  maps  in  order 
that  routes  and  patterns  of  units  can  be  traced, 
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■  ftu-lng  the  p*Io<l,  the  availibility  of  InformaWofl  on  VC  infra- 
structw’c  increased,  particularly  in  the  area  of  cover  and  letter  box 
numoers.  «>«  logical  and  orderly  organization  of  this  n^terial  has 
resulted  in  a  wider  dissemination  of  the  information  and  has  nnde  it 

.  A  very  complete  personality  file  has 
been  initiated  which  covers  the  LAK  SON  area.  The  file  consists  of 
information  on  an  individuate  ago,  sex,  job  in  the  VC  unit,  past 

^  information  that  may  be  telpful  in 

laentiiying  him  and  his  actions.  The  infrastructure  is  updated  daily 
^or*  hy  'unit,  village,  hamlet,  and  area  in  alphabetical 

Hevolutionary  Development  Support  Program  took 
plabo  .,uri/ig  the  month  of  Kay  1967  With  the.priahizdtSdh  of  a  RCountry 
an  att^t  to  lend  ditebiioh  and  unity  to  the  efforts  ot 
®c  •  agencies  in  creating  a  ,isiblo  atnooohere  of 

sbettfity  td  pwtidf  nation  building.  The  "Country  Team",  corocsed 

of- Civilian- Operations, 
division,  and- the  2d' Brigade,  was  organized 
^  vMl  meet  bi-monthly  in  an  attempt  to  unify  the  assets,  expertise,  - 

military  agencies  towards  insuring  the  success 
M  the  Revolutionary  Dovolopment  Program.  Joint  committees .ani  planning 
gr^  teve  been  organized  to  aatabUsh  priorities  of  interist  aS  to 
ffliUta^  nnc  civil  operations  into  a  unified  effort.  The 
organization  cannot  be  Mdc  at  this  time, 

-In  Zui  that  a  major  iaprovoment  will  bo  realized 

in  futuie  Revolutionarj-  Devolopment  activities. 
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E,  Training 

1,  For  tho  period  1  Mny  -  31  July  1967  the  following  is  the 
breaKdown  of  battalion  days  which  units  spent  in  training,  troop  movements, 
and  operations: 


0PM:  LAM  SON  67 

M^HHATTAN  DALL/iS 

BLUEFIELD  BiaiNGS  H.iRVEST  NOON 

OTHER 

MAY 

65 

39 

27 

0 

0 

9 

170 

JUN 

53 

0 

0 

19 

72 

0 

151 

JUL 

JZi 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

194 

3“ 

ri 

19 

72 

9 

560 

2,  Listed  below 

is  a  breakdown  of 

battalion  days  by  mission: 

S&D 

ROAD 

B/\3E 

S&S 

CA5U5  & 

OPNS 

SCTY 

SCTY 

OPS 

EN  ROUTE 

^L•JNT 

m 

89 

56 

131 

10 

13 

11 

JUNE 

57 

43 

168 

4 

26 

2 

JULY 

81 

16 

m 

11 

22 

0 

Total 

7Z1 

115 

478 

25 

13 

3.  The  training  postwe  of  the  division  renjained  excellent  during 
the  reporting  period.  The  major  training  activities  conducted  were  as 
follows: 


a.  Replacement .Training:  This  program  has  been  reorganised. 

It  consists  of  a  61  hour  course,  75?  of  which  is  practical  v®r!r.  Twenty 
per  cent  of  the  training  is  conducted  at  night.  The  following  number  of  men 
attended  replacement  training  during  the  reporting  period: 

1st  Brigade  679 

2d  Brigade  503 

3d  Brigade  618 

Div  Arty  722 

Spt  Cm5  780 

TOT'i  33^2 

b.  Fourth  Rifle  Company  Training:  Tl!'-  division  received  its 
fourth  rifle  company  packets  during  the  month  of  c-jly.  These  companies 
began  a  75  day  training  period  which  started  with  individual  environmental 
training.  This  is  being  followed  by  unit  tralnin,g  (souad,  platoon,  and 
company)  and  will  culminate  with  the  gradual  inti-oduction  of  these  units 
into  ever  more  demanding  combat  roles  until  they  are  fully  integrated  into 
divisional  operations. 

c.  Mobile  Training  Team:  The. division  has  organized  this 
team  to  train  small  unit  leaders.  The  MTT  conducts  training  at  battalion 
locations  during  periods  of  stand  down.  One  officer  and  5  NCO's,  all 
combat  experienced,  conduct  this  training,  which  consists  of  three  days 
of  lectures  and  practical  work.  Subjects  covered  are:  ambu^,  patrolling, 
weapons,  defense,  movesent,  and  Inspection  as  applicable  to  a  junior 
leader's  responsibility  to  his  men,  equipment  and  mission.  During  the 
reporting  period  each  Inf/Mech  battalion  has  been  visitea  at  least  once 
by  the  MTT.  A  total  of  approximately  1,100  junior  leaders  have  received 
this  trvning.  The  program  has  been  enthusiastically  received  by 
commanders,  staffs,  and  men. 

d.  RF  Compiuiy  Training:  Under  the  direction  of  III  CTZ  and 
IlFFV  an  experimental  training  program  is  being  conducted  by  this  division 
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for  a  newly  formed  RF  Cwnpany.  The  training  oomnenced  on  10  July  1967  and 
consists  of  a  17  vfeok  cycle  of  AIT,  BCT  and  BUT.  Training  is  conducted 
at  the_  5tb  ARVN  Division  Training  Center  at  PHU  V/iN.  sight  US  personnel 
and  six  '.interpreters  conduct  the  majority  of  the  training.  Once  the 
company  is  trained,  it  vd  11  be  deployed  in  BINH  CCNQ  Province,  with 
certa-ln  US  personnel  to  remain  on  site  with  it  until  it  is  well  established. 

e.  Mobile  Advisory  Teams:  This  is  another  experimental 
program  organized  under  the  direction  of  III  CTZ  and  IIFFV.  This  division 
has  provided  3  teams,  each  eonei sting  of  1  officer  and  3  BM,  to  the  program. 
Each  team  is  co-locatsd  with  an  R?/PF  unit.  Each  is  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  sub-sector  sdvlsor  and  has  tne_  mission  of  improving  the 
status  of  training  and  security  of  its  RP/PF  unit. 

f.  TDY  Schools  in  and  out  of  Wetnam:  Schools  and  number  of 
personnel  attending  are  listed  below: 


RECONPO 

60  EM' 

AAMTAB 

48  EM 

JUSP.AC 

1  OFF 

SURVIV  D 

5  EM 

ARC  131 

2  EM 

PSYOPS 

2  OFF, 

1  EM 

M-548 

AN/iTlT-4 

i‘Jl/USC-2 
-AN/CEC  106 

5  EM 

1  OFF, 

13  EM 

3.'  EM 

36  EM 

Miscellaneous  Division  Conducted  Training  Programs; 

Sniper  School 

58 

Chinook  Load  Rigging 

28 

F.  Psychological  Operationo  and  Civic  Action,.  Revolutionary 
Development  Support 

1,  General:  During  the  past  quarter  the  ACofS,  C-5  continued  to 
exercise  staff  planning  and  superidslon  o'ver  brigade  S-5'8.  During  June 
the  G-5  assumed  responsibility  for  all  division  civic  action  support.  The 
2d  Brigade  returned  the  printing  press  to  the  division  G-5  which  they 
obtained  lAien  they  absorbed  the  Revolutionary  Development  Task  Force 
during  the  previous  quarter.  Che  officer,  two  NCO's  and  two  EM  were 
transferred  from  the  2d  Brigade  S-5  section  to  the  (}-5  to  operate  the  ciiric 
action  support  warehouse  and  the  division's  1,250  V  multilith  printing 
press.  The  division  received  a  model  85  •multilith  printing  press,  a  paper 
cutter,  a  Vietnamese  typewriter,  and  a  Polaroid  model  180  camera  for  quick 
reaction  to  psyqps  requirements.  As  of  31  July  the  division  has  not 
received  the  platemaker  conponsnt  for  the  printing  press.  The  press  will 
not  be  opebabie  until  the  plataaBker  is  received, 

2.  Psychological  Operations  (Psyops) 

a.  The  most  significant  psychological  operatiens  effort 
during  this  ropoHing  period  occurred  as  a  result  of  Viet  Cong  road  cutting 
activities  around  DOC  during  the  early  morning  hours  of  U  July  1967. 

At  this  time  the  di-vision  Cr-5  had  completed  initial  studies,  de-veloped 
notes  and  a  rough  outline  for  an  extended  peychologJ.cal  operations  campaign 
along  Hi^way  13  from  SAIGCN  to  the  Cambodian  border.  The  report  of  the 
Viet  Cong  aotiv.'lty  reached  the  G-5  during  the  mid-aftemoon  of  11  July 
1967,  At  0830  hours  the  following  morning  50,000  specially  written  leaf¬ 
lets  were  distributed  on  each  village  in  the  AN  DOC  area  affected  by  the 
Viet  Cong  road  cuts.  Leaflet  distribution  was  carried  out  with  pin,  point 
accuracy  by  U-10  aircraft  flying  at  r-reo  top  level.  Taking  Into  account 
such  factors  as  nnssags,  timeliness,  speed,  accuracy  of  distHbution, 
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Viet  Coig  interests  involved,  area-wide  psychological  sipiificance,  and 
■vulnerability  of  target  audience,  this  operation  vias  well  executed  and 
gave  the  personnel  caicorned  better  knowledge  of  the  working  mechanics 
of  a  standard  operating  procedure. 

b.  On  27  June  a  Viet  Cong  mine  destroyed  a  civilian  bus 
near  the  ■village  of  AP  BO  LA  (Xrd044).  Thirty-five  civilians  were  killed 
smd  ten  others  were  injured,  lat  Infantry  Di^vision  Psycho] ogical  Operations 
personnel  were  rushed  to  the  scene  in  order  to  secure  photographs  and 
accwate  information  to  exploit  the  Viet  Cong  atrocity.  Three  exp] citation 
leaflets  were  written  and  designed  at  the  division.  Four  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  copies  were  distributed  in  ■villages  alon^  major  roads  in 

the  area  of  the  incident, 

c.  Througliout  tte  reporting  period  the  division  flew  a  total 
of  669  psychological  operations  missions.  A  total  of  21,143,500  leaflets 
were  distributed.  The  monthly  breakdown  is:  May  -  6,104,500;  June  - 
6,863,000;  July  -  8,176,000.  A  total  of  413^:  hours  of  aerial  loudspeaker 
broadcasts  were  also  made  by  the  di^vision. 

d.  Forty  special  messages  to  exploit  oi-  support  the  local 
current  situa^tion  were  developed  during  the  reporting  period.  Seven 
leaflets  were  directed  at  the  following  target  audiences:  two  leaflets  - 
27].3t  VC  Regiment;  three  leaflets  -  27  June  bus  incident;  two  leaflets  - 
Highway  13.  The  remaining  33  special  messages  were  loudspeaker  tapes 
produced  primarily  to  exploit  ralliers  under  the  National  CKIE'J  HOI 
Program. 


e.  In  supoort  of  Operation  LAM  SON  a  total  of  5,275,000 
leaflets  were  distributed  and  298,6  hours  of  aerial  loudspeaker  broadcasts 
were  completed  during  the  reporting  period.  In  support  of  Operation 
BILLIMGS  3,180,000  leaflets  were  distributed  .-nd  19  hours  of  broadcasts 
were  completed. 

f.  Psychological  Operations  Assets  in  terms  of  equipment 
were  increased  starting  in  Jujxj  viien  a  portable  Psyops  loudspeaker  was 
acouired.  This  loudspeaker  has  an  output  of  25  watts  end  is  easily  carried 
by  one  man.  In  July  the  246th  Psyops  Company  provided  an  audio-visual 
truck  for  sho'dng  movies,  film  strips  and  slides  as  well  as  making  loud¬ 
speaker  appeals.  The  unit  is  completely  self-contained,  needing  no 
external  power  source, 

3,  Civic  Action 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  25,934  persons  were  treated 
under  thi  1st  Di^vision  MEDCAP/DENTCAP  Programs,  An  additional  3,036  persons 
were  given  classes  on  hygiene  and  numeroxis  patients  were  treated  in 
Vietnamese  facilities  where  US  personnel  assisted.  The  July  total  repre¬ 
sents  the  largest  monthly  total  reported  this  year  and  is  believed  to  be 
the  largest  monthly  total  to  date,  A  breakdoMi  is  given  below: 


ist  Brigade 

May 

1,493 

June 

1,571 

July 

i75io 

2J  Brigade 

1,685 

3,349 

7,970 

3d  Brigade 

2,664 

1,419 

2,297 

Spt  Cmd 

467 

496 

523 

Div  Arty 

0 

0' 

_ 222 

TOTALS 

*1^309 

6,835 

12,790 

b.  Commodity  distribution  remained  high.  An  estimated 
minimum  of  170  tons  of  rice,  66  tons  of  other  foodstuffs,  and  3,000  cases 
of  various  assorted  comraodi^ties  were  distributed  to  schools,  orphanages. 
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hospitals,  churches,  other  vorthvihile  causes,  and  during  the  hamlet 
festival  operations,  Kuuierous  sff^ll  personal  gift  typo  items  and  various 
kits  (school,  health,  textile,  sevdng,  midvdfe,  and  physical  education) 

>rere  also  distributed.  However,  no  captured  foodstuffs  were  turned  over 
to  the  G-5  for  distiibution  during  this  reporting  period, 

c.  During  the.  reporting  period  actiai  was  taken  to  obtain 
assistance  cooperation,  oonnodities,  and  other  items  available  through 
suiji  agencies  and  organizations  as  USAID,  C.'.RE,  International  Rescue 
Service,  and  the  Catholic  Relief  Society,  A  close  working  arrangement 
is  now  in  effect  between  the  division  and  the  above  groups, 

A.  Civil  Affairs, 

a.  In  June  the  Ist  Division  Commanding  General  published 
Commander's  Note  number  6,  prepared  by  the  CG  and  concerning  the  disposition 
of  Vietnamese  private  property,  and  the  required  procedureo  relative  to 
search  and  seizure  of  Vietnamese  private  dwellings.  The  basic  guidance 

set  forth  was  that  the  disposition  of  private  property  in  Vietnam  and 
search  and  seizure  of  iuch  property  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Vietnamese 
Government}  and  that  civilian  dwellings  and  other  private  property. 

Including  livestock,  will  not  be  destroyed  or  damaged  except  a?  the 
unavoidable  consequence  of  combat  operatiens, 

b.  On  27  June  1967  near  tbs  village  of  AP  BO  LA  a  Viet  Cong 
mine  destroyed  a  civilian  bus  killing  over  35,  anl  injuring  ten  persons, 

Ist  Division- personnel  provided  Imnediate  msdical  assistance  and  evacu¬ 
ation  to  hospital  facilities  for  injured  persons.  In  adc.ition  substan¬ 
tial  assistance  was  given  to  GVN  authorities  in  removal,  identification, 
and  in  several  instances,  burial  of  the  dead.  Aside  from  the  psychological 
exploitation  of  this  incident  the  contrast  in  behavior  betvreen  the  Viet 
Cong  and  US  fighting  men  was  widely  advertised  by  word  of  mouth.  The 
remains  of  several  persons  were  deUvered  to  both  BEN  HOA  and  LM  IHEU} 
and  following  a  necessary  display  of  the  bodies  for  identification  purposes, 
a  spontaneous  anti-Viet  Cdhg  demonstration  broke  cut  in  PHUOC  VEH  the 

day  following  the  incident.  One  toing  vhlch  made  this  incident  parti¬ 
cularly  atrocious  was  that  the  large  majority  of  passengers  were  women 
and  children. 

c.  It  is  estimated  by  the  G-5  that  fewer  serious  incidents 
Involving  US/VN  personnel  occurred  than  in  previous  quarters.  With  one 
exception  there  Is  no  evidence  that  any  incidents  had  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  civilian  population  ir<  the  area.  In  all  known  instances  the 
Division  Provont  Mtu-shall  conducted  prompt  investigations,  while  other 
Division  representatives  paid  iiasediate  condolence  visits  and  quickly 
made  solatium  payments,  Annngenents  were  made  for  the  return  of  certain 
property  to  rightful  Vietnamese  owiers.  Since  the  issuance  of  Commander's 
Note  number  6,  no  major  Vietnamese  complaints  as  to  breeches  of  policy 
relative  to  Vietnamese  property  wore  received  by  the  G-5. 

5,  Revolutionary  Development 

a.  All  Psyopo  activities  have  included  material  explaining 
GVN  objectives  or  accomplishments}  and  all  Civic  Actions  hare  been 
directed  trjward  widening  popular  suppoil  for  the  GVN  and  improving  its 
public  image.  Particularly  in  the  efforts  »diich  have  been  made  in  Psyops 
intelligence,  planning,  analysis,  and  in  improving  reporting  systems, 
means  have  been  scnight  to  better  identify  the  proper  objectives  end  moi’e 
accurately  measure  the  progress  and  effectiveness  of  on-going  efforts. 
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G.  Personnel  and  Adninlstraticn 
1.  Personnelj 

a.  Strength: 


0^^ 


Aut 'orized  1  Hay  6? 
Au"ji  irized  31  Muly  67 
A8/«lgnod  1  Hay  6? 
Assig-isd  31  July  6? 


OFF  TO  BM  ACC 
947  166  14,375  15,483 
1,011  166  15,421  16,598 
1,003  129  16,496  17,628 
961  121  17,412  18,494 


the  quartov. 


b.  Gains,  qualifications  and  status; 

(1)  Gains: 

(a)  There  were  5,171  replacements  to  duty  during 


thu  qi-arter. 


(b'  There  were  l,46l  persons  retia-nod  to  duty 


are  bel»  siguifi.oant  number  of  replacements 

resnltiXTg  lack  of  experien'ce  in  key  positions, 

8r.d., 

c.  Losses; 

KlSln  Si?”  •“ 


May 

OFF 

TO 

KHA 

3 

0 

WHA 

10 

0 

NBD 

0 

0 

N3M 

0 

0 

June 

KHA 

4 

0 

WHA 

13 

1 

NBD 

3 

0 

NBM 

1 

0 

July 

KftV 

2 

0 

wa; 

11 

5 

NBD 

0 

0 

NBM 

2 

0 

1  were 

as  folloirs: 

EM 

ACG 

17 

20 

236 

246 

6 

6 

50 

50 

48 

52 

281 

295 

2 

5 

35 

36 

45 

47 

231 

247 

4 

4 

40 

42 
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2.  Biacipline,  Law  and  Orders 

a.  The  discipline  in  the  division  has  been  excellent  the 
past  quarter*  There  were  no  stragglers  apprehended.  There  wore  16 
serious  inddento  and  147  AWL’s  reported  during  the  period. 

b.  There  ware  9  General  Courts-Martial  tried  during  this 
qiiarter,  A  total  of  13.8  records  of  trial  for  Special  Courts-ifartial 

and  19  records  of  trial  for  Suninary  Courts-Martial  were  received  for  review. 

c.  The  division  IG  handled  130  request.?  for  assistance  and 
25  complaints,  7  of  which  were  justified. 

3.  Graves  Re^trations  During  the  quarter  the  Graves  Registration 
Platoon  processed  and  evacuated  134  ranains. 

4.  Development  and  Maintenance  of  Morales 

a.  Finance:  Four  new  units  assigned  to  the  division  were 
processed  by  sendiig  p.-oeessing  teams  to  the  unit  location,  resulting  in 
greater  efficiency  and  less  inconvenience  than  previous  processing  methods, 

b.  Chaplain:  During  the  quarter  there  were  1,518  re.UgtouB 
sorvices  conducted  with  a  total  attendance  of  52,384. 

c.  Special  Services:  During  the  quarter  3,83.0  out-of -country 
and  885  in-country  R&R  ellocatlai s  were  utilized.  There  were  12  USO  shows 
performed  during  the  quarter. 


Awards  and  Decorations: 

Ccngressional  Medal  of  Honor 

1 

Distinguished  Service  Cross 

6 

Distinguished  Service  Medal 

1 

Legion  of  Merit 

38 

Silver  Star' 

177 

Soldier's  Medal 

60 

Distinguished  Flying  Medal 

132 

Bronze  Star  -  Valor 

681 

Bronze  Star  -  Merit 

1,831 

Air  Medal  -  Valor 

107 

Air  iledal  -  Merit 

1,423 

Array  Conraendaticn  Medal  -  Valor 

502 

Amy  Conimendaticn  Medal  -  Merit 

2,693 

Purple  Heart 

TOT/iL 

388 

5Jo19 

5.  Civilian  Personnel; 

a.  At  the  end  of  the  quarter  the  division  employed  903 
temporary  hire  local  nationals', 

b.  There  were  1,416  pemrnent'hire  loc.al  nationals  employed 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter. 

H,  Logistics:  Ths  logistical  activity  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
during  the  reporting  period  ..is  contained  in  the  3hppt>rt  Coarcn'’  OuLL,  at 
ijicslosuro  6. 
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III  CommatKler's  Observation  and  Recommendations 


“  or 


a;  OBSiivVATloNS  (LiiSSOKS  LcARIED) 

PHYSICAL  PROPILdS 


ITKK;  There  are  personnel  being  assigned  to  the  Division  vdth  physicsu. 
profiles  precluding  utilization  in  combat  elements. 

DISCUSSION:  HQ,  USARV  has  authorized  immediate  reassigament  of  such 
Individuals  but  the  administrative  excess  and  loss  of  man  days  is 
significant,  A  limited  number  of  profiled  personnel  oan  bo  utilized 
vdthin  base  camp  and  support  type  activities, 

OBSjfflVATIONi  A  thorough  screening  of  personnel  records  at  transfer 
stations  and  processing  centers  for  physieal  profiles  prior  to  assignment 
to  Division  would  preclude  many  problems, 

AERIAL  LOUDSP^iAKdRS 

ITEM;  Use  of  Aerial  Loudspeakers 

DISCUSSION:  Aerial  loaispeakers  are  used  during  cordon  and  search 
operations  to  provide  guidance  from  the  tactical  unit  commander  to  the 
civilian  population  of  the  village  being  sealed.  Specific  instructions 
to  the  villagers  are  broadcasted  telling  them  their  village  is  sealed, 
to  remain  in  the  village  and  not  to  attempt  to  leave  the  village, 

OBSilRVATION;  The  use  of  aerial  loudspeakers  in  addition  to  ground 
loudspeakers  during  cordon  and  search  operations  is  of  value  to  inform 
the  civilian  population  of  the  tactical  coianandor's  desires,  thereby 
reducing  casualties  among  the  village  population. 

ROAD  OUTPOSTING 

ITEM;  Road  outposting  methods 

DISCUSSION;  It  has  been  determined  that  acceptable  road  outposting 
methods  vary  almost  excusively  with  fields  of  fire  and  foliage  in  the 
proximi.ty  of  the  road. 

OBSERVATION;  vVhen  the  fbliage  in  the  proximity  of  the  road  is  light 
and  good "fields  of  fire  arc  available,  road  outposting  procedures  are 
rather  .''lexiblo.  Vehicles  may  be  alternated  on  each  side  of  the  road 
so  they  have  visual  contact  with  each  other.  Dismounted  LP*s  are  then 
deployed  behind  the  vehicles  to  afford  rear  security.  Inter  vehicular 
distance  must  be  '’ried  with  the  terrain. 


Example: 


Aop 


P 

I  If  more  that"  20  meters,  OP  must  be  deployed  j 
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cos/p  fD£. 

When  fi^ds  of  firo  arc  limited  due  to  foliage  and  terrain,  back  to 
btek  outpoatii%  ia  -the  uoet  -auitaUk.  This  method  uses  two  vehicles 
sited  direccly  opposite  one  another  on  either  sido  of  the  road.  This 
provides  excellent  all  around  security,  decreases  reaction  time,  and 
permits  immediate  return  of  eneny  fire, 

Sxan^le; 

6^ _ _  _ t 
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MIMg  SWEiJIWQ  OPSRATIONS 

ITEM;  Mine  sweeping  sweeping  techniques  in  heavily  mined  areas. 

Discussion;  V/hen  deployed  in  the  V-formation,  tanks  shoulo  be  used  as 
flank  security, 

QBSglVATION;  Due  to  the  increased  frequency  of  off  the  road  mining  we 
have  limited  flank  security  to  tanks.  The  added  protection' against 
mines  inherent  in  the  t  .ik  curtails  injuries  and  miniiaizes  material 
damage ,  ' 

AC'^V's  will  be  kept  on  the  road  behind  the  mine  sweeping  teams  and 
lead  tanks. 


Example; 

b 

6 

Legend  -  '  Cl  Tank 

t*l  acav 


*  Mine  sweeping  team 


COmUNICATIONS 


ITEII;  Extra  PRC-25  radios 

DISCUSSION;  Duo  to  various  doDsaitments  given  cavalry  platoons  it  is 
necessary  for  platoon  leaders  to  carry  an  extigU,PRC-25, 

OBSERVATION;  Frequently  the  platoon  leader  is  required  to  organize  and 
deploy  dismounted  patrols.  Each  patrol  must  have  radio  communications. 

To  facilitate  this  an  extra  PRC-25  will  be  carried  by  e&ch  platoon, 

ILLUMINATION 

ITtfl!;  Illumination  coordination  required  for  Night  Defensive  Positions, 

DISCUSSION;  Illumination  coordination  between  units  of  an  NDP  is  necessary 
to  coordinate  the  positioning  of  starlight  scopes  and  xenon  searchlights. 
This  insures  well  dispursed  observation  capabilities  tJiroughout  the 
perimeter.  Preplanned  artillery  illumination  will  be  utilized  when  there 
is  ;iot  sufficient' light  for  the  proper  employment  of  the  starlight  scope. 
This  artillery  illumination  should  be  placed  between  5,000  meters  and 
6,000  meters  from  the  NDP,  This  eliminates  Illuminating  the  NDP.  • 
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VC  TACTIfa. 


ITiai;  VC  Tactics 

DISCUSSION;  During  Operation  BILLINGS  the  'IC/NVA  forces  fought  in  a 
way  that  indicateU  they  are  learning  to  fight  US  forces  in  a  more 
professional  manner.  Their  troop  discipline  under  fire,  thojr  ability 
to  coordinate  their  attacks,  indicates  improvement  in  their  leadership. 
Captured  VC  documents  indicate  the  following  future  tactical  ilnnovations  ■ 
to  be  conducted  by  the  VC. 

1.  The  use  of  a  small  decoy  to  Itire  US  units  into  an  ambush  by 
■\|I6 major  forces. 

2.  anphasis  upon  attacking  US  forces  during  airmobile  extraction 
operations. 

3,  An  intensification  in  the  conduct  of  raids  ard  a:.„ushe8. 

Increased  emphasis  upon  the  destruction  of  the  initial  element 
of  an  airmobile  assault.  Such  tactics  re<5uire  that  increased  emphasis 
on  vigilance,  control,  and  secvffity  be  exercised  by  commanders  of  all 
levels. 

OBSEkVATIOH :  Commanders  should  remain  alert  for  new  or  better  use  of 
recent  tactics  to  be  employed  by  the  VC. 

BOUNDARIliS 


ITEM;  Division  Boundaries 

DISCUSOION;  During  Operation  MANHATTAN  the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  the 
25th  Infantry  Division  moved  toward  each  other  with  the  SAIGON  Hiver  as 
a  division  boundary.  In  this  instance,  liaison  officers  were  exchanged 
down  to  and  including  battalion  level  to  provide  for  continuing  fire 
coordination. 

OBSiRVATION;  It  is  necessary  to  establish  and  maintain  close  coordination 
between  units  that  are  moving  toward  each  other,  even  when  the  boundary 
between  the  two  unit*  is  a  clearly  defined  terrain  feature. 

PW's 


ira^;  Use  of  PW's 

DISCUSSION ;  On  two  occasions  duving  Operation  KANK/iTTAN  infomation 
obtained  from  PW's  led  to  the  captxad  of  two  large  ^'C  weapons  and  munitions 
caches,  orw  of  which  was  at  the  time  the  largest  known  discovery  of  its 
kind  in  the  Vietnamese  War,  The  information  was  provided  by  two  former 
VC  officers,  who  were  captured  during  previous  battles.  Those  Individuals 
edso  volunteered  their  services  to  the  IFW  teams  to  assist  in  gaining 
information  of  immediate  tactical  value  from  new  PW's, 

OBSERVATION;  The  ostablisheaent  of  t  rapport  as  a  result,  of  IPW 
personnel's  persistent  effort  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  PW's 
provides  a  valuable  intelligence  tool  that  needs  more  exploitation. 
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ITKM!  Intelllgoncc  Ulssendnation 

Discussion;  The  effort  of  painstakingly  compiling  and  disseminating 
intelligence  in  a-  concise,  graphic  form  per^tted  smaller  units  to 
conduct  detailed  planning  of  their  operations.  The  results  achieved  in 
locating  VC  supply  caches,  base  camps,  and  tunnels  at  reported  sites 
validated  the  nrtlkad  emplo7ed  by  the  lat  Infantry  Divisionis  intelligence 
staff, 

OBSERVATIOM;  The  intelligence  staff  has  developed  an  intalligjnce  system 
that  focuses  upon  all  facets  of  VC  activity  in  II  Corgg.  Tactical  Zone, 
maintains  cress  reference  files  that  provide  sp’oeif  i  cdctail  od  information 
on  any  given  aspect  of  VC  organizations  and  operations  anjuhere  in  the 
..zone,  and  collates  detailed  information  to  develop  VC  trends  and  patterns 
of  activities. 


PATROLS 


irZM;  Ambush  Patrols 

DISCUSSION;  The  ambush  offers  the  infantryman  the  gre-'tost  potential. 
Prastically  every  day  1st  Infantry  Division  ambushes  make  contact  with 
VC}  however,  the  resultant  body  count  is  unacceptably  low.  Increased 
emphasis  and  training  is  necessary  to  improve  the  ambush  techniques, 

OBSERVATION;  The  ist  Infantry  Division  has  prepared  a  training  letter, 
subject:  Ambush,  dated  5  August  1967,  which  is  inclosed  with  this  report 
as  Inclbsure  12. 


ASSAULTS 


HEM;  Ainiobile  Assaults 

DISCUSSION;  Much  experience  has  been  gained  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division . 
since  it  arrived  in  Vietnam.  The  airmobile  assault  has  proven  itself  to 
be  a  valuable  tool  in  combating  the  VC  and  chasing  him  out  of  areas 
considered  to  be  his  Jungle  sanctuaries. 

OBSERVATION;  The  following  comments  are  lessons  learned  through 
experience; 

The  first  problem  in  an  airmobile  assault  is  to  select  the.LZ. 

The  LZ  that  is  selected  should  be  one  that  can  be  easily  prepared  and 
sealed  off.  The  airstrikes  that  prepare  the  LZ  should  use  hard  bombs 
and  napalm.  The  time  for  four  flights  of'TAC  air  should  be  compressed 
as  tight  as  possible,  (See  Diagram  1,  page  23) 

,  In  the  artillery  prepai’ation  there  must  be  thorough  coverage  of  the 
JlZ,  One  must  be  concerned  with  killing  anyone  around  the  LZ.  The  air 
and  artillery  laust  use  system  of  blocking  out  the  positions  for  the 
preparation.  If  the  airstrike  is  off  the  desired  teu:get'  area  then 
more  artillery  nmst  be  put  in.  Orbits  must  be  established  for  aircraft 
that  are  involved  in  the  prep.  An  altitude  space  from  1,500  feet  and 
below  is  given  to  the  FAC,  while  an  altitude  of  1,600  feet  and  above 
is  given  to  commanders  aivi  othei  -observers'C called  "sti-ap-^iangers"); 

(See  Diagram  2,  page  24) 

Whenever  the  LZ  cannot  be  covered  with  fire  then  cover  it  with 
smoke.  This  will  act  as  a  cover,  (See  Diagram  3,  page  25) 

The  five  initial  ships  should  go  into  the  LZ  one  minute  early,  landing 
about  100  yards  from  the  trees  for  the  sole  purpose  of  returning  fire, 

(See  Diagram  4,  page  26)  ' 
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Elc''.king  fires  should  be  set  up  out  to  the  flanks  on  one,  two,  or 
throe  .ides,  depending  on  the  situation.  It  is  extremely  imrprtuit  that 
all  people  know  where  the  blocking  fires  are  bting  placed.  T.tc  brigade 
comm^er  is  responsiblb  for  all  fires.  He  must  inform  his  people  of 
these  blocking  fires.  Airstrike*  are  used  to  prep  the  "in"  run  while 
artillery  is  used  to  prep  the  "out"  run.  The  troops  ship  pilots  must 
know  exactly  where  to  land  the  first  platoon.  The  LZ  should  bo  large 
enough  to  hold  the  headquarters  and  all  platoons.  Upon  landing  the  troops 
must  quickly  leave  the  helicopters  and  go  directly  to  cover.  The  first 
man  off  each  ship  directs  the  people  in  the  platoon  as  to  when  they  are 
to  go.  The  second  platoon  should  be  landed  in  an  area  far  enough  away 
to  prevent  congestion.  It  is  important  that  companies  are  separated 
and  that  there  is  a  guide  for  each  platoon,  (See  Diagram  5,  pago  2?) 

The  troop  locations  on  landing  should  be  marked  by  colored  smoko. 
Smoko  is  important,  but  one  should  not  spend  all  the  tiiv.C  on  the  radio 
talking  about  it.  ’When  using  snwke,  you  have  to  cover  your  flanksi  with 
maoko  and  give  the  people  in  the  air  an  idea,  a  picture,  of  the 
disposition  of  the  unit.  Enough  smoke  must  be  used  to  outline  the 
troop  positions. 

A  simple  movement  plan  must  be  tied  in  with  tlie  nig’nt  defonsive 
position  (NDP)  plan.  Everyone  must  understand  ahead  of  time  vhat  is 
going  to  happen.  The  best  remain  over  night  (ROl!)  position  is  where 
you  have  a  clearing  all  'round  you  with  a  good  position  for  resupply, 

A  good  defensive  position  and  readily  secured  resupply  area  is  needed. 
Security  is  a  most  vital  part  of  the  plan. 

Problems  have  been  experienced  on  assaults  with  people  failing  to 
mark  the  extremities  with  smoke,  failing  to  double-time  off  the  I,Z,  and 
with  tho  grouping  of  men.  The  reason  for  the  bunching  of  men  is  that  no 
one  knows  the  assciii>ly  plan. 

The  brigade  commander  shoifLd  carry  the  battalion  conniander  in  his 
ship,  so  that  he  has  positive  control  of  ail  facets  of  the  plan,  jilaof 
closer  coordination  in  keeping  the  operation  on  schedule  is  facilitated. 

If  one  has  a  delay,  all  have  a  delay;  everyone  concerned  must  know  about 
it  so  that  the  men  don’t  overload.  Reconnaissance  platoons  are  not  to 
be  used  as  coii5)enies.  One  should  make  sure  that  their  mission  is  within 
tho-  capabilities  of  a  platoon. 

In  tho  extraction  plan  from  an  LZ  blocking  areas  shoifLd  be  in  the 
area  of  the  greatest  threat.  In  the  platoons,  during  extraction, 
everyone  must  be  dispersed  except  the  1st  chalk  where  everyone  should  bo 
standing  up  ready  to  load  immediately  onto  the  aircraft.  The  detonation 
of  claymores  should  be  judged  by  tho  tine  it  will  take  to  extract. 

The  claymores  will  possibly  clean  out  VC  troops  who  may  be  moving 
immediately  into  fighting  positions  to  get  at  the  last  aircraft.  Three 
major  guides  to  <an  atnnobile  assault  plan  are;  1 .  Keep  it  simple, 

2,  Thorough  briefing,  3,  Vigorous  supervision  -  the  most  important 
point. 
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JUNGLE  CLS/jgMG 


ITjiK;  Jungle  Clearing 

DISCUSSIOMr  During  Operation  DALLAS  the  2-2  Infantry  (Mech)  oinducted 
juflgle  clearing  operations  in  the  VIKH  LOI  Woods  with  tank  dossers  and 
Rome  plows,  '.Then  contact  which  indicated  the-  presence  s.  base  camp 
was  made  with  VC/MVA  elements  during  jungle  clearing,  the  mechanized 
elements  would  develop  the  situation  by  deploying  linearly,  while 
directing  supporting  air  and  artillery  fires  into  the  suspected  base 
camp.  Upon  clearing  a  circular  swath  around  the  base  caiapf  sidditional 
swaths  were  progressively  cleared  into  the  center  of  the  camp  from  the 
circle.  This  configuration  of  the  cleared  Jungle  took  on  the 
appearance  of  a  spoked  wheel  superls^josed  on  the  base  camp.  After 
occupation  and  security  of  the  base  camp  by  mechanized  eleraents,  the 
camp  would  be  systematically  ddstroyed  by  dozers.  This  methodical 
technique  of  destroying  base  canq>s  during  a  jungle  clearing  operation 
resulted  in  extremely  few  casualties, 

OESiiaVATION;  The  use  of  tank  dozer/Rome  plows  in  conjunction  with 
mechanized  forces  in  jiuigla  clearing  operations  can  effectively  reduce 
US  casualties  while  at  the  same  time  speed  the  clearing  of  th-  jun^e, 

FCL 

ITEM;  Fire  Coordination  Line  (FCL) 

DISCUSSION;  During  Opurotion  liANHATTAN  1st  Infantry  Division  forces 
were  withdrawn' behind  a  FCL  1,000  meters  from  the  SAIGON  River  before 
the  River  Assault  Group  (RAG)  force  began  its  sweep,  ndditioffilly,  a 
liaison  officer  from  the  division  accompanied  the  RAG  force  to  insure 
adeouato  fire  control.  This  proved  to  be  successful, 

OBSERVATION:  Id  an  operation  along  a  major  water  route  where  blocking 
forces  are  employed  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  a  RiiG  force  sweeps 
the  water  route  between,  the  blocking  forces,  it  is  -vital  to  establish 
a  FCL  for  both  blocking  forces  to  prevent  friendly  forces  from  becoming 
inadvortetfly  engaged  ;d.th  the  RAG  force, 

B.  K-5C01®NDATI0NS:  None. 

FOR  THE  CONliANDER! 


J.  C.  PENNINGT 
LTC,  ACC 

Adjutant  General 
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AVFBC-H  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  1st  Infantry  Division, 

31  July  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  15  Sep  1967 

THRU:  Conmanding  General,  USARV,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DH,  APO  96375 

Commander  in  Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-MH,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Dept  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded. 

2.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  report  and  concurs. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


t/R.  E.  WAMBSGANSS 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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AVHGC-DST  (25  Aug  6?)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  July  1967  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  31  OCT  1967 

TO;  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

1,  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  31  July  1967  from  Headqviarters,  1st  Infantry  Division 
(WAHD)  as  indorsed, 

2,  Pertinent  comments  follow:  Reference  item  concerning  physical  pro¬ 
files,  paragraph  A,  Commander’s  Observation,  page  18:  Concur, 

a.  The  problem  of  personnel  possessing  combat  arms  MOS’s  arriving  in 
RVN  who  are  not  physically  qualified  for  assignment  is  no  greater  in  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  than  other  commands.  Because  of  the  number  of  profiled  per¬ 
sonnel  arriving,  they  are  assigned  to  iinits  in  RVK  regardless  of  profile  serial. 
Upon  determination  by  unit  commander  that  no  position  exists  in  which  the  in¬ 
dividual  can  be  utilized,  reassignment  instructions  are  immediately  furnished 
by  this  headquarters, 

b.  Recommend  that  Department  of  the  Army  place  greater  emphasis  on 
proper  classification  and  reclassification  action  for  personnel  with  assignment 
limitations  caused  by  physical  profiles.  It  is  imperative  that  proper  reclsr^i- 
fication  action  be  taken  by  CONUS  and  overseas  commanders  UP  paragraph  2-30a  (2), 
AR  600-200,  for  personnel  volunteering  or  levied  for  RVN,  prior  to  departure 
for  this  command, 

3,  Unit  will  be  notified  of  actions  and  comments  by  routine  indorsement 
which  returns  this  report, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER; 

C.  S.  NAKATSUKASA 
Captain.  AGC 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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GPOP-DT(25  Aug  67)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 
from  HQ,  Ist  Inf  Div  (UIC:  WAIIDAA)  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  (U) 

HQ,  US  ARMif,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558 

4  J  A.-.  1968 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
Indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


1  Incl 
nc 


K.  F.  OSBOm 
lUJ,  ABC 

Aut  IQ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

PETARTMEaJT  OF  IHE  ARMf  ' 

mjmmms  zo  brigade  ist  inf;jjtry  division 
AIO  San  Francisco  96345 

AVDB-AMP  6  August  196? 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS  CGG  ro-25)  (HI)  (U) 


TO:  Comnanding  General 

Ist  Infantry  Division 
■  ATTN:  AVDB-T 
AIO  96345 


1.  (C)  I'art  I.  INTRODUCTION: 

a.  Background:  During  the  preceding  period  (l  tey  6?  -  31  July  67)» 

“Id  Brigade  participated  in  one  division  size  operation  and  one  continuous 
brigade  operation.  The  Division  operation  in  v^ich  the  Brigade  was  coanitted 
was  Op  DALLAS  (1?  May  67  -  25  May  6?).  In  Op  LAM  SON  67,  2d  Brigade  worked 
in  close  coopjeration  and  coordination  with  5th'ARVN  Division  and  BINH  DUONG 
Sector,  18th  ARVN  Division  and  LIEN  HOA  Sector,  CAIITAL  MILITiJiY  DISTRICT  and 
GIA  DINH  Sector.  .LAM  SON  67  operations  included:  Jungle  clearing  operations, 
search  and  destroy' operations,  cordon  and  search  operations,  platoon  and 
aouad  size  ambushes  ahd  saturation  patrolling,  security  missions  of  Engr  units, 
forward  support  areas,  roads  and  designated  village  chief;  convoy  escort  and 
road  clearing;  revolutionary  developoent  projects,  civic  action  pro£.r<'::s, 
population  control  activities  and  peychological  operations;  visual  reconnais- 
seince  flights  and  tha  direction  of  airstrikes  and  artillery  concentrationa. 
During  the  reporting  period,  at  varying  times,  the  following  battalions  parti- 
cipated  in  2d  Brigade  operations:  l/l8  Inf,  2/l8  Inf,  2/l6  Inf,  2/2  Inf  (Kech) 
2/28  Inf,  ,1/26  Inf,  l/l6  Inf.  The  .l/4  Cav,  b/2/34  Arm,  a/5/2' Arty,  ist  Engr, 
168  Engr  mi  .l/l1  ACR  also  participated  in  brigade  operations.  The  l/7  Arty 
was  in  (^ect  support  of  the  Brigade  throughout  the  reporting  period, 

b.  Drigede  Organization:  •  (Units  and  Cosnanding  Officers). 

(1)  2d  Brigade,  Ist  Infantry  Division: 

(a)  LTC  Alexander  M.  Haig:  1  May  -  29  Kay  67. 

•  (b)  COL  Charles  E.  Thebaud:  30  Kay  -  31  Jul  67. 

(2)  '  1st  Battalion,  lOth  Infantry: 

(a)  ‘  LTC  Richard  E,  Cavazos:  1  Fiay  -  31  Jul  67. 

(3)  2d  Battalion,  I8th  Infantry: 

(a)  LTC  Lewis  R,  Baumann:  1  fey  -  17  .fey  67. 

(b)  LTC  James  F.  Trice:  18  fey  -  31  July  67. 

(4)  2d  Battalion,  l6th  Infantry: 

(a)  LTC  Joseph  R.  Ulatoski:  1  fey  -  9  Jul  67. 

(b)  LTC  Stanley  J.  Taroentier:  10  Jul  -  31  Jul  67. 

(5)  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry: 

(a)  LTC  Edward  J.  Collins:  1  May  -  29  May  67. 

■(b)  LTC  John  D.  Felton:  30  fey  -  31  Jul  67. 
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(6)  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry: 

(a)  LTC  Jerry  S,  Edwards:  1  May  -  26  June. 

(b)  LTC  Edward  J,  Cavanaugh:  2?  Jun  -  31  Jul  67. 

(7)  Ist  Battalion,  26th  Infantry: 

(a)  LTC  Josei*j  H,  Hofftaan:  1  May  »  31  Jul  67. 

(8)  Ist  Battalion,  l6th  Infantry: 

(a)  LTC  Rufus  C.  Lazzell:  1  May  -  28  Jun  67. 

(b)  LTC  Calvert  T,  Benedict:  29  June  -  31  Jul  67. 

(9) .  1st  Bquadrdn,,  4th  Cavalry: 

(a)  LTC  Thomas  W.‘  Fife:  1  May  -  1  Jun  67. 

(b)  LTC  John  V/.  Seigle:  2  Jun  -  31  Jul  67. 

(10)  Headouarters  Company,  2d  Brigade: 

(a)  CIT  Gerald  E.  Tilleux:  1  %  -  31  Jul  67. 

(11)  list  Battalion,  7th  Artillery: 

(a) .  LTC  George  L.  McFadden:  1  May  -  21  ^‘ay  67. 

(b)  LTC  John  W.  Cassell:  5  Jun  -  31  Jul  67. 

(12)  Co  D,  1st  Engineer  Battalion: 

(a)  CIT  Robert  C,  Lee:  1  May  -  3  Jul  67. 

(b)  CIT  Marion  L.  Caldwell:  4  Jul  -  31  Jul  67. 

(13)  Co  A,  l68th  Engineer  Battalion: 

(a)  err  Dcnwall  D.  VJhitley:  1  May  -  20  Jul  i^7< . 

(b)  ILT  Douglas  B,  Holen:  21  Jul  -  31  Jul  67. 

(14)  ,  Co  B,  701st  Maintenance: 

(a)  CFT  Michael  F,  Gandee:  1  May  -  31  Jul  6?, 

(15)  Co  C,  1st  Medical  Battalion: 

(a)  CIT  Robert  L  Moesinger:  1  Kay  -  31  Jul  67. 

2.  (C)  r'art  n.  TACTICAL  OrEfG.TIONS; 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  the  Brigade  participated  in  one  Division 
operation,  Op  DaLLaS  and  conducted  one  Brigade  operation,  the  continuous  Op 
LAM  SON  67. 

b.  Chronology  of  TaStlcsl  Operations: 

(1)  Operation  LAM  SON  67:  1  May  -  31  Jul  67. 

Continuing  Op  LaM  SON  67,  2d  Brigade  in  conjunction  with  5th  ARVI 
Division  and  BINH  DUONG  Sector,  18th  ARVN  DilF  and’EflBN  ROA’  Ssetor  end’ Capital 
Military  District  and  GIA  DINH  Sector  conducted  tactical  operations  in 
designated  areas  to  locate  and  destroy  VC>^VA  main  force  units,  guerrilla  units 
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and  VC  infrastructure,  continued,  by  constant  api  lication  of  combat  fire 
povior,  to  cause  individual  members  of  these  VC  organizations  to  rally  to  GVN' 
control  in  order  to  stimulate  furtlier  Revolutionary  Development  Activities 
in  these  areas.  Op  LAM  SON  continued  to  place  emphasis  on  strengthening 
local  defenses  (insuring  a  secure  environment)  and  extending  developmental 
projects.  In  the  LAM  SON  6?  tactical  area  of  operations;  the  2d  Drigade 
conducted  jungle  clearing  operations,  search  and  destroy  operations,  cordon 
and  search  operations,  platoon  and  souad  size  ambushes  and  saturation 
patrolling;  provided  security  at  Rock  Cuarry  and  laterite  pits,  for  Village 
Chief  of  TAN  FHUOC  KHANK  and  engineer  work  parties;  secured  and  cleared  roads 
and  forward  support  areas;  provided  convoy  escort;  conducted  numerous  civil 
affairs' activities  to  include  Hamlet  Festivals,  popiulation  control  acti'vities, 
MEDCAIs,  DIHTCiirs,  food  distribution  end  solatium  payments  (resulting  from 
property  damage  or  personal  injury^  ^nd  various  other  revolutionary  developj- 
ment  projects  and  civic  action  programs;  conducted  extensive  ground  and  air 
psychological  operations;  directed  eiratrikes  and  conducted  artillery  con¬ 
centrations  on  VC  base  camps,  supply  areas,  suspected  VC  locations  and  ADI 
targets;  conducted  Eagle  Flints  aid  Starlight  missions,  and  provided  basic 
and  unit  training  for  Regional  Force  Cot'oany  969.  Cordon  and  search  ops  with 
hamlet  festivals  wefe  conducted  in  TaN  HIEI  (XT91010$)  on  fl  liiy  67,  HOA  NHUT 
(XTCS3177)  on  17  Jun  67,  DINH  CHUAN  (XTBS616A)  on  30  Jun  67,  THUAN  Gli.O 
(XT873122)  on  9  Jul  67,  and  TAN  Bi.  (XT934137)  on  16  Jul  67,  A  cordon  and  • 
search  operation  with  population  control  activities  was  conducted  in  VINH 
TRUONG  (XT868175)  on  12  Jul  67.  Cordon  end  search  (only)  oper.tions  were 
conducted  in  DoNG  T..M  (XT935052)  25-26  Jul  67,  AT  T;M  NA  (XT955075)  on  1A 
Jul  67,  DINH  TRI  (XT025O87)  on  15  Jul  67,  NEW  LUNG  DIA  (XT867216)  on  17  Jul 
67,  HOA  LOI  II  (XT816238)  on  21  Jul  67,  at  THU  CHANH  (XT85823A)  on  27  Jul  67 
and  at  I  HU  CH/iNH  again  on  29  Jul  67.  A  feint  seal  was  conducted  at  'HU  HUU 
(XT85A1A3)  on  11  Jul  67.  All  LAM  SOI  67  operations  were  accomplished  in  close 
coojjeration  and  coordination  with  elements  of  5th  ARVN  Divisdn  and  DINH  DUONG 
Sector,  I8th  <JIVN  Division  and  DUN  HOa  Sector,  and  Capital  Military  Mstrict 
and  GIa  DINH  Sector  rssp)eotively.  In  addition.  Joint  Committees  of  the 
"County  Team"  (composed  of  representatives  of  the  )  rovincial  Office  of  Civiliar. 
Operations,  DINH  DUONG  Sector,  5th  ARVN  Division  end  2d  Drigade)  were  estab¬ 
lished  and  during  thic  reporting  period  continued  coordinating,  planning, 
establishing  priorities  and  making  recommendations  concerning  Revolutionary 
Development  activities,  L'J'l  SON  67  continued  to  improve  the  secure  environment 
in  the  ■vital  centra]  HLNH  DUONG  1  rovince  between  the  SAIGON  and  DONG  NAI  Rivers , 
LAM  SON  67  continues.  Results  from  Operation  Ia.M  SON  67  from  1  ICay  67  to 
31  Jul  67  were  as  follows:  58  VC  KIA,  3  VC  KIA  (Irob),  30  TV,  1  VCC,  5  deserter 
72  draft  evaders,  285  detainees,  2  boxes  VC  propaganda  leaflets,  A  firing  pons, 
955m  trench,  34  ponchos,  1  steel  pot,  4  centeens,  sml  ouan  medical  supplies, 

2  entrenching  tools,  1  booby-trapped  155mm  rd,  14  Kl6  magazines,  1  jar  pellets, 

1  bomb,  2  shelves,  6l  CDU,  13-7.62  rds,8  motorcycles,  1  canteen  cover,  40 

transistor  batteries,  4  shirts,  4  booby-trapped  butterfly  bombs,  6  VC  gas 
masks,  2  benches,  9  wells,  1  spider  hole,  1  K7-9  6  sleeping  positions, 

3-. 45  cal  pistols,  1  Smith  &  Wesson  revolver,  -6  batteries,  6  booby-trapped 
CDU's,  1  pr  shorts,  2  bloody  shirts,  2  shelters  with  roofs,  4  rooms,  4  Ml 
rifles,  1  Springfield  bolt-action  rifle,  2  CHICOK  carbines,  100  lbs  beans, 

2  AK  47 's,  10  knives,  1  CHICOM  pistol,  16  bolts  cloth,  1  M72  U.W,  3296  rds 
SA  amo,  1-60m  mortar  base  plate,  2  carbine  stocks,  3-105nn  fuses,  2-60m 
mortars  rds,  1  roll  concertina,  1  h-.memade  bomb,  2  blasting  ceps,  2  tcr)^dos, 

24  AT  mines,  350  lb  peanuts,  50  lb  milk,  50  lb  sardines,  10  lb  tobacco  p^r, 

8  lean  to's,  2  buckets,  10  bcoby-trapped  grenades,  11  spider  holes,  29 
fighting  positions,  128  tunnels,  21  punji  pits,  1  container,  122  foxholes, 

4  booby-trapped  105mm  rds,  20  US  grenades,  5  cls-yo^'C  stand,  2  cots,  3-6liaa 
duds,  4  pressure  type  detonators,  1-175mm  dud,  3  ciayrore  detonators,  14 
bicycles,  2  Russian  AT  mines,  1  first  aid  kit,  1  mortar  position,  26-155™ 
duds,  14  buffalos,  1  t«nt,  2-155nin  booby-trap,  21  K79  rds,  2.8  tons  rice, 

1  Russian  rifle,  72  rds  5.56,  pots  and  pans,  4  large  buildings,  1  pr  shower 
shoes,  4  sleeping  mats,  3  nr.chetes,  2  shape  charges,  2  blocks  TNT,  10  lbs 
shrimp,  1-2.75™  rocket,  200  lbs  noodles,  4  benches,  3  fishing  poles,  1  Russian 
flag,  355  lbs  salt,  8  gal  nuoc  nara,  75  lbs  documents,  100  lbs  soap,  2  type¬ 
writers,  10  5M3  mag,  6  carbine  mag,  15  lbs  cake  and  nut  roll,  7  amo  bulls, 

7  dantay  mines,  1  sewing  machine,  5  US  helmet  liners, ’1  VC  flag,  425  lbs  hr'j\m 
sugar  candy,  10J  gal  kerosene,  25  lbs  flour,  8  cartons  cigarettes,  2  flash¬ 
lights,  2  lanterns,  5  gal  cooking  oil,  2  sleeping  areas,  sml  quan  clothing, 

379  bimkers,  94  hutches,  42  base  camps,  1  set  fatigues,  1  butterfly  bomb, 

1  canteen  cup,  3  DS  pistol  belts,  62  CHICOM  grenades,  2  helriet  liners,  1-5  gal 
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can,  12  VC  panohos,  6-8"  rds,  rifle  grenades,  1  bow,  30  bowls, 

3  pair  pajamas,  56-105!3a  duds,  5-.30  cal  rds,  ?  tables,  1  latride;.  2  RFC 
rds,  1  anti-tank  nine,  2  Kl6  rifles, -6  US  clayrores,  220'  wire,  12  claymores, 

2  US  carbine,  1  bandoleer,  1-500  lb  boni),  1  helmet  (U§),  2  packs  typing  paper, 

4  back  packs,  1  walkie-talkie,  15  tooth  brushes,  77  quarts  vinegar,  2  axes, 

600  lbs  cement,  1  hoe,  2  picks,  1  watch,  1  clock,  1  deck  of  cards,  20  lbs 
tobacco,  12  cans  beef,  14  pr  sandals,  7-4.5  volt  batteries,  6  flashlights, 

3- 55  gal  drums,  120  lbs  clothes,  1  gas  stove,  1  mosquito  net,  .30  cal  amno, 
rRC~25  headset,  1  fin  assy,  rice  bowls. 

(2)  Operation  DALLAS  (l7  -  25  Hay  67). 

Operation  DALLAS  was  a  Division  size  operation  vrtiich  missioned 
the  2d  Brigade  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  ONO  DONG  Jungle 
and  to  control  convoys  between  KN  UYLN  and  D1  i.N  from  17  -  25  May  67.  The 
2d  Brigade  participation  in  Op  DALLAS  was  conducted  in  three  phases.  On  17 
Kay,  2d  Bde  initiated  Ihase  I  with  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  DARING 
with  2/2  Inf  Mech  and  commenced  escorting  convoys  from  DI  aN  to  T/JJ  UYEN. 

In  Phase  H  and  III,  2d  Brigade  with  2/2  Inf  (-;  (l%ch),  2  Plats  B/2/34  Arm, 
1/11  ACR  (-)  and  k/Z/St  Ihf  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  and 
jungle  clearing  operations  in  the  CtIG  DONG  Jungle.  Brigade  tenainated 
participation  in  Op  DALLAS  at  250600H  Kay  67.  Results  of  Operation  ware: 

I  VC  KIA  (DC),  1  French  bolt  action  rifle,  1  carbine,  1  Remington  bolt  action 
rifle,  6  VC  base  camps,  51  foxholes,  89  bunkers,  245  meters  trench,  4  punji 
pits,  21  undergroimd  rooms,  1  ton  polished  rice,  41  booby  trapped  grenades, 
1-90Bin  rd,  12-105inB  rds,  3-175nia  rds,  4-6"  rds,  43  CDU's,  2  CHICOM  grenades, 

4- 60nmi  rds,  2-8lEin  rds,  1  rifle  grenade,  2  VC  flags,  1  Russian  flag,  1  stove, 

II  US  cots,  1  VC  gas  mask,  1  pair  binoculars,  2  cooking  pots,  2  canteens,  2 
mosquito  nets,  3-5  gal  water  cans,  small  amount  documents  and  medic?''  supplies, 

3.  (C)  Part  III:  INTEILIGENCE: 

a,  May  1967:  There  were  47  VC  initiated  incidents  during  the  nonti. 
of  May.  15  involved  detonr.tion  of  pressure  type  mines  by  vehicles,  The 
majority  of  these  were  during  jungle  clearing  operations.  Snipers  were  active 
along  routes  of  movement  and  in  areas  where  jungle  clearing  operations  were 
being  conducted,  Ihere  wefe  27af.  these  incidents, 2  D40  rounds  were  fired  at  a 
tank  and  a  Rome  Flow  vicinity  of  XT91C103  on  10  May  67.  There  were  no  sig¬ 
nificant  trends  during  this  period  ai  '  guerrilla  forces  continued  harassing 
and  delaying  activities  while  local  force  companies  avoided  contact,  VC  con¬ 
trol  of  areas  not  occupied  by  GVN/BS  forces  remain  unchanged, 

b,  June  1967:  There  were  17  VC  Initiated  incidents  during  the  month 
of  June.  5  were  detonations  of  booby  traps  by  tracked  vehicles  during  jungle 
clearing  operations,  5  were  incidents  of  sniper  fire,  5  incidents  were  of 
hand  grenades  thrown  at  ambush  positions  and  vehicles  and  2  were  m'-rtar  at¬ 
tacks  with  60mm  and  81mm  mortars..  There  was  a  lessening  of  sniper  incidents 
directed  against  convoys  during  this  month.  Guerrilla  activity  in  general 
was  at  a  low  ebb  and  local  force  companies  avoided  contact.  There  were  5 
torrosiat  incidents  directed  against  civilians,  The  VC  continue  to  be  vulnei^ 
able  to  the  psychological  operat^ns.  The  VC  will  increase  terrorist  activ¬ 
ities  to  counteract  the  success  of  the  RD  program  being  carried  out  in  the 
Bim  HOA  and  DINH  DUONG  Provinces,  The  VC  infrastructwe  within  the  village 
of  FHU  CHANH,  CHAU  THANH  District  was  severely  danaged,  if  not  destroyed,  due 
to  operations  conducted  there  diu’ing  the  minth  of  June, 

c,  July  1967:  There  were  65  VC  initls.ted  inci'*  nts  during  the  month 
of  July.  Of  tiiese,  24  were  detonations  of  mines  ci-  ''/''Jraps  during  jungle 
clearing  operations;  35  incidents  were  SA  and  AW  fire  -irectqd  at  ambush  posi¬ 
tions,  perimeter  defenses  and  vehicles;  3  incidents'  were  terrorist  acts  against 
civilians;  and  3  Incidents  were  mortar  and  rocket  attacks.  In  general,  VC 
activity  in  the  LAM  SCN  AO  was  on  the  upswing  during  July,"  The  VC  oort.!-"' 

be  vulnerable  to  the  psychological  operations.  It  iff  probable  that  to;—'  '  ' 
activities  will  increase  as  the  SVN  elections  draw  near.  Also,  the  VC  v.jl 
continue  terrolst  activities  to  counteract  the  success  of  the  RD  program  being 
carried  out  in  DUN  HOA  and  BINH  DUWIG  FrovJnoes,  The  VC  infrastructure  pf 
HOA  LOI  II  was  severely  damaged  due  to  the  operation  conducted  there  on  21 
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Jul  67.  The  EBrter  and  rocket  attacks  on  FHU  IX)I  and  rHUOC  VINH  on  29  July 
were  carried  out  by  the  U0O  VC  Arty  Regt  at  coordinatss  2TG424*  A  sieraber 
of  the  unit,  captured  by  D/I/4  Cav  on  29  Jul,  stated  that  there  v«re  approx- 
iaately  400  men  in  his  unit  and  approximately  80  of  these  were  NVN, 

4.  (C)  Fart  IV!  FEHSOtm: 

a.  Fresent  Strength:  The  assigned  strength  of  the  Brigade  at  the 
beginning  of  the  reporting  period  was  122  Officers,  9  Warrant  Officers,  and 
2282  Enlisted  Ken.  The  strength  of  the  Brigade  at  the  end  of  the  reporting 
period  was  119  Officers,  7  Warrant  Officers,  and  2536  Enlisted  Ken. 

b.  Replacements:  The  Brigade  received  924  fiersonnel  mplccements  and 
lost  675  personnel  during  the  reporting  period,  resulting  in  a  net  gain  of 
249  Forsonnel, 

c.  Military  Discipline:  Military  Discipline  has  been  excellent. 

There  were  no  unusual  problems  concerning  law  and  order. 

d.  Burials!  All  grave  registration  activity  is  handled  by  the 
Forward  Support  Section,  let  Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion  and  also  the 
506th  Cjuartemaster  Company.  All  deceased  have  been  evacuated  through 
channels  with  no  burials  in  the  Field. 

e.  Civilian  Employees!  At  the  present,  the  Brigade  hires  112 
unskilled  laborers  for  each  day,  under  the  temporary  hire  program,  for 
tasks  such  as  clearing  fields  of  fire,  filling  sand  begs,  drainage  ditches, 
and  leveling  ground  for  foundation  pads.  200  local  Nationals  are  employed 
under  the  piertranent  hire  program  for  jobs  as  KP's,  waitresses,  carp'rter, 
autoiTotive  mechanics,  gardeners,  and  janitors. 

f.  Kbrale  and  lersonnel  Services:  Morale  of  this  Brigade  continues 
to  be  excellent.  The  brigade  is  receiving  adequate  quotas  for  out  of  country 
R&R.  Red  Cross  support  for  personal  problems  has  bean  timely  and  excellent. 

This  Brigade  has  processed  736  awards  during  the  reporting  period, 

g.  Civil  Assistance:  Relations  with  the  civilian  conenroities  within 
the  Brigade  TAOR  have  continued  to  be  excellent.  Close  coordination  with 
US/GVN  officials  at  district  and  prv  cince  levels  has  resulted  in  regular 
Medical  Civic  Action  Frograms,  insuring  that  all  major  vlllages/hanlets  re¬ 
ceive  maximum  benefits  from  US/VN  medical  assistance  teams.  During  the 
reporting  period  some  8,665  persons  were  treated.  Civic  Action  I  rejects  vwre 
coordinated  with  district/province  officials  to  insure  that  only  GVN-approved 
projects'  were  undertaken.  US  assistance  to  ARVU/Rf/IF-  units  continued  to 
include  aid  in  the  construction  of  outposts  and  bunkers;  provision  of  barriaer 
nEterialsj  maintenance  contact  teams  for  repair  of  weapns,  vehicles,  end 
signal  itans,  and  FiEDC.'.Fs  for  military  dependents, 

5.  (C)  Fart  Vi  LOGISTICS: 

a.  May  1967:  During  tb©  reporting  period  logistical  transport  was 
provided  on  Op  LAI.  SON  by  both  helicopter  end  lend  transprt.  An  MSH  was 
opened  daily  and  secured,  70l3t  Maintenance  Battalion  assumed  support 
maintenance  responsibility  for  the  two  platoons  from  D  Co,  2/34  Armor, 

A  contact  team  from  B  Co,  701st  Maintenance  Battalion  was  maintained  at  FHU 
LOI  to  pro'vide  assis'tance  to  the  ZfZ  Inf  (Kech)  while  engaged  on  Op  LAJI  SON, 

When  armor  is  ■working  'with  infantry,  an  M88  is  reouirod  for  maintenance  in 
the  field.  The  M88  Tank  Recovery  Vehicle  belonping  to  A  Co,  701st  Maintenance 
Battalion  operates  under  an  area  support  basis,  however  it  was  released  to  the 
2/2  Inf  for  field  suprort.  Until  such  time  ae  an  1  88  becomes  readily  available, 
in  the  field,  to  the  unit  having  the  amor,  the  lack  of  a  VTE  will  oont-Tio 
to  be  a  problem.  Log  bases  were  located  at  DI  AN,  IHU  101  and  for  a©'"  ■ 
delivered  Class  III,  LAI  KHE,  The  health  of  the  oonaand  and  physjc’.i 
of  the  troops  remined  good, 

b.  June  1967:  ■  During  the  reporting  period  logietioal  transport  was 
provided  on  Operation  L/Jf  SON  by  both  helicopter  and  land  transport.  An  MSP 
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was  oponed  and  secured  daily,  701st  Haintenance  Battalion  continued  to 
provide  support  naintenrnce  for  the  divisional  units  operating  with  the  2d 
Drigede,  as  well  as  the  2  platoons  from  the  2/34th  Arnor  While  on  Operation 
LAK  SON  67.  Ihe  701  st  laintenanee  Battalion  provided  a  Contact  Team  at  'HU 
101  fo"'  support  of  the  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  and  other  units  operating  from  that 
location.  The  Contact  Tear,  returned  on  2C  June  1967.  Log  bases  were  located 
at  I  HU  LOl  and  DI  AN,  and  for  aerial  delivery  of  l  OL,  LAI  KHE.  In  one  instance 
a  unit  operating  for  one  day  with  the  2d  Brigade,  the  2/28  Inf,  iraintained  its 
log  base  at  LAI  KHE.  The  health  of  the  corarand  and  physical  condition  of  the 
troops  r^nained  good, 

c,  July. 19675  During  the  reporting  period  logistical  transport 
’.■(as  provided  by  both  helicopter  and  vehicular  means.  Vehicluar  transport 
roquirenents  have  grown  appreciably;  however,  to  date  reouirements  have 
been  net  through  local  resources  and  divisional  assets.  B  Co,  701st  fein- 
tenance  Battalion  has  continued  to  provide  support  naintenance  for  the 
units  operation  with  the  2d  Brigade.  In  the  case  of  the  Int  Squadron  4th 
Cavalry  uhe  pemenent  contact  team  at  IHU  LOl  has  continued  to  render 
then  support.  Also  D  Co,  701st  Kalnt,  coupled  with  the  701st  Contact  Team 
at  FHU  IjOI,  was  responsible  for  relieving  the  critical  truck  problem  of 
the  Ist  Squadron  4th  Cavalry  by  replacing  engines  in  the  5-ton  vehicles 
of  the  .Ist  Squadron  4th  Cavalry.  Ihe  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  experienced  some 
difficulty  in  recovery  operations  due  to  the  absence  of  a  K88  track 
recovery  vehicle.  This  problen,  to  an  extent  was  alleviated  by  the  arrival 
of  the  M88  belonging  to  B  Co  2/34th  Armor,  On  28  July  1967,  another  K88 
from  2/34th  arrived  to  supplement  it.  During  the  iterim  the  void  was 
covered  by  an  K88  frou  Ist  Squadron  4th  Cavalry  and  later  by  one  from  HO 
&  A  Co,  70 Ist  liaintenance.  Delivery  of  50L  and  Class  V  to  2/2  Inf  has  been 
accomplished  primarily  by  aerial  means,  the  lOL  is  rigged  at  and  flown 
from  LAI  KHE.  Log  bases  have  been  maintained  at  DI  AN  and  IHU  LOI,  Classes 
I  thru  17  being  available  at  these  locations,  vdth  II  &  IV  in  lini''.  -ur.ntitic. 
at  IHU  LOI.  Class  V  has  been  obtained  from  the  LONG  B7NH  i.SI . 

6,  (C)  fart  Vis  CHRONOLOGY: 

1  Kay:  2d  Ede  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 
3d  Bde,  I/IG  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/18  Inf  remained  attached  3d 
Bde,  1/26  Inf  with  one  section  of  A/5/2  arty  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  securing 
engineer  effort  along  Rte  Oil.»NGE»  bridge  site  and  laterite'pit,  si-curing  the 
Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KHaNH  ond  the  Frenchman's  Flat  Bock  Quarry.  2/2 
Mech  (-)  conducted  show  of  force  in  the  CO  KI  Jungle  vie  XT8812,  IHU  LOI  Ilains 
vie  XT8620  and  S&D  oporations  west  of  HOA  LOI  II  vie  XT7924.  V28  Inf  stood 
down  for  naintenance  at  IHU  LOI  end  was  Bde  RRF,  d/i/4  Cav  conducted  VR's  and 
eagle  flights  in  the  LAM  SON  6?  AO.  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

2  Kays  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 

3d  Bde.  1/I8  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde.  2/I8  Inf  remained  attached  3d 
Bde,  1/26  Inf  with  one  section  of  A/5/2  Arty  continued  'Op  Lj’iM  SON  67  clearing 
road  along  Rte  BRONZE,  2/2  Mech  (-)  with  D/1/4  Cav  .(-)  and  D/2/34  Arm  continued 
Op  UiN  SON  67  conducting  SSD  ops  vie  X«8920,  XT8721  and  XTe722.  l/28  Inf 

remained  Bde  RRF  at  I'HU  LOI  until  0700H  and  moved  to  relieve  1/26  Inf  in 

place  on  Rte  BOTZE  to  assume  mission  of  securing  engineer  effort  along  Rte 
BRW1ZE,  bridge  site  and  laterite  pit,  securing  the  village  chief  of  TAN  IHUOC 
KHANH  and  the  engineer  rock  quarry  (XT910l6o),  D/l/4  Cav  conducted  VHs  and 
"Eagle  Flights"  in  LAM  SON  67  AO,  1/7  Arty  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

3  Kay;  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SW)  67.  2/l6  Inf  renaineii  attached 
3d  Bde,  1/16  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde.  2/l8  Inf  remained  attached  3d 
Bde.  1/26  Inf  conducted  airmobile  assault  into  AO  OBO'.'.GE  and  conducted  S&D 
operations,  2/2  Mech  (-)  with  B/1/4  Cav  (-)  and  *^/2/34  Am  continued  Op 
LAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  vie  XT8820,  XT8821  and  XTr822.  l/28  In:^ 
cleared  and  secured  Rte  BRONZE  in  sector  and  continued  security  missions  rt 
Frenchman's  .Flat  rock  auarry,  leterite  pit,  bridge  site,  ema  Village  f'.’-- .  ^ 
of  TAN  IHUOC  KHANH.  D/l/4  Cav  conducted  VR's  and  "Eagle  Flights"  i 

67  AO,  1/7  Arty  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

\ 

4  Mayf  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  2/16  Inf  remained  atch  3d.BdeV 
1/18  Inf  remained  attached  let  Bde.  2/I8  Inf  retained  attached  3d  Bde.  I/26 
Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  vie  XT8627.  l/28  Inf  continued 
Op  LAM  SON  67  with  no  change  in  assigned  mission.  2/2  Mech  (-)  stood  down  for 
itaintenance  at  IHU  LOI.  1/7  Arty  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 
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5  Mey:  2d  Me  continued  Op  LWl  SON  67.  Vi 6  Inf  renained  attached 
3d  Dde.  l/lG  Inf  renained  attached  1st  Me,  2/l6  Inf  rerained  attached  3d 
Dde,  1/26  Inf  continued  Op  Ly.M  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  vie  XTG627.  I/2G 
Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  with  no  change  in  assigned  nission.  2/2  Mech  {-) 
stood  down  for  naintenanoe  at  I HU  LOI.  1/7  Arty  renained  in  0S  of  2d  Bde, 

6  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  Lali  SON  67,  V16  Inf  renained  attached 
3d  Dde.  1/1 G  Inf  renained  attached  Ist  Bde.  2/lG  Inf  remained  attached  3d 
Bde.  1/26  Inf  continued  Op  Liiii  SOU  67  CQnduct''ng  S&D  ops  in  zone,  l/28  Inf 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  6?  securing  engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and 
Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Guarry,  cleared  and  outposted  Rte  BRONZE  by.OG37H, 
continued -to  provide  security  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  THUCC  KHANH,  and 
conducted  local  conbat  patrols.  ,  2/2  Kech  (-)  stood  down  for  maintenance  at 
?HU  WI.  ■  1/7  Arty  continued  .in  Ds  of  2d  Bde. 

7  ^fey:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  lAM  SON  67.  2/16  Inf  rernined  attached 
3d  Bde.  -2/18  Inf  remained  attached  3d  Bde.  1/26  Inf  continued  Op  LUC  SON  67 
conducting  S&D  ops  in  zone.  l/28  Inf  continued  Op  LAF:  SOM  67  securing  Engr 
work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman’s  Flat  Rock  Ouarry,  cleared  and 
outposted  Rte  BRONZE  by  0837H,  continued  to  provide  security  for  Village 
Chief  of  IHUC  KHANH,  and  conducted  local  coiSbat  patrols,  2/2  Mech  (-) 
stood  dovm  for  maintenance  at  FHU  LOI.  1/7  Arty  renained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

^  8  ^fey:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67,  2/16  Inf  remained  attached 

3d  Bde,  1/I8  Inf  remained  attadhed  1st  Bde,  2/lG  Inf  remained  attached  3d 
Bde,  .1/26  .Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  conducting  S&D  ops  in  zone,  l/28  Inf 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  securing  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and 
Frenchman’s  Plat  ftock  Quarry  and  continued  to  provide  security  for  Village 
Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KHANH,’  2/2  Mech  (-):  One  company  opened  end  sec'- ’‘•d  Rte 
BRONZE  and  Bn  (-)  occupied  assigned  sector  at  TAN  HIEF  seal.  l/7  a)  t-) 
remained  in  BS  of  2d  Bde,. 

9  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SCN  67,  2/16  Inf  remained  attached 
Sd  Bde.  1/18  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/l8  Inf  remained  attached  ■ 

3d  Dde,  1/26  Inf^continued  Op  LAM  SON  conducting  SSeD  ops  in  zone.  1/28  Inf 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  securing  Ehgr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and 
Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Quarry,  road  clearing  ops  along  Rte  BRONZE  and  continued 
to  provide  security  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  ;  HUOC  KH/’iNH.  2/2  Mach  (-) 
continued  Op  L/iM  SON  conducting  S&D  operations,  and  securing  Rome  Hows  in 
TAN  HIEF  Vfouds,  1/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

10  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  yn  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 

3d  Dde,.  I/I8  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/l8  Inf  moved  from  LAI  KHE  to 
D1  AN  and  became  O’CON  2d  Bde,  l/26  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting 
S&D  ops  in  zone.  1/28  Inf  continued  Op  UM  SON  67  securing  Rome  Flow  operation: 
Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  fuerry,  road 
clearing  ope  along  Rte  BRONZE  and  continued  to  security  for  Village 

Chief  of  'T/JI  FHUOC  KHANH,  2/2  Mech  (-)  moved  from  FHU  LOI  to  L/vI  KHE  correnclng 
at  0730.H,  1/7  Arty  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Dde. 

11  May:  2d  Dde  continued.  Op  LAM  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 
3d  Dde,  1/16  Inf  renained  attached  1st  Dde,  2/l8  Inf  continued  to  stand 
do>n  at  DI  AN.  1/26  Inf  was  airlifted  from  FHU  LOI  to  LAI  KHE.  l/28  Inf 
continued  Op  LiJi  SC*1  67  securing  Rome  Flow  operations,  Bigr  ifork  parties 

at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Quarry,  road  clearing  ops  along 
Rte  BRONZE  and  continued  to  provide  security  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC 
KHANH,  1/7  Arty  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

12  2d  Bde  continisod  Op  LAM  SON  67,  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 
3d  Bde,  1/I8  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/l8  Inf  continued  Op  L/iM  SON 
67  conducting  S&D  in  HUNG  DINH  Jungle  without  incident,  1/28  Inf  continued 
Op  1AM  SON  67  securing  Rone  How  operations,  Engr -work  parties  at  later’ '• 
and  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Quarry,  and  clearing  ops  along  Rte  DRONZE  i. 
continued  to  provide  security  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  FHUOC  KHANH.  1/', 
renained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

13  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  IaM  SCW  67,  2/16  Inf  renained  attached 
3d  Bde.  2/18  Inf  with  B/2/3A  Ajin  {•■)  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  condufctlng 

S&D  in  HUNG  DINH  Jungle,  l/28  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  securing  Bone  How 
operations,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchmaj's  Flat  Rock 
G.uarry,  clearing  ops  along  Rte  BRONZE  and  continued  to  provide  security  'for 
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ViUage  Chief  df  TAN  THUCC  KHANH.  l/7'Arty  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Eae. 

14  May:  2d  Ede  continued  Op  LAM  SON  6?.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 
3d  Ede.  l/l8  Inf  remained  attached  1t>L  Eds.  2/l8  Inf  vdth  D/2/34  Am  (-) 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  HUNG  DINH  Jungle  vie  XT8810, 
l/28  Inf  vdth  B/l/4  Cav  (-)  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  securing  Rome  Ilow  ops, 
li:gr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  Keck  Quarry,  clearing 
ops  aio^  Rte  BRONZE  and  continued  to  provide  security  for  Village  Chief  of 
TaN  IHUOC  KH/iNH.  D/l/4  Cav  continued  to  secure  T/Ji  UIEN.  l/7  Arty  remained 
in  DS  of  2d  Ede. 

15  May:  2d  Ede  continued  Op  L/Ji  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 
3d  Bde.  l/l8  Inf  remained  attached  Ist  bde,  2/l8  Inf  vdth  D/2/34  Arm  (-) 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  HUNG  DINH  Jungle  and  closed  in 
to  DI  AN  at  1339H  after  terminating  ops,  l/28  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67 
securing  Rome  Ilovf  ops,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's 
Flat  Rock  Quarry,  clearing  ops  along  Rte  BRONZE  and  continued  to  provide 
security  for  Village  Chief  of  TiJI  IHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Mech  (-)  Bn  became  01  CON 
2d  Bde,  upon  closing  IHU  LOI.  l/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

16  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  6?,  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 

3d  Bde,  l/l8  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/l8  Inf  continued  Op  LaM  SON  67 
securing  Rome  Flow  ops,  Engr  v«rk  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat 
Rock  Quarry,  clearing  ops  along  Rte  BRONZE  and  continued  to  provide  security 
for  Village  Chief  of  T/.NrHJ0C..  KHiJIH.  2/2  Mech  (-)  stood  down  at  IHU  LOI.  l/7 
arty  (-)  remained  in  CS'  of  2d  Bde, 

17  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67,  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 

3d  Bde.  1/18  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/l8  Inf  (-)  secured  R-''-^  Flows 
in  the  3INH  TRI  Woods  vie  XT9101  and  conducted  extensive  night  embu  a  in 
DINH  TRI  Woods  area,  l/28  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  securing  'bme  Ilow. 
ops,  Engr  vrork  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Cuarry, 
continued  to  provide  security  for  Village  Chief  of  T/N  FHUOC  KHANH,  cleared 
and  secured  Rte  BRONZE  and  Rte  13  to  Hwy  314,  2/2  Mech  (-)  vdth  B/2/34  Arm 
(-)  and  Co  A  2/l8  Inf  roved  to  field  locations  and  conducted  S&D  ops  in  ONG 
DONG  Jungle.  1/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde* 

18  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Qp  LaM  60N  6?  fend  Of  DeliLAS*  2/l6  Inf  remains 

atch  3d  Bde*  i/iS  Ini  atch  isfc  BUet  2/l8  !Dlf  (-)  continued  to  secure 

Rome  Plows,  conducted  5SD  ope  ih  AO  Dj.UKNESS  and  Conducted  extensive  night 
ambushes  in  AO,  1/28  Inf  continued  security  of  Rte  BRONZE,'  Engr  work  parties 
at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  ^ck  Cuarry  and  Village  Chief  of  TrM  IHUOC 
KHANH.  2/2  Mech  (-)  with  B/2/34  Ana  v-)  and  Co  A  2/l8  Inf  conducted  SSD  ops 

in  AO  DARING.  I/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

19  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  remained  attached 
3d  Bde,  1/18  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde,  2/l8  Inf  continued  Op  LaM  SON 
67  with  no  change  in  assigned  mission.  l/28  Inf  continued  Op  liiM  SON  67 
securing  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  ^lat 
Rock  Quarry,  and  the  ViUage  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Mech  (-)  with 
B/2/34  Arm  (-)  and  Co  A  2/18  Inf  continued  Op' LAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  .ops 
in  ONG  DONG  Jungle,  1/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

20  Ifay:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  6?  end  Op  DALLiiS.  2/l6  Inf 
remained  attached  3d  Bde,  1/18  Inf  remained  attached  1st  Bde.  2/I8  Inf 
continued  Op  UM  SON  6?  with  no  change  in  assigned  mission.  l/28  Inf  continued 
Op  Lali  SON  67  securing  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  rit  and 
Frenchman's  Fiat  «ock  Quarry,  and  the  ViUage  Chief  f  T;.N  IHUOC  KHANH.  2/2 
Mech  (-)  with  Wz/Jk  Arm  (-)  and  Co  A  2/18  Inf  continued  Op  L:M  SON  67 
conducting  S&D  ops  in  ONG  DCSIG  Jungle,  I/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

21  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  and  Op  DALLAS.  2/l6  J-" 
attached  3d  Bde,  I/I8  Inf  remained  attached  Ist  Bde,  2/l8  Inf 

at  DI  AN  and  prepared  for  future  operations.  1/28  Inf  continued  Op  _  . 

67  securing  Rte  BRONZE,  Shgr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat 
Rock  Quarry,  and  the  ViUage  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KHkNR.  2/2  Mech  (-)  with 
E/2/34  Arm  (-)  and  Co  A  2/I6  Inf  continued  Op  DALLaS  conductiiw  S&D  ops  in 
ONG  DONG  Jungle,  D/l/4  Cav  (-)  remained  OICCSl  3d  Brigade,  1/7  Arty  U) 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 
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22  May!  2d  lide  continued  Op  DALLAS  end  Op  LAM  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf 
remined  attached  3d  Bde.  l/lG  Inf  remaindi^  attached  1st  Bde.  2/l8  Inf 
becaiae  01  CON  1st  Bde.  l/28  Inf  conti|iued\6p'  LAi!  SON  6?  securing  Rto  BRONZE, 

Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pifs^'d'Srenchnan's  Flat  *^ck  Quarry,  and  the 
Village  Chief  of  TAN  rHUOC;  Ka.NH»  \2/2  Jfeoh  with  Ii/2/34  Ara  (-)  continued  Op 
DALL/.S  conducting  S&p'ops.  ik  QNG  DONG  Jungle'.  .D/iA  Cav  remained  OICON  3d 
Bde.  l/7  Arty  remained  in.D^  of  2d  Bde. 

23  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  DALUS  and  Op  L/ih  SON  67.  2/l6  Inf  rominef 
OFCOl  3d  Bde.  l/l8  In£  airlifted  to  DI  AN,-  Z/\8  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Bde. 

1/28  Inf  continued  Op  WiM  SON  67  securing  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at 
laterite -pit  and  Frenciunan's  Flat  Hock  Quarry,  and  the  Village  Chief  of  TAN 
IHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  with  p/z/3U  Aim  (-.)  continued  Op  DALLAS  conducting  securit 
and  recon  patrols  in  ONG  DONG  Jungle,  D/1/4  Cav  remained  OICON  3d  Bde,  l/7 
Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d. Bde, 

24  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Ops  DALLAS  and  LAM  SON  67.  I/I8  Ini  conducted 
Op  LAM  SON  67  relieving  l/zP  Inf  of  security  missions  on  Rte  EllONZE,  Engr  work 
parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Fiat  *\3ck  Quo.rry, -and  Village  Chief 

of  T/U  : HBOC  KHANH.  2/l 8  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  remained  OICON 
3d  Bde.  1/28  Inf  airlifted  FHU.LOI  to  FHUOC  VINH..  2/2  Inf  with  B/2/34  Arc 
(-)  continued  Op  DALLAS  conducting  S&D  ops  in  AO  DARING.  D/i/4  Cav  (-) 
remained  OICON  3d  Brigade.  I/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bdfe, 

25  Vsyi  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  and  terminated  Op  DALUiS  at 

O6OOH,  1/18  Inf  continued  Op  L/iM  SON  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte 
BRONZE,  Eiigr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchi^'s  Flat  'bck  Quarry, 
and  Village  Chief  of  Ti.N  IHUOC  KHANH.  .2/18  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Bde.  2/16 
Inf  airlifted  from  IHUOC  VINH  to  BIEH  HOA  and  moved  from  BIEN  HOA  to  DI^AN 
comencing  0905H.  2/2  Inf  with  B/2/34  Am  (-)  continued  Op  DallAS  c-'nc’.ucting 

S&D  ops  in  AO  D/iRING.  D/1/4  Cav  (-)  remained  Div  Trps,  1/1I  ACR  (-/  became 
OICON  2d  Bde  0845H  and  conducted  S&D  in  AO  BENGj.L  without  incident.  •'1/7  Arty 
(-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

26  May:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON 
67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite 
pit  and  Frenchman's  Fiat  Rock  Quarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  T/.N  FHUOC  KHANH, 
fi/lS  Inf  remained  OICON  Ist  Bde,  2/|6  Inf  stood  down  DI./JI,  2/2  Inf  with  B/ 
2/34  Arm  (-)  continued  Op  L/J'.  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  AO  DARING,  D/-1/4 
Cav  (-)  remained  Div  Trj^.  1/II  A''R  (-)  continued  Op  LIU  SON  67  conducting 
S&D  ops  in  AO  DENG..L.  l/7  Arty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

27  Ifeys  2d  Dde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  continued  Op  L/iH  SON 
67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite 
pit  and  Frenchman's  Fiat  Rock  Quarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KHANH, 

2/18  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Dde,  2/l6  Inf  relieved  I/I8  Inf  of  security 
missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  aigr  vtork  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  ^lat 
Hock  Quarry,  and  ViUage  Chief  of  T/JI  FHUCC  Kft'.NH.''  2/2  Inf  with.D/2/34  Arm 
(-)  continued  Op  L/.M  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  AO  D..'K>ING.  D/1/4  Cav  (-).. 
remained  Div  Trps.  I/II  ACR  (-)  at  0625H.  coinmenced  move  to  XUAN 

LCC,  released  OICON  2d  Bde,  1/7  Arty  ^-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

28  Kay:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  Lf.K  SON  67.  I/I6  Inf  airlifted  DI  AN  to 
XTO723  commencing  1000H  and  became  OFCON  3d. Bde,  2/l8  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st 
Bde,  2/16  Inf  crntinued  Op  LAM  SCW  67  condupting  security  missions  on  Rte 
lilONZE,  Ihgr  vr.-K  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  '*ock  Quarry, 
and  Village  Cnief  of  T/.N  FHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  vdth  B/2/34  Ann  (-)'  continued 
Op  LaM  son  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  AO  DARING,  D/i/A  f'v  (-)  remained  Div 
Tips,  1/7  /ody  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

29  May:  2d  Bde  conUnued  Op  LAM  SON  67,  I/I8  Inf  remained  OICON  3d 
Bde,  2/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Bde,  2/l6  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SCN  6^ 
conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZfe,  Ehgr  woric  parties  at  Irtf 

and  Frenchman's  Fiat  Rook  Cicrry,  end  Viiliago  Chief  of  TilN  FHUOC  KH..  . 

Inf  with  B/2/34  Arm  (-)  continued  Op  L/iM  SON  67  conducting  SSD  ops  in  /.O  . 

D/1/4  Cav  (-)  remained  Div  Trps.  I/7  F^rty  (-)  remained  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

,  \ 

30  May:  2d  Dde  continued  Op /LAM  SON  67.  1/I8  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Bde. 
2/18  Inf  remained  OFCON  lot  Edc.  2/l6  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting 
security  missions  on  Rte  LRONZE,  Engr  work  narties  at  laterite  pit  and 
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Frenchaan's  ^'lat  '’ock  Quariy,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  THUCC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf 
(-)  with  V2/34  Am  (-)  continued  Op  ihK  SON  6?  conducting  S&D  ops  in  AO  DiiRING. 
D/1/4  Cav  (-)  remained  Div  Trps.  1/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

31  Hay:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAK  SON  67.  I/I8  Ihf  remained  OFCON  3d  Bde 
2/1 8  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Bde.  V16  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting 
security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Ehgr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  French¬ 
man's  Fiet  Rock  Cuarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  FHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (-) 
with  V2/34  Am  (-)  continued  Oe  LAM  SCN  67  conducting  SiD  .,ps  in  AO  DARING. 

1  June:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  I/I6  Inf  rej.iained  OFCON  3J 
Bde.  2/1 8  Inf  airlifted  to  DI  /iN  v4th  all  elements  closing  at  1430H,  2/16 
Inf  continued  Op  LA>;  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr 
work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Fiat  Rock  Ouarry,  and  Village 
Chief  of  TAN  PUKC  KHANH,  2/2  Inf  with  13/2/34  Am  (-)  terminated  S&D  ops  in 
AO  DARING  and  commenced  move  to  LAI  KHE.  D/I/4  Cav  (-)  remained  Div  T^rs. 

1/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

2  June:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM.  SON  6?.  I/IC  Inf  remained  OFCON  3d 
Bde.  2/1 8  Inf  stood  down  for  maintenance  and  prepared  for  future  operations. 
2/16  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE, 
Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  ^lat  Rock  Ouarry,  and  Village 
Chief  of  T/-.N  IHUOC  KHANH.  B/2/34  Am  (~)  stood  down  at  DI  AN  conducting 
maintenance.  1/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

3  June:  2d  Lde  continued  Op  LaH  SON  67.  1/I8  Inf  at  1240H  relieved 

2/16  Inf  of  security  msn  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and 
Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  0,uarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  T/'Jl  IHUOC  KH/iNH.  2/16  Inf 
continued  Op- UiM  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work 
parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frencluaan's  Fiat  Rock  Cuarry,  and  ViUrgo  Chief 

of  TAN  jHUCC  KH,'.NH  until  relieved  by  2/l8  Inf  at  1240H.  l/7  Arty  ,(  )  cmtinueo 

in  DS  of  2d  L'dfe  •  * 

4  Jvine:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  t/'R  Inf  remained  OFCON  Ist 
Bde,  2/18  Inf  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte 
BRONZE,  Engr  vork  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman 's  Flat  Rock  Ouarry 
and  Village  Chief  of  TaN  FHUOC  KHANH.  2/l6  Inf  continued  to  stand  down  at 

DI  AN  and  prepared  for  future  ops,  l/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

5  June:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  Lj.M  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON 
1st  Bde.  2/1 8  Iiif  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  sondueting  security  missions  on 
Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchman's  Flat  Itock 
Quarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KFL.NH.  2/l6  Ihf  .continued  to  stand  down 
at  DI  AN  and  prepared  for  future  ops.  I/7  arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

6  June:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  L/iM  SON  67  ;nd  commenced  S6D  in  AO  STRIKE. 

1/1 8  Inf  became  OFCON  2d  Bde  0700H  and  conductid  S&D  in  AO  STRIKE.  2/18  Inf 
continued  Op  LiM  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Ehgr  wmrk 
parties  at  latefcite  pit  end  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock"  Quarry  and  Vii,  age  Chief  of 
TAN  IHUOC  KHAFri,  2/16  Inf  airlifted  from  DI  AN  into  AO  STRIKE  vie  XT782227 
conmencing  1320K,  l/7  arty  (-)  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

7  J'sie:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAK  SON  67  and  S&D  in  aO  STRIKE,  '1/18 
Inf  continued  to  stand  down  at  DI  AN.  2/l8  Inf  continued  Op  Li.M  SON  67 
conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit 
and  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Quarry  and  Village  Chief  of  T/iN  FHUOC  KHANH.'  2/l6 
Inf  continued  S&D  ops  in  AO  STRIKE  without  inciilent.  U/l/4  Cav  continued 
VH's  &  Eagle  Flights  in  aO's  LAM  SON  &  STRIKE.  1/7  Arf.y  (-)  continued  in  DS 
of  2d  Bde, 

8  June:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  and  SiD  in  aO  STRIKE.  I/IC  In 

continued  to  stand  down  at  DI  AN  and  prepared  for  future  ope.  2/l8  Inf  conr 
tinned  Op  L*1I  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  DRONZE,  Enrr  ■■ 
parties  at  laterite  pit  eind  Frenchman's  Flat  Rock  Quarry  and  Vil''-  / 

TaN  IHUOC  KHAUK.  2/16  Inf  co.itinued  S&D  ops  in  AO  STRIKE.  D/l/4  ■- 

VR's  &  Eagle  Flights  in  AO's  L/,M  SON  &  STRIKE.  1/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DS 
of  2d  Bde,  ' \ 

9  June:  2d  Bde  continued  •  Op  LAM  SON  67  and  S&D  in^ aO  STRIKE.  1/18 
Inf  continued  security  ops  at  DI  AJJ  and  prepared  for  future  ops.  2/l8  Inf 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work 
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parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Frenchnan's  *la‘t  Cv&rry  and  Village  Chief  of 
M  IHUOC  KHaNH  until  Q90pH:  '2/16  .Inf  .continued  S&D  ops  in  AO  STOIKE.  D/i/A 
Cav  continued  VR'e-St  Eag3.e  Flights  in  AO's  LAM  SON  &  STRIKE.  l/7  Arty  (-) 
continued  in  ''o  of  2d  Lde. 

If'  dune:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  L/iK  SON  and  S&D  in  AO  STRIKE.  l/lS  Inf 
roved  to  LAI  KHE  cocimencing  09A3H.  2/lS  Inf  was  relieved  of  Frenchnan's  ^at 
Rock  Cuarry  and  Viuage  Chief  of  TAN  IHUCS  lOlANH  at  09A0H  by  2/2  Inf.  2/l6 
Inf  continued  S&D  ops  in  aO  STRIKE  until  lAOOH  vhen  En  coir.ienced  airlift  to 
IHUCC  VIHH,  1/A  Cav  (-)  becane  OICON  2d  Bde.  D/i/A  Cav  continued  VR's  and 
Eagle  Flights  in  AO's  LAk  SON  &  STRIKE.  l/7  Arty  (-)  continued  in  DE  of  2d  Cde. 

11  June;  2d  Dde  continued  Op  L/kl  SON  67,.  l/lS  Inf  remained  OICON  3d 
Bde,  2/1 C  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Bde.  2/2  Fech  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67 
conducting  security  mans  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr  work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and 
Rook  Quarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KH/’.NH.  l/4  Cav  continued  Op  L/iM 
SON  67  initiating  S&D  ops  in  ONG  DONG  Jungle.  I/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of 
2d  Dde. 


12  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  IaM  SON  67.  I/IG  Inf  remained  OICON 
3d  Dde.  2/16  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Dde.  2/l6  Inf  rsnained  OICON  1st  Bde, 

2/2  Meoh  continued  Op  L/iM  SON  67  conducting  security  msns  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Ihgr 
work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  fiock  Ouarry,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC 
KH/.NH.  1/4  Cav  continued  Op  lAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  ONG  LCMG  Jungle. 
1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

13  June:  2d  “^de  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  I/16  Inf  remained  CICON  .'!d 

Dde.  2/18  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Dde.  2/l6  Inf  remained  OICON  1st  Bde,  2/,J 
Mech  continued  Op  LAK  SON  67  conducting  security  missions  on  Rte  DRONZE,  iiiijr 
work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Rock  Ouarry,  and  ^illago  Chief  of  T;.N  IHUOC 
KH/.NH.  1/4  Cav  continued  Op  LAM  SOI  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  OMO  '  J;  1 . 1'. 
1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

14  June:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SMI  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OICON 
3d  Bde,  2/I8  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Dde.  2/l6  Inf  remained  OICON -ist  Bde. 

2/2  Mech  continued  Op  L/il  SON  6?  conducting  security  msns  at  Rock  Cuarry, 
Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KHANH  and  prepared  for  future  ops,  l/4  Cav 
continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  security  ops  on  Rte  BRONZE  without  incident, 
1/7  /irty  continued  in  LS  of  2d  Dde, 

15  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OICON 
3d  Bde.  2/18  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  remained  OICON  1st  nde. 

2/2  Mech  continued  Op  LA.K  SON  67  conducting  security  msns  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Engr 
work  parties  at  laterite  pit  and  Rock  Cuarry  ,  and  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC 
KH/JIB,  1/4  Cav  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  S&D  ops  in  ONG  DONG  Jungle, 
1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

16  June:  2d  Lde  continued  Op  LaK  SON  67.  I/18  Inf  remained  OICON 

3d  Bde.  2/1 6  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  remained  CPCON  1st  Bde. 

2/2  Mech  continued  Op  L..M  SCW  6?  conducting  security  msns  at  Rock  Cuarry, 
Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KIDMH.  1/4  Lav  continued  Op  lA.H  SON  67  conducting 
security  ops  on  Rte  BRONZE  without  incident,  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of 

2d  Dde. 


17  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  LaM  SON  67.  I/18  Inf  remained  OICON 

3d  Bde.  2/18  Inf  remained  O-CON  3d  Bde,  2/l6  Inf  r.nained  OICON  1st  Dde, 

2/2  Mech  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  conducting  security  r.:sn3  at  ^ock  Cuarry, 
Village  Chief  of  TaN  IHUOC  KHaNH  and  prepared  for  ''■tu-.  ■  ops.  l/7  Arty 
continusd  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

18  June:  2d  Dde  in  conjunction  with  DINH  DUCNG  Sector  conducted  raids 
on  reported  tunnel  locations  at  objectives  X  (XT852246),  Y  (XT865237)  and  Z 
(XTG55260).  1/I8  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Bde.  2/l8  Inf  remained  OiCW  ' 

2/16  Inf  remained  OICON  1st  Dde.  1/4  Cav  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67  '■ 
security  ops  on  Rte  DRONZE,  at  Rjck  Quarry  and  Village .  Chief  of  TaN  .... 

1/?  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde. 

19  June:  2d  Dde  contimred  Cp  lAiM  EON  67.  I/IC  Inf  remained  OICON 
3d  Dde,  2/l8  Inf  remained  OICON  3d  Dde,  2/l6  Inf  remained  OICON  1st  Dde, 
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1/4  Cav  contiiwied  Op  LAM  SON  67  with  2  Flats  of  B/2/34  Arm  and  a  Flat  of 
A/5/2  Arty  conducting  Sfacurity  ops  on  Rte  DRONZE,  at  Bock  Quarry  and  Village 
Chief  of  T;JJ  FHUOC  KHANH.  1/7  Arty  contiriued  in  OS  of  ■2d  Dde. 

20  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  LAM  SWJ  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON 
3d  Dde,  2/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON  3d  Dde,  2/l6  Inf  remained  OIGON  ist  Lde, 

1/4  Cav  (-)  with  2  Flats  of  8/2/34  Am  and  1  Flat  H/5/2  Arty  conducted  security 
ops  on  Rte  DRONZE,  at  Rock  Quarry  and  with  Village  Chief  of  TaN  FHUOC  KHANH. 

1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS-of  2d  Dde, 

21  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON  3d 
Dde.  2/18  Inf  I'emained  OFCON  3d  Dde.  1/16  Inf  ri^mained  OPCON  Ist  bde,  1/4 
Cav  (-)  with  2  Flats  of  ^2/34  Am  and  1  Flat  A/5/2  Arty’  conducted  security 
ops  on  Rte  DRONZE,  at  Rock  Quarry  and  with  Village  Chief  of  TAN  FHUOC  KH/.NH. 

1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde.  '  '' 

22  June:  2d  Lde  continued  Op  UM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON 
■3d  Dde.  2/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON  3d  Dde.  2/16  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Dde. 

1/4  Cav  (-)  with  2  Flats  of  D/2/34  Am  and  1  Flat  A/5/2  Arty -conducted  security 
ops  on  Rte  SiONSE,  Hwy  13,  at  Rock  Quarry  and  with  village  Chief  of  TaN  FHUOC 
KHaNH  and  conducted  S&D  ops  in  sector,  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

2j  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  UM  SON  67.  1/I8  Inf  (-)  closed  DI 

.IFQOH  reverting  OFCON  2d  Dde,  2/l8  Inf  remained  OFCOJ  3d  Dde,  2/l6  Inf 
remained  OFCON  Ist  Dde,  1/4  Cav  (-)  with  2  Flats  of  ^/2/3k  Am  and  1  Flat 
a/5/2  Arty  conducted  security  ops  on  Rte  BRONZE,  Hwy  13,  at  IFock  Quarry  and 
with  Village  Chief  of  TaN  F-HUpC  KHANH  and  conducted  SSD  ops  in  sector, 

24  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  L/JF  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  (-)  conducted 
local  security  at  DI  AN  and  prepared  for  future  ops.  2/lC  Ihf  rem-jned  OFCON 
3d  Dde.  2/16  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Bde.  I/4  Cav  (-)  with  2  Flats  ..  ■'/2/34 
Ann  and  1  Flat  A/5/2  Arty  conducted  security  ops  on  Rte  lRONZE,  at  isock  fuarr; 
and  with  Village  (iiief  of  T/.N  FHUOC  KHANH,  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  FFdt 

25  June:  2d  Fide  continued  Of  LAM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  conducted  security 
missions  at  '‘ock  Ouarry  and  with  Village  Chief  of  TaN  FHUOC  KH/HH  and  prepared 
for  cordon  and  search  of  at  IFONG  T,.M  (XT935052),  2/l8  Inf  remained  OFCON  3d 
Dde.  2/16  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Dde.  1/4  Cav  (-)  at  0938R  coved  from  FHU 
IA)I  to  LF.I  KHE  closing  at  1120H  and  becoming  OFCON  Ist  Dde,  A/ 5/2  Arty  (-) 
conducted  road  clearing  and  security  on  Fite  EuONZE,  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS 
of  2d  Dde. 

26  June:  2d  ude  continued  Op  L/1.  SON  67,  I/I6  Inf  (-)  conducted  msns 
at  Rock  Quarry  and  with  Village  Chief  of  TAN  FHUOC  KHaNH  and  participated  in 
cordon  and  search  op  at  DONG  TAM  (XT935052),  maintaining  seal  of  the  hamlet 
throughout  the  night  and  during  the  search  viiich  was  completed  by  1100H.  2/lG 
Inf  (-)  after  being  airlifted  to  DIEM  HOA  departed  by  road  to  DI  AN  closing 

at  1912H,  reverting  OFCON  2d  Dde,  2/16  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  bde,  l/7  Arty 
continued  in  F)S  of  2d  bde. 

27  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Cp  UFK  SOM  67,  1/I6  Inf  conducted  local 

security  ops  at  DI  AN.  2/l8  InJ  (-)  conducted  local  security  and  relieved 
1/1 8  Inf  (-)  of  security  msns  at  the  Rock  Quarry  and  the  Village  Chief  of  TAN 
FHUOC  KHANH.  2/l6  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st  Dde.  a/5/2  Arty  (-)  conducted  road 
clearing  and  security  on  Rte  DRONZE,  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

.  2C  June:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  liiM  SON  67.  l/lF-  Inf  (-)  departed  DI  iJJ 
at  0825H  ani  closed  field  locations  at  •095CH  for  Op  UWT  FFTOF/N.  2/18  Inf  con¬ 
ducted  Security  mens  at  the  Rock  Quarry  and  the  Viil  Chief  of  T>JI  FHUOC 
KHANH,  seciu?ed  Rome  Flows  and-  conducted  S&D  ops  in  blNH  TRI,  Woods,  2/l6  Inf 
remained  OFCON  1st  Lde.  A/5/2  Arty  conducted  road  clearing  and  security  on  Rt 
LHCXIZE.  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

's 

29  June:  2d  Dde  continued  On  UiM  SON  67.  I/I6  Inf  (-)  witl. 

(Mech)  rerjained  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOWN.  2/I8  Inf  (-)  cbnducti- 
msns  at  the  Rock  Quarry  and  the  Village  Chief  of  T/J1  FHUOC  KHANH;  sa-curea  itor^ 
Flows  and  conducted  S&D  ops  in  DINH  TRI  FiFoods,  2/l6  Inf  remained  OFCON  1st 
Dde.  2/28  Inf  closed  FHU  LOI  at  1420H  becoming  OFCON  ?d  Dde.  a/5/2  Arty 
(-)  conducted  road  clearing  and  security  on  Rte  DRONZE,  1/7  “rty  continued 
in  DS  of  2d  Lde.  ^  ^ 
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30  June;  2d  Ede  continued  Op  L/JI  SON  67.  l/lO  Inf  (-)  with  h/2/2 
Inf  (Meoh)  renalried  OFCON  9th  DiV  for  Op  UNIONTOWN.  2/1 C  Inf  (-)  conducted 
security  nsns  at  the  Rook  Quarry  and  the  ViUafie  Chief  of  TiiJ  IHUdC  KH/.NH, 
secured  Rome  Hows  ahd  sealed  sector  of  villete  DINrf  CHUAN  by  0359H.  2/16  Inf 
remained  OrCON  let  Dde.  2/2?  Inf  Eoved  from  THU  lOI  at  OlACH  to  seal,  a 
sector  of  LINK  CHU/di  by  0359H.  D/f/4  Cav  (-)  conducted  VR's  at  vie  XT7917, 
XT79lO>  XTG116  ar.u  commencing  at  O614H.  A/5/2  Arty  conducted  road 

clearing  arid  security  on  Rte  bRONZE.  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

1  July:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  L/J{  SON  67.  l/l?  Inf  rear  elements 

at  DI  AN  conducted  a  sod  size  rocon  patrol  N  of  D1  AN  and  positioned  a  night 
ambush  vie  XT893094.  2/lS  Inf  conducted  S&D  ops  in  BINK  TOI  Vfcods.  2/16  Inf 
remained  OICON  ist  Lde.  D/1/4  Cav  became  OFCON  2d  L’de  at  1109H  for  a 
coordinated  US/ARVN  raid  on  reported  VC  meeting  in  FHU  CHANH. .  1/7  Arty 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde. 

2  Juli':  2d  Bde  continued  Op  lail  SON  67.  1/I6  Inf  (-)  with  Co  D  2/2 
Inf  (Ifech)  remrined  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOViN.  2/I8  Inf  conducted  .security 
mans  at  the  Rock  Quarry  and  Village  Chief  of  TiJl  IHUOC  'KHANH,  secured  Rome 
Flows,  and  continued  conducting  S4D  ops  in  DINH  TRI  Vfcods,  2/16  Inf  remained 
OFCON  Ist  Bde,  D/1/4  Cav  (-)  ARFs  were  scrambled  at  0745H  to  secure  downed 
ceft  vie  XT760309.  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  conducted  road  clearing  and  security  on  Rte 
bRONZE.  1/7  Arty  continued  in  IjS  of  2d  Bde, 

^  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  (-)  with  Co  D  2/2 
Inf  (Me.'-.  '  ,  mined  OICON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOVIN.  2/18  Inf  conducted 
aecu;.’it,  -  .  at,  the  Rock  Quarry  and  Village  Chief  of  T/JJ  FHUOC  KHANH,  secured 
Rome  Flows,  and  continued  conducting  S&D  ops  in  DINH  TRI  Vfcods,  2/l6  Inf 
remained  OFCON  1st  Ede,  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  conducted  road  clearing  end  security 
on  Rte  BRONZE.  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde,"  ' 

4  July;  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  Sm  67,  1/18  Inf  (-)  with  Co  D 

2/2  Inf  (Hech)  remained  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIOHTOVflJ,  2/18  Inf  conducted 
security  rasns  at  .the  Rock  Quarry  and  Village  Chief ’of  T/H  FHUOC  KHANH,  secured 
Rome  Flows,  and  continued  conducting  S&D  ops  in  DINH  TRI  Vfcods,  2/l6  Inf 
remained  OFCON  let  Dde,  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  conducted  road  clearing  and  security 
on  Rte  BRONZE.  1/7  arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

5  July;  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UK  SON  67,  1/IC  Inf  (-)  with  Co  D  2/2 
Inf  (Meoh)  remained  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOWN,  2/l8  Inf  conducted  seouritj 
mans  at  the  Rock  Ouarry  and  Vinage  Chief  of  T/J!  FHUOC  KHANH,  secured  Ron» 

Flows,  and  continued  conducting  S&D  ops  in  DINH  TRI  Vfcods.  2/1 6  Inf  remained 
OICON  l8t  Dde.  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  with  1  Hat  C/l/4  Cav  conducted  read  clearing 
and  security  on  Rte  BRONZE.  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde. 

6  July;  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UJi  SON  67.  I/I8  Irf  with  D/2/2  Inf 
(Meoh)  remained  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOWN.  2/18  Ir.f  conducted  security 
msns  at  the  Rock  Ouarry  and  Village  Cjiief  of  TAN  IHUOC  KH/JIH,  secured  Rome 
Flows,  and  continued  conducting  S&D  ops  in  DINH  TRI  Woods,  2/l6  Inf  (-) 
remained  OFCON  Ist  Lde.  a/5/2  Arty  (-)  with  1  Flat  C/l/4  Cav  conducted  road 
clearing  and  security  on  Rte  BRONZE.  .  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS fcf  2d  Bde, 

7  July:  2d  bde  continued  Op  UM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  (-)  with  L/2/2 
Inf  (Mach)  reiiEined  OlCfflJ  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOVaj.  2/18  Inf  conducted  se¬ 
curity  nens  at  the  Rock-  Quarry  and  ViUage  Chief  of  TAN  FHUOC  KHANH  until 
released  by  C/l/4  Cav  by  0920H.  2/16  Inf  (-)  was  airlifted  from  CUA.N  bOI  vdth 
first  Acft  arriving  at  DIEN  HOA  at  1055H  and  the  last  at  I5OIH  becoming 
OICON  2d  Bde,  2d  Bde  School  conducted  three  recon  patrols  E  &  SE  of  DI  AN. 
A/5/2  i'rty  (-)  with  1  Flat  C/1/4  Cav  conducted  road  clearing  and  security 

on  Rte  LRONZb.  I/7  /.rty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Dde, 

8  July:  2d  Dde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  1/I8  Inf  (-)  viith  L/2/2 

Inf  (Mech)  remained  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOWN.  2/l8  Inf  (-)  rer'-‘ 

OFCON  1st  Die,  2/l6  Inf  (-)  elements  relieved  Trp  C/I/4  Cav  of 
mssions  at  Rock  Quarry  and  for  Village  C.hiif  c,r  TAN  FHUOC  KH/JIH.  2/..  ... 

(-)  with  D/1/1 8  Inf  became  OICON  2d  Dde  upon  closing  JHU  LOI.  1/4  Cav  (-) 
with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  and  B/2/34  Arm  (-)  becr-me  OFCM)  2d  Dde  at 
O7OOH  and  assumed  security  missions  of  Rte  DRONZE,  Rome  Flows,  and  respn- 
sibility  of  convoy  escort.  1/7  "rty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 
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9  JiOys  2d  Bde  continued  Op  fJK  SON  67.  .l/l8  Ihf  (-)  vdth  B/2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  'fo'r  Op  UNIONlDWN.-  2/l8  Inf  (-)  remained  OPCON 
1st  Bde.  2/l6  Inf’  (-)  elements  continued  security  missions  at  Rock  Quarry 
and  for.  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHIWC  IMANH.  2/2  Inf  (-)  vri.th  B/2/2  Inf  completed 
seal  of  their  sector  of  THUAN  GIAO  by  OlOOH  and  maintained  seal  throughout  the 
night  and  during  the  searc1\,  i/A  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-) 
and  B/2/34  Arm  I-)  continued  security  niissions  of  Route  BRONZE,  Rome  Plows, 
responsibility  of  conwy  escort  and  conducted  S6D  ops  in  sector.  l/7  Arty- 
continued  in  D5  of  2d  Bde. 

10  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAK  SC»I  67,  I/I8  3hf  (-)  with  B/2/2  Inf 
(Msch)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOMN.  2/I8  Inf  (-)  renififted  OPCON 
let  2/16.  Inf ,  NT continued  security  missions  at  Rock  Quarry 
and  for ’Visage '.fihdef  of  tan' HWQCf-KHPHi  .qpnduft^^.lficel^secwity  missions 
an(|  prepared  fop-'fpt'ure'ops; 2/i?'  Iw  Plat 

B/2/54(AkKc.onducted-.'§«).OF$  pdut^-p? .pt’K-.V#  at-'.Ho «id •5cf908l47, 
t/4''CaVi  (r)  Mth- A/5/2. AHy  N)  ^.®/2/3|f  Apa  N)  continued  • 

security' Rte  BRONZE,'  rps^'nwiWy  of  conyoy  escort''' 

and  conducted  SAD  ops  in  ’sector.  2d  Pde  ^p^ool  tjJcpepts’^sitiohed  2  night 
ambushes  vie  XT894077  and  XT902085j,  I/7  ^?Ly>POQtipi)^N^' 

!  ^-  n.Joly^"  2d  Bd6  continued  Op  UK  B®  67.  -l/ie  Ihf  (-)  witb'i3/2/2 
Inf  (Mech)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOVSJ.  2/l8'  Inf  (-)  remained 
OPCON  1st  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  (-)  elements  continued  security  missions  at  Rock  Puarry 
and  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH,  conducted  local  security  missions. 

2/2  Ihf  (Mech)  (-)  with  B/1/I8  Inf  conducted  local  security  msns  at  PHU  LOI. 

1/4  Cav  {-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  arty  (-)  and  B/2/34  Arm  (-)  continued 
security  missions  of  Rte  BR®ZE,  ^<ome  Plows,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort 
end  conducted  S&D  ops  in  sector,  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

12  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UM  S®  67,  I/I8  Inf  (-)  wif  ,'2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  0NI®T0HN.  2/l8  Inf  (-)  remained  OPC® 

1st  Bde.  2/16  Inf  (-)  elements  continued  security  missions  at  Rock  Quarry 
and  for-  ViUage  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Msch)  (-)  completed  seal 
of  -their  sector  of  VINH  TRUONG  by  C437  end  maintained  seal  throughout  the 
night  and  during  search.  1/4  Cav  {~)  with  elements  .of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  and 
B^/34  Am  (-)  continued  security  missions  of  Rte  BH®ZE,  Rome  Plows, 
responsibility  of  convoy  escort  and  conducted  S&D  ope  in  sector.  l/7  ^rty 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  bde, 

•  13  July:  2d  Bde  continued' Op  UM  SON  67.  I/1 8  Inf  with  B/2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIOKTOWN,  2/l8  Inf-  (-)  remained  OPCON 
Ist  Bde.  2/16  Inf  elements  continued  security,  missions  at  Rook  Quarry  and 
for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  (-)  conducted  joint 
SS-D  ope  in  conjunction  with  5th  ARVN  Div  and  BINH  IW®G  Sector  vie  XT826198. 

1/4  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  end  b/2/34  Ana  (-)  continued  se„ 

-  curity  missions  of  Rte  BR®ZE,  -^me  Plows,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort  and 
conducted  S&D  ops  in  sector,  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

14  July:.  2d  Bde  oont  .Op  UM  SON  6?.  1/I8  Inf  with  B/2/2  Inf  (Mech) 

remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOhN.  2/18  Inf  (-)  remained  OPCON  Ist  Bde. 
2/16  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at  Hock  Quarry  and  for  Village 
Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Koch)  (-)  with  B/l/7  Arty  in  DS  conducted 
S&D  ops  Vic  XT773230.  l/4  Cav'  (-)  with  elerents  of  A/5/2  'Arty  (-)  and  B/2/34 
Arm  (-)■  continued  security  missions  of  Rte  BiiONZB,  Home  Plows,  responsibility 
of  convoy  escort  and  conducted  S&D  ops  in  sector,  I/7  Arty  continued  in  DS 

of  2d  Dde. 

15  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UPi  SON  67.  1. 18  Inf  with  B/2/2  Inf  ■ 

(Mech)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNI0NTO1.N.  2/lG  Iiif  (-)  remained  OPCON 
1st  Bde,  2/16  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at  Pfeck  Quarry  and  for 
"(lllage  Chief  of  TAN  I-HUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Meph)  elements  provided  security 
for  Engr  elements  repairing  Hwy  commencing  1320H,  l/4  Cav  (-)  with  e?e* 

of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  and  ^/2/3h  Arm  (-)  continued  security  missions  o" 

BRONZE,  Aoroe  Flows,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort  and  conducted  . ' 
sector,  ■  1/7  Arty  continued  in  D&  of  2d  Bde, 


16  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  with  B/2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  remained  OPCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNICNTOV/N.  2/l6  Inf  (-)  remained  OPCON 
let  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at  ‘'ock  Quarry  and 
for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  FHUO.C  KHaNH.  2/2  Inf  (kech):  Cb  A  provided  security 
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for  Engr  work  parties  vi?  XT916205  nnd  XT923202,  lA  Cav  (-)  with  elements 
of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  and  V2/34  .Arm  ^-)  continued  security  missions  on  Route 
BRONZE,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort  and  conducted  SiD  ops  in  sector.  Rte 
BRONZE  was  cleared  and  outposted  by  0745^^.  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

17  July!  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAK  SON  67.  l/l8  Inf  withB/2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  remained  OFCON  9th  Div  for  Op  UNIONTOVM.  2/l3  Inf  (-)  remained  OFCON 
1st  Bde.  2, '16  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at  ^ock  Quarry  and 
for  Village  Chief  of  TaN  PHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Hech)  (-)  continued  security 
of  FSB  "C"  and  Engr  work  parties  vie  KHANH  VAN  vdth  Co  A  and  Rccon  Plat, 

1/4  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  and  W34  Arm  (-)  continued  securit  ■ 
missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort  and  conducted  S&D  ops 
in  sector.  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

18  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67,  I/18  Ihf  (-)  with  V2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  terminated  participation  in  Op  UHIONTOWN.  2/I8  Inf  (-)  remained  OPCON 
1st  Bde, .  7j\i)  Inf  elements  continued  security  missione  at  Rock  Quarry  and  for 
Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  (-)  continued  security  of 
FSB  "C"  and  Engv  work  parties  vie  KHANH  VAN  with  Co  A  and  Recon  Plat,  i/4  Cav 
(-)  with  elements  of  V5/2  Arty  (-)  and  B/2/34  Ana  (-)  continued  security 
missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  ‘responsibility  of  convoy  escort  and  conducted  S&D  ops 
in  sector.  1/7  Arty  contimied  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 

19  July!  2d  ude  continued  Op  LAM  SCN  67.  I/I8  Inf  continued  local 
security  missions  at  DJ  AN  end  prepared  for  future  ope.  ?/l8  Inf  (-) 
remained  OPCON  Ist  Bde,  2/I6  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at 

Rook  Quarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  continued 
local  security  missions  at  PHU  LOI  and  security  of  FSFB  "C”,  l/4  Cav  (-) 
with  elements  of  a/5/2  '‘rty  (-)  continued  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE  and 
responsibility  of  convoy  escort,  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bdi  . 

20  July!  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UM  SCN  67.  1/1S  Inf  continued  loctl 

security  missions  at  DI  AN  and  prepared  for  future  ops.  ^18  Inf  (-) 
remained  OPCON  3d  Bde-,  2/16  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at 
Hock  Quarry  and  for ■ Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUDC  KHANH,  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  with 
B/2/34  Arm  and  elements  of  A/168  Qigr  and  B/l  Eiwr  commenced  jungle  clearing 
ops  at  O726H.  1/4  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued  security 
missions  on  Route  BRONZE  and  responsibility  of  convoy  escort,  l/7  Arty 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 


21  July:  2d  W"  continued 'Op  UH  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OPCON 
1st  Bde.  2/18  Inf  remained  OPCON  3d  Bde,  2/1 6 Ihf. elements  continued 
security  missions  at  ^ock  Quarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TaN  PHUOC  KHANH, 

2/2  Inf  (Mech)  with  B/2/34  Am  and  elements  of  A/168  Ehgr  and  B/1  Engr  contin¬ 
ued  Op  PAUL  BUNYAN.  1/4  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued 
security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE  end  responsibility  of  conyoy  escort.  l/7  Arty 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde, 


22  July:  2d  Bde.  continued  Op  LAM  SCN  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OFCON 
Ist  Bde.  2/18  Inf  ('-)  remained  OPCON  3d  Bde,  2/16  Inf  elements  continued 
security  missions  at  Rook  Quarry. end  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH, 

2/2  Inf  (Mech)  td.th  B^/54  Am  and  elements  of  a/i68  Jhgr  and  B/l  EMr 
continued  Op  PAUL  HJNYAN,  1/4  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-) 
continued  security  missions  on  Rte  BRONZE  and  responsibility  of  convoy  escort, 
1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde,. 


23  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SOU  67,  :  '  'af  itmained  OPCON 

1st  Bde.  2/18  Inf  remained  OPCON  3d  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  .uts  continued  security 
missions  at  Rock  Quarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  KHANH.  2/2  Inf 

(Mech)  with  B/2/34  am  and  elements  of  a/i68  Engr  continued  Op  PAUL  DUNYAK. 

2/28  Inf  was  airlifted  cosmencing  141 5H  from  AO  SIRIKB  to  DI  AN,  becoming 
OPCON  2d  Bde,  I/4  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued  ' 
missions  on  Rte  BRONZE  and  responsibility  of  convoy  escort,  l/7  Art 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 


24  .July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  UM  SON  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OPCON  1st 
Bde,  2/1 8  Inf  remained  OPCON  3rt  Dde,  2/16  Inf  elemente  continued  security 
missions  at  Rock  Quarry  and  for  Village  Ch'  -f  of  T/H  PHUOC  KHANH,  2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  with  D/2/34  Am  and  elements  6f  A/168  Qigr  and  Et^r  continued  Op 
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PAUL  DUNYAN,  2/28  Inf  conducted  local  'security  iisns  at  DI  AN  and  prepared 
for  future  op,  1/4.  Cav  (-)  with  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued  security 
missions  on  Koute  BUONZE  and  responsibility  of  convoy  escort.  l/7  Arty 
continued  in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 

25  Julys  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LaM  SMJ  67.  l/l3  Inf  ivmained  OPCON 
1st  Bde,  2/18  Inf  remained  OPCON  3d' Bde.  2/l6  Inf  elements  continued  ' 
security  missions  at  Rock  Quarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH. 

2/2  Inf  (Mech)  vdth  2/2/34  Arm  and  elements  of  A/168  Engr  and  'Vi  Engr 
continued  Op  PAUL  BUNYAN.  2/28  Inf  conducted  local' security  msns  at  DI  AN. 

1/4  Cav  (-)  vdth  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued  security  missions  on 
Route  BRONZE  and  responsibility  of  convoy  escort.  l/7  Arty  continued  in  DS 
of  2d  Bde. 

26  July:  2d  Bde  qontiflwsd  -UK  SON  6f.  1/I8  Inf  remained  OPCON 

1st  Bde.  2/I8  Inf' remained  Ol^N  3d  kie.  2/l6  Inf  elements  continued,  security 
missions  at  Rock  Quarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  IHUCC  KHANH.  2/2  Inf 
(Mech)  vdth  B/2/34  Arm  end  elements  of  A/168  Engr  and  B/i  continued 
Op  PAUL  BUNYAN.  2/28  Inf  completed  its  portion  of  the  seal  of  PHU  CH/iMH. 

1/4  Cav  (-)  vdth  elements-  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued  security  .^-issions  on  Rte 
BRONZE,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort,  and  conducted  SfJJ  ops  in  ONG  DONG 
Jungle,  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS  of  2a  Bde. 

27  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LAM  SON  67.  1/I8  Inf  remained  OPCON 
Iqt  Bde.  2/1 8  Inf  remained  OFCCW  3d  Bde,  ;^16  Inf  elements  continued 
security  missions  at  Rock  Cuarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  T>U  PHUOC  KHANH. 

2/2  Inf  (Mech)  vdth  B/2/34  Am  and  elements  of  A/168  Engr  and  B/i  Engr  continuer 
Op  PAUL  BUOTAN.  2/28  Inf  continued  to  maintain  it's  portion  of  seal  of  PHU 
CHaNH.  1/4  Cav  (-)  vdth  elements  of  A/5/2  Apty  (-)  continued  security 
missions  on  Rte  BRONZE,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort,  and  conduc'  .  Cf.D 
ops  in  ONG  D<MG  Jungle.  1/7  Arty  continued  in  DS,  of  2d  Bde, 

28  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  1AM  SCN  67.  I/I8  Inf  remained  OPCON 
1st  Bde.  2/l8.Inf  remained  OPCON  3d  Bde.  2/16  Inf  elements  continued 

•security  missions  at  r<ock  Quarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TAN  PHUOC  KHAN^I. 

2/2  Inf  (Mech)  with  V2/34  ana  and  elemants  of  A/I68  Ihgr  and  B/i  Engr  (-) 
continued  Op  PAUL  BUNY/jj.  l/4  Cav  (-)  vdth  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-) 
continued  security  missions  on  Rte  LPiONZE,  responsibility  of  convoy  escort, 
and  conducted  S4D  ops  in  ONG  DONG  Jungle,  l/7  arty  Continued  in  IS  of  2d  Bde, 

29  July:  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LaM  SO)  67,  I/I8  Ihf  commenced  airliftin. 
from  LAI  KHB  at  1340H  and  air  assaulted  in  the  vie  PHU  CHANH.  2/18  Inf 
remained  0R30N  3d  Bde.  2/1 6  Inf  elements  continued  security  missions  at  Rock 
Cuarry  and  for  Village  Chief  of  TaN  PHUOC  KHhNH.  2/2  Inf  (Msch)  with  B/2/34 
Arm  and  elements  of  A/I68  aigr  and  B/l  Ehgr  (-)  continued'^  Op  PAUL  BUNYAIJ. 

1/4  Cav  (-)  vdth  elements  of  a/5/2  Arty  (-)  continued  security  missions  on 
Ke  BRONZE,  responsibility  of  -convoy  escort,  and  conducted  S&D  operations  in 
ONG  .DONG  Jungle. 

30  July,  ad-  ®de  continued  Op  LaM  SOM  67.  t/l8  Inf  remained  OPCON  let 

Bde,  2/1 8  Inf  remained  OPCON  3^  Bde.  2/l6  Inf  became  OPCON  1st  Bde  at  07C0H 
and  airlifted  into  AO  SIRIE),,  2/2  Inf  (Mech)  with  B/2/34  Arm  and  elements 

of  A/168  Bigr  and  B/i  Engr  (A)  co^itinued  Op  PAUL  BUNYaN,  1/4  Cav  (-)  vdth 

elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (-)  continv}b^.  security  ndssions  on  Rte  BRONZE, 
responsibility  of  convoy  escort,  ahd’qonducted  SAD  operations  in  ONG  DCNG 
Jungle.  2/28  Inf  relieved  2/l6  Inf  oy'pecurity  rs;  at  Hock  Cuarry  and 
fop  Village  PKief  Qf  TAN  PHUOC  KHANH,  1^7  Arty  coi’’  ’  in  D^  of  2d  Bde, 

31  July: '  2d  Bde  continued  Op  LaM  SON  67,  i/  .  -  inf  remained  OPCON' 

1st  Bde,  2/18  Inf  remained  OPCON  3d  Bde,  2/l6  Inf  remained  OPCON  1st  Bde. 

2/2  Inf(Kech)  vdth  B/2/34  Ann  end  elements  of  A/168  Engr  and  B/i  Engr  (-' 

continued  Op  FUAL  BUNYaN.  1/4  Cav  (-)  vith  elements  of  A/5/2  Arty  (»' 

continued  security  mloeione  on  Rte  BRONZE,  'resppnsibility  of  conw 
security  mission  of  ?SPB  "K"  and  conducted  5SD  ops  In  ONG  DONG  Jungle, 

2/28  Inf  continued  security  cdseions  at  Rock  Quarry  and  ibn  '(lUage  Chief 

of  TAN  PHUOC  KH/iNH  and  conducted  5&D  ope  in  AO  DAUNTLESS,  I/7  Arty  continued 
in  DS  of  2d  Bde. 
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7.'  (C)  Pai-t  VII:  DISCUSSION.  AND  RECOM  Hro,.TION: 
a*  ftychologlcal  Operations: 

(1)  Discussion:  During  the  preceding  period  1  May  6?  -  31  July 
67,  the  S5  expanded  psychological  operations.  Psychological  operations 
consisted  of  ground  and  loudspeeker/leaflet  missions  in  support  of  Brigade 
tactical  maneuvers  throughout  the  LAM  SCN  area  of  operations.  During  cordon 
and  search  operations,  Vietnamese  peyops  teams  and  Hoi  Chanhs  wsre  utilized 

to  conduct  face  to  face  psychological  operations,  Popidation  control  normally 
conmenced  with  a  speech  by  the  Province  Chief,  the  District  Chief  or  both. 

The  psy  ops  team  devoted  maximum  effort  on  the  follovdng  themes :  Explanation 
of  the  Chieu  Hoi  Program;  Instructions  on  how  to  rally;  appeals  to  families 
with  relatives  in  the  Viet  Cong;  appeals  from  Hci  Chanhs  to  former  comrades; 
general  Chieu  Hoi  Apperls  stressing  superior  GVN  and  allied  forces  power, 

(2)  Pifecommendetions: 

(a)  During  cordon  and  search  operations  conducted  by  the 
Brigade,  the  seal  message  has  been  broadcast  as  soon  as  the  seal  ia  effected. 
Although  this  has  reduced  the  possibility  of  irmocent  people  getting  hurt, 

it  has  also  increased  the  warning  time  the  VC  have  to  escape  from''the 
village.  The  cordon  and  search  operations  are  most  effective  vhen  the 
seal  massage  is  broadcast  shortly  before  search  is  to  commence. 

(b)  The  Brigade  conducted  a  cordon  and  search  operation 
in  tbs  village  of  PHU  CHANH  during  period  25  to  27  July  67.  The  ;3sy  ops 
team  flew  several  aerial  loudspeaker  missions  instructing  VC  hiding  in  the 
village  to  rally  vhile  ARVN  and  American  Forces  were  operating  in  blio  area. 

On  27  July,  a  guerrilla  followed  the  instructions  and  rallied  at  th^.  /..'VN 
outpost  location  in  the  village.  When  seals  are  maintained  for  extended 
periods,  it  provides  a  better  opportunity  to  exploit  the  operation  with 
psychological  operations, 

(c)  On  27  July  67,  a  Hoi  Chanh  was  utilized  to  broadcast 

a  Chieu  Ifci  Appeal  to  his  former  comrades.  He  instructed  his  former  comrades 
to  move  out  of  the  base  camp  to  the  nearest  open  field  and  wait  for  further 
instructions.  While  the  peyops  ship  was  broadct sting  the  message,  there 
were  several  gunships  orbiting  the  area.  Indications  are  that  if  there 
were  Viet  Cong  in  the  area  they  became  suspicious  of  our  intentions  because 
of  the  number  of  aircraft  in  the  area.  In  future  operations  of  this  type, 
the  psy  ops  ship  should  be  tlie  only  aircraft  over  the  target  area. 

b.  Civic  Action  Activities: 

(l)  Discussion:  Construction  of  a  self-help  HF  dependent 
housing  project  is  presv4itly  underway  in  BINH  DUONG  Province,  This  project 
is  a  combined  effort  of  2d  Bde,  BDJH  DUOf»  Sector  and  the  Office  for 
Civilian  Operations  for  Revolutionary  Development  Support  in  BINH  DUONG 
Province.  US  participation  was  to  be  limited  to  heavy  equipment  and  technical 
assistance,  while  the  RF  was  to -provide  laborers.  Initially  an  engineer 
platoon  was  committed  to  the  project  resulting  in  loss  of  active  VN  partici¬ 
pation,  As  a  result  of  this  experience,  less  than  one  engineer  squad  is 
presently  being  utilized  for  this  project,  A  meeting  with  province  and  RF 
officials  to  discuss  futm^  US  support  for  this  project  has  resulted  in  an 
agreement  to  provide  adequate  RF  support  for  the  project.  Threatened  with¬ 
drawal  of  US  support  from  this  project  has  induced  d  RF  pjersonnel  to 

assume  increased  responsibilities,  Opjeration  of  tb-  ■’  H/»NH  Dioponsery 
in  DI  AN  District  is  underway.  This  project  is  a  coirfbined  effort  of  2d  Bde, 

DI  AN  District  and  the  Civilian  Operations  for  Revolutionary  Development 
Support  Agency  in  DI  AN  District.  US  participation  is  to  be  limited  to 
providing  technical  assistance.  Initially  the  dispensary  is  being 
by  medics  from  this  section  and  supplies  are  being  provided  throu.L’ 

Channels,  However  plans  arc  being  made  to  train  Vietnamese  to  run  the 
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dispensary  and  for  GVN  supply  channels  to  eventually  assums  the  logistical 
support  of  the  dispensary.  In  order  to  undertake  Civic  Action  project  of 
this  nature,  participation  by  the  District  Chief  is  of  prime  ijaportance. 

The  present  District  Chief  has  demonstrated  more  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people  than  the  previous  Chief,  thus  providing  the  ’atmosphere  required 
for  Civic  Action  projects  in  DI'AN  District.’  During  the  loast  ouarter,  the 
nunber  of  MEDCAP  II  operations  has  increased  from  an  average  of  one  per 
week  to  present  tempo  of  five,  and  sometimes,  six  per  week,  Increased 
emphasis  on  EEDCAP  II  operations  has  necessitated  a  more  scientific 
approach  to  the  planning,  coordination  and  execution  of  these  daily 
o'i«rations.  Many  small  bugs  have  been  irened  out  of  the  operation. 

(2)  Recomoendation: 

(a)  Close  and  continuous "(almost  daily)  coordination 
must  exist  between  the  Civic  Action  Officer  end  district  officials  and 
supporting  medical  units  in  order  to  produce  effective  and  efficient  MEDCAP 
II  operations  on  the  present  scale. 

(b)  Though  performances  of  the  1st  Infantiy  Division  Band 
and  the  distribution  of  conmodities  tend  to  detract  tenpor.  rily  from 
MEDCAP  participation,  they  have  in  each  instance  served  to  increase  ultimate 
participation  by  attracting  larger  crowds. 

(c)  Effective  crowd  control .  preferably  by  Vietnamese 
military  or  para-military  personnel,  is  essential  in  Insuring  a  smooth' 
operation.  Surging  crowds  and  continuous  loua  noise  reduce  the  effect¬ 
iveness  of  some  medical  techniques. 

(d)  Frequent  and  somewhat  regular  return  to  a  F;"-.C;.F 
village  instills  confidence  in  the  people  and  makes  them  more  willing 
to  bring  their  problems  to  the  attention  of  competent  medical  personnel, 

(e)  Because  REDCAP  teams  usually  visit  the  centers 

of  the  vsrious  pockets  of  population. concentrationj  a  psychological  operations 
loudspeaker  helicopter  is  essential  in  notifying  the  people  in  outlying 
areas  of  the  K-vDCAP's  presence  and  location,  Respoise  is  always  limited  when 
an  aerial  .psychological  operations  missions  is  unavailable, 

(f)  Because  a  psychological  operations  helicopter 
is  frequently  unavailable,  extensi’/e  •use  -f  ground  loudspeaker,  systems 

has  become  necessary.  VIS  can  usually  provide  a  loudspeaker  lamWetta  and 
an  interpreter  in  a  jeep  with  a  hand. megaphone  can  also'be  effectively 
used.  Neither  is  an  acceptable  substitute  for  a  short  aerisl  psychological  . 
operations  mission. 

(g)  Close  coordination  with  supporting  medical  units  is 
necessary  to  insure  that  an  adequate  number  of  interpreters  is  available  for 
a  MEDCAP  operation.  Insufficient  interpreter "personnel  reduces  the 
effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  the  operation.  An  tnturpretei*’ from  S5  oh-:uld 
always  be  available. 

(h)  A  large  portion  of  MEBO.P  patients  suffer  from  ■ 
problems  caused  by  the  unhealthhil  immediate  environment  (skin  diseases, 
worms,  etc),  treating  the  symptoms,  but  ignoring  the  causes,  is  of  only 
limited  effecti'veness.  Good  use  can  be  made  of  a  public  health/preventive 
medicine  team  for  MEDCAP  Operations, 

0,  ■  Jungle  Clearing  Operations; 

(l)  .  .pispuBfiion; 

(♦)  -Organization  for  Operations;  TF  6/JllNG  orgi?,t  ' 
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Jungle  clef  ring  operations  with  3  Jungle  dee  ring  teams,  1  mechanized 
comparer  for  NDP  security  and  convoy  escort,  and  Recon  Platoon  on  road 
sweeping,  convoy  escort  and  battalion  RRF  missions.  Organisation  of  a 
Jungle  clearing  team  is  as  shown  belows 

J..  Mech  Company  (-) 

2.  Tank  Platoon 

Engineer  Plow  team  (9- Rome  Plows,  1  Bull  Blade) 
This  company  teajA  is  further  organized  as  follows: 

Co  HQ 

Trail  Breaking  Platoon 

TK  Plat  (-)  (2  tanks  and  Plat  Ho),  2  mechanized  infantry  squads. 
Search  Platoon 


Mech  Plat  (-)  (2  Koch  squads  and  Plat  HQ)  tank  section  (2  tanks) 
Security  Platoon 
Mech  Plat 

Engineer  Plow  Team 

(b)  Concept  of  Operation.  The  area  to  be  cleared  is 
saturated  with  artillery  destruction  program  fires,  mortar  fires  and  pre¬ 
planned  airstrikes  for  several  days  prior  to  commencement  of  cle;  ring . 
Immediately  prior  to  entry  of  the  clearing  team,  an  artillery  and  mortar 
preparation  is  fired.  The  company  clearing  team  enters  the  area  imr-dictely 
after  completion  of  the  preparation,  A  schematic  of  a  Jungle  area  to  be 
dec  red  is  shown  below.  Normally  one  side  of  the  area  will  be  clear  of 
Jungle. 


The  trail  breaking  team  proceeds  along  existing  trails  rfhere  possible,  or 
breaks  swaths  through  the  Jiaigle  where  necessary,  to  outline  the  area  to  be 
cut  (l).  The  search  team  by  random  pattern  searches  the  Jungle  to  discover 
mines,'  booby  traps  or  enemy  (2) ,  The  Security  Platoon  r  cconpanies  the 
engineer  plow  team  which  deers  Jtmgle  in  a  counterclockwise  direction. 

On  order  after  trail  breaking  and  searching  are  completed,  the  plows  begin 
clearing  following  the  path  broken  by  the- trail  team,  "’he  ACAVs  of  .the 
mechanized  platoon  march  to  the  flanks  of  the  cle;rtnn  plows.  In  close 
Jimgle,  infantry  disiount  the  more  dangerous  side  of  the  broken  thail. 

The  trail  breaking,  search,  and  seewity  teams  repeat  the  above  operation 
until  the  area  is  cleared.  Normally  the  trail  breaking  team  will  be  able 
to  br-ak  trail  in  the  first  portion  of  the  area  for  the  following  day'- 
operation.  The  combined  arms  organization  for  Jungle  clearing  of  r- 
infantry,  armor,  end  artillery  supporting  engineer  oletring  is  satie... 

It  is  belie-ved  that  fire  support  by  air,  artillery  and  mortars  limits  the 
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capability  of  the  eneny^to  emplace  mines  or  booby  traps,  and  the  preparation 
prior  to  aitry  for  clearing  destroys  those  previously  ei!5>laced. 

(2)  Recommendations: 

(a)  The  organization  of  company  clearing  teams  as  shown 
in  Discussion  above  gives  the  greatest  security  to  the  engineer  plow  tejuns 
and  provides  the  team  commander  with  flexibility  in  operations, 

(b)  Reconnaissance  by  tank  cannistor  fire  is  effective 
in  penetrating  booby  trapped  Jungle  or  old  base  camp  areas, 

(c)  A  1500  meter  buffer  from  units  other  than  the 
clearing  battalion  should  be  maintained  to  permit  rapid  response  to  anbush, 

(d)  It  is  recommended  that  clearing  operations  be  conducted 
in  continuotM  Jungle  area  of  approximately  3000  or  more  acres.  This 
eliminates  frequent  displacement  of  the  NDP  and  employs  the  engineer  plow  teeims 
with  maximum  effectiveness, 

FOR  THE  OOMMtJJDER 


DISTRIBUTIONS 
20-G3 
1-1/18  Ihf 
1-2/1 8  Inf 
1-2/16  Ihf 
1-2/2  Inf  (M^ch) 
1-2/28  Ihf 
1-1/26  Inf 
1-1/16  Ihf 
1-1 /4  Cav 
1-HHC,  2d  Bde  . 
1-1/7  Arty 
I-B/I  Engr 
1 -A/168  Engr' 
I-B/7OI  Maint 


J/MS  E,  LANCASTER 
Captain,  Infantry 
Adjutant 


c  ^7“ 


THIS  HQ: 
1-SI 
1-S2 
5-S3 
1-S4 
1-S5 
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•lia.DQtW.RTERS  3D  BRIGADE  AND  LAI  KHB  BASE 
Is'?)  Infantry  Division 
APO  96345 


AVDB4JB-C  03  August  1967 

SUBJECT!  Opera'tlonal  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (RCS  CSGPO-28  (R1^) 


TOt  Comnanding  General 

1at  Infantry  Division 

ATTNt  Q  3 

APO  IB  Forces  96345 


1.  PART'l.  INTRODUCTION. 

a«  During  'the  .previous  quarter,  five  major  unit  operations  were  conducted. 
Major  engagements  were  fought  on  28  February  and  on  10-11  March  1967,  Three  uajor 
unit  operations  were  conducted  during  the  current  reporting  period,  April  thru  June, 
A  major  engagement  occurred  during  operation  BILLINCB  on  14  June  1967.  At  1430 
hours,  Company  B  I-I6  Infantry  made  contact  with  a  VC  Bat-tallon,  Company  B  became 
heavily  engaged  receiving  heavy  fire  from  the  front  and  flanks.  Artillery,  r.ir 
strikes  and  ^unships  were  utilized  in  support  of  the  ground  troops.  By  1900  hours 
contact  was  broken.  The  action  resulted  in  60  VC  KIA  (BC),  Again  on  17  June  a 
major  engagement  was  fought.  At  L2  X-RAY,  1-16  Infantry  and  2-28  Infantry  booam* 
heavily  engaged  and  received  two  major  at'taoks.  Hero  again  the  effective  Use  of 
Close  cir  tfupport  and  drtillery  successfully  broke  the  at'tack,  A  follow  up  report 
of  this  days  acbi'vltles  lis'ted  196  VC  KIA, 


h,  OoMiponant  Units  find  Coniimnding  Officers, 


1-2  Infan'try  : 
1-16  Infantry  1 

1-18  Infantry  t 

1- 28  Infantry  ! 

2- 2'  Inf(Mooh)  j 

2-18  Infantry  : 

2-28  Infantry  t 

1-4  Cav  t 

1-11  ACR  i 
3"11  ACR  ! 
.  2-33  Arty  t 

6-15  Arty  s 

2,  PART  11,  N/iHRATIVE 


LTG  William  C,S,  Simpson 
LTG  Rufus  C.  Lazzell, 

LTG  Ccl'vert  P,  Benedict 
Lie  FJLohard  Cavazos 
LTC  Stanley  J,  Rulck 
LTC  Edward  J,  Collins, 
LTC  John  D,  Pelton, 

TiTC  Lewis  R.  Baumann, 

LEG  James  F,  Price, 

LTC  Jerry  S,  Edwards, 

LTC  Bdwaj^  J,  Cavanaugh 
LTC  John  W,  Selgls 
LEG  Martin  D,  H^oU 
LTC  DechIc  Cochran 
LTC  Charles' D.  Daniels, 
LTC  Arthur  D,  Welle, 

LTO  PtAnk  E,  Scrib 

F  TACTICAL  OPERATIONS: 


26  November  1966-28  June  67 
28  June  67  -  Present 


22  Deoetuber  1966-24  May  67 
24  May  1967-1^686116 

23  ApriVII  May 
11  Ifay-Present 

15  March  67'»27  June  67 
27  June  67  -  Present 


5-20  June 
20  June-Present 


a.  Major  operations  conducted  hy  the  IRON  Brigade  during  the  reporting 
period  include  ^e  following: 

(1)  Operation  Mi'iNH/.TTAN  (23  April^ll  May):  The  Initial  ^stages  of  'this 
operation  as  woU.cs  the  intelligence  coverage,  terrain  analysis  and  cf/eots  of 
cldmntic  conditions  were  covered  in  the  previous  reporting  period  (23-30  April  67) 

.  The  operation  continued  into  the  month  of  MAY  with  the  3d  Brigade  conducting  C  earch, 
destroy  opeiations  in  the  THAN  DIEN  forestry  reserve  West  of  LAI  KHB  In  EINH  DONG 
proirince.  Small  base  camps,  food  end  ammunition  cochos  were  discovered  during 
the  course  of  'the  operation,.  On  3  May  1967  in  the  viciidty  11560380  a  CHIEU  HOI 
led  Company  A,  2418  Infantry  to  a  very  large  weapons  cache  containing  220»7,92 
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Mauser  rifles  (147  Chi com  type);  53  rifles,  20  VC  olayroores,  1500-60  MM  Mortar 
rounds,  500  rifle  grenades;  7500-12,7  MM  IS  rounds;  50  OS  IS  nines;  7800  rounds  of 50 
Cal  aiamo;  miscellaneous  equipmcn'^  and  doeiuaents.  Rosistanoo  by  the  VC  throu^out 
the  operation  vros  limited  to  harassing  tactics,  employing  snipers  and  booby  traps 
extensively. 


Personnel  losses  for  tho  operation  were*  OS  Losses;  8  KH/*,  57 
WHA,  VC  Losses;  58  KIA  and  8  VCC,  Significant  VC  equipment  losses  other  those 
previously  mentioned  were;  2  RFC  rocket  launchers,  2000  82  MM  mortar  rounds.  1800 
electric  blasting  cap,  1400  non-electric  blasting  cops,  100  claymoro  (Chicomimines, 
2363-hond  grenades,  130,000  rounds  small  arms  ammo,  900-/i0  MM  rounds,  130  mines  and 
booby  traps,  21  tons  of  salt,  5,6  tons  of  wheat,  1,5  tons  of  fish,  500  gallons  of 
cooking  oil,  3,5  tons  of  cement  end  finally  miscelloneous  food,  ammunition 
arid  equipment  were  destroyed. 

Operation  M,'i,NKATTAN  was  officially  terminated  at  11240CH  May  1967, 

(2)  Operation  BLUfirXELD  (5  Jun^^Jun  1967),  Tho  mission  of  the  IRON 
Brigade  was  to  conduct  a  iMlti-oattolion  air  and  ground  assault  on  5  June  67  in  a 
sector  located  12  Km  North  ajid  13  Rn  East-Northecst  of  liJ!  KHE  and  to  destroy  VC^IVA 
Forces  and  installations  within  the  operational  area.  The  sector  was  bounded  by 
coordinates  XT7440,  XT7454  and  East  to  the  SONG  BE  River,  Units  participatiiig  under 
3d  Brigade  OPCON  were;  2-2  Inf(Meoh),  1-1 6' Inf,  1-26  Inf,  2-28  Inf,  1-4  Cav,  2-33 
Arty  and  supporting  units.  The  Brigade  was  participating  in  a  1st  Inf  Division 
operation,.  Intelligence  sources  revealed  that  since  the  lest  large  operation  in 
the  assigned  sector  that  tax  collection  points  had  been  fstablished  along  HWX  13, 
Additionally,  movement  of  squads  and  Company  size  VC  foroes  were  reported  and 
confirmed  in  tho  area.  Tne  actual  area  of  operation  was  characterized  by  generally 
flat  and  broad  leaf  eveigrecn  forest,  inteiminglQiwith  buebwood  and  bamboo  forests 
in  the  '.lortheast  corner.  The  weather  during  the  operation  consisted  of  occasional 
rain  and  aid  not  effect  the  operation.  Tho  operational  area  was  sparsely  populated 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  villages  along  Highway  302,  The  operation  commenced 
with  1-4  Cav  conducting  3  &  D  operations  ^c  XT880450,  I-I6  Infantry  conducted  an 
air  assault  into  LZ  16  (XT875483)  and  2-28  Infantry  conducted  an  air  assault  into 
LZ  28  (XT828477),  Both  battalions  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  sector. 
ft-2  Inf(MQoh)  scoured  an  artillery  base  vie  Bi.U  B/.NQ  an  HWi'  13,  1-26  Infantry 
secured  til  KHE.  Tho  VC  apparently  departed  the  operational  area  leaving  small 
amounts  of  ammunition  and  equipment  in  base  camps  varying  in  size  from  squad  to 
battalion.  No  large  cache  was  found,  however  23  unserviceable  weapons  were  found 
during  the  operation. 

Operation  BLUEHELD  tcrminjitod  on  9  June  with  the  following  results; 
1  IB  HLi,  2  US  WH/k,  1  VO  KIA(BC),  There  were  no  DB  equipment  losses.  Major  VC 
supply  losses  for  the  operation  were;  5000  lbs  of  rice,  20  tons  of  peanuts,  23 
assorted  weauona,  94  rounds  of  50  cal,  ammo  and  584  rourds  of  oasorted  small  arms 
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(3)  OpercUpn  BILUKGS-  Jim  1967).  Oporation  BILUNGS 

was  ccnductsd  in  Vf*cstorn  wAR  ZONS  D*  Hio  IBOl)  Bdo  cdssioa  was  to  seeux^  end  occupy 
a  FSPB  (Guni>or  2)^  conduct  an  cir  095ault  into  LZ  RUKE,  conduct  combat  reconnaissance 
and  search  and  destroy  operations  with  two  Infantry  Battalions,  kill  VC/lJVA  ysroonaol 
and  destroy  VC/t)VA  installaticrts  with  tho  area  of  operations.  The  3d  Brlgode  conoepd; 
of  operation  was  as  follows;  Secure  FSPB  Gunner  2  with  2-28  Infantry  commencing 
11  June  1967,  conduct  an  aii-mobilo  assault  on  LZ  RUJE  utilizii;g  1-56  Infantry  on  13 
June  1967,  and.conduct  comoat  reconnaissanoe operations  in  sccto:^  employing  I-I6 
Infantry  and  2-28  Infantry,  Discovery  of  nianerous  largo  base  camps  within  the  opera¬ 
tional  area  indicated  tho  VC  regularly  used  ■^he  area.  Additional  Intelligence 
information  gathered  from  the  USSF  detachment  at  CHI  LINH  confirmed  large  enemy  unit 
sightings  and  discoveries  of  many  base  camps,  Tho  operational  area  was  dominated  by 
secondary  forests  with  considerable  v.vt  lend  rico  areas  along  the  nuiBrous  streams 
scattered  throu.piout  tho  area.  Weather  daring  thu  first  week  of  the  operatipn 
sisted  of  heavy  rainfall.  This  did  not  Impede  movement  during  the  operation  but 
did  however  cause  air  support  to  operate  at  minimum  conditions.  No  oivilisn 
personel  were  cnooimtered  by  friendly  elements  in  their  maneuver  area  during  the 
course  of  the  operation, 

Tho  operation  cortnencod  on  11  Jun.  67  with  the  2-l8  Infantry 
moving  to  and  securing  FSPB  Gunner  2  (Xr917734).  On  12  Juno  1967,  2-28  Infantry 
moved  to  an  assembly  area  at  CHI  UKH.  The, 3d  Brigade  CP  also  moved  there.  After 
extensive  air  and  artillery  preparation,  tho  I-I6  Infantry  conducted  an  air  assault 
into  LZ  RUFE  (XT954663).  The  2-28  Infantry  also  was  inserted  into  the  LZ.  1-16 
Infantry  secured  tho  rtorthoj®  -half  of  tho  NDP  and  2-28  Ii^^try  tho  Bouthem  half, 

^  CO/JF/O^JU77/9i-  ^ 
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me  t9o7,  Coapony  B,  1-1 6  I 


Infantry  made  contact  with 


On  14  June 

an  estimated  VC  Company  vie  XT937669.  Contact  continued  for  approximately  three  hours 
Results  wore  6  US  KH/i,  12  OS  VUV-;  and  60  VC  KI4(BC),  Two  '  medevao  aircraft  were 
damaged  in  an  attempt  to  cvccuotc.  tiic  woiif'dcd. 


On  17  Juno  1967  at  1245  hours,  1-16  Inifontry  and  2-28  Infantry 
moved  overland  to  a  position  vie  Xr960879  and  began  propjirations  for  an  NDP.  The 
VC  began  firing  into  the  peidmetor  from  throe  directions.  The  VC  then  initiated  a 
yfound  attack  from  both  tho  Morthwest  and  South  rest,  Artillery,  air  and  Gunships 
were  used  in  repelling  the  enemy,  and  tho  attack  was  repulsed  at  1345  hc^irs,  4t  1700 
hours,  however,  the  position  was  mortared  for  about  10  minutes  rostflting,ln  more  DS 
casualties,  Results  of  tho  days  activities  wore  30  US  XH4,  106  US  VIlAj  19&  VC  KI4(BG) 
ConpanyA  und  RBCON  platoon  1-16  Infantry  wore  airlifted  to  CHI  UNH.  2-28  Infant]^ 
with  C  Company  1-1 6  Infantry  defended  tho  position,  A  follow  Up  report  of  the  aay>s 
action  listed  196  VC  KIA  (BC),  1-18  Infantry  was  inserted  into  tho  position  closing 
at  1905  hours.  On  18  Juno  1967,  1~l6  Infantry  (-)  was  airlifted  to  lAI  KHE,  1-18 
Infantry  conducted  S  &  D  operations  and  disoovorod  22  VC  bodies,  ,  On  19  June  1967, 
W8  Infontry  conducted  on  air  assault  on  LZ  DEFIIUT  (XT955726)  ‘end  conducted  S  St  D 
operations  in  that  general  area.  On  23  Juno  1967,  2-18  Infantry  and  supporting 
artillery  were  extracted  from  FSPB, Gunner  2  at  CHI  LIHH.  Operation  EILIING3 
Officially  terminated  on  26  June  1967  at  1838  houro.  Results  of  the  operation  were 
37  US  KH4,  147  US  m,  329  VC  KIA(BC)  and  1  VC  PC«, 


(4)  Road  Clearing  Operation  (1—7  July  1967)  (UNN/JtED),  The  3d 
brigade  participated  in  a  road  clearing  and  convoy  security  mission  during  this 
operation,  HMY  13  from  L'd  KHE  to  QU4N  LOT  was  secured  and  cleared  doily  to  enable 
resupply  convoys  to  move  fully  through  the  sector.  Units  participating  under  3d 
Brigade  control  weroj  1-16  Infantry,  2-28  Infantry,  2-2  Infantry  (Mooh),  W8 
Infantry  1-26  Infantry,  1-4  Cav.(-),  2-33  /artillery,  6-15  lartillery  and  other 
combat  service  support  units,  Tho  operation  was  conducted  in  throe  phases: 

(a)  PH/iJE  I: 

J,.  This  phase  of  tho  operation  consisted  of  positioning 
units  along  HUy  13  from  UI  KHE  to  QU/U  LOT  and  clearing  tho  same  highway.  This  was 
rocomplieliod  i-c  iv67,  Adaitionclly  the  following  FSPB's  wore  established. 

A.  QaJl  LOT  (XT8190)-C/7-9  /urtillory,  Plat/A/6-27 

fortlUery  (175), 

B,  CAISSON  1-(XT756877)-C/6-15  Artillery. 

C;  CAISSON  2-(X1'731818)-6-15  Artillory/-),  A/8-6 
Artillery,  Hat/A/6-27  Artillery  (8''  HCH), 

2.  CAISSON  >(Xr7686l3)-8-6  Artillery(-),  C/7 


Iirtillery,  D/I-5  iartillery. 
Artillery, 

/artillery,  B/8-6  Artillery, 


£.  C/JSSON  4-(Xr784543)*rA/2-33  Artillery,  C/;^'33 
I,  L/Ol  KHE  (Xr7637),  2-33  Artillery(-),  ^2-13 


g.  On  tho  first  day  of  tho  operation  luiits  were  positioned 
from  LAI  KHE  North  to  CH/JJ  TH/H,  1-4  Cav{-)  moved  to  and  serairod  LZ  TOM  (3Cr789457), 
1-16  Infantry(-)  moved  into  LZ  TOM  at  010930H  July  67,  1-4  Cav(-)  proceeded  North 
to  C/iISSON  3.  2-2  Infantry(Meoh)  moved  from  LAI  KHE  to  and  secured  C/JSSON  4«  At 
1030  hours,  1-28  Infantry  moved  to  CAISSON  T,  1-4  Cav(-)' then  proceeded  to 
CAISSON  3i  /Additionally  commencing  at  1200  hours,  1-t6  Infantry  moved  VIA  P/J 
aircraft  to  QHAN  LOI.  Both  units  closed  by  1555  hows. 


The  second  day  of  tho  operation  found  the  IRON 
Brigade  continuing  to  TOsition  luaits  and  clear  HWI  I3  from  CH/Jl  THNH  to  QUAN  LOT, 
At  0630  hours,  1-4  Cay(-)  moved  tomd  seounodLZ  JOE  (XT7C8681),  ‘  Simultaneously 
1-28  Infantry  secured  C/JSSON  2  end  escorted  artillery  units  into  that  position, 

4t  0930  hours,  1-26  Infantry  moved  frp>i  QU/*N  lOT  to  12  JOE,  One  troop  1-4  Cav(-) 
soc>u:od  LZ  H).  At  1300  hours,  2-l6  Infontry  moved  to  airi  secured  LZ  BD(xT766757) 
and  LZ  M/XK  (}Cr769786),  Trp  1-^  cav(-)  then  moved  and  become  attached  to  CAISSON  2, 


(b)*  II,  During  this  phase  of  "che  operation  the  3d 

Brigade  cleared  and  secure^  HWt  13  in  sector  on  a  dally  bases  by  0900  hours,  and 
controlled  convoy  movemonts  from  lAI  KHE  to  QU/,N  LOI.  On  3  July  1967,'  The  resupply 
convoy  propossed  throu^  tho  3d  Brigade  sector  to  QUANIOI  without  Incidont,  Burton 
road  clearing  operation  however,  1-16  Infantry  had  1  WI/,  when  an  individual  steo^'ed 
on  a  mine  (XT793434).  Additionally,  in  the  2-16  Infontjay  area,  one  OS  soldier  was 
VflA  when  two  RPG  rounds  woro  fired  into  the  area.  On  4  July  1967.  The  road  from 
QUAN  lot  to  UI  KHE  was  cleared  by  0843  hours  without  Incident  also  the  resupply 
convoy  cleared  tho  3d  Brigade  sector  without  incident,  • 

Co  UFlO€  tJTiFu. 


On  5  July  1967,  again  tho  road  was  clceredena  secured  and  the  conVoy  moved  to 
QffiiN  IX)I  without  incident.  On  6  Julv  1967,  the  load  viaa  oleardd  by  0655,  hours.  At 
0702  hou^8;'^vio  Xr76776o),  a  i  C/-'-4  Cav  was  hit  by  an  RTO^Ppuiid,  The 

tank  wa?,d^Bt:?6yod  and  5  IB  porsorr.-,!  wan  VftLi.  The  convoy  progressed tSouth  without 
incident,' 

(c).  PHi.SE  III.  During  6-7  July  1967,  tile  IRON  Brigade 
teralnated  road  clearing  operations  North  'of  L/.I  KHE,  retumed  attached  units  to 
their  base  coitus  and  continued  security  of  lAI  KHE  and  QU/H  DOI  without  ‘incident, 

3,  PiJtr  III.  INmUGENCE  (ENEMY  OPDEP  OF  Bf.TTtE) 

a.  Enemy  activity '^uring  the  reporting  period  was  characterized  by  snipinfi. 
mortar  attacks,  reooilloss  rifle  attacks,  road  blocks,  harassing  and  terrorists 
attacks,  Tho  VC  conducted  nuberous  propaganda  talks  to  small  groins  of  people 
throughout  the  Brigade  TAOR,  ^jor  enemy  engagements  with  elements  of  tho  3d  Brigade 
occurred  during  the  period  11  May  1967,  eiid  26  -Jinie  1967  during  operations 
Mi'.NHfi'ITAN,  BUIEFIEID,  and  BHiUNCS,  Prlncipalunit's’ in  the  prea  of  interest  of  the 

3d  Brigade  which  could  have  influ&jcod  any  bottle  situation  l^lnclude  tho  follouingJ 

(1) .  9th  VC  Division,' 

(a)  271  at  Reglinent-PKOUC  LONG 

(•b)  272d  RogimentAEOENH  LONG 

(d)  273d  Regiment-PHOUC  HINH 

(2) .  7th  NVA  Divi.sion,  • 

(a)  141st  Rogitont~BINH  lOlIG 

(b)  165th  Rogimont--  Unloor.t-d, 

(c)  101st  Regiment-Tay  Hinh  Province 

(3) ,  PHU  IDI  Bat'talions  How  considered  'to  bo  2  Bns,  HINH  DDONG  Province 

(4) .  0  61  District  Com  jcnj^-EEN  CAT  District, 

b,  A  brief'  sumary  of  enemy  activity  for  each  of  the  major  opejja.tioM 
during  tho  reporting  period  is  presented  as  followt 

(1) ,  Operation  M/JIH<.TT/JI: 

Intelligence  indicated  that  tho  VC  had  re-established  logistical 
operations  in  the  area  previously  penetrated  during  oporefeton  .  CJTO/iR  PAUS,  Tho 
83d  Roar  services  group,  subordinate  to  COSVN  and  MR  IV, 'was  ptrimerily  responsible 
for  re-establishing  -the  supply  bases  and  transportation  network  in  thi^Tontire  area. 
Political  hoadquar'ters  known  -fco  be  in  tho  area  included  MR  IV,  thruDAU  MOT  HIOVIKCE 
committees,  BEN  CAT  and  DAU  TIEHG  District  committees,  and  their  subordina'tos,  Ew 
273d  VC  Regiment  was  the  only  known  main  force  iinit,  reportedly  loca-tod  in  the 
LONG  NGUYEN  SECPiT  ZONE,  in  position  to  reinforce  the  enemy  if  a  VC  counter  sweep 
was  ordered.  No  major  contact  was  made  during  the  operation,  however,  there  were 
numerous  small  unit  encounters.  Base  cai!5>B  supply  depots,  rice  caches  and  other 
food  stores  were  discovered  immediately  after  tho  operation  bogan,  Documen'ts  oaptured 
in  the  area  confirmed  the  presence  of  •■■the  83d  Roar  services  group,  security  eletaen'ts 
of  MR,  IV,  and  other  political  headquarters  elements.  Information  gathered  from 
CHIEU  HOI's  and  P0W*b  resulted  the  discovery  of  both  weapons  and  anaaiaition  cadies. 

It  is  believed  -tliat  the  epepj  citation  of,  hard  intelligence  developed  .during  OperstiliSh, 
M/iNHATT/H  resulted  iij.'a  complete  disruption'of  the  VC  logistical  base  and  d^jiei 
the  snesy  'the  use  ot  supplies  which  CoUld  have  sustained  him  for  several  mon'ths 
in  the  Western  'And  Central  III  Corps  area, 

(2) ,  Operation  BLIIEfTELDt 

a.  Agent  reports  and  other  Intelldg&nce  reports  indicated  tax 
collection,  points  along  HWY  13  and  •movement  of  the  273d  VC  Regiment  and  email 
groups,  company  and  squad  size,  entering  and  departing  'the  area  dally.  The  area  of 
this  operation  extended  approximately  12  KM  North  and  13  KM  East,  Northeast  of 
Lf.I  KHE  bounded  iy  coordinates  XT7440,  'SillSU  and  East  to  the  SONG  BE  River, 

Political  elements  considered  -to  be  in  this  area  wore  'thu  DAU  MOT,  LONG  BINH 
province,  BIN  CAT  District,  and  CHOU  TH/JJH  District  committees  and  their  subordinate 
elements. 


b.  During  this  oocrr  tion mcKyba  se  camps,  some  recently 
construetei?  end  soi.ie  old  and  not  rL'ceni-iy  used  m  re  .vooatod.  Many  of  them  hod  ovar~ 
head  cover  on  bunker^  ond  oonn'-sMn-  tao'-oi  s;-<--*.<;r.„  Some  structures  had  reinforced 
steel  and  concrete  supports.  Kos  food  hot  eshos  discovered  in  some  of  the  areas 
indicated  the  eneiiy  had  rcssnsiy  oco_pied  the  area,  friendly  elements  did  not 
engage  any  VC  units  but  received  some  sn:pcr  fire.  •/.  largo  number  of  booby  traps 
ranging  from  homemade  hand  grenades  to  1r5  fM  rounds  were  found  throughout  the  area, 
A  total  of  24  weapons  wore  .mptured,  some  bomomade^  others  appeared  in  the  stage  of 
repair,  along  with  povwer,  primers,  cartridge  cauos,  and  gunsmith  tools.  The  size 
and  typo  structures  discovered  indicate  the  area  to  bo  possible  •secure’  area  used 
by  the  VC  for  retraining  and  refitting  olomonts  of  273d  Regiment,  and  possibly  other 
elements  of  the  9th  VC  Division. 


c.  Base  camps,  fortifications,  tunnels,  ond  other  structures 
wore,  in  most  eases,  well  constructed  with  overhead  cover,  good  camouflage,  and 
strategically  located,  test  significant  discovo?-ios  were  as  follows: 

Vie  XT872i'-5T;  (l)  'i''-  Bwkors  U/OH  Cover 

Vic  XT836482:  (2)  100  fomholes- 

Vio  XT863475:  (3)  5  huts  &  300  meters  of  trench 

Vic  XT893481:  (4)  25-30  Bunkers 

Vic  >Cr865477i  (5)  20  Bunkers 

Vic  XT87T468:  (6)  300  notofs  tunnel  leading  off  in 


several  directions  and 


large  ertou^  to  walk  in. 

Vie  XT870449:  (7)  15  huts 


d.  Terrain  in  the  area  is  generally  flat  with  brood  leaf  ever¬ 
green  forest,  intermingled  with  bushes  and  bamboo  forest  in  the  KE  comer.  The  area 
along  route  13  had  been  defolicted  in  many  places,  however,  the  double  type  canopy 
still  hides  most  of  the  ground  througliout  the  remoir.’er  of  the  area.  Weather  was 
characterized  by  occassional  rain  end  did  not  impede  the  operation, 

(3).  Operation  BILUNGS: 

The  area  of  operation  was  bounded  by  following  coordinates: 
XT8245,  XT8278,  511178,  and  YIIHu.  The  area  is  dominated  by  secondary  forest  idth 
considerable  wot  land  rice  area  along  the  numerous  streams  scattered  throughout  the 
area,  Intolligonoo  ropoi-tcj  indicated  that  largo  and  numerous  VC  base  camps, 
txmnols,  food  storage  area,  fortified  positions  and  other  allied  installations, 
with  heavy  concentrations  of  installations  in  the  SW  and  SE  quarter  of  the  area.  In 
addition  to  the  271st  VC  Regiment,  reportedly  there  would  also  bo  MRI  Hqs,  THU 
DAU  DOT,  and  BltW  LONG  Province  committees  ond  Tj.S  UYEK,  EiN  Ci.T,  ond  CHON  THXNH 
District  committees  and  their  subordinate  elements. 


It  was  diecevered  that  the  area  oontcined  numerous  largo 
base  camps.  At  the  onset  only  sniper  fire  was  received  by  friendly  units  from 
harassing  elements  and  ccrotaker  luiits  in  base  camps.  The  VC  defended  their  position 
throughout  the  area.  The  first  major  engagement  took  place  on  14  Juno  1967  when 
B  1-16  engaged  an  estimated  VC  company  vicinity  XT937669  believed  to  be  a  unit  of 


the  1st  Bn,  271st  VC  Regiment,  The  VC  wore  dressed  in  KH/Jd  uniforms  and  employed 
mortars,  Aw/S/.,  M-79’3,  MG  '  and  hand  grenades.  There  were  60  VC  KIA(BC)  and  light 
casualties  to  friendly  troops.  On  17  Jimo  1967,  vie  XT958675  elements  of  the  Ist 
&  2d  Bn  271st  VC  Regiment  attacked  the  1“t6  Infantry  and  2-28  Infantry,  The  attack 
was  launched  with  two  assavilts  from  the  front  and  one  from  the  West  flank,  VC  losses 
were,  196  KIA(BC)  with  heavy  friendly  casualties.  The  VC  iroro  successfxtl  in 
evacuating  their  dead  and  wounded  along  mth  their  weapons  In  spite  of  heavy  friendly 
artillery  fire  ini.o  the  battle  area,  A  P4  confirmed  the  attacking  VC  unit  as  the 
2d  Bn,  271st  VC  Regiment,  During  the  ensuing  days,  many  dead  VC  were  found  (minus 
weapons).  Some  were  found  in  groups,  others  in  hastily  built  graves.  Weapons 
oaptared  during  the  operation  were  in  excellent  condition,  as  was  the  ueb  equipment. 
On  19  Juno  1967,  B  1-18  Infantry  entered  a  VC  base  camp  vie  XT951693  and  found  35 
dead  VC,  53  bunkers  with  overhead  cover,  now  comouflago,  and  latrines,  along  with 
many  parts  of  bloody  clothing  ond  some  medicine.  This  base  camp  probably  had  been 
used  VIS  an  aid  station  or  hospital  and  as  a  result  of  aa  airstrike,  additional  VC 
were  fiillcd  end  the  wounded  carried  off. 


The  operational  area  was  mostly  flat  with  heavy  Jungle 
undergrowth  and  in  many  places  do.iblc  canopy  junglo.  This  ares  offered  excellent 
concealment  from  the  nil’  and  was  found  ta  i.i  cxoromfily  difiicult  in  spotting  base 
coBpsfrom  the  air  and  miking  accurutc  BDA  except  vihoro  diroot  hits  wore  made 

CONF/OEN-z/Al. 


comm 


te 


oncT  opened  up  the  target.  Weather  during:  the  fireS  week  of  tJid  ol_, _ _ 

rain  Tail,  wiich  did  not  hojiip>iv  joiifotiopf.,  h-t  did  cause  aircraft  to  ope: 

under. the  roost  extrcric  eondiotor.s,-  Base  canpr.  ;.i -ought, out  the  area  were  well 
constructed','  reinfojccd,  end  otiroio*' .ct-c,  7ood  and  wqiiiproent  caches  were  not  found, 
however' many  supply  san^iars  aloi,'  tiv,  BOPG  13E  River  were  destroyed.  No  civilian 
personnel  were  encountered  1^/  fvisndJy  cTe.-'ents  dvu-ing  the  course  of  the  operation. 


4.,  PiiRT  IV  PERSCIINEL: 


a.  Strength!  ■ 

’•(1)  Authorised.;  Officers!  134  WO!  i2  EMi  2554 

(2)  Assigned:  as  of  31  May  -  Officers  126  WO  10  EM  2954 

as  o.f  30  Jim  -  Officers  121  MO  3  EM  2735 

as  of  .31  Jul  -Of£ico-s  II8  MO  5  E^i  2458 

(3)  Replacements  gained  during  the  period  1  May  to  31  July  <-  761» 

(4)  Hospital  rotumcos  during  the  period  1  May  to  31  July  *•  158. 

(5)  Other  troops  authorised  and  assigned  during  the  period!  one  (I) 
Liaison  officer  (ARVN),  one  (I)  liaisen  NCO  (iJlVN)  and  twelve  (12)  interpreters 
(iJlVlO. 


h.  Replacements!  Presently  this  unit  is  short  I6  officers,  7  warrant 
officers  and  110  enlisted  non.  All  newly  assigned  EM  in  the  grade  E-7  end  below 
and  officers  in  grade  0-1  and  0-2  antond  the  "combat  Indoctrination  Course"  conducted 
by  the  brigade  fl-S.  At  the  pi'cscnt  time  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  Captains  and 
enlisted  personnel  in  the  grade  oi  E5  vdthin  'tho  Brigade, 

c.  Discipline:  During  the  period  1  May  ’oh-  ough  31  July  1967  one  (1) 
enlisted  man  was  tried  by  Summary  Court  Martial,  twenoy  (20)  enlisted  men  were 
tried  by  Special  Court  Martial  and  two  (2)  enlisted  men  were  tried  by  General  Courts 
Martial, 

d.  Prisoners  of  VJcr:  Four  (4)  VCS  and  Six  (6)  VC  wore  processed  throu^ 

US  and  ARVN  channels.  Three  (3)  ralliers  were  rctiu-ned  to  government  control. 

e.  Burials  and  Graves  Registration:  lionc, 

f .  Civil  Assistance: 

(1)  PSYCHOLOGIC.X  OPERitTIONS:  During  the  quarter,  May,  Juno  and  July 

a  total  of  twenty-two  (22)  leaftet  drop  missions  wore  conducted,  which  accounted  for 
a  total  of  2,307,000  leaflets  being  dropped,  Cthcsp  PSY/OFS  missions  accounted  for 
a  total  of  fifty-five  (55)  hours  of  loudspeaker  missions.  The  majority  of  the 
looflets  used  were,  Chieu  Hoi,  Safe  Conduct  Passes,  Good  Points  of  fiVH,  Return  to 
Family,  Rally  Instructions,  and  Power,  All  PSY/OPf  missions  wero  O'sordinatod  with 
the  Brigade  S2, 

(2)  CIVIC  ACTION: 

a.  During  the  qiiaiter  a  total  of  152  tons  of  rice  was  issued. 
Twenty  (20)  tons  was  distributed  to  the  Ben  Cat  Subsector  for  subsequent  issue 
■to  the  rsfugses  of  the  Ben  Cat  Refugee  Center,  Additionally,  nine  (9)  tona  of  rice 
wa.8  given  tc  the  5th  iJtVN  Division  Mobil  Training  Teem  to  assist  them  in  their 
pacirioaticn  efforts.  Also,  120  tons  of  rice  was  given  to  the  Ist  Infantry  Division 
G5  fo3*  issue  to  tho  refugees  in  the  Di  An  area.  Other  coianodity  issues  included 
350  stewing  kits,  100  white  "T"  shirts,  candy,  flcts,  and  over  seven  (7)  tons  of 
canneid  food  items,  which  consisted  of: 


PI- 

EJvapbrated  Milk 

81*: 

’.fljole  Milk 

(2), 

Powder  Milk 

Cereal 

(3). 

Dehydrated  Apples 

(13) 

Granulated  Sugar 

(4). 

Cornmeal  Beef 

(14). 

Frankfurters  . 

(5). 

Flour 

(15). 

Dehydrated  Primes 

(6). 

Po\'c'.cr  •  Dessert 

(If-)- 

Jam 

(7): 

Cornrocul 

(•'7). 

Cold  Water  Starch 

(8>. 

Dehydrated  Soup 

(18), 

Brown  Sugar 

(9). 

Peanut  Gutter 

(19). 

Margarine 

(10). 

Sliortoning-, 

(20). 

Coffco 

S’! 
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b.  Support  sncl  technical  assistance  is  still  being  provided  to 
the  53EK  CAT  subsector  for  construction  of  refugee  houses  in  the  BEN  CAT  area. 
Currently^  approximately  150  houses  have  been  completed  in  the  HEN  CUl  center. 

Other  than  technical  advice,  the  3d  Bri^de  no  longer  participates  in  this  project, 
which  is  now  the  primary  responsibility  of  the  MACV  Advisory  Team  and  USAID. 
Construction  of  a  village  theater  for  Ltd.  KHE  village  \dll  begin  as  soon  as  required 
rrtorialo  ai’o  rvt  ilvblo.  FI  ns  have  been  c'rr.un  and  i'  rbq’.x&t  for  ;v  lorirlb  lias  been 
submitted  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  G5.  To  this  date  no  materials  have  been 
provided' and  05  has  given  absolutely  no  Indiciation  as  to  when  any  si^port  can  be 
expected.  Operation  of  the  brick  factory  has  been  extremely  limited  duo  to  adverse 
wather  conditions.  During  the  quarter  4450  Cinva-Ram  blocks,  which  will  bo  used 
in  theater  construotJ.on,  wore  produced.  Additionally  "C”  Coii^jany,  1st  Engineer 
Battalion  repaired  a  culvert  about  one  (1)  Kilometer  South  of  BEN  CAT  on  Highway 
#  13. 


c.  During  the  quarter  6380  people  received  treatment  iinder  the 
M^AP  program.  Most  serious  oases  treated  included  malaria. 

d.  One  (1)  Solctium  Payment  was  made  during  the  quarter, 

g.  Morale  and  personnel  Servicesj  *torolo  of  the  Brigade  continues  to  be 
high.  2  Congressional  Medals  of  Honor,  1  Distinguished  Service  Cross,  30  Silver 
Stars,  2  Soldier’s  Medals,  6  Distinguished  Flying  Crosses,  9  Legions  of  Merit, 

133  Bronze  Stars  (Valor),  272  Bronze  Stars  (Merit),  81  Amy  Commendation  Medals 
(Valor),  I6l  Army  Commendation  Medals  (Merit),  5  Air  Medals  (Valor)  and  110  Air 
Medals  have  been  recommended  for  awarding  to  members  of  the  Bidgade.  At  the  Red 
Gross  Recreation  Center  a  basketball  and  a  volley  ball  court  has  been  constructed 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  troops.  The  Ltd  KHE  Base  swimming  Pool  has  been  renovated 
and  reopened  for  the  use  of  all  personnel  at  LVI  KHE  Base,  Radio  LAI  KHE  continues 
to  operate  from  1200-2400  hours  daily  for  entertainment  of  the  troop  garrisoned 

at  UI  KHE.  Very  fine  .ARC  support  is  availabl.c  at  all  times.  Chapel  attendance 
is  high  and  all  units  have  assigned  chaplains, 

h.  Personnel  lianagementr  Assignment  of  newly  arrived  replacements  has 
been  altered  whenever  necessary  to  allow  an  equalization  .'.n  the  i-edistribution  of 
personnel  within  the  battalions  lormally  attached  to  this  headquarters.  One  main 
problem  is  tho  non  receipt  of  rsassignnent  instructions  for  senior  enlisted  personnel 
until  10-15  days  prior  to  DEROS  and  in  some  cases  none  at  all  causing  those 
porsonnol  to  return  to  COirjS  e.a  an  unassigned  brsis.  There  is  also  tho  problem 

of  no  replaccnents  for  senior  noncomniosioned  officers  arriving  prior  to  tho 
departure  of  tho  present  incuabents. 


and  Ehiglncers 


Civilian  Ehplcymont: 

(l).  974  Viiitnameso  personnel  are  employed  within  tho  base  perinotor 
(i)  250  arc  employed  by  tho  firm  of  Pacific  Architects 

.b)  169  arc  employed  by  concessions,  clubs,  or  individuals 


(2).  Additionally  there  are  35  Koreans,  15  Filipinos  and  9  US 
citizens  employed  within"  the  base  camp. 


5.  PART  V  L0GIS7ICS: 


a.  The  majority  of  operations  during  the  reporting  period  were  resupplied 
from  the  LAI  KHE  Bale.  On  two  occasions  (CHI  UNH  &  QUAI’  LOI)  a  forward  supply 
base  was  esteblishei  near  the  operations  area.  The  majority  of  resupply  was  effects'’ 
by  helicopter,  alliou^  resupply  by  road  was  used.  No  significant  problems  were 
encountered. 


b. 


SUPFH; 

1) 

Supported  strength: 

4700  average. 

(2) 

Supply  levels 

AUTH 

on  hand 

(a)  Class  I 

155  . 

15 

(bj  Class  II  &  III 

draw  as  needed 

(c)  Class  V 

(d)  Class  III 

3  Days 

3  Days  + 

JP4 

80,000 

6C',000 

AVG/.S 

10,000 

15,000 

MOGAS  . 

65,000 

65,000 

Diesel 

75,000 

60,000 

Co^/f='/oe  A/r//^L 

. 

COMFIOENVJ^L, 

(e)  Itoias  in  short  aupplyj  8*  pickets,  generators,  ffont  end 
loaders,,  tin  electrical  wiring,  bull  dozers,  new  M-l6  buffer  assemblye,  M-l6 
aagazlne&j-  jdjjsaning  rods,  boro  brushes,  tiros  for  all  vehicles,  brake  shpes  « 
carburetdifs'iori  Mi 51  trucks, 

(3)  Iiocal  procurements  Hone 

c.  EVAClMIONs 
.  (1)  Casualtless 

(a)  Rrom  hostile  action, 

(b)  Disease, 

(c)  IniiTy. 

(2)  Prisoners  .'of  Wars 

(3)  Bafugeeei  None 

■  d,  mHBPORIAnoWi 
'  •  (l)  Hlghway»-6,000  cons  of  cargo  were  moved  to  lAI  KHE  over  Highway  13 

Minor  repairs  were  required  to  keep  the  road  in  a  possable  condition, 

(2)  Airs  2800  tons  of  cargo  were  airlifted  into  LAI  KHE, 

e,  SERVICE: 

(1)  Maintenance:  The  direct  support  ordance  unit  has  been  able  to 
keep  abreast  of  maintenance  problems  in  the  vehicle  category.  Signal  equipment  is 
evacuated  because  of  lock  of  personnel  or  test  equipment  which  is  required  to  repair 
the  oqripment, 

(2)  Constructions  Approximately  68?  of  the  ciarently  approved  base 
plan  has  boon  completed, 

(3)  Misoollaneouss  N/A 

6.  P/JIT  VI  CHRONOLOGY 


206 

5,571 

331- 


11  HAY  1967 
5  JUN  1967 
9  JUN  1967 
11  JUN  1967 
21  JON  1967 
1  JDL  1967 
7  JUL  1967 


Operation  MANffivTTa 
Operation  BLDEBIELD 
Operation  BIAEKIEID 
Operation  BILLINGS 
Operation  BILIIHflS 
ROiJ)  CLEARING  OPN 
R0;i3  CLEARING  OPN 


Teminated, 

Commenced, 

Terminated, 

Commenced, 

Terminated, 

Commenced, 

Terminated, 


7.  FIJtT  VII  DISCUSSION  and  RECOMMENDATION 
a.  Lessons  Learned, 

(1)  OPERATION  MANHATTAN: 

a.  The  VC  would  not  stand  and  fight  but  employed  harassing 
tactics,  using  mipers  and  booby  traps  extensively.  By  effective  use  of  Artillery 
and  air  support  tho  IRON  Brigade  was  able  to  push  through  VC  boses^with  minimum 
casualties. 

b.  On  two  occasions  several  US  persoiuiel  were  wounded  by  one 
booby  trap.  The  continued  need  for  emphasis  on  dispersion  is  still  evident.  Leaders 
rt  all  levels  mu.it  ahere  to  the  basic  principles  of  ground  combat,  Thceo  basic 

tactips  save  .more  lives  in  jungle  fi.^ting  than  the  finest  strategy  or  most  cunning 
tactics, 

5,  When  conducting  search  and  destroy  operation  in  jimgle  area 
or  heavy  VC  population.  Plans  must  be  flexible  and  time  schedules  tentative. 

When  a  base  camp;  is  dlsoovored,  it  must  be  thorou(^y  searched, 

ij,  -The  use  of  information  provided  by  a  CHIEU  HOI  proved  to  be 
very  valuable.  Information  of  this  typo  should  be  thorouj^ily  exploited. 


(2)  Operation  ILUEEIELD:  None 

(3)  Operation  BILLINGS:  This  operatiop  proved  that  OS  Forces  can 
operate  sucossfully  in  areas  previously  considered  as  "Safe  Haven"  for  the  VC, 

Heavy  losses  of  the  VC  on  his  own  ground  can  and  will  greatly  reduce  his  efficiency 
and  weaken  his  will  to  res.’st, 

<10MFID£hlTIP\L 


CX>NF/DS^J  n/^L^ 

b,  Operatloncl  plans  should  include  sufficient  tine  ior  contingencies. 
There  should  bo  ample  tlmo  to  carefully  search  and  destroy  base  camps  and  tunnel 
ooiqjlexes  and  dispose  of  largo  supply  coche  discovered  during  the  operation. 

FOR  THE  COMMiJmER] 


Coh/f^/oeAjrif\L 


DEPARTMENT  CF  IKE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  ENGI^^EER  BATTALION 
APO  96345 


AVDB-CE-3  ^  August  1967 

SUBJECT:  Quarterly  Operational  wessons  Learned  Report 


TO:  Camnanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
■ATTN:  AVDB-T 
APO  96345 


1.  Introduction:  The  foUovdng  is  a  summary  of  lessons  learned,  methods 
used,  and  new  concepts  developed  by  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  during  the  per¬ 
iod  16  May  6?  -  28  July  67. 

2.  Road  Repair;  During  Operation  MANHATTAN,  this  unit  noted  that  often 
a  heavy  v^icle  would  break  through  the  laterite  crust  of  a  wearfc  section  in  a 
road.  To  build  up  weak  sections  or  to  cover  holes,  this  unit  placed  the  sup¬ 
er  structure  of  timber  trestle  bridges  over  such  areas,'  This  super  structure 
normally  includes  footers,  stringers  of  a  minimal  sire,  decking  and  treadway. 

Observation:  This  technique  may  be  the  most  practical  when  heavy  traffic 
is  imminent,  time  and  equipment  are  not  available,  and  the  road  sections  to  be 
repaired  are  not  large.  However,  it  is  costly  in  terms  of  material  depended, 

3*  Road  Construction  Prior  To  Convoy  Movement:  Recently  it  has  been 
noted  that  in  future  operations  it  may  be  practical  to  deplo”-  an  engineer  work 
force  to  construct  and  repair  roads  before  the  start  of  convoy  operations. 
During  recent  operations,  engineers  have  been  given  time  to  repair  and  rein¬ 
force  bridges  and  to  nake  road  reconnaissances,  but  actual  road  rehabilitation 
has  not  begun  until  the  convoy  canmenced.  The  convoy  traffic  not  only  reduces 
the  efficiency  of  the  engineers,  but  impairs  the  repair  effort  slowing  convoy 
movement. 

Observation:  If  an  engineer  work  force  could  be  deploj’^ed  to  construct  or 
repair  roads  pi'ior  to  convoy  operations,  this  would  not  only  enable  faster  con¬ 
voy  traffic,  but  also  release  engineers  for  other  support  missions  during  the 
convoy. 
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4«  Tank  Dozer  Deployment;  Although  the  tank  do^er  is  not  as  effective 
in  clearing  operations  as  the  bulldozer  there  are  certain  advantages  in 
using  the  tank  dozer  that  make  it  more  practical  to  use  than  the  bulldo««r 
in  areas  that  may  contain  VC.  When  working  ’/Ath  the  Rome  ploi-rs,  the  tank 
dozer  can  do  the  same  Job  as  the  bulldozer,  thereby  releasing  the  bulldozer 
for  other  engineer  work.  At  the  same  time,  the  tank  dof:-er  provides  mObil 
security  and  increased  available  firepower  during  the  land  clearing  opera¬ 
tions.  Also  the  tank  dozer  gives  more  confidence  to  the  P.cme  plow  operators, 
as  its  presence  has  a  negative  effect  on  VC  snipers. 

Observation:  Deployment  of  tank  dozers  in  land  clearing  operations 
not  only  provides  mobil  securitj^i  but  also  permits  use  of  buHdO'-ers  on  other 
engineer  tasks.  Provisions  should  also  be  made  for  other  security  to  include 
APC»s  and  tanks, 

5.  Landing  Zone  Clearing  Kits;  In  recent  operations  two  facts  have  been 
noted  that  have  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  L?  clearing  teams.  First,  in 
areas  containing  trees  of  diameter  larger  than  35  inches,  it  is  often  faster 
to  use  the  two  man  cross  cut  saw.  This  is  because  it  is  very  difficult  to 
cut  trees  of  this  size  with  chain  saws  and  the  use  of  demolitions  is  often  not 
desirable  due  to  size  of  charge  and  the  resultant  continual  movement  of  men 
and  equipment  away  from  the  blasting  area.  Second,  on  several  L7  clearing 
missions  an  excess  of  equijjnent  was  carried  creating  transportation  problems. 

It  has  been  found  that  good  reconnaissance  of  L?  areas  will  eliminate  unnecess¬ 
ary  eqtdpment. 

Observation:  A  good  reconnaissance  of  the  proposed  L7  location  should 
assist  in  choosing  the  correct  equipment  and  eliminate  taking  unnecessary 
eq\d.F*nent, 

6,  Use  of  Cruiser  Chain  For  Land  Clearing:  Land  clearing  operations 
utilizing  d7  dozers  and  cruiser  chain  were  conducted  in  June  67  in  arveas 
surrounding  Di  An  Base  Camp.  This  method  was  found  ineffective  in  these  areas 
due  to  the  type  of  vegetation  present,  i.e,  secondary  Jungle  of  thick  under- 
gradih  and  sm^l  trees,  The  cruiser  chain  would  ride  up  and  over  tfe  brush, 
the  majority  of  vdiich  would  spring  back  up  vathin  a  few  days, 

Tiiis  method  was  again  tried  during  Operation  FAll;  in  the  Onr 

Dong  Jungle  area.  Using  180  feet  of  cruiser  chain  beU^een  two  DTE *8  proved 
effective  in  clearing  rubber  trees,  two  r<ws  at  a  time.  The  land  clearing 
production  rate  was  not  found  to  vary  substantial!’'-  from  that  of  tw  DTE  Pome 
plows. 

Information  received  fron  the  65th  Engr  Pn,  25th  Division  indicates  that 
the  use  of  K88  VIR’s  pulling  270  to  36O  feet  of  chain  would  increase  the  pro¬ 
duction  rate  considerably,  the  reported  rate:  up  to  28  acres  of  rubber  trees 
per  hoia*.  This  latter  method  will  be  attempted  as  M88*s  can  be  made  available. 


2 
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Observation:  In  rubber  tree  land  clearin?  operations  nTvis  with  miiaAr 

^loSr^  rffeltSe!'  "  ‘“ur  tre 

FCR  IHE  CCWK/iNDBR: 


aJ  77  a\L- 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
Office  of  the  Chemical  Officer 
A^  963h$ 


AVDB-CM  31  July  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Activities  and  Lessons  Learned  (U) 


1,  (U)  Reporting  period:  1  May  196?  to  31  July  196?. 

2m  (C)  Listed  below  are  the  activities  of  the- Division  Chemical 
Section  during  the  reporting  period  1  May  1967  to  31  July  1967. 

a,  3  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  Manpack  Personnel 
Detector  Team  conducted  a  search  in  the  vicinity  of  (JUAN  LOI.  Two  (2) 
hot  spots  were  identified  and  fired  on  by  the  accompanying  gun  diips, 
after  which  an  aerial  observer  directed  artillery  on  the  hot  spots. 

Before  the  effects  could  be  assessed,  the  light  fire  team  was  called  away 
on  a  tactical  emergency.  The  Division  Tunnel  Team  departed  DI  AN  helipad 
to  assist  the  1/2  Infantry  in  the  exploration  of  a  reported  tunnel  complex. 
The  team  explored  one  (l)  tunnel  approximately  200  meters  in  length.  No 
enany  personnel  or  equipment  were  found,’ 

b,  5  Hay  196?  «  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  in  the  PHUOC  VINH.  and  QUAN  LOI  areas.  Seven  (7)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  and  Division  Artillery  for  tte  olanning 
of  fires. 


c.  6  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  M!’D  Team  conducted 
a  search  northeast  of  PHUOC  "VINH.  Sixteen  (16)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  02  Air  and  .Division  Artillery  for  the  planning  of  fires. 
The  Division  Tunnel  Team  assisted  the  1/26  Infantry  in  the  exploration  of 
a  well.  No  enemy  personnel  or  equipment  were  found, 

d.  7  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  north  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Twenty-five  (25)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  02  Air  and  Division  Artillery  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

e.  10  May  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  of  QUAN  LOI,  Ten  (10)  hot  spots  were  identified  upon 
vdiich  an  aerial  observer  directed  eight  inch  howitzer  fire.  Results 
unbaown. 


DOWNORADBD  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  on  Activities  and  Lessons  Learned  (U) 

f.  12  May  196?  «  A  Division  Chanical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  in  two  (2)  areas:  one  northeast  of  QUAN  LOI  where  three  (3)  hot 
spots  were  identified  and  one  north  of  MINH  THANH  where  two  (2)  hot  spots 
irere  identified.  The  hot  spots  were  reported  to  the  1st  Bde  for  the 
planning  of  fires. 

g.  13  May  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team  de¬ 
parted  DI  AN  via  two  (2)  CH-U?  aircraft  for  a  CS  target  from  XT93U650  to 
XT9U76^5»  Sixty  (60)  drums  of  CS-l  were  placed  on  target.  The  team  flew 
to  PHUOC  VINH  and  reloaded  and  refueled.  The  team  then  dropped  $0  drums 
of  CS-l  from  coordinates  XT927657  to  XT9la671. 

h.  l5  May  1967  -  The  Divisioh  Chemical  Section  started  a  wet 
season  CS  persistency  test  outside  of  the  DI  AN  Base  Camp.  Three  (3) 

gal  drums  filled  with  CS-l  were  detonated  under  conditions  similar  to 
those  in  aircraft  drons.  One  (l)  drum  was  suspended  in  a  tree  five  (5) 
meters  above  the  ground.  The  remaining  two  were  detonated  on  the  ground: 
one  in  the  jungle  area,  the  other  in  an  open  area.  A  separate  reiDort  Is 
being  prepared  on  the  results  of  this  test. 

i.  20  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  west  and  northeast  of  PHUOC  VBIH.  Thirty-five  (35)  hot  spots 
were  identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  fo^  the  planning  of  fires. 

j.  21  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  connoted 
a  search  east  of  the  SOI  0  BE  ffl.ver.  Four  (1:)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  targeting. 

k*  22  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  west  and  north  of  PHUOC  7INH.  Five  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires.  The  Division  Tunnel 
Team  moved  to  coordinates  XT930230  to  assist  the  2/2  Infantry  in  exploring 
a  reported  tunnel  complex.  Upon  arrival,  the  team  discovered  no  tunnelsj 
however,  seven  (?)  bunkers  were  explored  with  negative  results. 

l.  2h  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Action  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  north  aid  east  of  PHUOC  VINH.  Twenty-four  (21;)  hot  spots  were 
identified. and  reported  to  Division  Artillery  and  1st  Brigade  for  the 
planning  of  fires. 

m.  25  May  1967  "  A  Division  Chanical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted 
a  search  north  and  east  of  PHUOC  VINH.  Pour  (U)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reoorted  to  Division  Artillery  and  the  1st  Brigade  for  the  p3  annihg  of 
fires, 

Ifb 

Co/i/r/0^/i/77/)L 


Cb/t/f/D^ 4/ ///)L 


AVDB-CM  31  July  196? 

SUBJKJT*  Operational  Report  on  Activities  and  Lessons  Learned  (U) 

n.  26  May  196?  »  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  of  BIEN  HOA.  Fifteen  (1.?)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  Division  Artillery  for  the  planning  of  fires. 

o.  27  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MFD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  and  east  of  POTOC  VINH,  Tvjehty-nine  (29)  hot  spots 
Mere  identified  and  reported  to  Division  Artillery  for  the  planning  of 
fires.  A  search  north  of  BIM  HOA  yielded  negative  results, 

p.  28  May  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  of  BISN  HOA,  Pour  (U)  hot  spots  were  identified  and 
reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

30  May  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  and; east' of  H!U0C  VINH,  ‘  Sixteen  (I6)  hot  soots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  the  1st  aid  2d  Brigades  for  the  planning  of 
fires. 


,  r«  1  June  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  i^PD  Teain  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  and  northeast  of  PHUOC  VINH.  Thirteen  (13)  hot  spots 
were  identified  and  reported  to  02-  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

s,  2  June  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  and  northeast  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Ten  (lO)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  Q2  Air  for  the  planidng  of  fires, 

t,  3  June  1967  «  A  Division  Chonical  Section  MPD  team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  and  northwest  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Three  (3)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

u,  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  north  and  northeast  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Nine  (9)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  08  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires.  An  NCO  from 
the  2li2d  Chemical  Detachment  was  trained  by  the  7^h  Maintenance  Battal¬ 
ion  In  the  maintenance  of  the  Manpack  Personnel  Detector,  E63,  Instruc¬ 
tions  which  were  coordinated  through  theAGb-^wire  Idsued'to  divisional 
units  using  the  MPD,  The  instructions  stated  that  maintenance  and  si^joly 
for  the  instrument  would  be  coordinated  throu^  the  Division  Chemical 
Section, 


V,  5  June  1967  -  The  Division  Chemical  Section  c  hacked  the  wet 
season  CS  persistency  test  outside  of  the  DI  AN  iBase  Camp  (see  item  2h)* 
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w.  6  June  196?  -  A  Division  Chertical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  around  PHUOC  VINH,  Fourteen  (lU)  hot  soots  were  idoitified 
and  reported  to  Q2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires. 

X,  7  June  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conduct¬ 
ed  a  search  around  PHUOC  VINH.  Three  (3)  MPD  trainees  from  1st  Brigade 
were  given  in-flight  training  on  the  MPD  during  the  mission.  Eight  (8) 
hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of 
fires. 


y.  8  June  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  assisted 
by  three  trainees  from  the  1st  Brigade,  conducted  a  search  north  and 
south  of  PHUOC  VINH .  No  hot  spots  were  identified.  1st  Bri gade  trainees 
were  released  at  PHUOC  VBW.  Five  (5)  XM-27  and  1$  ea  XM-28  RCA  masks 
were  issued  to  the  1st  Brigade  for  testing.  A  Division  Chemical  Section 
CS  Drop  Team  conducted  a  CS  drop  on  two  targets.  The  first  a  line  from 
XT8S6607  to  Xr863599;  the  second  a  line  from  XT86U60I:  to  XT86860U.  Thir¬ 
ty  (30)  drums  of  CS-1  were  dropped  on  both  targets, 

z.  9  June  1967  -  The  Division  Chemical  Section  established  its 
forvjard  office  at  LAI  K!IE,  A  represenative  of  the  section  started  MPD 
operations  and  maintenance  training  with  D  Trp  l/h  Cavalry  at  PHU  LOI. 

A  Division  Chemical  Section  ?IPD  Team  conducted  a  search  north  of  PHUOC 
VINH.  One  (l)  hot  spot  was  identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the 
planning  of  fires,  A  Division  Chmnical  Section  CS  Drop  Team  conducted  a 
CS  drop  on  two  targets.  Target  one  was  a  line  between  Tr07Ui26, 

Tro83U27^  and  yro83h36.  Target  two  was  a  line  between  YT086li27, 

Tr090l:3U,  and  y7087437»  Thirty  (30)  drums  were  dropped  on  each  target. 

aa.  10  June  1967  “  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  northwest  of  PHUOC  VINH.  Seven  (?)  hot  spots  Wei's  iden¬ 
tified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires.  At  the  time  of 
detecting  a  hot  spot  vicinity  XT893622,  the  detector  ship  received  an 
unknown  nianber  of  SA  rds  from  h  VC.  The  aircraft  received  1  hit  in  the 
main  rotor  blade,  but  continued  to  PHUOC  VINH,  The  light  fire  team  en¬ 
gaged  the  h  VC  with  undetermined  results, 

bb,  11  June  I967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  west  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Sav6n'{7j*hot  spotp’-'oere  IdefttlfiCd 
And  reported  to  02  Air'  for'  the  planning  of-  fires^ 

cc.  12  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  around  PHUOC  VINH.  Sixteen  (I6)  hot  spots  were  identi¬ 
fied  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  plaiuiing  of  fires. 
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dd«  13  June  196?  «  The  Division  Chemical  Section  checked  the 
wet  season  CS  persistency  test'  (see  item  2h)'. 

ee,  lii  June  196?  -*  The  Division  Chemical  Section  dispatched 
one  NCO  to  lA  Cavalry  to  conduct  in-flight  training  on  the  MPD,  A 
Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  cm  ducted  a  search  northeast  of  PHUOC 
VINH,  Ten  (lO)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the 
planning  of  fires, 

ff,  15  June  1967  ”  A  Divisicn  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con- 
ducted  a  search  north  and  south  of  PHDDC  VINH,  Ten  (lO)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires,  A  Division 
Chemical  Section  GS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  LM  at  1730K  in  two  (2)  CH-U7s 
for  a  target  from  YT06^2$  to  'ZTO666O6.  Sixty  (60)  drums  of  CS-1  were 
dropped  on  the  target, 

gg,  16  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  I'lPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  and  south  of  PHUOC  VINH,  and  along  the  SCKG  BE 
River.  Twelve  (12)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  tc  G2  Air  for 
the  planning  of  fires. 

hh^  17  June  I967  «  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  northeast  of  PHIKX}  VINH,  Two  (2)  hot  spots  were  identi¬ 
fied  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

ii,  18  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Seven  (?)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  G2  Mr  for  the  planning  of  fires.  The  Division  Chemical 
Officer  made  an  on  the  spot  investigation  of  the  reoorted  use  of  riot 
control  agents  against  A  Company,  IA6  Infantry,  'during  a  battle  on  17 
June  1967,  Investigation  indicated  that  RCA  was  used  twice  -  once  during 
the  initial  SA  attack  arid  once  during  the  mortar  attack.  Type  of  disper¬ 
sion  media  was  unknown, 

19  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  't’eam  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  PHUOC  VINH,  'Wrsrityr-tito  (2^)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

kk,  20  June  1967  «  A  Division  Chendcal  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north'  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Sixty-four  (6U)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

11,  21  June  1967  -  The  Division  Chemical  Section  conducted  op¬ 
eration  and  maintenance  training  on  the  MPD  for  three  individuals  from 
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the  Pathfinder  Detachment  of  the  11th  Aviation  Battalion  and  one  individ¬ 
ual  from  the  25th  Infantry  Division.  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MH) 

Team  conducted  a  search  north  of  PHDOC  VINH.  The  team  was  accoiirpanied  by 
3  members  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Chemical  Section  who  received 
in-flight  training,  on-  the  MPD,  Twenty  (20)  hot  spots  were  identified  and 
reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires', 

mm,  22  June  196?  -  An  NCO  from  the  Division  Chemical  Section 
conducted  MPD  in-flight  training  for-  1/k  Cavalry  at  PHII  LOI,  A  Division 
Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  conducted  a  search  north  of  PHUCC' VINH.  Fifty 
(50)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to;  02  Air  for  the  planniig  of 
fires, 

nn,  23  June  I967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  M^D  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  PHUOG  VINH  astride  Highway  13,  Twenty  (20) 
hot  spots  were  identified  and  were  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning'  of 
fires, 

00.  2h  J^une  1967  •!  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  Highway  13  west  of  DONG  XOAI.  Fourteen  (ih)  hot 
spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

pp,  25  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  .Highway  13,  Twenty-nine  (29)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires,  A  Division 
Chemical  Section  OS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  AN  for  a  line  target  from 
Xr927657  to  XT9h3653«  Sixty  (60)  drums  of  CS-1  were  dropped  on  target, 
with  good  coverage, 

qq,  26  June  I967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con- 
dt^cted  a  search  south  of  PHUOC  vtnh.  Four  (h)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  02  Air  for -the- planning  of  fires.  The  Division. Chemical 
Section  checked'  the  wet  season  CS  persistency  test  .outside  of  DI  AN  Base 
Camp,  CS  was  still  present  in  the  area  (see  item  2h), 

rr,  28  June  1967  -  The  Divisicn  Chemical  Section  furnished  1 
NCO  who  assisted  an  Uth  Aviation  Battalion  MPD  Team  in  conducting  a 
search  in  support  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  Eighteen  (I8)  hot  spots 
were  identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

ss.  29  June  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team 
departed  DI  AN  via  one  (l)  CH-h7  for  a  target  from  Xr903639  to-XT90h6U5» 
The  team  dropped  26  drums  of  CS-1  on  target.  The  drop  was  made  using  a 
newly  fabricated  CS  drtm  rack.  The  new  rack  proved  vastly  superior  to 
the  old  sj^t'em,  (See  Lessons  Learned,) 
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tt.‘  30  June  196?  ~  A  Divisidn  Chemical  Section  MFD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  between  Highway  13  and  the  SCmG  BE  River,  north  of  LAI 
KHE.  Eight  (8)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the 
planning  of  fires,  A  Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  T^jam.  departed  DI 
AN  in  two  (2)  CH-U7s  for  aCS  target  from  XT866602  to  XT87O6O7.  The 
target  was  successfully  covered  with  60  drums  of  CS-1, 

uu*  1  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  seairch  north  of  LAE  KHE  and  east  of  Highway  13,  Thirty-seven 
(37)  hot  spots  were  identified  ahd  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of 
J^res,  A  Division  Chouical  Section  CS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  iiN  in  two 
(2)  CH-UTs  for  two  (2)  63  targets  northwest  of  PHUOC  VDJH  at  XT867590  and 
XT85558U.  Thirty  (30)  drums  of  CS-1  were  dropped  on  each  target, 

w,  2  July  1967  ■-  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of"  LAI  KHE  and  east  of  Highway  13.  Eighteen  (I8) 
hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  02  .Air  for  the  plannijig  of 
fires,  A  Division  Chemical  .S^tion  CS  E^p  Team  departed  DI  /iN  in  one 
(1)  CH-Ii7  for  a  CS  target  located  at  XT9i6657.  Target  was  a  well-used 
rdver  crossing.  Ihirty  (30)  drums  of  CS-1  were  dropped  on  the  target. 

LTC  J,  K,  Stoner,  Jr.,  reported  into  the  1st  Infantry  Division  as  the 
newly  assigned  Chemical  Officer, 

ww,  3  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  LAI  KHE  and  east  of  Highway  13.  Thirty-three 
(33)  hot  spots  were  Identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of 
fires, 

X3C,  1*  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  of  LAI  KHE,  west  of  Highway  13,  and  just  east  of 
the  MINH  THANH  plantation.  Thirteen  (13)  hot  spots  were  identified  and 
reported  to  02  Air  for  tie  planning  of  fires, 

yy.  6  July  I967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  nortti  of  BIEN  HOA,  Eighty-seven  (87)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

zz,  7  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team 
departed  DI  AN.  in  one  (l)  CH-U7  for  a  CS  target  southeast  of  CHI  LINH 
(XT9273),  The  target,  from  XT9^706  to  XT955702,  was  successfvilly  cover¬ 
ed  with  30  drums  of  CS-1, 

aaa.  8  July  19^7  ~  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  northeast  of  PHUOC  VINH,  Ten  (10)  hot  snots  were  identi¬ 
fied  and  reported  to  02  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires,  LTC  J,  K,  Stoner, 
Jr.,  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  Division  Chemical  Officer,  vied  LTC 
A.  R,  Hylton, 
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bbb.  9  July  196?  •«  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  seainh  northeast  of  TAN  UXEN,  One  (l)  hot  spot  was  identified 
and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires.  A  Division  Chemical 
Section  CS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  aN  in  one  (l)  CH-lt7  for  a  CS  target  be¬ 
tween  XT975703  and  XT980702.  Thirty  (30)  dinmis  of  CS-1  were  dixjpped  on 
the  target  with  good  coverage. 

ccc.  10  July  1967  -  A  Division  Ohemical  Section  MPD  Team  con-= 
dvicted  a  search  south  of  the  SONG  BE  River  and  northeast  of  TAN  UYENe 
Seven  (?)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  fires.  The  detector  aircraft  received  2-3  rds  of  Sil  fire  from 
vicinity  of  YT11U3U3,  xd.th  no  casualties  or  damage.  Fire  was  returned 
ivith  v\ndetennined  results, 

odd,  13  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  i>earch  south  of  the  SONG  BE  River  and  northeast  of  TAN  ^IYE^I, 
Twenty  nine  (29)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the 
planning  of  fires,  LTC  A,  R,  Hylton  deoaHed  1st  Infantry  Division  on 
DEi^OS,. 


eee,  lU  July  1967  -  A- Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Tgam  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  vicinity  of  QUAN  LOI,  Fifteen  (l5)  hot  spots  were  iden¬ 
tified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires,  A  Division 
Chemical  Section  CS  Drpn  Team  departed  DI  M  in  two  (2)  CH4i7s  fcr  seven 
(7)  CS  point  targets  at  XT6561j3.7/  XT665M0,  XT625U32,  yr622U50,  XT6l3i:32, 
r!'625U38,  and  XT6281il2. 

fff ,  15  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  north  and  east  of  QUiiN  LOI,  Four  (1:)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  and  the  Brigade  for  the  planning  of 
fires.  The  detector  aircraft,  covered  by  the  accompanying  light  fire 
team,  picked  up  a  wounded  Vietnamese  individual  at  XT6708|3»  Ihe  man  was 
armed  with  an  M~1  rifle,  and  wore  a  "tiger  suit"  with  red  and  blue  scarf. 
The  individual  was  turned  over  to  the  3rd  Brigade  for  processing.  A 
Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  AN  in  two  (?7  CH-l;7s 
for  a  line  C3  target  from  YTIO6I4UU  to  YT107U58,  Sixty  (60)  drums  of 
CS~1  were  dropped  on  the  target,  1st  Brigade  at  PHUOC  VINH  reported  a 
low  concentration  of  CS  from  1911H  to  193^H,  IflLnd  shifts  at  1000,  2000, 
and  UOOO  foot  n.evels  resulting  from  sevei’e  thunders5iogiSS'=’bSfeBr^CS«slJrroDi‘’ 
tlie  target  into  PHUOC  VINH, 

gggo  16  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team 
deoarbod  DI  4N  in  one  (l)  CH-l;7  for  a  CS  target  at  YTO92U68,  Thirty  (30) 
drraas  of  CS-l  were  dropped  on  the  target. 
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hhh,  17  July  196?  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  I'ff’D  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  seardh  north  of  QUijl  LOI,  Twelve  (12)  hot  soots  were  identified 
and  reported  to  02  Air  find  3rd  Brigade  'for  •■the’^JilanMg#  of.'  f Jbtes  •  'A 
Division  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  'jN  in  two  (2)  CH~li7s 
for  a  target  located  from  XT92$^5  to  Xr932331.  Only  twenty-four  (2U) 
drums  were  dropped  due  to  inclement  weather. 

iijL.  18  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  IIPD  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  northwest  of  QUAH  LOI.  Pifteen  (l5)  hot  spots  were 
identified  and  rsoorted  to  02  Air  and  3rd  Brigade  for  the  planning  of 
fires,  ,  A  Division  Chonical  Section  C8  drop  team  departed  DI  'N  in  one 
(1)  CH-U7  for  a  CS  line  target  from  XT858507  to  XT862?08.  Thirty  (30) 
drums  of  CS-1  were  dropped  on  the  target. 


dJ^n 


19  July  . 
departed  Dl^AN  in  one  (1 
lowing  the  woodline  to  3^9U0323. 
caused  the  drop  to  be  postponed. 


r  A  Di'vision  Chemical  Section  CS  Df 


CH-U7  for  a  CS  line  target  from  XT93p32 


Team 

fol~ 


A  radical  change  in  vdnd  direction 


kkk.  21  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  M?D  Team  con¬ 
ducted  a  search  southwest  of  QUAN  LOI.  Six  (6)  hot  spots  were  identified 
and  reported  10  02  Air  and  3rd  Brigade  for ‘the  Planning  of  fires.  A 
Di'vision  Chemical  Section  CS  Drop  Team  departed  DI  .'kN  in  one  '(l')  CH-li7 
for  a  CS  target  from  XT93U323  to  Xr939323^.  Thirty  (30)  drums  of  CS-1 
were  dropped  on  the  -target. 


Ill,  22  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPD  Team  con- 
d\icted  a  search  vicinity  of  QUAK  LOI.  Twenty-one  hot  s-'^ots  were  identi¬ 
fied  and  reported  to  02  Air  and  3rd  Brigade  for  the  planning  of  fires. 

mm,  23  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  ?1PD  Team  begajn 
experimenting  with  the  B53  MPD  operating  on  position  number  three.  On 
this  position  the  instrument  will  respond  only  to  people.  The  Division 
Chemical  Section  also  began  testing  with  a  new  fuze/bui’ster  combination 
for  CS  drum  drops, 

nnn.  2U  July  1967  -  The  Division  Chemical  Officer  visited  the 
Battalion  Commander,  2/28th  Infantry,  DI  AN,  ■to  discuss  chemical  mainten¬ 
ance. 


000,  25  July  1967  -  The  Division  Chemical  Section  checked  the 
’^et• season  CS  persistency  test  outside  the  DI  AN  Base  C^mp  perimeter' 
(see  item  ?.h)* 
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PPP«.  26  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemical  Section  MPT)  Team, 
assisted  by  two  trainees  from  the  3d  Brigade,  continued  a  search  northeast 
of  TAN  UYEN,  Two  (2)  hot  spots  were  identified  and  reported  to  02  Air  for 
the  planning  of  fires,.  The  Division  Chonical  Section  conducted  another 
te-'Tt  of  a  new'  fuze/burster  combination  for  CS  drum  drops,.  The  Division 
Chemical  Officer  visited  tlth  the  Battalion  Goranarrlesc,  2A6  Infantry,  DI 
AN,  to  discuss  chemcal  lucintenax^c, 

qqqi  27  Jtly  1967  -  Two  (2)  individuals  from  the  2d  Infantry 
Division  Chemical  Section  arrived  at  DI  An  to  receive  training  ori  the 
airborne  mode  B63  MPD  from  members  of  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  Chemical 
Section, 


rrr,  28  July  I967  -  A  Division  Chanical  Section  MPD  Team 
assisted  by  two  trainees  from  the  2d  Infantry  Division,  conducted  a 
search  east  of  AN  IOC  and  east  of  MINH  THANH,  Nine  (9)  hot  spots. were 
identified  and  reported  to  G2  Air  for  the  planning  of  fires, 

sss,  30  July  1967  *•  The  Division  Chemical  Section  checked  the 
wet  season  CS  persistency  test  outdide  of  the  DI  AN  Base  Camp  perimeter 
(see  item  2h),  The  Division  Chemical  Officer  visited  IA8  Infantry,  LAI 
KHE,  and  1/26  Infantry,  PHUOG  VINH,  to  discuss  chemical  maintenance  with 
battalion  commanders. 

ttt,  31  July  1967  -  A  Division  Chemic^  Section  CS  Drop  Team 
departed  DI  AN  in  1  CH-U?  for  2  CS  targets.  Target  1  located  from 
XT863^98  to  XT8636O2.  Target  2  located  from  XT8716O7  to  XT868609,  All 
CS  drums  were  equipped  with  a  MIO  Destructor/NQ.A2  l5  Sec  Delay  Detonator 
fuzing  system.  Fifteen  (l5)  drums  were  dropped  on  each  target.  One  (l) 
drum  fell  into  the  SONG  BE  River  and  failed  to  explode, 

3,  (U)  During  the  reporting  period,  LTC  Alvin  R,  Hylton  served  as 

the  Division  Chemical  Officer  until  8  July  1967,  LTC  John  K,  Stoner,  Jr., 
assmed  the  duties  of  Division  Chemical  Officer  on  8  July  196?. 

U.  (C)  Listed  below  are  the  activities  of  the  2k2d  Chemical  Detach¬ 
ment  (CBR)!5)  during  the  reporting  period  1  May  I967  to  31  July  196?  • 

a.  During  the-  reporting  period,  the  detachment  was  commanded 
by  lIiT  Charles  P.  Barber  until  12  July  1967»  2LT  Robert  D.  Montgomery 
assumed  command  on  12  July  I967. 

b.  The  Division  Tunnel  Team  responsibility  was  transferred 
from  the  detachment  'bo  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  on  2?  May  1967. 
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c.  The  detachment  processed  1st  Bifantiy  Division  defoliation 
requests  and  monitored  the  status  of  defoliation  programs  of  the  Ist 
Infaijtry  Division  and  those  of  II  Corps  which  lie  within  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  Area  of  Responsibilily* 

d.  The  detachment  provided  crew  personnel  on  CS  drum  drops 
conducted  by  the  1st  lifantry  Division  Chemical  Section. 

e.  The  detachment  provided  crew  personnel  who  acted  as  '.ffD 
operators  on  the  Division  Chanical  Section  personnel  detection  missions. 

5.  (C)  Listed  below  are  the  activities  of  the  266th  Chemical 
Platoon  (DS).  The  platoon  was  coraaanded  by  ILT  Charles  Auslander  during 
the  period  1  May  196?  to  13  June  1967.  ILT  John  V,  Pittman  assumed 
command  of  the  nlatoon  on  13  June  1967» 

a*  Tbe  platoon  had  maintenance  contact  teams  at  1st  and  3d 
Briggdes  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  during  the  intire  reporting  period. 
They  have  provided  the  brigades  idth  chemical  maintenance,  assistance  in 
CS  operations,  ground  based  defoliation,  and  insect  control. 

b.  The  platoon  has  served  as  the  DI  AN  Base  Camp  Rapid  Reaction 
Force,  and  has  also  conducted  Road  Runner  operations  in  areas  around  DI 
AN  Base  Camp.  On  several  ocasions,  the  platoon  has  extracted  patrols 
which  have  come  under  fire  or  become  lost.  These  extractions  have  been 
ac  complished  without  incident. 

.  c.  The  platoon  maintained  a  supply  of  drums  of  CS-1  ready  fcr 
aerial  delivery.  These  drums  were  requisitioned,  prepared  with  bursters, 
and  held  in  the  platoon  starage  area  for  all  missions.  The  platoon 
also  provided  the  Division  Chemical  Section  with  air  crew  iwrponnel  to 
participate  in  aerial  CS  drops  on  enanjr  targets. 

d«  The  platoon  continued  to  modify  the  MU  bursters  which  are 
\zsed  for  CS  drops  by  removing  the  incendiary  mix  and  substituting 
Conposition  C3  in  its  place.  This  modification  has  inqjroved  the  reli¬ 
ability  of  the  burster,  and  has  reduced  the  amount  of  CS  that  is  burned  off 
>dien  the  standard  incendiary  mix  is  used.  A  change  in  this  procedure  was 
•institutdd  on  23  July  1967,  and  is  discussed  in  the  Lessons  Learned,  para 
6  of  this  report, 

e.  The  platoon  has  provided  personnel,  equipment,  and  materials 
for  defoliation  missions  in  support  of  all  1st  Infantry  Division  base 
caraps  during  the  reporting  period. 
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f.  On  15  May  1967,  the  platoon  assisted  the  Division  Chemical 
Section  in  initiating  a  wet  season  GS  persistency  test  similar  in  scope  to 
the  test  for  the  dry  season.  Several  methods  of  bursting  55  gal  drums  of 
CS  and  several  different  jungle  conditions  were  selected  for  conduct  of 
the  tests.  A  periodic  check  is  being  made  on  its  persistency. 

g.  The  platoon  has  assisted  in  providing  needed  items  in  a 
civic  action  project,  providing  food  stuffs  to  the  Selesian  Sisters  Self 
Hein  Schonl  located  in  THU  DUG,  H7N. 

6.  (G)  Lessons  Learned. 

ITIM:  GS  Drum  Rack/Gonveyor 

DISGUSSION ;  A  specially  designed  rack  with  roller  conveyors 
was  designed  and  built  for  use  in  the  CH-U?  aircraft  for  the  conduct  of 
CS  drops. 


OBSERVAyrOU  t  Prior  to  design  of  this  system,  drums  were  rolled 
on  the  side  from  the  tail  of  the  CH4|.7.  This  technique  was  both  awkward 
and  dangerous.  Use  of  the  rack/conveyor  system  now  permits  the  drums  to 
stand  on  end  and  gives  the  “tail  gater”  (fuze  pin  puller)  greater  flexi¬ 
bility  and  safety  in  accomplishing  his  mission.  Personnel  need  no  longer 
move  around  on  the  tailgate  of  'the  aircraft,  A  greater  flexibility  in  the 
rate  of  drop  can  be  achieved,  to  permit  higher  concentrations  on  point 
targets  and  line  concentrations  over  an  area  target.  This  system  has 
reduced  the  amount  of  personnel  required  in  the  drop  crew  from  9  to  6, 
including  the  QIC,  but  exclusive  of  the  air  crew.  The  disadvantage  of  this 
system  is  the  U5  minute  aircraft  loading  time  now  required, 

IT£M:  Aircraft  Mounted  Manpack  Personnel  Detector,  B63, 

DISCUSSION t  During  the  r^orting  period,  the  Chemical  Section 
perfected  the  use  of  the  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  in  an  airborne  mode. 

OBSERVATION:  See  Inclosure  1, 

ITM:  CS  Persistency  Test, 

DISCUSSION «  As  a  follow-up  to  the  dry  season  CS  persistency  test 
performed  in  Januaiy"  1967,  a  wet  season  test  was  begun  during  the  reporting 
period.  This  test  will  be  completed  l5  August  1967. 

QBSPRVATTON;  Powdered  CS  persistency  is  reduced  in  the  wet 
season,  A  complete  report  will  be  submitted  during  the  next  reoorting 
period. 
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ITBM:  GS  Drum  Burster, 

DISCUSSION:  The  fuzlng/Wrster  system  in  use  throughout  most 
of  this  reporting  neriod  has  proven  to  be  90^  effective.  The  result  has 
been  an  excessive  number  of  duds  during  drops,  particularly  with  the  low 
altitude  system, 

OBSERVATION: 

a.  This  fuzingAnirster  system  consists  of  the  following  comoon-’ 

ents, 

(1)  Ml:  incendiary  burster,  modified  by  replacing  the  pyre 
explosive  with  Composition  C3, 

(2)  A  Puiing  system  consisting  of  a  number  6  blasting  cap, 
or  ^  of  time  fuze,  and  an  M2  fuze  igniter, 

b.  This  system  has  the  following  disadvantages, 

(1)  The  burster  system  will  only  destroy  1/3  -  1/2  of  the 

CS  dim, 

(2)  Tlie  fuzing  is  highly  susceptible  to  humidity  effects, 

(3)  Fuzing  will  occasionally  fail  from  the  fuze  well  in 

the  burster, 

(U)  The  low  altitude  (1^)  fuze  can  at  times  fail  to 
detonate  the  burster  because  the  can  does  not  extend  far  enough  into  the 
C3  filler. 

c.  New  fuzing  and  burster  systems  are  being  tested  at  the  time 
this  report  is  being  prepared.  The  results  of  these  tests  will  be  report¬ 
ed  in  full  in  the  next  report  of  Lessons  Learned, 


I  't  y 

1  Incl  ,;iJ0HN,K.  STONER,  JR. 

as  LTC,  CmlC 

Division  Chemical  Officer 

TEL:  Danger  Main  123 
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h  DKPARTMEJIT  THE  ARMY 

V  HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVTSION 

Office  of  the  Ghanical  Officer 
AFO  963U5 


AVDB-GM  20  June  196? 

SUBJECT:  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  (MPD)  -  B63 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  03 

1st  Infantry  Division 
APO  963h$ 


1,  General:  The  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  ^MPD).  -  B63  was  origin¬ 
ally  designed  to  be  a  man  carried  device  w5.th  the  capability  cC  detecting 
concealed  personnel.  It  was  envisioned  to  be  used  by  ground  trooos  dur¬ 
ing  counter  insurgency  operations  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  Certain 
characteristics  of  the  machine  and  the  area  of  use  made  it  impractical 

and  ineffective  as  a  ground  oriented  device.  During  the  month  of  April, 
1967,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Chemical  Section  initiated  a  series  of 
tests  and  tactical  operations  ^th  the  MFD  modified  for  use  on  rotary 
wing  aircraft.  Results  of  these  tests  and  operations  indicated  adapta¬ 
bility  of  the  ICT  to  aerial  reconnaissance  operations. 

2,  Modification  for  Aerial  Use:  For  aerial  operations  the  follow¬ 
ing  modifications  were  made ' on  the  standard  MPD  by  the  79th  Maintenance 
Battalioni 


a.  The  read-out  meter  was  removed  from  the  probe  to  allow  read¬ 
ings  to  be  •^ewed  by  the  operators  «hlle  inside  the  aircraft, 

b.  The  electrical  output  circuit  was  modified  to  allow  the  MPD 
to  operate  from  the  28  volt  DC  power  source  of  the  helicopter.  This  mod¬ 
ification  consisted  of  rewiring  the  device  for  an  electrical  co3rd  which 
could  be  plugged  directly  into  the  aircraft  electrical  system,  elindnating 
the  need  for  the  original  battery  pack.  This  provided  a  constant  and  re¬ 
liable  source  of  operating  power, 

3*  Aircraft  Installation  Procedures; 

a.  Excellent  results  have  been  obtained  by  attaching  the  probe 
of  the  MPD  to  the  "belly  of  the  helicopter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  for¬ 
ward  skid  brace.  Nylon  cord  is  used  to  secure  the  probe  to  the  brace, 

b.  The  back  pack  group  of  the  MPD  was  placed  inside  the  helicop¬ 
ter  in  front  of  the  operator,  rested  directly  on  the  floor  of  the  helicop¬ 
ter,  and  held  upright  Ibr  operation.  Holding  the  instrument  upright 
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handicapped  the  MPD  operator  ;dien  he  tried  to  calibrate  the  device  for 
operation.  Consequently,  a  holding  rack  was  designed  to  secure  the  ''IPD 
and  allow  the  operator  freedom  of  both  hands  to  calibrate  the  instrument. 
Reduced  sensitivity  and  equipment  malfunction  indicated  that  the  MPDs 
were  receiving  considerable  shock  from  the  vibrations  of  the  helicopter. 
Shock  absorbing  sprf.ngs  were  then  attached  to  the  base  of  the  holding 
i’acks.  This  greatly  reduced  the  Vibration  of  the  machine  and  increased 
the  reliability  of  instrument  readings. 

Operational  Procedures: 

a.  The  Division  Chemical  Section  organized  MPD  teams  in  the 
following  manner: 

(iV  One  officer  and  two  MPD  operators. 

(2)  One  detector  helicopter  (UH-ID)  with  crew. 

(3)  One  light  fire  team  (two  UH-IB  gun  ships). 

b.  A  high  degree  of  success  has  been  obtained  by  using  the  ^IPDs 
in  pairs.  In  case  of  mechanical  or  electrical  failure  of  one,  the  mission 
can  still  be  accomnlished.  Also  no  two  MPDs  respond  alike,  therefore 
combined  data  from  both  has  given  the  best  results. 

c.  After  "take  off"  the  MPD  should  be  calibrated  at  an  altitude 
of  at  le.'st  1^00  feet  to  obtain  a  clean  backgi’ound  reading.  At  Ihis  alti¬ 
tude  there  are  relatively  few  effluents  present  from  human  habitation  and 
presence  except  when  flying  ever  a  large  village  or  city.  The  noimal 
operating  level  is  from  10  to  15  raioroamps . 

d.  Wind  direction  should  be  determined  by  smoke  before  sta.rting 
the  operation.  The  detector  helicopter  should  make  its  run  perpendicular 
to  the  wind  beginning  at  the  downwind  edge  of  the  target  area.  This 
insures  that  the  helicopter  doesn't  pick  up  its  own  exhaust  trail  and  that 
the  path  of  the  helicopter  crosses  ail  wind  blown  effluents, 

e.  For  safety  aiid  best  machine  performance,  the  detection  heli¬ 
copter  should  fly  10  to  20  feet  above  the  trees,  (Note:  Pilots  sh^'iild  be 
cautioned  not  to  scrape  trees,  since  this  may  cause  severe  damage  to  the 
probes.) 


f.  The  best  aircraft  speed  has  been  between  80  emd  90  knots. 
Flying  over  90  knots  has  carised  the  light  fire  team  to  lose  contact  with 
the  detection  ship.  Flying  slower  than  80  knots  makes  the  detector  heli¬ 
copter  more  vulnerable  to  hostile  fire. 

7? 
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SUBJECT:  Manpack  Personnel  De-bector  (MPD)  -  B63 

g«  The  best  system  to  date  used  to  plot  the  location  of  detect¬ 
ed  "hot  spots"  has  been: 

(1)  Upon  receiving  a  reading  of  approximately  ^0  on  the 
read-out  meter,  the  operator  shouts  "hot  soot*" 

(2)  The  coordinator  instantaneoudly  relays  "hot  spot"  by 
radio  to  the  fire  team. 

(3)  A  plotter  in  one  of  the  gun  ships  notes  the  coordinates 
of  the  hot  stx)t  (approximately  200  meters  to  the  rear  of  the  UH-ID)*  The 
mark  200  meters  behind  the  helicooter  is  an  adjustment  for  meter  response 
and  delay  in  notifying  the  plotter. 

h.  Originally  a  smoke  grenade  was  thrown  by  the  "PE  operator 
when  a  high  reading  was  obtained.  However,  this  method  of  marking  was 
abandoned  in  favor  of  the  voice  command  because  it  was  found  that  in  many 
instances  the  smoke  was  trapped  by  the  jungle  canopy  and  could  not  be  seen 
through  the  vegetation.  Also  it  was  felt  that  dropping  the  smoke  into  -the 
hot  spots  might  indicate  to  the  VC  that  their  positions  had  been  spotted, 
enabling  tliem  to  move  or  take  other  action, 

i«  When  the  detector  aircraft  is  flying  at  tree  top  level,  it  is 
difficult  for  the  pilot  to  deteimine  his  position  in  order  to  cover  the 
target  area,  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem  has  been  for  the 
plotter  in  the  gun  ships  to  infom  the  UH-ID  pilot  when  he  hag'-reached- the 
boundary  of  the  target  area.  The  UH-ID  pilot  can  then  alter  his  course  to 
remain  on  target, 

5*  General  Observations  on  the  Effects  f-f  tfeather  on  Aerial 
Operations; 


a.  It  has  been  found  that  the  optimum  wind  speed  for  the  best  meter 
readings  is  $  knots.  Stronger  winds  make  it  difficult  to  handle  the  heli¬ 
copter  at  low  altitudej  slower  wind  speeds  necessitate  a  tighter  flight 
pattern  over  the  target  area  to  pick  up  the  targets, 

b.  The  best  detection  results  have  been  obtained  >daen  missions  • 
were  flown  during  the  morning  hours  (O83O  -  IICK)),  especially  with  a  low 
ceiling. 


c.  Poor  results  have  been  obtained  when  missions  were  flown  dur¬ 
ing  rain  stomns  because  aircraft  have  had  difficulty  in  maintaining  proper 
altitude  anc  'irection.  Also  the,  corona  points  in  the  liPD  probe  became 
wet  and  ceasi:d  to  function  properly. 
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SUBJliCT:  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  (MPD)  -  E63 

d.  Poor  results  have  been  obtained  immediately  following  rain 

StOCTlS. 

e.  Satisfactory  to  'loor  readings  have  been  obtained  in  the  hot 
afternoon  hours, 

f.  Very  poor  readings  have  been  obtained  during  periods  of  sur¬ 
face  Tdnd  turliulence.  The  "smells*'  have  dissipated  ■f'aster  and  the  detec¬ 
tor  ship  has  not  been  able  to  fly  as  low  as  desired, 

6»  Oonclusionst  Results  to  date  indicate  that  the  Manpack  Person¬ 
nel  Detector  Ifib3  is*  an  excellent  tool  for  detection  of  areas  of  current 
or  recent  enemy  activity.  However,  it  gives  only  a  qualitative  measure¬ 
ment  and  xglU  not  indicate  the  exact  size  of  the  force  located  at  a 
point.  High  readings  at  several  points  in  a  relatively  close  area  may 
indicate'* a  large  force,  A  saii5>le  of  confirmed  targets  that  were 
originally  detected  with  the  MPD  follows: 

a.  High  readings  betwe  en  two  points  -  strike  following  day 
exposed  bunJcers,  tunnels,  trenches,  and  foxholes, 

b.  High  readings  at  one  point  -  Afternoon  of  same  day  Sigma 
Team  made  contact  with  estimate  d  100  VC  300  meters  from  the  point, 

0,  High  readings  between  two  points  -  Air  strike  in  after?* 
noon  resulted  in  secondary  explosions, 

d.  High  readings  between  two  points  -  Subsequent  artillery 
and  air  strikes  exposed  bunkers, 

e.  High  readings  at  one  point  -  Subsequent  artillery  and  air 
strikes  resulted  in  32  bunkers  exposed  and  1  TO  KIA  (BC), 

f.  Continuous  high  reading  between  two  points  -  An  agent 
report  placed  the  272d  vC  ^giment  at  this  exact  location  on  the  same 
day. 
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Division  Chemical  Officer 
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AVDB-RiT  CONFIDENTIAL  16  August  1967 

SNBJBCTi  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned  (n) 


TOt  pommanding  General 

ist  Infantry  Division 

ATTNi  AVDB-T 

APO  NS  Poroes  96345 


1»  (N)  Reference  Ist  Inifantry  Division  Regulation  87O-I,  dated 

16  February  1966|  Subject  1  "Historioal  Activities'**  with  change  1* 
dated  15  April  1966. 

2.  (C)  In  compliance  with  referenced  regulation*  the  following 

report,  for  the  period  ending  3I  July  1967*  is  Bubndttedi 

Itemt  AJQOTNITION  RESNPPLY 

Disouasiont  Ammunition  resupply  presents  a  major  problem 
during  operations  requiring  a  firing  battery  to  be  separated  from  the 
parent  battalion. 

Observationi  The  requirements  for  ammunition  often  exceeds 
the  battery *8  capability  because  of  large  expenditures  and  *ong 
distances  from  the  firing  position  to  the  ASP.  Both  battalicu  and 
battery  ammunition  sections  are  often  committed  to  fulfill  the  needs 
of  one  battery. 

Item  I  PIHB  SNPPORT  Bu3B 

Disoussioni  IVhen  a  fire  support  base  is  established  with 
other  combat  arms,  primary  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  artillery 
firing  positions.  The  artillery  unit  commander  must  be  allowed  to 
position  his  units  commensurate  with  his  mission  and  capabilities 
within  the  position  area. 

Observation!  After  the  artillery  firing  position  has  been' 
established*  coordination  with  the  other  forces  occupying  the  fire 
support  base  should  be  accomplished  regarding  security*  positioning* 
and  consolidation  of  the  position. 

Item!  PR3P.iR;iII0N  OP  GNN  PaR;iPBT3  :JID  aIMNNITION  DDMPS 

Discussion!  Tn  an  artillery  position*  guns  and  ammunition 
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dumps  must  have  parapets  built  as  soon  as  possible*  In  an  extended 
operation  the  oonstruotion  of  wall  protected  a'.munition  dumps  should 
be  a  major  primary  consideration.  Often  with  the  concurrent  heavy 
firing  committment  the  unit  is  unable  to  properly  revet  the  guns  or 
the  ammunition  if  the  work  must  be  done  by  hand. 


Observationt  Engineer  support  can,  in  most  instances, 
provide  a  bulldozer  for  the  establishment  of  a  fire  support  base. 

The  bulldozer  is  invaluable  to  the  artillery  unit  for  the  preparation  of 
of  position  parapets.  Even  if  the  dozer  is  not  available  to  the  artil¬ 
lery  unit  for  an  extended  period,  it  oan  quickly  provide  a  dozed-vji  •. 
sand  or  dirt  pile  from  which  sandbags  can  be  filled  in  loss  than  half 
the  normally  required  time. 


Itenu  OYBRHB;:0  COVER  IN  FIELD  POSITIONS 

Disoussiont  When  preparing  field  positions,  overhead  cover 
is  constructed  primtji'ily  with  materials  carried  to  the  position  or 
readily  accessible  from  the  natural  surroundings, 

Observationt  Overhead  cover  is  accomplished  in  a  minimum 
amount  of  time  using  eight  foot  ongineer  stakes  as  supports  for 
cover  material.  When  engineer  stakes  are  not  available,  power  saws 
may  be  used  when  available,  to  fell  trees  for  the  same  purpose. 

When  available,  engineer  stakes  should  be  issued  to  units  displacing 
to  field  positions. 


Item  I  dlROR^iFT  PLYING  THROUGH  THE  GUN-T.'JRGIijr  LINE 

Discussion;  aircraft  continue  to  fly  through  artillery 
gun-target  lines.  This  is  especially  true  during  periods  of  intense 
artillery  activity. 

Observationt  ;J1  aviation  units  should  be  briefed  frequently 
on  the  radio  frequency  and  proper  uso  of  the  artillery  air  warr*iag 
not  for  each  particular  area.  Firing  must  be  suspended  when  aircraft 
are  approaching  or  crossing  the  line  of  fire,  .jiditionally,  airborne 
liaison  officers,  air  observers,  oomiaanders,  and  all  personnel 
familiar  vdth  the  artillery  situatio;i  must  be  alert  regarding  aii'oraft 
safety,  jJ.1  of  those  personnel  should  have  clearly  defined  authority 
to  issue  a  "Chock  Five"  order  if  they  detect  any  unsafe  condition  in 
the  air  spaco  over  the  immediate  area  of  operations. 

Item;  REGISTR;jEIOKS  WITH  RiDAR  SET 

Discussion;  Dwing  the  last  few  weeks  several  registrations 
have  been  conducted  using  the  radar.  This  was  done  when 

an  air  observer  was  not  available. 
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Obseryation;  Pnvor^^ble  results  have  been  obtained  v;itb 
radar  registrations.  Several  successful  night  registrations  have 
been  conducted.  Due  to  the  radar  siting  reiiuirenents  it  is  necessary 
to  stop  the  registration  v-hca  rain  clouds  cover  the  area.  In  so;.ie 
cases  an  excessive  nunbor  of  rounds  have  been  required  due  to  the 
erratic  bursts  of  the  fuze  I<I520«  The  new  fuze  K5^0,  when  roceived» 
should  elirainate  this  problem. 

Item  PU-SiS  D'3LaY  during  PliRIOD  OP  RAIN 

Jiscusaiont  Oneok  fire  must  be  given  when  firing  during 
periods  of  heavy  rain.  This  is  because  of  the  possibility  of  r;;in  setti; 
off  e  point  detonating  fuze  when  set  on  tho  "^uick"  setting. 

Observatlont  During  heavy  rain,  the  fuze  setting  should  be 
changed  to  "delay'*  to  avoid  a  premature  detonation  of  the  round.  One 
problem  with  fuze  delay  is  the  probability  of  a  dud  is  increased. 

The  condition  of  the  ground  is  an  important  factor.  Also,  the  sup  .orted 
unit  oor.^aandar  must  bo  informed  that  fuze  delay  is  being  fired  and 
that  the  effect  will  not  be  the  same  as  with  fuze  quick. 

Item  CARRYING  ATR-LIPT  SaUIPK^YT  R-WaRDLSSI  0?  ROW  KOViS'Idhl 
IS  M,'U)3. 

Discussion t  A  unit  from  this  organization  v/es  loved  to  a 
field  location  by  ;i:lr  Force  fixed  v;ing  aircraft.  Several  days  after 
the  move  they  were  required  to  p.?.rt..cipate  in  an  "Artillery  Raid" 
move  by  CH-47. 

Obsarvationt  Eegardleso  of  how  a  unit  moves  to  a  field 
location,  units  must  be  prepared  for  any  eventuality  and  must  carry 
all  air-lift  equipment  with  them  at  all  times. 

Itenn  "aRTILLURY  RiilDS"  •/.‘ITH  105nia  TOV/SD  HOWIISSR,  K2A2 
Aim  CII  47  nSLICDPTSRS. 

Discuscioni  "Artillery  Raids  v/ith  105i!il.  Towed  Howitzer  M2a2 
and  CH  47  Helicopters  require  detailed  planning  and  coordination  be¬ 
tween  the  battery  commander  and  the  pathfinders  of  the  lifting  unit. 

The  pathfinders  must  be  gi/en  a  complete  and  comprehensive  briefing  on 
the  lpco,t;lon  of  the  LZ  and  especially  on  the  desired  placement  01  the 
howitzers  and  ammunition.  If  possible,  the  battery  co“jaand..r  and  the 
p'athfin  .ers  should  conduct  a  joint  aerial  reconnaissance  of  the  LZ. 

When  the  airborne  loads  arrive  at  the  touch  down  points,  the  battery 
commander  and  the  pathfinder  must  work  together  devoting  their  close 
attention  to  the  exact  placement  of  each  howitzer.  Ammunition  loads 
must  be  placed  in  close' .proximity  to  the  guns;  however,  the  placement 
must  be  selective  in  order  to  facilitate  the  q'..iok  delivery  of  fire 
while  also  providing  sufficient  room  for  loading  armunition  residue  for 
backhaul.  ^  » 
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Observation}  Close  ooo’rdinntion  botv;ean  a  firing  battery 
oo3iander  and  the  pathfinder  is  imperative  if  the  occupation  of  an 
"Artillery  Raid"  position  is  to  be  rapid  and  orderly. 


jrtfas}  airlift  op  ARTILLjRY  UhIT  TO  C01'Ii5;'»T  ZONES  BY  FIXED 
~  AIRCR/iPT 

Discussion}  The  sequence  of  loading  an  artillery  battery  for 
moveuent  by  fixed  wing  aircraft  is  a  major  factor  in  air  novement 
planning.  The  first  load  should  be  the  battery  couunand-FDC  group  with 
the  majority  of  radio  equipment.  For  subsequent  lifts,  consideration 
must  be  given  to  oquipaent  availability  in  the  forward  area  and  to 
coordination  which  may  be  effected.  Class  V  supply  should  be  ooordi- 
nated  with  unite  in  the  for/ard  area  if  possible.  If  amri'.ui\ition, 
loaded  on  trucks,  is  awaiting  arrival  of  the  artillery  unit,  the  res¬ 
ponse  to  calls  for  fire  will  bo  faster  and  in  greater  volume. 

Observation}  The  sequence  of  loading  an  artilleiy  unit  for 
movement  by  fixed  wing  aircraft  is  dependent  on  equipment  available  in 
the  forward  a^ea  and  the  coordination  for  the  use  of  thic  equipment. 

Item}  METROLOOICAL  DATA 

Pi scussion}  Weather  changes  during  the  monsoon  season  are 
frequent  and  unpredictable.  Caution  must  be  exercised  in  utilizing 
metro  data  that  is  obviously  different  from  the  current  weather  con¬ 
ditions  at  time  of  fir.ng. 

Observation}  Certain  weather  patterns  oan  be  established  by 
studying  a  record  of  metro  messages  over  at  least  a  three  month  period. 
This  is  pajrtioularly  true  with  regard  to  wind  direction.  A  better 
approximation  of  current  weather  data  can  be  made  and  more  accurate 
fires  delivered  if  the  knowledge  gained  by  study  of  these  patterns  is 
applied  when  a  metro  is  received  which  is  obviously  different  from 
currant  conditions.  R/  using  this  method,  metro  messages  obtained 
during  a  flash  storm  can  ba  discarded  or  corrected  to  reflect  current 
vfeather  data. 


Iter.}  A'lMUh'ITION  BAGGED  FOR  S'-faGEUCY  .CRLIFT 


0P>aATI0KS 


Discussion}  Class  V  is  very  important  in  the  conduct  of 
operations.  It  is  SOP  that  \fken  units  move  they  their  basic  load  of 
Class  V  vdth  them,  aaergenoy  operations  often  arises  which  require 
immeaiate  action  on  the  part  of  all  oonoernea. 

Observaticn}  The  Class  V  requirement  for  emergency  airlift 
operations  is  mat  by  each  battalion  maintaining  bagged  ammunition  on 
hand.  /J-l  bagged  ammunition  is  available  for  use  by  any  battalion  that 
is  participating  in  an  operation  that  requires  rapid  Class  7  resi^ply. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER} 


/'  '!  I) 


—  MRONALD  a.  pistons 
CONFIDENTIAL  Major,  Artillery 

Adjutant 
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TO:  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  GENERAL:  The  ambush,  by  its  very  nature,  offers  the  greatest  poten¬ 
tial  for  killing  VC.  Every  day  anibushes  established  by  units  of  the  Big  Red 
One  make  contact  vd.th  VC  elements.  Yet  the  resultant  body  count  is  unaccep¬ 
tably  low.  The  obvious  cause  for  these  poor  results  is  basically  a  failure 
to  plan  and  conduct  the  ambushes  properly.  This  letter  provides  guidance  on 
certain  aspects  of  the  methods  and  techniques  of  the  ambush  v;hich  will  be 
implemented  by  all  units  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

2.  DISCUSSION:  a.  An  ambush  is  a  surprise  attack  from  a  concealed 
position  on  an  enemy  force.  The  key  word  is  SURPRISE.  Without  surprise, 
there  is  no  ambush.  Further,  in  considering  the  general  nature  of  an  ambush, 
it  is  necessary  to  think  in  terms  of  its  application  to  Vietnam?  ambushes 
are  offensive  in  nature.  It  is  important  to  have  this  understanding, 

b.  The  primary  considerations  of  the  anbush  are: 

(1 )  Planning  and  organization 

(a)  Don't  delay  in  alerting  those  that  will  conduct  the 
ambush.  Give  them  time  to  prepare, 

(b)  Give  maximum  time  to  selecting  the  ambush  site  - 
coordinate  with  all  personnel,  particularly  ARVN,  who  may  have  detailed 
intelligence  and  knowledge  of  VC  routes  and  activities. 

(c)  Conduct  a  grovuid  or  air  reconnaissance  whenever 
possible.  As  a  minimum,  a  good  map  reconnaissance  is  essential. 

(d)  Keep  the  plan  SIMPLE,  An  elaborately  conceived  plan 
merely  introduces  unnecessary  aspects  that  increase  the  chances  for  mistakes. 

(e)  Coordinate  thoroughly  with  all  individuals  that  can 
increase  the  prospects  for  success.  Pin  down  the  specifics  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  situation,  fire  support,  and  the  urdt  ready  reaction  force. 
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(f)  Tailor  the  ambush  force  to  its  mission.  Don’t  permit 
the  arbitrary  employment  of  a  squad,  platoon,  car  cmpany  as  it  exists.  If 
additional  men,  equipment,  or  ireapons  are  required,  get  them.  Proper  equip¬ 
ment  to  accomplish  the  mission  aM  meet  emergencies  must  be  cai*ried.  Each 
man  should  carry  a  basic  load  of  ammunition,  and  maximum  use  should  be  made 
of  grenades  and  claymores, 

(g)  Coordinate  with  the  element  through  whose  lines  the 
ambush  force  will  pass.  Establish  the  location  of  mines,  early  warning 
devices,  lanes  through  protective  ;dre,  CPs  and  LPs,  and  defensive  concentra¬ 
tions  , 


(h)  Plan  for  every  eventuality  that  m^  be  encountered 
during  the  movement  to,  conduct,  and  return  from  the  ambush.  Issue  a  detailed 
order  based  upon  the  plan, 

(i)  Rehearse,  Insure  each  man  knows  his  job. 

(j)  Inspect  each  patrol  member  to  insure  that  he  has  the 
proper  equipment}  that  his  equipnent  has  been  muffled  or  taped  to  prevent 
noise;  snd  that  he  carries  no  cigarettes  and  lighter  or  other  objects  whose 
use  could  jeopardize  the  accomp3.ishinent  of  the  mission  and  the  lives  of  the 
members  of  the  patrol. 

(k)  Plan  H&I  and  othsr  supporting  fires  so  that  the 
volume  of  filendiy  fire  is  not  such  tiat  it  precludes  or  discoui'ages  VC 
from  approacldng  the  ambush  site 

(l)  A  reaction  force  must  be  planned  for  aid  prepared 
for  each  patrol.  Normally  a  reaction  force  will  only  be  employed  when  the 
patrol  encounters  serious  difficulty.  The  best  security  for  a  patrol  is 
stealth  on  movement  into  position,  maintenance  cf  surprise,  planned  heavy 
volume  cf  fires  to  include  ai'tillei'y  and  mortar  after  tJie  ambush  is  sprung, 

(m)  Time  distance  of  patrols  from  relnfca'cing  forces  will 
vary  due  to  status  of  proficiency,  size  of  the  ambush  pa.trol,  enemy  situation, 
and  terrain,  Noimally  reinforcements  should  be  capable  of  reaching  the 
patrol  idth,in  approximately  30 ‘ird-nutes . 

(2)  Conduct; 

(a)  Movement  to  the  ambush  site  must  be  accomplished  by 
stealth,  tShould  the  anbush  force  be  detected  during  its  movement,  then  it 
has  foiled  before  starting. 

(b)  Upon  reaching  the  anbush  site,  proceed  through  it 

at  least  100  meters  before  halting,  reconnoiteririg  on  the  way.  (See  Inclo- 
Boxo  l),  '.I'hert  stop  and  establish  a  defensive  perimeter,  placing  particular 
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emphasis  on  securityj  fire  in  defensive  concentrations  for  the  ambush.  This 
latter  action  vdll  insure  that  when  needed,  effective  fire  support  can  be 
employed  immediately,  since  the  concentration  wd.  11.  already  be  cleared  for 
firing  and  the  initial  fire  request  can  include  adjustments  from  the  known 
concentrations,  as  the  situation  requires, 

(c)  Observance  of  noise  and  light  discipline  must  be 
stressed:  no  talking  or  unnecessary  movement.  Then,  at  the  proper  time 
(depending  upon  v,hether  the  anbush  is  during  daylight  or  the  hours  of  darkness), 
deliberately  and  quietly  the  personnel  and  weapons  are  nositioned.  There¬ 
after,  no  sound  or  movement  must  be  made.  The  pace  of  extended  operations 
normally  dictates  less  than  100^  alert  on  ambush  patrols,  Hoavever,  at  all 
times  the  leader  or  his  second  in  command  must  be  alert  and  able  to  alert  the 
patrol.  The  alert  system  must  be  such  that  the  patrol  can  be  immediately 
alerted,  and  the  ambush  triggered  idthout  noise  or  movement.  Eating  or 
emoking  will  not  be  allowed  in  an  ambush  position, 

(d)  Careful  planning,  patience,  and  aggre.ssjveness  are 
the  keys  to  success.  The  patrol  must  wait  until  the  target  is  well  vathin 
the  killing  zone.  Triggering  an  ambush  too  soon  is  one  of  the  most  ccoimon 
reasons  for  failure.  Wnen  the  ambush  is  triggered  the  patrol  must  lay  down 
an  immediate  heavy  volume  of  fire  and  aggressively  follow  up  to  search  the 
killing  zone,  and  finish  off  the  target  force, 

(e)  The  ambush  leader  is  responsible  for  triggering  the 
ambush.  No  one  else,  unless  so  specifically  designated,  \dll  trigger  the 
ambush.  Judgment  must  be  exercised  in  deciding  the  exact  moment  to  tidgger 
the  ambush.  Again,  experience  has  shown  that  nany  ambushes  fail  as  a  result 
of  premature  triggering.  Wait  until  the  enemy  is  well  within  the  Idlling  zone 
and  as  close  to  the  anbushers  as  his  route  will  take  hj.ra, 

(f)  Upon  the  initiation  of  a  definite  and  definable  signal, 
the  ambush  will  be  sprung,  A  specific  amount  of  amrauidti on  and  ordnance, 
pre-established,  will  be  expended  and  then  all  firing  will  cease.  Initially, 
fire  must  bo  low  and  then  can  be  adjusted  on  target.  A  ricochet  from  a  round 
fired  low  will  still  kill;  a  round  fired  high  is  lost. 

(g)  If  all  the  enemy  are  not  killed  in  the  initial  fires, 
finish  them  off  or  if  possible,  take  them  prisoner, 

(h)  Einploy  supporting  fires  quickly,  as  appropriate.  The 
primary  mission  of  the  ambush  patrol  is  to  kill  VC  with  its  own  weapons. 

However,  many  situations  vdll  come  up  where  the  patrol  detects  a  VC  force 
which  does  not  move  into  the  patrol's  killing  zone.  The  patrol  leader  must 
be  proficient  in  using  indirect  fire  to  engage  such  forces,  or  to  protect 

It  3 


AVEB-T 

•  SUBJECT:  Ambush 


5  >mgust  19^'7 


his  patrol  if  necessary. 

(i)  Upon  ccmpletion  of  the  ambush,  conduct  a  quick 
search  in  the  anbush  site.  Then  either  move  to  a  preselected  support  site 
or  return  to  the  secure  base,  as  appropriate.  In  any  case,  move  immediately; 
do  not  linger  at  the  anbush  site. 

c.  Ambush  configurations: 

(1)  Linear  {See  inclostire  2)  (Preferable  for  most  situations). 

(2)  "L"  shape  (See  inclcsure  3) 

(3)  Triangle  (See  inclosure  A) 

FOR  IHE  aCMMANDER: 


/j.  c.  rennin™ 

LTC,  AGO 

Ad^tant  General 
as 

DISTRIBUTION: 

A  (mod-1 ) 


Motrement  into  an  AnibusK  Site 

Move  through  the  site 

Fire  in  defensive  concentrations 

Occupy  ambush  site 


Linear  Ambush 


Employed  by  all  sized  forces  (Depicted  below  for  a  squad) 

jfS  1  2  and  3  represent  an  attached  machinegun 

#12  is  the  squad  leader 

#S  4  5  and  3  provide  flan]c  security 

#13  povides  rear  security 

Minimum  10  meters  between  positions 


Two  men  per  position 


LegsM 

Friendly  Forces 
Enemy  Forces  (R) 


Killing  Zone 
Concentrations 
Machinegun 
Claymore 
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"L"  Shaped  Ambush 


Most  frequently  employed  by  squads 

#S  1  2  and  3  represent  an  attached  machine  gun 

#12  is  the  squad  leader 

#S  3  4  5  10  and  11  also  provide  flank  security 
#13  provides  rear  security 
Minimum  10  meters  between  positions 
Two  men  per  position 


LEGEND 
Friendly  Forces 
Enemy  Forces 
Killing  Zone 
Concentrations 
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Trian(;;le  Ambush 


Employed  by  a  platoon  or  larger  force 

*  Methods  and  techniques  employed  are  the  same  as  for  other 
type  of  ambushes 


Characterized  by  affording  two  killing  zones 
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Friendly  Forces  ^  ^ 

Enemy  Forces 

Killing  Zones  //'/ / 

l-lachineguns  _ ^ 

Machinegun  psns 
— -Go^entrations  — 1~ 
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The  Battle  of  AP  TAU  0 

,  On  7  June  1966,  A  Troop  1-4  Cavalry  received  the  mission  to  go  to 
AN  IOC  as  intelligence  reports  from  that  area  indicated  a  VC  attack  on 
AN  IOC  as  part  of  the  "Monsoon  Offensive".  The  next  town  north- on 
Highway  13,  IOC  I^NH,  had  been  attacked  just  prior  to  this  action. 

A  Troop  departed  from  its  base  at  PHOU  lOl  at  0830  hours  on  the 
morning  of  8  June  1966.  They  stopped  to  r.bfuel  their  vehicles  at  ^ 

LAI  KHE  which  is  25  kilometers  from  PHU  LOI,  The  convoy  consisted  of 
seven  M  48  A3  tanks,  twenty-five  K  113  armored  personnel  carriers,  two 
M  132  flame  thrower  tracks,  ar.d  one  VTR.  One  of  the  tanks  was  an 
engineer  dozer.  At  LAI  KKS  they  picked  up  a  platoon  of  engineers  who 
mounted  their  tracks. 

On  the  way  to  LAI  KMi  there  were  two  bre/ikdowns,  but  the  column 
contin-aed  to  move  on  to  LAI  K!IL.  Captain  Ronald  Copes,  Executive  Officer 
of  A  Troop,  v/as  in  command  of  the  trail  party.  His  job  wts  to  "police 
the  stuck  and  broken  down  vehicles.  One  of  the  breakdowns  was  of 
a  permanant  type  and  had  to  be  left  at  LAI  KHE  for  repairs.  In  the 
trail  party  there  were  two  K  113s,  one  VTR,  and  one  K  48  A3  tank,  that 
had  dropped  out  of  the  main  body  and  remained  with  Captain  Copes, 

From  LAI  KHE  they  started  to  push  on  to  CHON  TKA!!H  in  order  to 
get  into  AN  LOC  by  sundown.  At  LAI  ilHE's  northern  checkpoint,  an 
old  French  built  guard  tower  covering  Highway  13^  approach  into  LAI 
KHL,  the  trail  party  picked  up  an  Amiored  Vehicle  Launcher  Bridge  (AVLB), 
as  it  was  stuck  in  the  strecan  crossing,  it  was  pulled  out  and  it  joined 
the  column.  Then  they  continued  up  Highway  13  moving  off  the  road  and 
traveling  parallel  to  the  highway  at  points.  The  country  .north  of  L/iI 
KHE  was  more  heavily  infested  with  VC  Main  Force  units  than  the  area  to 
the  South  whore  one  finds  mostly  local  guerrilla  bands.  There  wore 
some  roadblocks  of  brush  and  trees  across  Highway  13  which  they  moved 
around  to  save  time  and  pushed  on.  The  road  blocks  were  rnclnly  designed 
for  the  purpose  of  VC  tex  collection. 

The  trail  party  arrived  at  MINH  THANH  and  kept  moving  to  Vi,thiii 
8  kilometers  of  the  main  body  -s-ihcT.  t".-  party  ha.,i-d  on  radios  that 

the  lead  tank  of  the  madn  column  had  been  hit  by  a  command  detonatec 
shaped  charge  mine  at  1415  hours.  At  that  time  the  whole  main  column 
ha.d  come  under  fire  from  automatic  weapons,  small  arms,  recoilless  rifles, 
and  mortars  from  prepc’.red  ambush  positions.  This  was  the  first  known 
time  the  VC  had  tried  to  register  mortar  fire  on  track  vehicles.  Ihs 
three  platoon  column  took  up  three  kilometers  of  the  road  and  the  VC 
had  it  all  covered  by  fire.  Intelligence  later  learned  through  captured 
documents  that  it  was  the  272d  Viet  Cong  "hardcore"  regiment  that  was 
dug  in  along  the  road  parallel  to  the  column. 

The  trail  party  was  now  8  kilometers  south  of  the  main  column  • 
moving  at  about  35  miles  per  hour.  Immediately  when  the  attack  began 
on  tho  main  column  the  trail  party  comaai.der  informed  his  elements  of 
the  attack.  Captain  Ralph  Stiwgis,  the  main  column  commander  told 
Captain  Copes  not  to  come  up,  but  to  go  back  to  CHON  THANH,  and  form 
a  perimeter  in  an  open  field  to  the  south  of  the  town  and  wait,  while 
monitoring  the  action  on  the  radio. 
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There  was  ARVK  artillery  at  AN  LOG  and  CKOII  THANH,  however  the 
ambush  site  was  out  of  range  of  their  l05mm  firing  fan.  The  VC  had 
selected  and  planned  a  good  ambush  site.  It  was  learned  from  this 
operation  to  always  move  with  artillery  support.  They  did,  however, 
have  a  Forward  Air  Controller  (FAC)  overhe-d,  but  the  "air  cap"  immediate¬ 
ly  available  with  the  FAC  also  became  SOP  as  a  result  of  this  battle, 

Tlio  trail  party  sat  back  at  CHON  TH/HJH  and  listened  to  the  battle 
for  about  six  hours.  At  about  l600  hoiffs  the  1-A  Cavalry  Squadron's 
S-3  Fajor  Mwin  Taylor,  flew  over  in  a  helicopter  and  told  the  trail  , 
party  co.-imander  that  the  trail  comumn  was  to  move  forward  as  thj.ngs  ware 
dying  down.  He  told  Captain  Copes  the  battle  situation,  most  of  which 
Captain  Copes  already  knew  from  reports  over  the  radio.  A  tank  and  an 
K  1 13  had  gotten  stuck  and  separated  fro.-  the  main  body  at  a  bridge 
crossing.  Also  an  M  113  was  on  fire,  and  1  M  113  was  missing.  While 
it  was  still  daylight,  the  FAC  saw  the  h  113  driven  into  the  woods  by 
the  roadside  with  its  lights  on.  This  M  113  was  later  recovered. 

The  S-3  also  told  Captain  Copes  to  leave  the  ,iVLB  in  the  CHON  TU.KH 
ARVN  compound.  The  tiail  party  knew  the  VC  v;ere  firing  57mm  recoiless 
rifles  and  mortars.  Also  Captain  Copes  knew:  that  several  tracks  were 
badly  damaged  but  only  one  was  burring. 

The  colvorn  started  moving  north  out  of  CHON  TH..NH  on  Highway  13 
at  1620  hours.  The  trail  party  moved  at  a  speed  of  about  20  miles 
per  hour.  As  they  continued  to  monitor  the  radio  they  learned  that  a 
tank  and  V.  II3  had  been  3(!parated  from  the  main  column  and  had  lost 
radio  contact  with  the  troop  Commander  Captain  Sturgis,  Captain  Copes, 
howefver,  had  contact  with  them  both.  Captain  Sturgis  told  Captain  Copes 
that  the  VC  were  trying  to  overrun  him,-  ‘  Captain  Copes  told  hin  ttiat 
the  trail  party  was  coming  up  to  give  him  support.  The  tank  commander 
told  Captain  Copes  by  radio  that  he  had  moved  to  the  end  of  the  main 
body  to  assist  the  k  113‘3,  The  trail  party  was  just  leaving  CHON 
TK/'.NH  when  he  informed  them  that  the  VC  were  trying  to  swarm  over  him, 

'p\it  Tactical  Airpower  was  driving  them  off.  He  went  on  to  say  that 
the  VC  had  tried  to  s  et  up  a  STnan  recoilless  rifle  in  the  road,  but  he 
'had  stopped  them  with  his  weajwas. 

As  the  trail  party  moved  up  the  road  they  reached  a  tank  dozer  that 
had  gotten  stuck  trying  to  get  off  the  road.  The  crew  inside  were  buttoned 
up  as  they  were  receiving  small  anas  fire  from  VC  that  were  all  around 
the  tank.  After  a  few  btirsts  the  VC  were  driven  off  and  the  tank  dozer 
was  retrieved.  At  that  time  the  Sqpxadron  Conriindcr,  LTC  Leonard  Lewane 
landed  his  helicopter  and  informed  Ca,/t3in  Copes  whit ‘was  going  on. 

He  told  him  the  VC  wore  moving  south  towards  the  trail  party  and  that, 
the  troop  was  now  r-ogrouping.  He  went  on  to  say  that  an  Infantry  Battalion, 
the  2-28  Infantry,  was  being  inserted  into  an  LZ  about  three  kilometers- 
to  the  north  of  the  main  column's  body,  8y  the  time  the  Infantry  reached 
the  column  it  was  night  and  the  battle  was  over. 

After  the  colonel  loft  Captain  C-opes  started  up  his  column  of 
two  t.:rik3,  two  K  113'3  and  ons  VTR,  They  moved  up  the  road  four  kilometers 
south  of  i he  "lost"  tank  and  K  1 13,  when  they  were  told  by  the  "lost" 
tank  oorjsai.der  that  the  VC  were  di'opping  "pancake  mines"  on'  the  road, 

When  the  trail  party  W!  s  .no  kilovvter  fr-n  them,  the  le-^d  tank 
hit  -a  nine  on  the  ro-ad.  The  t:nk  CeirmanJer  of  the  le.id  trnk.w-'s  Sgt, 

Charles  Norris,  His  driver  dp  5  Hugh  Oliv-r,  w s  badly  hurt,  and  the 
vehicle  had  some  minor  damage,  Captrdn  Copes  stopped  his  column  and 
radioed  ahead  Ids  situation.  His  next  action  was  to  check  out  the 
casualty  situation.  He  asked  the  tank  if  it  could  move  under  its  own 
power  ?  The  answer  was  "yes",  and  the  gunner  of  the  tank  became  its 
driver;  he  was  Sp  5  Smith.  The  trail  rarty  continued  about  5CX)  meters 
when  the  same  tank  hit  another  mine.  This  timo  mortars,  recoilless 
rifles,  and  small  ams  out  loose  on  the  column  from  the  tree  line, 
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Captain  Copes  ordered  his  vehicles  to  keep  Moving  around  and  to  try 
not  to  present  themselves  as  a  v^Jlne^^^ble  target.  Then  he  checked  out 
the  damaged  tank.  Captain  Copes  was  riding  in  an  I:  113.  At  thi.s  moment 
the  TAG  air  was  forward  of  liis  position  and  in  a  couple  of  minutes  they 
came  in  hitting  the  eneiry  positions.  The  trail  party  returned  the  VC 
fire  by  spraying  the  bushes  and  trees  with  high  explosives,  cannister 
and  machine  gun  fire.  Captain  Copes  told  the  tanks  that  he  wanted 
"cannister  fired'  into  the  woodline".  The  recoiless  rifle  fire  slackened, 
but  the  VC  mortars  continued  to  fire  at  them.  All  of  the  tracks  took 
hits  from  the  small  arms  fire,  but  the  rounds  didn't  go  through  the  armor 
plate. 

The  lead  tank  then  took  2  direct  hits  from  a  VSimr.  recoiless  rifle 
in  the  turret  and  blasted  Staff  Sergeant  Charles  Ilorris  straight  up  into 
the  air  for  about  5-8  feet  and  set  the  tank  ablaze.  Captain  Copes  saw 
him  go  out  of  the  turret  but  didn't  see  him  land  in  the  bushes.  He 
lived  through  the  battle  although  he  was  wounded.  Kortar  fire  continued 
to  cone  in.  Oliver  was  throvm  into  the  bushes  and  he  lived  ,  Smith 
and  a  Ath  man  wore  killed  inside  of  the  tank. 

While  they  were  firing  into  the  woodline  and  the  tank  v;as-  biumng 
Captain  Copes  asked  the  FAC  for  airstrikes.  The  jet  fighters  streaked 
on  the  target  area  and  adjustments  were  made  where  Capt-'in  -Copes  wanted 
the  maximum  force  placed. 

Captain  Copes  saw  ogt  Norris  in  need  of  help  so  he  tried  to  help 
him  get  into  his  113.  -v'hile  doing  this  a  VC  threw  a  75mm  shell  packed 
with  explosives  into  the  K  113.  ‘^ho  bomb  landed  in  Captain  Copes  lap, 

He  quickly  grabbed  one  bomb  with  his  left  hand--  and  at  the  same  time 
grasped  his  K-l6  rifle  with  his  right  hand.  He'-heaved  the  bomb  package 
up  and  out  of  the  brack,  and  upon  quickly  turning  his  head,  ho  sa-w  Che 
VC  that  threw  it.  He  instantly  aimed  the  5<-l6  and  kille<’  the  VC  and 
ducked  back  inside  the  M  113  just  before  the  bomb  exploded  outside  of 
the  tradks  rear. 

■v 

nil  of  the  enemy  fire  -was  coming  fron.  the  west  side  of  Highway 
13.  The  VC  had  made  fortified  revetments  using  55  L-allon  dlbsel  dnmis 
and  sandbags  for  v/alls.  The  drums  were  filled  with  dirt  for  greater 
strength.  The  enemy  ouflAx-^e  had  been  excellent  as  thp  ixjsitions  could 
not  be  seen  from  the  road.  The  dnms  were  stacked  two  high  and  indicated 
that  the  VC  had  pre-planned  the  ambush  site  for  a  long  tiite.  Captured 
VC  later  said  they  were  waiting  for  2  or  3  days  in  ambush  for  semething 
to  come  along.  Another  FO'.i'  said  that  they  \io\-'  expecting  an  A.VVN  resupply 
convoy  not  a  "hard  skinned"  armored  column,  'ip  to  this  date  no  United 
States  1  ilitary  Vehicles  had  gone  north  of  ChoM  THANK.  The  eneny  ambush 
had  "s-wallowed  some  bad  bait"  which  Faj  General  E.  DePuy,  1st  Infantry 
Di-vision  Coirmander,  had  given  to  the  VC  by  use  of  cover  and  deception, 

.’.fter  shooting  the  VC,  Captain  Copes  went  do.-m  inside  the  track  to 
the  radio  and  told  the  other  tracks,  who  were  stopped  at  this  time,  to 
keep  spraying  the  woodline.  It  uas  later  learned  that  when  Sgt  Korris 
hit  the  ground,  after  being  thrown  from  the  turret,  he  landed  beside  a 
VC.  They  both  looked  at  each  other,  scaring  each  other,  and  both  grabbed 
at  the  VC's  weapon.  Then  both  of  thCLi  reali-aing  their  situation  released 
the  -Jeapon  simultaneously  and  ran  in  opposite  directions.  Sgt  .'torris 
ran  towards  the  co- irand  ;  113  and  was  taken  aboard. 

The  fight  started  at  1700  and  now  it  was  17A0,  Small  arms  fire 
was  still  coming  in  and  the  trail  party  had  one  tank  burning.  Captain 
Copes  tried  to  decide  whether  anyone  was  still  inside  the  burning  tank 
as  he  didn't  want  to  leave  anyone  behind.  The  tank  was  burning  and  ex¬ 
ploding  so  riuch  bb-it  ho  didn't  think  anyone  vas  still  inside  the  burning 
tank.  He  didn't  know  at  the  ti>  e  that  it  -.las  only  flares  and  s-noke  ox'plod- 
ing  Inside  the  tank.  Capt':in  Copes  decided  to  leave  the  tank  and  move 
on  to  the  main  colunin. 
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■iith  3gt  Korris  on  his  track  Cactain  Copes  called  Captpln  Sturgis 
on  the  radio  and  told  him  that  the  trail  party  was  on  their  way  to  him 
again.  They  drove  around  the  burning  tank  and  came  to  a  ditch.  As  the 
bridge  across  the  ditch  had  been  blown  up  they  went  into  a  dry  stream- 
bed  and  made  it  across.  The  enemy  fire  vos  sporadic  as  the  airstrikes 
were  straffing  the  woodline.  Captain  Copes  told  Sgt  Blair  to  take  his  ' 
"lost"  tank  and  M  113  and  fall  into  the  rear  of  the  column  as  the  column 
passed  them.  The  M  113  that  Sgt  Blair's  tank  ws  guarding  had  broken 
down-  earlier  and  the  crew  had  made  repairs  under  fire.  The  mechanic  vdio 
made  the  repairs  was  Sp  5  Robert  Bolling, 

The  trail 's  rty  continued  to  push  ahead  fob  twb  kilorieters  and  a#* 
Oliver  joined  the  trail  party,  with  his  tank,  .thej^’-tlosad  to  the  main  party 
perimeter  at  1815  without  incident,  Tn?  troop  perimeter  was  quxet  at 
this  time  ae  helicopters  were  bringing  supplies  of  fuel,  food,  ammunition, 
and  water.  The  min  body  had  three  tanks  badly  damaged.  All  of  the 
vehicles  had  been  hit  by  eneigv  firp  but  not  all  were  serious.  Four  M  113s 
were  badly  damaged.  During  the  battle  there  were  15  US  KHA  and  34  WKA. 

The  enemy  losses  ware  170  VC  KIA  by  body  count,  250  VC  XIA  by  estimates 
made  by  the  FAC,  4  VC  captured,  42  weapons  captured  of  which  12  wsapons 
wre  crew  served.  Most  VC  wore  green  fatigue  uniforms,  some  '.r>ra  the 
familiar  black  pajamas,  and  some  wore  light  brown  uniforms.  The  documents 
fpund  on  one  of  the  dead  VC  identified  him  as  a  Chinese  Communist  Adviser, 

The  rysterious  M  113  vehicle  which  a  FAC  reported  having  its  lights 
on  was  recovered  the  next  day.  The  casualties  from  the  vehicle  had  been 
evacuated  earlier.  Two  Starlight  Scopes  in  the  vehicle  had  been  disregarded 
by  the  VC,  The  VC  at  the  time  of  this  battle  probably  didn't  know  about 
Starlight  Scopes  and  their  use.  The  crew  of  the  vehicle  had  driven  the 
damaged  <track  into  the  woodline  and  left  it  there  with  the  headlights  on 
,so  it  could  be  evacuated  later. 

The  flamethro'rfer  tank  was  successfully  used  during  this  action. 

With  its  coax  7.62irm  mchine  gun  and  the  flame  thrower  with  a  250  gallon 
tank  was  right  behind  the  Troop  Coiunander,  Captain  Sturgis.  He  had  just 
witnessed  a  track  getting  mortared  and  his  track  was  maneuvering  around 
vfhen  artooiUass  rifle  round  went  through  his  M  113  wounding  his  driver, 

Bp  4  James  Dempsey,  in  the  heel  of  the  foot.  Captain  Sturgis  had  kis 
pbserver,  Sgt  Nick  Sapparito,  take  over  driving  the  track.  The  Flame¬ 
thrower  track  came  up  beside  then  and  spotted  the  rccoilles  rifle  trained 
and  ready  to  fire  again  on  the  command  track.  The  flame-thrower  track 
commander,  SFC  Pearson  Cole,  took  immediate  action  and  opened  up  on  the 
enemy  recoiless  rifle  with  the  flame-thrower  and  burned  it  up  at  40  to  50 
meters  distance. 

Another  interesting  story  of  the  action  pertains  to  a  Sgt  Blair 
and  his  tank  guarding  the  stuck  M  113  near  the  blown  out  bridge  -outh  of 
the  main  convoy.  Sgt  Blair  was  an  old  infantryman  and  did  not  know  too 
much  about  tanks.  His  military  experience  was  that  of  a  platoon  sergeant 
and  had  just  recently  joined  the  Cavalry,  It  was  his  vehicle  that  had 
Infomed  Captain  Copes  on  the  radio  early  in  the  afternoon  about  the  mines, 
the  M  113  that  had  gotten  stuck,  and  about  the  VC  trying  to  sw:=m  over 
•Kis  tracks.  This  action  was  his  first  in  a  tank.  Knowing  the 
urgency  of  the  situation  he  reverted  to  being  a  loader,  ''Jhile  throwing 
out  the  expended  brass  shell  casings  on  the  tank  one  of  them  got  caught 
in  the  turret.  This  prevented  the  turret  from  turning.  Realizing  what 
had  happened  Sgt  Blair  jumped  out  of  the  turret  8nd,idiile  under  fire, 
freed  the  shell  case  from  the  turret. 

Another  incident  involves  Oliver  and  tne  burning  tank,  'Vhen  Sgt 
Norris  was  blown  out  of  the  turret,  Oliver  wac  also  thrown  into  the  bushes 
and  loiocked  oooaoiooD’, .  Ke  had  been  left  behind  for  dead.  When  he  came 
to,  he  looked  around,  saw  the  tank,  started  the  engine,  eind  drove  it  to 
the  tail  of  the  column  at  full  speed.  In  doing  this  he  ssved  the  tank 
and  received  2d  degree  burns  from  its  hot  insides.  He  was  evacuated  to 
Japan  and  decorated  with  the  Silver  Star, 
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During  ths  action  the  U3  Air  Force  brought  in  43  eortiee  in  strikes 
against  the  ensiay,  US  equipment  losses  from  this  battle  were  cne  M  113 
tot41l3r  destroyed,  all  of  the  other  damaged  vehicles  were  repaired  and 
returned  to  combat  duty.  The  weather  on  %  July  1966  was  dry,  ho^  and 
clear.  The  morale  of  the  troops  was  excellent. 


1  Xncl 


/hmdjE,.  CREIGHTON,  ,JB. 
Captbih,  Infantry  / 
Conmanding  Officer 
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DEPaHTlEMT  OF  THE  AHMI 
HEADQUAHTESS  IST  INPANTUY  DIVISION 
17th  Military  History  Dotaohuiont 
APO  San  Francisco  96345 

AVDB-T  1  Kay  1967 

.BATTIE  OF  AP  BnU  BANG 
20  March  1967 

At  1150  hours  19  March  1967  A  Troop  3d  Squadron,  5th  Cavalry,  >inder 
the  command  of  Captain  Raoul  H.  Alcala,  095764,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was 
deployed  into  tlie  perimeter  of  Fire  Support  Base  I4  with  five  officers, 

124  enlisted  men,  20  M-II3  armored  personnel  carriers,  six  M-48A3  tanks 
and  three  M-106  4.2  inch  mortar  carriers.  Their  mission  was  to  occupy 
and  secure  Fire  Support  Base  I4.  They  moved  into  position  at  1150  hours 
19  March  1967  and  organized  a  "wagon  train"  style  perimeter  defense  and 
constructed  "DePuy  foxholes".  This  type  of  foxhole  had  overhead  covering 
and  two  firing  ports  placed  at  A5  degree  angles  from  each  side  and  is 
nasicd  after  its  originator.  Major  General  V/iliiam  E,  DePuy. 

The  intelligence  information  supplied  Captain  Alcala  indicated  the 
BaU  BiVNG  area  was  infested  with  local  force  guerrillas.  These  local 
guerrillas  had  been  conducting  tax  collecting  activities  and  probes 
against  friendly  forces  in  the  area,  also,  a  well-trodden  VC  trail  had 
been  pinpointed  by  incoUigence  one  mile  north  of  BAU  BANG,  The  captain 
decided  to  use  the  2d  platoon,  imder  the  command  of  lit  Harlan  E.  Short, 
05536968,  to  establish  an  ambush  along  the  trail  at  coordinates  XT780487, 
at  1800  hours.  While  the  2d  platoon  was  preparing  the  ambush  site,  the 
perimeter  was  realigned  with  the  1st  platoon,  under  the' command  of  ILt 
Roger  A.  Festa,  05053163,  Orar.ge,  Connecticut,  occupying  the  western  half 
from  6  to  12  o'clock  and  the  3d  platoon  occupying  the  eastern  half  froto 

12  to  6  o'clock.  B  Battery,  7th  Battalion,  9th  Artillery,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Duane  W.  Marion,  05508032,  occupied  the  center  of  the 
perimeter,  A  25  per  cent  alert  status  was  initiated  and  maintained  until 
eneny  activity  coimenced. 

The  VC  Probe; 

The  Battle  of  BAU  BaNG  was  initiated  by  a  VC  probe  at  2250  hours 
19  March  1967.  The  VC  probe  commenced  with  a  herd  of  15  cows  wearing 
bells  crossing  Highway  13  at  a  point  150  meters  northeast  of  the  perimeter 
At  2300  hours,  19  March  1967,  a  vheel  mounted  ,50  calibre  heavy  machine 
gun  opened  fire  on  the  northeast  sector  of  the  perimeter.  The  machine 
gun  was  located  on  a  berm  of  the  railroad  track  which  p>arallels  Highway 

13  thirty  meters  east  of  the  highway.  The  initial  burst  of  fire  wounded 
HfC  Eugene  D,  Rigsby,  US56432117,  San  Francisco,  Celifornia,  in  the  log. 

Tank  number  39,  canmanded  by  Sp4  Eugene  W,  Stevens,  US56423162,  Santa 
Cruz,  California,  opened  fire  on  the  VC  position  with  90mm  high  explosive 
rounds  and  .50  calibre  and  7.62mm  machine  guns.  The  tank  trained  its 
search  light  on  the  VC  position,  and  tracks  number  3O,  32,  and  34  blasted 
away.  Captain  Alcala  requested  artillery  fire  from  Fire  Support  Base  14 
and  LAI  KHE  to  fire  500  meters  to  the  east  of  the  eneny  position  in  order 
to  block  the  Viet  Cong's  escape  route.  Captain  Alcala  with  the  guidance 
received  from  lus  squadron  commaider,  LTC  Sidney  S,  Haszard,  060457, 

Needham,  Massachusetts,  chose  not  to  concentrate  the  mass  of  his  firepower 
on  the  enemy  position.  The  VC  heavy  machine  gun  sprayed  the  perimeter  with 
five  blasts  while  receiving  .  return  fire.  After  this  throe  ninute  fire 
fight  the  VC  machine  gun  was  silent,  and  no  further  action  resulted.  During 
the  fire  fight  an  eneny  ,50  calibre  tracer  round  struck  a  box  of  C-4  on 
track  No.  34,  an  APC,  causing  it  to  burst  into  flames,  Sgt,  James  R,  Musick 
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RA52567890,  St.  Charles,  Virginia,  jnmpod  onto  tho  armored  personnel  carrier 
eind  threw  the  burning  box  of  C-4  off,  burning  his  hands  badly.  Ho  was 
under  steady  enony  fire,  and  one  .50  calibre  round  destroyed  the  M-60 
machine  gun  mounted  on  top  of  the  track.  Ho  jumped  to  tho  ground  and 
attempted  to  extinguish  the  fire  with  sand. 

A  reconnaissance  by  firo  along  the  woodline  was  conducted  by  2Lt  Hiram 
M,  '.Volfe  II,  OFIO9496,  Louisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  track  No.  36.  He  spaced 
the  intervals  of  fire  at  15-20  meters  and  fired  periodically  for  about  an 
hour.  At  2310  hours  Captain  ••leala  reported  to  the  3-5  Cavalry  net  control 
station,  "Firing  has  ceased  now.  We  are  using  infra-rsd  to  scan  the  area 
of  movement.  The  rate  of  fire  received  was  too  r£pid  for  an  M-6D  and  the 
bursts  too  long  for  an  M-16." 

During  this  lull  tho  2d  platoon  remained  on  tho  ambush  site  amd  went 
to  a  50  per  cent  alert;  the  1st  platoon  stayed  at  a  100  per  cent  alert, 
because  it  had  fewer  vehicles;  the  3d  platoon  went  back  to  a  50  per  cent 
alert;  and  the  headquarters  platoon,  reinforcing  the  1st  platoon,  went  to 
a  50  per  cent  alert.  Everything  appeared  to  return  to  normal. 

The  Battle: 

Tho  main  Viet  Cong  assault  began  at  0030  hours  at  Fire  Support  Base 
14  with  an  unknown  number  of  60r.m  mortar  rounds,  rifle  grenades,  IlPG's 
and  reooilless  rifle  fire.  The  initial  mortar  rounds  hit  Lt  Festa's  track 
No.  16  wounding  Sgt  Edward  Brevell,  US54380765,  Port  Arthur,  Texas. 

According  to  SSgt  Ronald  R.  Dokken,  1141^99280,  Ifedison,  i'dsconsin,  the 
VC  heavily  peppered  the  perimeter  for  several  minutes  with 'about  100  rounds 
of  mortar  fire.  He  believed  the  VC  were  zeroed  in  well,  because  the  rounds 
were  accurately  placed  in  and  around  the  perimeter.  Lt  Festa  said,  "The 
VC  mortar  rounds  wore  coming  from  the  west,"  Brigadier  General  James  F7 
Hollingsworth,  0341-55,  Sanger,  Texas,  Assistant  Division  Commander  -  A, 

Ist. Infantry  Division,  said,  "Their  mortar  positions  were  located  from 
1,500  to  2,000  meters  v/est  of  RiU  B/A'G  in  and  around  an  old  village  that 
had  been  destroyed  some  time  in  tho  past.  The  m'.rtar  positions  were 
located  by  radar  from  the  L/iI  KHS  artillery  base.  As  I  recall,  d  uring  the  ' 
battle  they  (the  counter  mortar  fire  radar)  reported  to  mo  that  tho  mortars 
were  firing  from  the  west.  I  understood  the  counter  mortar  radar  played 
an  ir.5)ort&nt  role  in'  picking  fchfim  up.  However,  the  tiost  aocurato  way 
of  pl^ng  up  the  mortars  during  tliis  battle  was  by  the  two  artillery 
observers  that  1  had  airborne  at  the  time,  who  could  sec  the  flasbe  from 
the  mortars.  I  think  that  a  combination  of  both  brought  about  the  location 
of  the  mortars." 

About  the  same  time  that  track  No,  16  was  hit,  track  No.  12  took  direct 
hits  in  tho  front  and  left  side  by  a  recoilloss  rifle  round.  A  small  fire 
erupted  inside,  and  soon  the  entire  M-II3  was  engulfed  in  flares.  The 
track  commander,  SSgt  Glasper  Ihnor,  RA53092987,  Junction  City,  Kansas, 
evacuated  his  three  wounded  crew  members  to  a  nearby  foxhole,  SSgt  Minor 
received  shrapnel  in  both  legs,  Lt  Festa  evacuated  these  wounded  men 
from  their  fojdiole  refuge  later  in  the  battle. 

During  the  initial  attack,  tanks  No,  38  and  39  of  the  3<1  platoon 
were  hit.  Tank  No.  38  was  hit  in  the  searchlight  and  then  in  the  turret, 
wounding  tho  tank  gurner,  Sp4  Ronald  Davis,  US54383541^  Barnsdalo,  Oklahcmi. 
Tank  No,  39  took  hits  in  the  sponson  box,  tho  blower  motors,  and  'che  air 
cleaner.  No  one  was  injured  on  tank  No  39,  and  both  tanks  remained  in 
the  battle. 
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Curing  the  mortar  and  anti-tapk  boEibardmcnt,  Captain  /JLcala  maintained 
contact  with  his  squadron  coixiander.  Small  arms  and  automtio  weapons  fire 
hailed  into  the  perimotor,  and  the  fomard  movement  of  enemy  troops  was 
detected. 

At  apprcacunsitoly  GOltio  hours  Viet  Cong  infantry  began  a  ground  assault 
on  the  perimeter  from  the  southwest^  wost,  southeast  and  northeast.  The 
assault  from  the  northeast  appeared  to  be  only  a  diversion.  The  advancing 
Viet  Cong  laid  down  a  base  of  firo  and  moved  steadily  forward,  keeping 
close  to  the  ground.  Captain  AlcalA  said,  "Their  attack  was  v;ell  coordinated 
with  their  mortar  fire.  Kot  until  they  came  out  into  the  open  from  the 
trees  did  we  realise  how  big  an  attack  it  was,"  The  men  on  the  battlefield 
observed  most  of  the  VC  wearing  black  pajamas  or  fatigues  of  dark  cloth. 

Some  VC  had  olive  drab  fatigues  and  khakis.  All  of  the  observable  VC  wore 
Ho  Chi  Minh  sandals.  Lt  Festa  said,  "Their  weapons  were  clean,  oiled  and 
well  cared  for.  Their  ammunition  was  in  plastic  bags  or  bandoleer  ammo 
pouches.  The  ammo  in  the  bandoleers  was  wrapped  in  olive  drab  plastic  bags. 
They  all  had  entrenching  tools,  about  one  pound  of  unpolished  rice,  and 
moat  had  M-1  bayonets.  Those  vdio  had  Mauser  rifles  had  their  bayonets 
fixed  for  a  charge.  Thoir  medics  had  a  regular  well  equipp^  kit." 

At  0050  hours  Captain  Alcala  reported  to  his  headquarters  that  he 
could  handle  the  attack;  however,  he  asked  that  a  ready  reaction  force  bo 
readied  in  case  it  was  needed.  LTC  Haszard  acknowledged  this  request 
and  alerted  the  1st  platoon  of  B  Troop  and  the  3d  platoon  of  C  Troop, 

.  Those  platoons  were  instructed  to  move  to  the  area  and  hook  up  with  A  Troop, 

It  became  evident  to  the  squadron  commander,  after  noticing  the  growing 

size  of  the  enemy  offensive,  that  he  should  move  his  commnd  element  to 

the  scene  of  the  battle.  Captain  Alcala  was  given  permission  to  alert 

his  2d  platoon,  on  the  anfcush  site,  to  prepare  for  movement  into  the  perimeter. 

Second  lieutenant  Wolfe  detected  VC  movement  in  his  3d  platoon  sector. 
Track  No,  30,  a  4.2  inch  mortar  carrier,  fired  night  illumination  into  the 
3d  platoon  iirea.  The  illumination  lit  the  area  effectively  and  made  it 
possible  to  see  VC  troops  crossing  the  road  in  an  east  to  west  direction, 

Lt  Wolfe  ordered  his  platoon  to  commence  firing;  the  VC  wore  stopped  ■ 
suddenly  by  the  steady  volume  of  fire.  The  Americans  noted  that  the  VC 
had  failed  to  make  their  customary  soutKls  of  charge,  bugles,  and  j^ebel'.v' 
yells  during  their  advance,  Lt  Wolfo  said,  "1  tldnk  they  were  moving  in 
quietly  under  the  cover  of  darkness  to  mass  for  an  all  out  attack  6n  the 
perimotor," 

The  commander  of  track  No,  38,  SSgt  George  Hua,  RA29034003,  Kona, 

Hawaii,  said,  "I  got  two  hits  on  top  of  ny  turret  from  a  60iara  mortar, 
and  two  hits  struck  the  giai  shield  below  the  gun  tube  from  a  rccoilless 
rifle.  The  enuny  rounds  glanced  off  and  did  not  penetrate  the  armor. 

The  shock  from  the  explosives  popped  open  the  hatch,  wounding  the  driver, 

Sp4  Jamos  Carter,  US54372312,  Cleveland,  Texas,  in  the  neck,  chest  and  legs, 

I  tried  to  evacuate  him,  but  ho  refused  to  leave  tho  vehicle  until  I  loft. 
Another  eneny  round  hit  the  blast  deflector  of  the  main  gun,  so  we  <■  'ned 
fire  '.dth  everything  wo  could  get  ow  hands  on," 

At  0100  nours  Captain  Alcala  was  informed  that  a  flareship  with  mini¬ 
guns,  called  "Spooky  742",  and  a  light  fire  team  of  helicopter  gunships 
wore  available  and  would  bo  in  position  shortly. 

Tho  communist  Iroops  from  the  southv/ost  wore  now  hitting  the'  perimeter 
hard.  Track  No.  10,  a  M-106,  radioed  SSgt  Dokken  in  track  No,  17,  and 
said,  "They  are  svrarming  all  over  iisy  track;  dust  me  with  cannistcr."  SSgt 
Dokken  hesitated;  ho  was  afraid  of  the  effects  of  the  cannistcr  on  the 
crow  of  track  No,  10,  Track  No,  10  answered,  "Ify  people  are  down,  shoot!" 
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SSgt  Florontino  Catudan,  RA50008329,  Batac,  Phillipines,  commander 
of  track  No.  10,  had  a  wovinded  mar.,  Sp4  Richard  B,  Abke>  US5589/i203,  St. 
Claris  Shores,  Kichiean,  Realizing  the  seriousness  of  the  situation, 

SSgt  Dokken  fired  four  or  five  cannisters  in  the  direction  of  track  No.  10. 
The  commander  of  track  No,  11,  SSgt  Rafael  Ramos-Rosario,  RA50109A63, 

Codra,  Puerto  Rico  also  asked  for  a  dusting  of  cannister.  Tank  No  17  fired 
a  couple  of  rounds  of  cannister  to  the  front  of  track  No.  11,  killing  the 
attacking  Viet  Cong,  Once  again  SSgt  Catudan  radioed  for  help.  He  was 
pleading,  "Give  no  your  cannistorj  they're  still  coming.  Help  me  please!" 
SSgt  Ockkon  fired  one  cannister  round  in  answer  to  SSgt  Catudan' s  call, 
wnen  suddenly  track  No.  10  was  hit  by  five  mortar  rounds,  and  burst  into 
a  ball  of  flames,  SSgt  Dokken  s^lid,  "I  could  see  people  all  around  the 
track,  1  hoped  the  pyooplc  around  the  track  were  tho  crow,  so  I  oo\ildn't 
continue  firing  tliero,  1  continued  to  fire  on  r.y  sector  of  the  western 
side  of  the  P'-rinctor,"  Track  No.  10  continued  to  burn,  while  the  wounded 
crew  escaped,  Tho  crow  of  this  track.  No,  10  was  SSgt  Catudan,  Sp4  Abke, 

PFC  Steve  Lopez,  US56i*2538A,  Froemont,  California,  and  SpA  Ted  Taylor, 
US6/t000372,  Chinle,  Arizona,  PFC  Lopez  was  evacuated  and  lauer  died  of 
his  wounds  in  the  hospital.  SpA  Taylor,  wounded  with  shrapnel  in  the  back, 
chose  to  remain  on  tho  battlefield  and  did  not  tell  anyone  he  was  wounded 
until  daybreak,  Tho  track  burned  for  15  minutes  aivi  tlicn  exploded.  It  was 
then  that  track  No.  17  sprayed  the  area  with  additional  cannister. 

At  0126  hours  Captain  Alcala  received  permission  to  recall  the  already 
alortod  2d  pLatoon  from  the  ambush  site  to  the  belsaguerod  perimeter, 

Bravo  and  Charlie  Troop  elements,  readied  to  fight,  were  oi’dored  to  move 
to  Fire  Support  Base  li*.  At  O3IO  hours  the  3-5  Cavalry  squadron  commander 
reported  the  following  message  to  his  1st  Brigade,  which  vras  also  under 
the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division:  "A  Troop  is  being 
hit  hard.  Have  just  sent  reaction  force.  Also,  they  are  receiving  heavy 
dismounted  action." 

As  the  2d  platoon,  under  the  conmand  of  Lt  Short,  loft  the  ambush  site 
to  go  to  the  periaoter,  t.iey  exploded  their  previously  distributed  claymores 
and  trip  flares.  The  tracks  and  tanks  of  the  2d  platoon  then  headed  south 
on  Highway  13  to  their  troop  perimeter  at  top  speed.  They  put  out 
continuous  bursts  of  ,50  calibre  fire  to  ward  off  any  would-be  attackers, 

Lt  Short  said,  "He  didn't  believe  the  VC  fired  on  them  on  their  way  down 
the  hightvay."  T!io  2d  platoon  filled  in  the  gaps  in  the  hard  jTessed 
soutliern  half  of  tho  perimeter. 

Just  prior  to  the  return  of  the  2d  platoon,  track  No,  34  at  the 
norshern  portion  of  the  perimeter  was  hit  by  a  reooillcss  rifle  round  vhich 
penetrated  the  engine  and  entered  the  troop  compeirtment  vrounding  Sgt  Robert 
A.  Tydingoo,  TLi500101/fA,  Guam,  His  report  to  Lt  Vfolfo  indicated  that 
although  the  track  had  been  hit  it  was  still  operative.  Throe  minutes 
after  track  No.  34  was  hit,  track  No,  36,  with  Lt  'Jolfe  received  a  direct 
hit.  Lt  'rfolfe  said,  "The  shot  hit  ny  track  in  the  rear,  as  I  had  previously 
turned  tho  track  to  the  northeast  to  get  a  better  field  of  fire  with  ny 
M-60  machine  gun  on  tho  attacking  VC  troops,  Tlie  round  penetrated  ny  track's 
right  rear  fender  and  left  a  big  hole.  By  that  time  tlio  VC  were  too  close 
to  no'  line  of  tracks,  so  I  moved  ny  line  of  ti-acks  about  25  or  30  meters 
back  tavicxC  the  artillery  positions,"  As  the  tracks  moved  back  to  realign 
the  per.imetcr,  track  No,  16  remained  stationary.  He  had  lost  communications 
temporarily.  It  was  0115  hours  when  the  eastern  half  of  the  perimeter 
completed  the  realignment. 
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Lt  Wolfe's  track,  No.  36,  was  hit  again  with  an  nPG-2  wounding  the 
entire  crew,  including  Lt  Wolfe.  The  track  had  become  taingled  in  the 
defensive  barbed  wire.  The  track  entangled  itself  and  was  now  given 
protection  tracks  33  and  35  on  its  flanks.  Upon  gaining  its  new  position, 
the  wounded  wore  evacuated  to  the  medical  clearing  tent  that  had  boon 
erected  in  the  center  of  the  perimeter.  The  center  area  provided  enough 
clearance  for  a  helicepter  to  land. 

As  soon  as  the  2d  platoon  secured  their  positions  in  the  perimeter 
they  were  hit  with  reooillcss  rifle  and  grenade  fire.  Lt  Short  said, 

"V/lien  I  pulled  into  position  qp  platoon  pulled  into  the  south.  Then  I 
got  a  call  from  Captain  Alcala  to  move  a  couple  of  ny  elements  to  the 
north  to  fill  a  gap  that  existed  there.  I  called  ny  platoon  sergeant  to 
position  the  rest  of  the  tracks.  I  took  ny  tank.  No.  27,  and  tank  Mo,  29 
to  a  position  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  perimeter  facing  north. 

Then  I  got  a  call  from  Captain  illcala  to  extend  the  perimeter.  I  puUc'd 
ny  tank  up  about  35  to  40  meters  due  north.  As  1  was  moving  forward  the 
searchlight  of  tank  No,  29  was  hit  by  a  recoilless  rifle  round.  He 
continued  to  fire  back  at  the  Viet  Cong,  and  idiile  I  was  moving  with  him 
I  was  hit  on  the  gunshiold  by  a  recoilloss  rifle  round.  The  shock  of  the 
round  knocked  out  the  track  driver  as  he  halted  the  track.  Two  more  rounds 
hit  and  penetrated  the  left' side  of  the  turret  wounding  the  gunner,  Sp4 
nichard  L.  Hill,  US54381969,  Goldsboro,  Texas," 

Massive  quantities  of  artillery  fire  were  employed  during  the  battle. 
Brigadier  General  Hollingsworth  said,  "We  continued  to  press  the  attack 
with  artillery  from  Lil  KKE,  We  had  a  battery  of  105mm  howitzers,  A  Battery 
of  the  7-9  ilrtillery,  a  corps  ai-tillery  element;  and  Battery  of  the  8-6 
Artillery,  from  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  which  is  a  155mm  self-propelled 
artillery  unit.  During  the  preparation  and  firing  of  artillery  into  the 
enoi-y  position,  and  the  intensification  of  our  ovm  fires  on  the  perimeter, 
wo  started  setting  ud  edrstrikes.  We  called  for  the  Air  Force  flare  ship, 
commonly  known  as  "Spooky."  At  the  same  time,  we  called  in  our  own  light 
fire  teams  to  augment  certain  parts  of  the  perimeter, . and  by  about  0200 
hour?  in  the  morning  wo  had  artillery  covering  the  west  and  the  southwest 
sides  of  the  ixjrineter.  Wc  had  gunships  covering  the  cast  side  of  the 
perimeter," 

At  about  0145  hours,  the  Ist  platoon  of  B  Troop,  3-5  Cavalry  arrived 
at  the  position.  On  their  way  down  Highway  13,  at  0143  hours,  they 
blasted  their  way  fnrough  an  ambush  hastily  sot  up  just  north  of  the 
perimuter.  The  3d  platoon  of  C  Troop,  moving  up  from  the  south,  also  I'sn 
through  a  b''rrage  of  eneny  fire  before  reaching  the  jorimeter  of  Fire 
Support  Base  1/f,  Both  cavalry  units  moved  into  the  perimeter  \dthout 
suffering  ary  damage  or  casualties. 

The  3d  platoon  of  C  Troop  was  attached  to  A  Troop  at  0127  hours, 
nt  that  time,  Capteia  Alcala  had  the  platoon  deploy  on  a  cavalry  sweep 
1,500  meters  south  of  the  perimeter.  They  turned  off  Highway  13  and 
proceeded  to  the  west  in  an  echelon-right  formation,  firing  north  as  they 
moved.  The  Viet  Cong  were  using  a  sector  of  the  old  rubber  plantation 
for  assembly  areas  to  concentrate  their  attacks  on  the  perimeter.  When 
the  cavalry  platoon  moved  into  a  position  to  block  along  the  sector  of 
rubber  from  the  south  toward  the  north.  Captain  iilcala  hod  the  platoon 
sit  in  that  position  for  about  20  minutes.  Then  he  moved  this  armored 
force  in  a  sweep  through  very  light  jungle  to  the  west  and  then  to  the 
northwest  to  come  around  to  a  position  that  was  1,500  meters  to  the  southwest 
or  7:30  o'clock  from  the  perimeter.  Again  the  armored  force  fired  at  the 
VC  in  the  direction  of  the  perimeter  as  they  moved.  While  they  were  at 
this  position  southwest  of  the  perimeter,  airstrikes  wore  due  to  come  in 
and  Captain  Alcala  gave  the  platoon  orders  to  double  back  and  proceed  to 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  perimeter.  This  p>latoon  closed  into  the 
perimeter  area  at  0220  hours, 
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When  t.ie  B  Troop  element  arrived,  they  moved  around  to  the  south, 
just  outside  of  the  perimeter,  shooting  as  they  went.  Then  they  moved 
inside  the  perimeter  and  occupied  positions  botvjeen  the  A  Troop  vehicles 
on  the  western  half  of  the  perimeter  from  6  to  12  o'clock,  hlien  the  C 
Tro..p  element  closed  the  perimeter  area  they,  too,  swept  around  the  area 
firing  at  the  stunned  Viet  Cong  as  they  movod.  They  then  moved  into 
positioiis  between  the  i.  Troop  vehicles  on  the  eastern  half  of  the 
perimeter,  from  12  to  6  o'clock, 

.it  this  point  the  perimeter  of  Fire  Support  Base  14  contained  B 
Battery,  1-7  io^tillery,  all  of  a  Troop,  3-5  Cavalry,  the  1st  platoon  of 
B  Troop,  3-5  Cavalry,  and  the  3d  platoon  of  C  Troop,  3-5  Cavalry.  This 
was  a  large  amount  of  armor  for  the  size  of  the  perimeter,  and  Captain 
Alcala  decided  to  expand  the  perimeter.  The  armored  force  all  around  tne 
perimeter  co.mtcr-att»oked  at  about  0220  hows  to  regain  the  Ifi  meters 
that  had  b>-en  lost  from  the  original  perimeter. 

The  number  10  and  12  tracks  had  been  burning  all  this  time,  Lt  Festa 
moved  forward  with  two  M-113  tracks  to  evacuate  the  wounded  ii»n  who  were 
lying  in  a  hole  near  the  burning  vehicles.  During  this  time  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  perimeter  was  under  heavy  attack.  Lt  Festa  said,  "On  top 
of  the  burning  armored  ixsrsonnel  carrier  I  found  three  VC  trying  to  get 
the  . 50  calibre  machine  gun- off,  1  shot  two  of  them,  and  SpA  Abelardo 
Penedo,  US6600140i,  Long  Beach,  California,  on  the  No,  24  track  told  me 
ho  got  the  other  one."  ..s  tracks  No.  21  and  24  movod  forward  they  saw 
five  Viet  Ceng  attacking  the  foxhole  containing  the  wounded  men  from 
tracks  No,  10  and  12.  The  attacking  VC  were  immediately  taken  under  fire 
and  killed.  Sp4  Penedo  and  Lt  Festa  jumped  from  their  tracks  and  ran 
over  to  help  recover  the  wounded.  S3£^  Minor  was  one  of  the  wounded.  He 
was  placed  inside  Lt  Festa's  personnel  carrier.  Tho  wounded  were  then 
taken  back  to  the  medics.  This  evacuation  of  wounded  under  fire  began 
at  about  0245  hours  and  lasted  until  about  0315  hours. 

At  the  same  time,  the  squadron  coimnander,  LTC  Kaszarti,  in  an  M-113 
and  followed  by  another  14-113,  moved  up  Highway  13  and  drove  into  the 
heaviest  part  of  tho  Viet  Cong  attack,  where  a  seal  of  US  artillery  fire 
had  been  placed,  as  tho  squadron  coianander's  track  came  within  sight  of 
the  perimeter,  his  vehicle  was  struck  by  either  an  artillery  or  a 
rocoilless  rifle  round.  The  round  knocked  out  his  engine  and  killed  his 
right  gunner.  Two  ndnutos  earlier  LTC  Haszard  had  been  acting  as  the 
right  gunner. 

Captain  .ilcala,  on  seeing  the  squadron  commander's  track  stopped  by 
a  direct  hit,  sent  a  tank,  No,  C-37,  forward  to  assist  in  the  recovery  of 
the  damaged  M-113.  Brigadier  General  Hollingsworth  observed  the  action 
and  s.iivl,  "LTC  Haszard  performed  a  very  gallant  act  under  fire  when  he 
dismounted  his  vehi.cle  and  proceeded  to  move  the  escort  vehicle  into 
position  to  tow  his  damaged  vehicle  into  the  perimeter,  I  discussed  with  him 
at  that  time  the  importance  of  his  getting  into  the  perimeter  and  getting 
tied  in  with  the  a  Troop  commander.  Communications  at  this  time  are  very 
vital  to  tlie  success  of  a  battle,  and  I  was  particularly  interested  in 
his  getting  inside  the  perimeter  so  that  in  case  the  troop  commander's 
coBsaunications  were  knocked  out,  I  would  still  have  communications  with 
the  forces  on  the  ground," 

VIhen  LTC  Haszard's  track  was  knocked  out  between  tho  perimeter  and 
the  roaid,  he  didn't  believe  the  VC  were  as  close  to  the  perimeter  as  they 
actually  were.  Even  Captain  Alcala  didn't  believe  the  Viet  Cong  wore 
near  the  area  where  the  squadron  commander's  track  was  stopped.  Captain 
Alcala's  cannister  rounds,  machine  guns,  and  high  explosives  had  been 
pounding  that  area  for  about  two  hours,  Vfhen  LTC  Haszard  dismounted  his 
track  there  were  VC  in  his  immediate  area  which  he  had  to  ward  off  before 
he  could  hook  his  vehicle  to  the  tow  line. 

6 

CO.Vi-i  OEA/r/A  E 


Co/\/FIDEA/T/au 

Just  buforc  tho  squadron  cotmnder.gfct  Ms  command  track  and  croup 
into  tho  perimeter,  Lt  Short's  No,  27  tank  took  a  hit  from  a  recoilless 
rifle  round  which  penetrated  tho  turret,  killing  hie  loader,  PFC  James 
Haggard,  HA25515472,  Louisiana,  and  throwing  Lt  Short  out  of  the  tank. 

Lt  Short  said,  "I  climbed  back  up  on  the  tank,  but  1  couldn't  get  ny 
driver,  Sp4.  Kenneth  Hiller,  US55869005,  Flint,  Michigan,  to  answer;  so 
I  wont  up  to  the  front  of  ny  tank  to  try  to  talk  to  him,  WMle  1  was 
standing  there  the  No.  29  tank  to  ny  left  called  on  the  radio  to  ny  driver 
and  told  him  to  back  up.  Wo  then  backed  up  the  tank  to  a  position 
beside  tho  medic's  track.  Sgt  Stevens  got  off  No.  29  track  while  Sp4 
Ponodo  came  over  to  help  me  pull  sy  loader  out  of  the  turret.  After  I 
got  the  rest  of  tho  crow  out  of  tho  tank  I  spent  about  15  minutes  or  so 
carrying  tho  wounded  from  No.  44  track  to  the  dust  off  area.  Penedo  and 
I  got  back  on  No.  27  track  and  blasted  away  at  the  VC,  Sgt  Stevens, 
whose  wounds  were  unknoTO  to  me  at  the  time,  got  back  onto  his  No,  29  tank. 
After  I  moved  ny  tank  back  into  the  fight  I  didn't  receive  anyinore  eneny 
rounds.  The  fighting  to  the  south  was  quite  heavy  now." 

Another  VC  round  hit  and  gl'Uiced  off  the  No,  38  tank  of  SSgt  George 
Hua,  SSgt  Douglas  B,  Casey,  aA54052576>  Shreveport,  Louisiana  said,  "I 
told  ny  driver  to  shift  over  to  cover  tank  No,  38*3  position  and  to  move 
us  into  direct  line  with  the  VC  gunner.  The  tanks  blasted  away  at  the 
VC  anti-tank  position.  Then  tank  No,  38  took  another  Mt  which  took  the 
.50  calibre  macMnc  gun  out  of  SSgt  Hua's  hands.  SSgt  Hua  then  returned 
back  to  Ms  cupola  and  told  me  he  was  okay.  We  both  fired  at  the  VC 
recoillcss  position  and  knocked  it  out,"  The  time  was  now  about  0300  hours 
and  tho  VC  commenced  another  attack  in  tho  southern  sector  of  the  perimeter. 

It  appeared  to  Captain  Alcala  and  Ms  troops  that  tMs  attack  was 
an  attempt  to  recover  VC  bodies.  They  noted  that  the  VC  troops  were 
attacking  in  a  line  of  skLrmishors,  but  imaediately  behind  them  were 
unarmed  troopss  with  ropes  and  wire  with  hooks  to  recover  the  bodies  left 
the'  battlefield.  Tho  attacking  enery  force  got  almost  as  close  as  on 
the  other  attacks  before  being  atopp^  about  15  meters  in  front  of  the 
perimeter.  Again,  the  attacking  VC  got  too  close  for  Lt  Wolfe's  platoon 
to  continue  to  deliver  effective  fire  with  their  tank  guns.  So  again, 
the  line  was  pulled  back  on  tho  east---n  side  of  the  perimeter  20  meters, 
and  ,  again,  after  the  VC  were  killeu  the  lino  was  reorganized  and  the 
original  positions  retaken. 

During  this  attack  at  0300  hours,  airstrikes  and  "dragon  sMps"  were 
emplcyed  on  the  attacking  Viet  Cong.  The  airstrikes  were  to  continue  to 
pound  tho  Viet  Cong  positions  until  about  0700  hours  that  morning. 

According  to  Captain  Alcala,  "Tho  initial  airstrikes  were  from  south  to 
north  on  cho  oast  side  of  Highway  13.  It  appeared  at  that  tine  that  the 
source  of  the  attacks  was  in  tho  east  to  northeast  side  of  tho  highway. 

Thero  was  a  berm  by  tho  road  and  a  railroad  bed  that  was  used  for  cover 
and  concealment  by  the  VC,  Also  thero  was  good  jungle  foliage  for 
concealment,  and  there  was  a  creek  bed  which  the  VC  could  use  for  limited 
cover.  Subsequent  airstrikes  hit  the  rubber  tree  line  to  the  south  of  the 
P'urimotor.  The  later  attacks  actually  broke  up  the  Viet  Cong  attacks  and 
caused  the  oneny  to  stop  attacking  and  fall  back  in  the  southeast.  In 
other  places  along  tho  360  degree  perimeter  tho  Viet  Cong  could  not  easiy 
fall  back  because  of  tho  large  amount  of  open  space  they  had  to  cross.  As 
a  result,  those  VC  vdio  tried  to  withdraw  in  tho  west,  north,  and  northeast 
wore  cut  down  by  the  largo  volume  of  fire  directed  on  them,  Tho  southeast 
corner  offered  them  tho  only  good  route  of  withdrawal.  After  about  30 
mlnutos  of  airstriker  cn  the  north-south  axis  oast  of  the  perimeter,  tho 
airstrikes  sMfted  to  ah  oast-west  axis  south  of  the  perimeter  and  continued 
there  until  0400  hours. 
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During  the  battle,  resupply  and  dust  off  missions  were  mde  by  the 
1st  Infantry  Division  operations  center  under  the  direction  of  LTC  Paul 
F,  Gornan,  062379,  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3,  1st  Infantry  Division, 
also,  during  a  battle  of  this  ocalo,  the  ,50  calibre  and  7.62nim  machine 
guns  expend  ammunition  very  heavily.  It  Wolfe  said,  ammo  was  getting 
low  at  around  0345  hours,  X  had  about  700  rounds  of  ,50  calibre  ammo, 
and  about  1,000  rounds  of  7.62mm  ammo  left  after  the  main  assaults  were 
beaten  back.  1  had  originally  a  triple  basic  load  and  had  fired  over 
two  loads.  The  VC  had  backed  off  in  other  sectors  of  the  perinwter,  but 
they  had  not  done  so  in.  ny  sector,  as  the  ground  to  the  southeast  had 
many  holes  and  dips  whioh  made  movemant  in  this  sector  easiest  for  them. 

Also  wo  now  »«cupied  the  weakest  part  of  the  perimeter,  as  all  of  ny 
trMKS  had  been  hit  and  almost  all  of  our  weapons  were  not  functioning,” 

Just  prior  to  0445  hours,  the  resupply  and  evacuation  of  the  wounded 
was  completed,  "At  about  0330  hours  in  tho  morning  the  VC  fire  slackened 
off  to  the  point  that  I  felt  that  I  could  first  get  tho  wounded  out,”  said 
Brigadier  General  Hollingsworth,  The  general  wont  on  to  say,  ”I  want  to 
state  that  one  of  tho  imixirtant  points  in  this  battle  was  t  lat  tho  artillery 
and  the  airstrikes  continued  during  tho  evacuation  of  the  wounded.  Of  the 
63  men  wounded  we  evacuated  26.  Many  soldiers  were  only  slightly  wounded, 
and  they  chose  to  stay  in  their  positions  manning  their  weapons  during 
this  battle.  In  the  meantime,  ny  judgement  indicated,  from  past  experiences 
with  the  VC,  that  there  is  no  eucstion  that  this  was  a  regimental  size 
attack." 

At  0500  hours  tho  Viet  Cong  began  to  launch  their  final  attack,  from 
tho  south  and  southeast.  At  that  tine,  a  CBU  air strike  by  F-100»s  started 
to  come  in  from  east  to  west  in  the  area  south  and  southeast  of  the  perimeter. 
At  the  same  time,  the  artillery  continued  to  fire  ecst  of  the  84  grid  line. 
Following  the  CBU  attack  a  napalm  airstriko  was  placed  in  tho  same  general 
area.  Artillery  fire  was  also  siilfted  to  fall  to  the  north  of  thp  perimeter, 
to  cover  possible  escape  routes  northeast  of  HighwAV  13  along  the  railroad 
tracks,  the  stream  bed,  and  the  trail. 

At  0500  hours  tho  airstrikes  were  brought  back  into  the  area  to  break 
up  the  concentration  of  VC  troops  in  the  rubber  trees.  Realizing  that 
the  VC  wore  assembling  in  tho  rubber  for  a  final  assault.  Brigadier  General 
Hollingsworth  asked  LTC  Gorman  to  stack  at  least  four  flights  of  air 
support  to  bo  ready  on  station  at  0500  hours.  During  the  night  the  general 
planned  to  move  tho  air  attacks  from  the  oast  across  to  the  southern  part 
of  the  sectoi’,  bringing  in  napalm  and  CBU,  The  general  then  planned  to 
move  them  across  tho  southwest  and  finally,  work  CBU,  napalm,  and  bombs 
along  the  westoi-n  sides  of  the  sector,  while  moving  the  artillery  further 
to  tho  west  into  an  area  to  which  ho  expected  the  VC  to  withdraw.  The 
general  said,  "I  chose  to  move  the  airstrikes  at  O45O  hours,  I  shifted 
the  artillery  to  the  west,  and  I  began  the  airstrikes  across  the  southern 
part  of  the  perimeter  with  the  idea  in  mind  that  I'd  move  them  to  tho 
southwest  and  then  to  tho  west.  It  just  so  happened  that  the  final  assault 
of  the  VC  started  at  0500  hours.  With  tho  assistance  of  flares  and  tank 
searchlights  that  were  shining  in  tho  area,  wo  could  see  tho  assault  moimting. 
Thirty  seconds  away  from  the  area  in  which  the  final  assault  was  to  occur 
and  >li'i  occur  were  two  F-lOO's  ready  to  deliver  CBU,  nS  tho  VC  got  up  to 
make  their  final  assault,  they  were  met  by  the  CBU  from  the  F-lOO's," 

Captain  alcala  and  Lt  Wolfe  saw  one  of  the  F-lOO's  making  a  pass  from 
east  to  west.  Lt  V/olfc  said,  "I  saw  the  CBU  explode  while  he  was  on  top 
of  it.  He  probably  released  it  too  soon."  Capitain  alcala  said,  "Ho  tried 
to  gain  altitude  by  banking  to  the  left  and  then  up.  The  aircraft  went 
into  what  looked  like  a  stall  pjosition  when  his  engine  quit.  Ho  then  crashed," 
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lA  Wolfe  said,  "During  the  CBU  attrxk  tho  F-lOO  that  crashed  made  his  run 
at  an  altitude  of  only  50  feet  above  the  trees.  Brigadier  General 
Hollingsworth's  corauent  was,  "Wo  lost  in  the  battle  one  F-lOO,  and  1  am 
not  certain  vdiethcr  the  aircraft  was  shot  down  or  it  developed  some 
mechanical  problem,  Tho  final  assault  on  the  VC,  however,  was  ended,  and 
the  small  arms  fire  from  the  VC  ceased.  The  battle  was  now  left  to  the 
airstrikes  and  the  artillery  fire," 

The  F-lOO  crashed  2,000  meters  east-southeast  of  Fire  Support  Base 
14' s  perimeter  at  coordinates  11830447,  At  about  0815  hours  C  Troop, 

1-4  Cavalry  tried  to  land  their  helicoitors  at  the  crash  site,  but  heavy 
enemy  ground  fire  forced  their  helicopters  to  take  altitude  without  grounding 
tho  troops.  Observations  made  by  D  Troop  1-4  Cavalry  personnel  wrre  that 
the  F-lOO  pilot's  j'arachutc  opened  when  he  hit  the  ground.  At  about  0900 
hours,  aftor  a  light  fire  team  had  worked  over  tho  area>  the  troops  landed 
at  the  crash. site  and  recovered  the  dead  pilot's  body. 

At  0700  hours  tho  final  airstrike  was  placed  on  the  withdrawing  Viet 
Cong.  Brigadier  General  Hollingsworth  then  landed  at  Fire  Support  Base 
14  and  met  with  ITC  Haszard.  Instructions  had  already  been  issued  to  the 
cavalry  at  Fire  Support  Base  14  to  move  out  at  daybreak  to  attack  in  order 
to  pick  up  the  wounded,  the  prisoners,  tho  abandoned  weapons,  and  to  count 
tho  dead.  At  0947  hours  C  Troop  1-4  Cavalry  wont  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  1st  .Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  which  at  the  time  of 
this  battle  was  under  the  operational  control  of  the  BIG  RED  OtE,  C  Troop 
1-4  Cavalry  then  assumed  the  mission  of  A  Troop  3-5  Cavalry, 

After  tho  battle  was  over,  LTC  Haszard  delivered  to  tho  men  who  had 
teiken  part  in  the  battle  the  following  message,  "I  am  extremely  proud  of 
every  man  in  this  unit  for  their  actions  last  night.  However,  there  are 
still  many  VC  in  the  area.  Therefore,  you  must  take  all  precautions, 

I  vrant  you  to  have  reaction  forces  ready  for  all  elements  in  tlie  way  that 
you  did  today,  I  must  have  any  weapons  that  have  been  claimed  as  souvenirs. 
They  will  be  returned,  I  promise.  Sweep  operations  tomorrow  must  be  done 
thoroughly.  Insure  that  perimeters  tonight  are  the  best  possible." 

.if ter  the  b.'ittle  was  over,  at  1210  hours,  Brigadier  General 
Hollingsworth  gave  tho  following  message  to  the  1st  Division  G-5!  "Print 
up  news  leaflets  addressed  to  Commanding  General,  9th  VC  Division  telling 
him  that  his  battalion  commanders  and  regimental  commanders  of  the  273d 
VC  Rogimant  have  loft  tho  b.attlefiold  covered  with  dead  and  wounded  and 
that  wc  don't  consider  this  very  soldierly.  We  intend  to  bury  his  dead 
for  him,  but  wanted  him  to  know  what  his  commanders  did,  so  he  can  take 
disciplinary  action,"  Brigadier  General  Hollingsworth  knew  that  the  VC 
have  self-criticism  prograass,  and  they  discuss  such  things  as  how  well 
the  battalion  commander,  the  company  coiwiandor,  and  tho  political  officers 
have  p;erformod  in  battles.  During  Operations  CEDiVR  FjVLLS  and  JUNCTION 
CITI,  he  noticed  that  several  battalion  commanders  had  been  reduced  in 
rank  along  with  the  political  officers  because  they  had  left  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  battlefield. 

Results s 

The  Battle  of  AF  EVU  BAMJ  II  resulted  in  the  following  losses:  22'’ 

VC  KL\  (BC),  and  3  VC  WIA  captured.  Captured  enemy  equipment  included; 

1  Chioom  typ>e  57  machine  gun,  1  Chicom  type  58  machine  gun,  1  Chieem’  type 
56  machine  gun,  1  Chioom  typo  50  sub-mchine  gun,  2  C.bicom  56  rifles,  2B-40 
rocket  launchers,  1  US  Eul,  2  AK-47's,  74  Chioom  grenades,  1,185  crimp 
cartridges,  33  rifle  grenades,  1  US  grenade,  37  K50  magazines,  8  E'dl 
nagazines,  19  jiK-47  magazines,  10  B-40  rockets,  2  57™  rounds,  3  75™  rounds, 
9  drum  magazines  for  Chicom  58,  1  base  plato  60mra  mortar,  2  lbs  TNT, 
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16  hammocks,  3  VC  gas  masKS,  26  camteens,  7  ponchos,  1  lantern,  2  machetes, 

1  grappling  hook  with  a  50  foot  rope,  1  US  bayonet  scabbard,  10  pistol 
belts,  1  field  pack,  IB  entrenching  tools,  3  picks,  misc  inuividual 
clothing,  and  15  lbs  of  documents.  Destreyed  enecy  equipment  was  i  B-AO 
rocket  launcher,  1  TA-312  tolej^ono,  1  B-AO  round  and  231  uniforms. 

Cai?tured  enoiiy  prisoners  identified  the  attackers  as  the  2d  and  3d 
Battalions  of  the  273d  VC  Hcgincnt  and  one  local  guerrilla  company.  US 
intelligonco  bclicvos  that  the  entire  273d  Hegimcnt  took  part  in  the  attack 
Oh  Firo  Support  Base  lA. 

Friendly  losses  during  the  battle  were  3  US  KHA  and  63  US  VJHA  (26 
evacuated).  Friendly  equipment  destroyed  was  1  M-113  emd  1  M-106. 

Friendly  equipment  damaged  was  5  M-A8A3  tanks  and  11  lt-113  i’lPC’s. 

In  support  of  the  US  forces  in  Fire  Supi'ort  Base  lA  was  an  overwhelming 
amount  of  artillery  and  airpower  placed  on  the  attacking  VC  forces.  There 
was  a  total  of  29  sorties  flown,  dropping  25  tons  of  ordnance  on  the  Viet 
Cong.  Tho  artillery  fired  2,1AC  rounds  of  105mm,  688  rounds  of  155njn, 

39  rounds  of  175nm,  and  69  rounds  of  8  inch  howitzer  ammunition. 

The  following  statistics  reflect  tho  amount  of  ammunition  expenditure 
of  the  3-5  Cavalrj'  elements  at  Fire  Sueport  Base  lit  during  the  battles 


A  Troop  3-5  Cav 

1.  30  trip  flares 

2.  AO  clajnnorcs 

3.  2,000  rds  .A5  cal 
A.  rds  AOmm  M-79 

5.  3A,000  rds  .50  cal 

6.  A2.,000  rds  7.62mm 

7.  19  rds  A.2''  ilium. 

8.  10  rds  A.2''  WP 

9.  6,880  rds  5456mm 

10,  60  rds  90mm  cannister 

11,  20  rds  90Em  HE 

12,  1  rd  90mm  HEAT 


analysis : 


1st  Platoon  C  Troop  3-5  Cm 

1,  20  rds  A.2"  ilium. 

2,  15  rds  90mm  cannister 

3,  A  rds  90ram  HE 

A.  5,000  rds  .50  cal 

5.  18,000  rds  7»62m 

6.  8  white  flares 

7.  12  fragmentation  grenades 

Ist  Platoon  B  Troop  3-5  Cav 

1.  105,000  rds  .50  cel 

2.  2,000  rds  7462mn 

3.  7  rds  90mm  WP 

A.  29  rds  90mm  HE 

5.  5A  rds  90n7n  cannister 

6.  2  bases  M-79  rds 

7.  I'case  5.56mm  ammo 


Brigadier  General  Hollingsworth  gave  the  following  Si-mmaticn  of  the 
action:  "Tho  3-5  Cavalry  had  been  in-country  only  about  two  or  three  months, 
and  the  battle  at  BAU  BANG  proved  to  be  a  very  fine  action  on  the  port  of 
tWo  new  unit.  It  was  their  first  major  battle.  We  found  when  we  examined 
the  documents  on  the  dead  and  interrogated  the  wounded  prisoners  that,  as 
I  had  suspected,  the  attacking  VC  force  was  the  273d  VC  Hegiment,  I 
understand  that  the  G-2  has  now  identified  all  three  of  the  battalions. 


The  problems  wo  had  during  the  battle  were  not  unusual  ones.  We  h,ad 
some  trouble  with  communications,  which  are  vital.  Though  our  :!i-",altiob 
wore  light,  we  encountered  a  few  problems  in  redistributing  the  <iiv-s  and 
the  tanks  to  fill  the  holes  that  occurred  in  the  line,  I  think  ■  >‘.t  only 
three  of  our  men  wore  killed,  and  about  63  wounded,  of  which  we  nad  to 
evacuate  only  26, 
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Thoro  are  three  factors  wnich  accounted  entirely  for  our  success  In 
this  battle.  First,  there  is  the  groat  bravery  and  the  courage  of  the 
young  Anoricein  draftee-soldier  to  stand  and  fight.  Second,  there  is  the 
massive  use  of  artillery.  Third,  there  is  the  massive,  accurate,  and 
devastating  use  of  tactical  air  support.  There  is  no  question  in  ny  mind 
that  battles  here  are  won  because  of  the  massive  use  of  artilleiy  and 
tactical  air  support.  I  tfunk  that  in  this  type  of  battle,  more  VC  are 
killed  by  machine  gun  and  small  arms  fire  when  they  attack  a  cavalry  unit 
than  if  they  had  been  attacking  an  infantry  unit.  This  is  understandable 
because  we  have  a  greater  number  of  machine  guns  in  a  cavalry  troop," 

OTONi^. 

Captain,  Infantry 
Cosmnding 
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DEPA’^TMENT  0?  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUAJI.TERS  1ST  niPAUTRY  DIVISION 
17th  Military  History  Detachment 
APO  San  Francisco  96345 


AVDB-T  4  August  1967 

The  Battle  of  PREK  KICK  I 
28  Februaxy  1967 

Background: 

On  23  February  1967*  during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  lat  Battalion, 
I6th  Infantry  contnenced  on  air  movement  from  LAI  KHE  to  SUOI  DA  kt  1530 
hours  by  C-123  aircraft.  The  last  lift  landed  at  1740  hours.  The 
battalion  occupied  a  base  camp  position  near  the  Special  Forces  camp  at 
SUOI  DA  during  the  idght  of  23-24  February  1967  •  At  0300  hours  24  February 
the  battalion  was  mortared  by  about  120  rounds  of  82nim  VC  mortar  h.re. 

The  result  of  the  attack  was  2  KHA  and  4  WHA.  Counter  mortar  fires  were 
placed  in  the'  general  area  of  the  mortar  attack,  to  the  northeast,  with 
unknown  results. 

On  24  February  at  O9OO  hours  A  Company  1st  Battalion,  l6th  Infantry 
landed  by  hellooptei’  in  LZ  APPIE  (XT268480;,  and  at  1010  hours  the  battalion 
minus  landed  in  LZ  PEACH  to' secure  route  TL  4  in  sector  for  resupply 
convoys.  A  Con^any,  1st  Battalion,  I6th  Infantry  established  a  night 
defensive  position  in  12  APPLE  with  the  3d  Platoon,  C  Troop,  1st  Squadron, 
4th  Cavalry  attached.  Headquarters  and  Headouarters  Company  1st  Battalion, 
I6th  Infantry  moved  north  by  vehicle  to  establish  a  night  defensive  position 
at  LZ  PEACH.  B  Company,  lat  Battalion,  I6th  Infantry  moved  north  on  a 
parallel  course  to  route  TL  4  to  establish  a  night  defensive  position  with 
Headouarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  1st  Battalion,  I6th  Inf as try. 

During  ths,  night  of  24-25  February  the  battalion  conducted  5  squad  qize 
(reinforced)  ambush  patrols.  An  ambi'sh  patrol  from  A  Company  made  contact 
at  coordinates  XT273746  at  1900  hoiirs  and  suffered  3  VJHA.  Fire  was 
returned  vdth  unknown  results. 

During  25  February  the  battalion  cleared  and  secured  route  TL  4 
in  their  sector  with  A  Company  to  the  north,  B  Company  in  the  center,  and 
C  Company  to  the  south.  Four  platoon  size  combat  reconnaissance  patrols 
were  coiducted  in  the  sector.  During  the  d  ay  B  Company  reported  on  VC 
in  the  vicinity  of  coordinates  XT274722  and  placed  amall  arms,  mortar, 
and  artillery  fire  into  the  area  with  unknown  results.  At  0850  one  VC 
hit  a  truck  in  a  caivoy  at  XT273720  with  an  RPG  round.  B  Company,  C 
Company  and  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  dispatched  a  patrol  to  get  the  VC. 
Their  attempts  were  unsuccessful.  All  patrols  returned  to  their  units 
by  1600  hours  eind  the  battalion  moved  into  night  defensive  positions  at 
1645.  "Stay-behind"  ambush  patrols  were  left  at  critical  points  along 
the  road.  During  the  night  the  attached  cavalry  platoon  moved  up  and  down 
the  road.  There  wre  no  enemy  contacts  during  the  night. 

On  26  February  1967  the  1st  Battalion,  l6th  Infantry  secured  route 
TL  4  in  sector  with  B  Company  to  the  north  and  C  Con^sany  to  the  south. 

A  Coapany  conducted  a  ccmbat  reconnaissance  patrol  to  the  east  resulting 
in  no  enemy  contact.  During  the  night  no  enemy  contact  was  made. 

On  27  Februaiy  1967  A  Company  secured  the  northern  half  of  the  route 
TL  4  sector  and  B  Conqjany  secured  the  southern  hao-f.  C  Company  with  a 
platcwn  from  A  Company  and  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  conducted  an  air¬ 
mobile  assault  at  XT301774  at  09^  hours.  The  two  platoons  secured  the 
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IZ  while  C  Coapany  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  southwest 
of  tho  LZ.  No  enemy  contact  was  made  during  tte  day  and  the  force  was 
extracted  from  the  LZ  at  1635  hours.  No  eneny  contact  was  made  during  the 
night. 

28  February  1967: 

On  28  February  196?  A  Company  secured  the  northern  half  of  route 
TL  k  and  C  Company  secured  the  southern  half  of  the  sector.  At  0715 
hours  28  February  1967  B  Company  departed  the  battalion  night  defensive 
position  located  at  XT273726  on  a  company  size  combat  reconnaissance 
patrol.  The  company  mission  was  to  patrol  to  the  east  and  destroy  VC 
hard  installations  and  persoiuiel  in  the  area.  The  company  moved  from  its 
night  defensive  position  along  a  cleared  section  of  the  road  for  approxi¬ 
mately  AOO  meters.  The  order  of  march  was  3d  Platoon,  2d  Platoon  and  1st 
Platoon,  The  platoons  were  each  orgaxized  into  two  single-file  columns. 

One  fire  team  consisting  of  a  team  leader  and  three  riflemen  from  the  3d 
Platoon  was  at  the  point.  The  company  headquarters  was  located  between 
the  2d  and  1st  Platoons.  The  weapons  squad  was  at  the  rear  of  each 
platoon  under  the  control  of  the  platoon  leader. 

The  weather  ’.as  clear,  hot,  and  dry.  The  jungle  .■as  extremely 
thick,  and,  conseouently,  movement  was  excessively  slow.  At  times  tho 
jungle  growth  would  become  lass  thick  permitting  faster  movement  and  a 
greater  dispersion  of  troops. 

At  Check  Point  1  (XT274723)  the  company  changed  direction  and  moved 
on  an  azimuth  of  65  degrees  for  approximately  900  meters.  During  this 
phase  of  the  march  each  platoon  employed  two  riflemen  10-15  meters  to  each 
flank  for  security,  {.'arching  conditions  began  to  improve  considerably  as 
th3  jungle  became  less  thick.  Trees  were  spaced  10  to  15  meters  .apart  and 
varied  in  height  from  100  to  150  feet.  Numerous  smaller  trees  were  growing 
between  the  larger  trjes,  but  the  lack  of  thick  undergrowth  was  very 
noticeable.  The  only  obstacle  to  movement  was  the  considerable  deadfall 
vhich  was  encountered  every  50  to  75  meters.  Platoon  columns  were  spaced 
approximately  30  to  35  meters  apart  due  to  the  increased  visibility 
afforded  by  the  terrain.  The  men  had  been  advised  to  look  into  the  trees 
ahead  and  to  try  to  spot  snipers}  however,  tho  general  tendency  is  to 
look  towards  the  horizon  and  not  overhead.  No  enemy  contact  was  made  during 
this  phase  of  tho  patrol. 

After  reaching  Checkpoint  2  (XT282726)  the  compaiy  halted  and  con¬ 
ducted  "cl overleaf"  patrols.  VMle  cloverleafing  the  1st  platoon  discovered 
a  partially  completed  hut  and  what  appeared  to  be  fresh  footprints  on  a 
noid;h-south  trail  which  was  approximately  A9  meters  to  the  south  of  the 
platoon's  patrol  base.  The  platoon  continued  to  conduct  cloverleaf 
patrolling  in  the  area  for  about  20  minutes.  There  were  no  further 
significant  obeervations  of  enemy  activity  in  this  phase  of  the  patrol. 

The  terrain  continued  to  be  similar  to  that  previously  described. 

At  0930  hours  the  company  proceeded  to  move  alor.g  uneventfully  on 
the  sere  azimuth  for  .a  distance  of  approximately  900  retors.  The  order 
of  march  remained  the  same.  At  1010  hours  the  company  halted  and  began 
cloverleaf  patrolling  for  about  15  minutes,  A  well  used  southeast- 
northwest  trail  was  discov.a’'ed  approximately  50  meters  south  of  the  company. 
During  this  period  the  company  received  a  location  fix  from  the  air  that 
placed  them  at  Checkpoint  3  (XT287726).  This  location  fix  was  confirmed 
by  reports  of  artillerj''  fire  on  the  southern  flardc  of  the  company.  At 
1025  hours  the  company  co.itinucd  the  march  using  the  sa-ma  march  formation. 
There  were  no  unusu-J.  sounds  or  observations. 


(ioP^^c>eAjr/^c 


Th9  Battle: 

At  1030  houra  the  lead  element  of  the  3d  Platoon  (the  conqpany  point 
platoon)  at  coordinates  XT288727  was  brought  under  fire  by  an  undetermined 
amount  of  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  cooing  from  their  front 
(east).  SGT  John  H,  Workington,  RA18712959»  Houston,  Texas  said  of  the 
action,  "I  was  the  Alpha  Team  Leader,  2d  Squad,  3d  Platoon.  Wo  had  Just 
finished  cloverleafing  and  were  on  our  way  to  our  third  checkpoint  when 
we  heard  the  point  being  taken  under  fire.  We  Hit  the  ground  and  a  medio 
cane  up  to  my  position.  We  then  laid  down  a  base  of  fire,  and  I  moved  up 
the  center  of  the  platoon.  There  was  alot  of  snipers  and  theydwt  at 
anything  that  moved.  Three  men  and  I  set  up  a  small  perimeter  in  the 
center  of  the  platoon  after  I  learned  that  the  platoon  leader  and  all  of  the 
souad  leaders  were  dead  or  wounded." 

The  lead  platoon  reported  to  the  Company  Conmander,  CPT  Donald  S.  Ulm, 
09W49,  that  it  thought  the  size  of  the  enemy  force  was  a  company.  The 
point  element  was  canpletely  engulfed  by  enemy  fire  power  to  the  frent, 
suffering  heavy  casualties.  The  3d  Platoon  was  receiving  heavy  enemy 
fire,  too.  Three  enemy  machine  guns  were  observed  to  the  front  and 
CPT  Ulm  decided  that  the  enemy  force  was  larger  than  a  company  size  unit. 

The  enemy  machine  gunners  were  observed  crawling  forward  with  their  guns 
>*ile  being  covered  by  a  base  of  fire  from  their  left  and  right  front. 

CPT  Ulm  said,  "The  VC  were  well  concealed  but  not  dug  in.  They  really 
weren't  ready  to  ambush  a  caapany  size  unit.  I  think  because  we  were 
spread  out  so  much  that  the  VC  thought  we  were  a  platoon  and  rather  than 
run  they  thought  they  would  eliminate  us.  The  3d  Platoon  continued  to 
receive  heavy  fire  and  was  unable  to  gain  fire  supremacy.  The  three 
enemy  machine  gans  ':«re  knocked  out  thi^e  times  and  each  time  a  new  VC 
took  over  each  of  the  gtms."  After  three  or  four  minutes  the  enemy  fire 
decreased  to  well  aimed  small  arms  fire; 

At  1035  hours  the  3d  Platoon  reported  being  attacked,  on  their  right 
flank  (south)  as  well  as  receiving  small  arms  fire  from  the. front  (east), 

SGT  Worbington  said,  "At  this  time  a  group  of  VC  tried  to  charge  qur 
positions  but  v«  shot « lot  of  them  down.  They  tried  to  flank  us  on  the 
right  and  then  on  the  left  while  they  maintained  their  heavy  volume  of 
fire  at  us.  We  could  hear  the  VC  meudng  all  the  time  but  we  could  not 
see  them.  Only  their  tree  snipers  could  see  us," 

The  2d  Platoon  was  maneuverea  to  the  right  flank  of  the  3d  Platoon 
wi.thout  coming  under  enemy  fire.  The  2d  Platoon  tied  in  with  the  extrema 
right  flank  man  of  the  3d  Platoon.  Once  the  2d  Platoon  was  in  position 
they  received  a  heavy  volume  of  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire. 

They  also  heard  eneny  troops  moving  along, the  platoon's  front  toward  the 
west.  The  platoon  immediately  returned  the  enemy  fire. 

At  lOAO  hours  airstrikes  juid  roaeeive  artillery  fire  were  placed  on, 
the  east,  north,  and  south  of  the  beleagered  company,  CPT  Ulm  saic^  "As 
the  airstrikes  started  to  come  in  I  called  for  smoke  and  it  seemed  as 
though  everyone  who  had  a  smoke  grenade  threw  it  to  his  front.  The  CBU 
attack  came  in  close  on'  our  southern  flank  end  was  extranely  effective  in 
killing  VC,  especially  on  our  southern  flank," 

SSG  Francis  Stephens,  RAJL2353050,  Avrora,  Colorado  said,  "The  airstrikes 
and  artillery  started  300  neters  out  from  us  and  came  in  to  about  25  meters, 
Ths  fires  landed  right  on  top  of  the  VC.  There  were  many  VC  firing  at  us 
from  trees.  As  one  of  us  would  move,  the  VC.'  would  fire  at  us.  To 
counter  these  tree  snipers  we  worked  in  teams  with  one  man  moving  his 
head  or  hand  and  anothe  r  nan  watching  tb  see  whore  the  enemy  fire  was 
ooming  from  and  return  it  immediately.  Whsn  we  killed  the  VC  in  the  trees 
ws  wondered  why  th<y  didn't  fall  to  the  ground.  After  the  battle  we 
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found* lot  of  dead  VC  who  had  tied  themselves  to  their  trees.  You  could 
not  really  see  the  snipers  so  we  placed  machine  gim  fire  into  the  trees. 

This  was  very  effective,” 

At  1050  hours  the  enemy  began  to  attack  from  the  northeast.  Contact 
was  lost  with  the  3d  Platoon  and  possibly  the  ?d  Platoon  would  be  flanked 
fron  the  direction  of  the  renevKd  attack.  To  counter  the  new  threat 
CPT  dm  maneuvered  his  1st  Platoon  to  the  northeast.  As  the  Ist  Platoon 
began  to  neve,  the  entire  company  area  was  hit  vdth  what  appeared  to  be 
rifle  grenades,  RPG  rockets,  and  60n8n  mortar  rounds.  Very  few  casualties 
were  inflicted  by  these  vreapons.  The  Ist  Platoon  continued  to  move  to 
the  left  (northeast)  under  eneny  fire,  and  they  moved  into  position  on 
the  left  flank  of  tho  3d  Platoon,  Physical  contact  was  not  made  with  the 
third  platoon  at  this  tine  due  to  the  intense  fire  still  being  placed 
into  the  3d  Platoon  area. 

At  1230  hours  radio  contact  was  reestablished  with  the  3d  Platoon, 

The  company  was  in  a  roughly  horseshoe-shaped  perimeter  with  tho  3d  Platoon 
in  the  center  (east),  the  2'd  Platoon  on  the  right  flank  (scuth),  and  tho 
Ist  Platoon  on  the  left  flank  (north).  The  >inemy  continued  to  place 
Intense  fire  on  all  sides  of  the  company,  shifting  fron  left  to  right. 

CPT  dm  realized  at  this  tine  that  much  of  the  automatic  ^veapons  and  small 
arms  fire  was  coning  fron  the  trees  on  all  sides  of  the  company  positions. 
This  fire  was  extremely  accurate  and  proved  to  be  devastating.  The  snipers 
were  expertly  camouflaged  and  well  trained  to  take  advantage  of  the  natural 
concealment.  The  conpany's  efforts  were  now  directed  towa«i  killing  the 
VC  in  the  trees.  Although  many  of  the  snipers  wei-e  killed  by  small  arms, 
artillery,  and  airatrikes,  their  threat  was  never  completely  eliminated. 

At  1300  hours  the  2d  Platoon  heard  movement  to  tho  v;est  and  it  appeared 
that  the  eneny  vras  attempting  to  encircle  tho  company  and  attack  the  open 
end  of  the  horseshoe-shaped  perimeter  from  the  west.  To  counter  this 
threat  a  fire  team  from  the  1st  Platoon  was  placed  on  the  northwest  and 
a  squad  from  the  2d  Platoon  was  placed  on  tho  southwest.  As  the  souad  on 
the  southwest  moved  into  position  they  received  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire 
from  the  trees  to  the  west.  The  squad  returned  the  fire  and  placed  effective 
well  aimed  fire  on  the  eneny  to  the  west.  Artillery  fires  were  called  in 
on  the  western  aide  of  the  company,  and  the  threat  from  the  west  appeared 
to  be  eliminated.  The  eneiy  continued  to  fire  into  the  platoon  positions 
with  heavy  volumes  of  fire  until  1400  hours,  a.t  which  time  the  enemy 
effort  subsideci  into  a  selected  sniper  program.  By  1500  hours  all  enemy 
contact  was  broken.  Airstrikes  and  a.rtillery  continued  to  pound  the  a.rea. 

At  1530  hours  the  3d  Platoon  observed  several  VC  returning  to  gather  their 
abandoned  weanons.  These  VC  were  immediately  killed  by  the  remaining 
3d  Platoon  riflemen. 

At  I6OO  hours  a  reinforced  rifle  company,  B  Comiiany,  2d  Battalion, 

ISth  Infantry  and  the  Commanding  Officer,  let  Battalion,  I6th  Infantry, 

LTC  Rufus  C,  Lazzel,  064634  'nked  up  with  B  Comp.any,  1st  Battalion, 

16th  Infantry,  The  newly  arrived  force  provided  security,  assisted  in 
tho  evacuation  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  policed  the  battlefield. 

At  1930  hours  all  of  the  friendly  elements  moved  to  a  newly  established 
1st  Battalion,  I6th  Infantry  night  defensive  perimeter  at  XT295727. 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  l6th  Infantry  was  secure  within  friendly  lines 
by  2030  hours.  There  were  no  US  dead,  wounded,  or  weapons  left  on  the 
battle  area. 

Intelligence  from  c'ptured  documents  revealed  tha.t  the  enemy  unit 
involved  in  this  contact  was  the  3d  Battalion  of  tho  lOlst  Nsrth  Viet¬ 
namese  Army  R(5glment. 
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Equipment  captured:  40  Russian  carbines, 

2  RFC-2' s,  2  AK-47's,  1  Chlcom  mackine 
gun,  1  Chlcom  light  machine  gun,  1  US 
M-1  rifle,  1  Russian  subnnachlne  gun. 


tfjt  B.  CREIGHTON,; 
Captain,  Infantry  ' 
Commanding 


DEPASTMEOT  OP  THE  ARWf 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INFANTKt  DIVISION 
17th  Military  Hiatory  Detachment 
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4  August  1967 


The  Battle  of  PEEK  KIOK  II 
10  March  196? 

On  the  evening  of  10  March  1967  during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITI,  the 
2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantty  Mechanized  (••)  under  the  command  of  LTC  Edward 
J ,  Collins  of  San  Antonio^  Texas,  was  securing  the  perimeter  o  f  Artillery 
Fire  Support  Base  (FSPB)  II,  located  in  TAY  NINH  Province  near  the  PREK 
KLOK  stream.  Inside  the  "wagon  train"  style  perimeter  of  FSPB  II  were. 
Headquarters  and  C  Batteries,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery,  and  elements 
of  the  l6Sth  Engineers. 

The  2-2  Infantry's  M-113'8  were  placed  at  50  meter  intervals  around 
the  base  perimeter.  The  intervals  between  the  tracks  were  protected  by 
foxholes,  manned  by  infantrymen,  engineers,  and  artillerymen. 

As  dusk  fell  all  was  quiet  at  Fire  Support  Base  II.  The  troops  on 
the  perimeter  fired  a  "mad  minute"  at  1900  hours  to  test  their  weapons 
anlto  ward  off  would  be  attackers.  Upon  completion  of  the  evening  "mad 
minute"  ambush  patrols  and  listening  posts  departed  the  perimeter. 

At  2026  hours  a  listening  post  from  A  Con^y,  2-2  Infantry  reported 
seeing  3  Viet  Cong  while  moving  into  position.  The  Viet  Cong  were  engaged 
by  the  listening  post  with  small  arms  with  tuikncMn  results.  As  a  result 
of  this  contact  the  listening  post  was  displaced,  having  accomplished  its 
early  warning  mission.  The  battalion  was  placed  on  75%  alert  as  pre-planned 
artillery  destruction  fires  continued. 

At  2208  hours  the  Viet  Cong  comr.enced  a  heavy  mortar  attack  on  FSPB 
n.  For  approximately  30  minutes  the  Viet  Cong  fired  a  barrage  of  about 
200  rounds  of  120iiim,  82mm,  and  60ian  mortars  located  )t700  meters  to  the 
east  of  the  perimeter.  In  addition  to  the  incarrd.ig  mortar  rounds  the 
Viet  Cong  fired  75nim  recoilless  rifles  at  the  peiimeter.  The  VC  had  the 
perimeter  targeted  as  the  rounds  landed  in  side  the  perimeter  and  struck 
8''.'Tal  tracks,  4.2"  mortars  coanenced  a  count er-enor tar  fire  program 
vdthin  tw)  minutes  of  the  initail  attack.  As  a  result  of  the  mortar 
attack,  a  score  of  US  troops  were  wounded.  Cooks,  maintenance  crews, 
and  medical  personnel  began  carrying  the  wounded  to  the  airstrip  resupply 
point  where  helicopters  removed  them  And  resupply  missions  could  be 
accomplished. 

During  the  mortar  attack  Major  Fiederic  J,  Brown, . A'olleslejn 
Massachusetts,  moved  from  a  position  of  cover  into  the  impact  area  of  the 
eneity  mortar  rounds  to  determine  the  location  of  the  enemy  positions  by 
crater  analysis  and  to  direct  friendly  fire  on  them.  Throughout  the 
mortar  attack  and  the  ground  attack  which  followed  Major  Brown  stayed  in 
this  dangerous  position,  silouotted  by  illumination  rounds,  in  order  to 
accosqjlish  his  purpose.  He  was  later  presented  the  Silver  Star  for  his 
gallantly. 


As  soon  as  the  mortar  barrage  ended  LTC  Collins  directed  all  his 
units  to  conduct  a  “reconnaissance  by  fire"  of  the  area  200  to  600  meters 
beyond  the  perimater.  This  was  done  with  Hre  from  Caliber  ,50  machine 
guns  mounted  on  the  tracks  and  from  ground  mounted  positions.  Individual 
weapons  were  fired  from  the  foxholes. 

The  reconnaissance  by  fire  had  no  sooner  ended  than  the  enemy  launched 
a  ground  attack  at  2220  hours  along  the  East  sector  into  the  positions 
hold  bj  A  Company  2-2  Infantiy,  "The  VC  got  quite  close  to  us.  At  one 
point,  I  had  to  get  up  £ind  throw  a  grenade  at  three  of  them  that  were  trying 
to  set  up  a  rocoilless  rifle  not  far  from  one  of  our  tracks",  SSG  KiiAard 
Rousseau,  Winston,  Massachussetts,  a  squad  leader  in  A  Compary  later  recount¬ 
ed. 


Among  those  firing  the  track  mounted  machine  guns  and  small  arm.s  — 
now  .not  in  reconnaissance  but  in  defense  —  was  SSG  Richard  A.  Griffin 
of  A  Company,  During  the  mortar  .attack,  SSG  Griffin  had  jrun  from  his 
sheltered  position  to  resupply  his  comrades  along  the  poriroctor  with 
ammunition.  When  the  ground  attack  began,  he  returned  to  hib  machine  gun 
and  placed  a  heavy  volume  of  accurate  fire  on  the  enemy.  He  was  later 
sMarded  the  Bronze  Star  with  "V"  (for  valor)  Device. 

The  beleaguered  units  of  FSPB  II  Immediately  called  the  3d  Brigade 
Forward  Headquarters  at  SUOI  DA  and  requested  close  tactical  air  support, 
artillery,  medical  evacuation  for  the  wounded  and  an  ammunition  resupply. 

The  response  to  these  requests  was  immediate ,  Medical  evacuation  and  re¬ 
supply  were  provided  with  the  dispatch  of  5  CHID  aircraft  that  flew  26 
sorties  under  fire.  With  their  landing  lights  on,  these  aircraft  brought 
in  over  11  tons  of  resupply.  Air  Support  was  provided  by  100  sorties  of 
TAC  air. 

In-addition  to  the  main  attack  from  the  oast,  the  enemy  also  launched 
lose  forceful  attacks  from  the  northeast  aid  southeast.  Sp  4  Thomas  Lark, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  a  truck  driver  with  C  Cornfany,  2-2  Infentiy.  was 
in  a  foxhole  on  the  southeast  side.  "Wo  had  listening  posts  (LPs)  and 
trip  flares  about  50  meters  out.  When  the  VC  hit  our  trip  flares,  after 
our  LPs  had  been  withdrawn,  they  stayed  out  to  our  front  during  the  mortar 
attack;  we  opened  up  on  the  VC  and  after  thht  wo  never  had  any  trouble 
with  the  VC  getting  close  to  our  perimeter,  l.'e  had  dug  pits  and  put  our 
tracks  down  in  them  so  they  couldn't  be  hit  very  easily.  Because  of  this 
and  out  placing  of  flares  a  good  distance  from  our  lines,  we  prevented  the 
VC  from  oven  getting  close," 

Intense  fire  from  recoilless  rifles  a.  d  automatic  weapons  was  being 
delivered  against  A  Company  on  the  eastern  .'ide  of  tho  perimeter,  A  Com¬ 
pany  bora  the  brunt  of  the  attack  as  three  1.-113  armored  personnel  carriers 
Were  hit  by  RFG-2s,  and  one  K-1'3  received  a  direct  hit  from  a  mortar  round. 

On  the  southwestern  side  of  the  perimeter,  C  Company  received  the 
brunt  of  the  secondary  attack.  Moving  parallel  to  Highway  4A  bn  the 
western  side  of  the  road  the  Viet  Cong  made  a  rush  across  500  meters 
of  open  ground  to  hit  C  Company's  positions,  Continous  fire  quickly  gained 
fire  superiority  over  the  enepy,  C  Company  never  reported  sighting  more 
than  a  platoon  of  VC  in  the  clearing,  although  many  more  VC  fired  from 
the  woods. 

As  the  mortar  attack  started  and  small  arms  fire  was  being  received, 
the  artillery  defensive  concentrations  were  being  requostod.  The  entire 
perimeter  was  then  covered  by  a  massive  amount  of  artillery  flLre  as  Forward 
Observers  maladjustments  toward  the  cnecy  attacks.  Nearby  artillery  units 
and  the  artillery  in  FSPB  11  swept  the  area  around  the  perimeter  >dth 
5,000  rounds  of  artillery,  while  the  3d  Brigades  Forward  Air  Controllers 
directed  100  sorties  of  TAC  air  strikes  to  the  east  and  southeast. 
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An  armed  C-A?  airplane  oedled  "Spooky"  also  trained  its  mini-guns 
on  the  VC  forces  to  the  east  of  the  perimeter.  As  air  support  arrived 
at  the  scene  of  the  battle  Highway  4/1  was  declared  a  Fire  Coordination 
Line,  between  the  artillery  and  the  Air  Force,  To  the  west  the  artlUery 
broke  the  enemy's  assault  and  prohibited  them  from  regrouping.  To  the 
east  the  Air  Force  took  over  from  the  artillery  and  covered  the  area  with 
bombs,  rockets,  and  20mm  cannon  fire.  The  massive  and  devastating  use 
of  airstrikes  and  artillery  broke  the  back  of  the  enemy  attack. 


By  2330  hours  the  brunt  of  the  attack  had  been  reppelled;  however 
sniper  fire  continued  to  be  received  m  the  VC  withdrew.  The  last  enemy 
round  fired .in  the  battle  was  fired  at  0428  hours.  The  early  morning 
sweeps  and  aerial  observation  of  the  battle  area  resulted  in  finding  197 
VC  KIA,  and  5  wounded  VC  PWs,  US  losses  were  3  KHA  and  41  IfflA, 
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DEPARTfffiNT  OF  THE  ARM! 

HEADQUARTERS  3ST  ISFANTRr  DIVISIOH 
17th  ffllltary  History  Datashmeiit 
APO  San  Pran&Lsco  9^345 

AVDB-T  1  August  1967 

Th4'«attle  ot  I 

'  14  June  1967 

1,  The  fellovdng  narrative  is  an  account  of  the  battle  that  occurred 
on  14  June  1967  at  coordinates  XT937669. 

A.  Generals 

(1)  Type  of  actions  Meeting  engagement  and  stibsequent 
envelopment  by  VC. 

(2)  1355H  14  June  1967. 

(3)  Friendly  units  B  Company,  1-16  lisfantry. 

(4)  Siae  of  Friendly  IMt:  3  platoons  and  HQ  of  B  Company, 
1-16  Infasstry  consisting  of  115  men. 

(5)  Estimated  NVA/Vc  forces  a  VC  battalion  of  the  271st  VC 

Reglfflsnt. 

(6)  Casualties  s 

Friendly  Enennr 

KHA  6  KIA  60 

’.VHA  16  POW  0 

MIA  0  Equipment  Destswyeds  1  five- 

pound  bag  of  CS. 

B.  Background: 

(1)  At  O905H  B/I-16  Inf  located  and  destroyed  1  5-pound  bag 
of  CS  vlctetty  }n'947665. 

(2)  At  I215H  A/l-16  Inf  engaged  4  VC  who  fled  to  the  southeast 
diwpping  5  nsck  sacks.  Aitilleiy  was  firod  into  the  area  vie  XT935658. 

The  ruck  sacks  contained  clothing  and  ^  lb  of  doewnents.  These  captiured 
documosts  contained  eight  (6)  letters  of  comMsidation,  all  belonging  to 
NGUIEN  VAN  KHANG,  and  they  indicated  that  this  man  is  presently  the  squad 
leader  of  the  signal  conqsany,  272  VC  Regiment.  The  documents  also  contained 
training  notebooks  on  radios  and  weapons.  There  was  included  a  diagram  of 
a  FRC-25  with  the  name  NGUIEN  THE  QUI.  Other  documents  were  an  expenditure 
booklet  belonging  to  NGUIEN  NAN  CAN,  of  an  unknown  battalion.  There  was 
a  song  book  which  also  contained  a. personal  letter  and  a  two  (2)  page 
expenditure  reoort  of  an  unknown  battalion.  The' list  Indicated  the  expen¬ 
ditures  by  Cl,  C2,  and  C3«  This  expenditure  liat  also  contained  letter 
bcK  nuDbere  IndiMting  unidentified  elements  of  the  271  VC  Regt.  A 
notebo:4c  classified  SECRET  contained  expenditureB  of  DOAN  24  (OB  Holding: 

AA  Bn  5th  VC  Div). 

(3)  The  terrain  encountered  was  a  variation  of  thiek  hwnboo 
to  thick  triple  canopy  jungle  with  tsees  reaching  as  high  as  200  feel 
There  was  not  too  much  tree  deadfall  in  the  area. 

•X>.NGR10ED  'T  3  lEAR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  IEAR3  yj  ^ 

DOD  DIR  5200.10  ' 

confidential 


CON3FlDENJ't\AU 

(4)  Prior  intelligence  indicated  that  the  271  VC  Regiment 
Was  in  the  area.  Bloodhound  missions  had  indicated  the  presence  of  a 
heavy  animal  scent  in  the  area. 

(5)  On  H  June  1967  B  Company  1-16  Infantry  was  conducting 
cloverlcaf  patrols  with  the  2d  Platoon  of  B  Company  leading.  The  company 
moved  into  an  area  that  had  been  partially  cleared  AS  hours  before  by 
B-52  strikes. 

C.  The  Battle: 

(1)  At  1355  hours  after  going  150  to  200  meters  on  a- 270° 
azimuth  the  lead  squad  of  the  2d  Platoon  came  out  of  the  thick  bamboo  to 

a  clearing  made  by  3  large  bomb  craters.  The  lead  squad  maneuvered  around 
the  craters  and  was  approaching  the  wood  line  on  the  far  side  vhen  VC  not 
visible  just  inside  the  vood  line  in  front  of  the  squad  opened  fire  with 
automatic  weapons.  The  squad  dropped  into  the  bomb  craters;  most  of  the 
men  went  into  crater  (b)  on  the  diagram.  The  point  was  out  approximately 
25-30  meters  ahead  of  the  lead  platoon,  siid  the  lead  platoon  immodiately 
moved  forward  to  extend  the  element  and  develop  the  situation.  The  company 
forward  observer  reported  the  contact  and  requested  artillery  which  was 
already  firing  marching  fire  for  the  unit  prior  to  the  contact.  One  of 
the  three  point  man  was  killed  instantly  at  (d).  The  other  two  point  men 
dropped  into  crater  (a).  Some  of  the  left  fire  team  were  able  to  get  back 
into  the  wood  line  they  had  cone  out  of.  The  right  fire  team  was  pinned 
down  in  craters  (b)  and  (c). 

(2)  After  about  30  minutes  some  of  the  VC  had  moved  to  the 
right  flank,  and  by  1A19H  heavy  automatic  fire  was  coming  from  the  right 
(N)  and  front  (W),  Sniper  fire  began  coming  from  the  left  flank.  In  the 
meantime  the  rest  of  the  company  had  deployed  in  a  perimeter  inside  the 
wood  line.  IXT  Sylvester,  05329952,  the  2d  Platoon  Leader,  was  in'erater 
(b),  and  his  RTO  had  bean  hit.  SSG  Dmellow.  who  had  been  the  last  man  in 
the  left  fire  team,  moved  up  into  crater  (b)  with  his  RTO.  Artillery  fire 
arrived  3  to  A  minutes  after  the  initial  contact  in  the  wood  line  in  front 
of  the  craters.  After  about  15  minutes,  the  artillery  was  moved  out 
beyond  the  VC  positions  and  the  first  airstrikes  came  in  at  1501  hours, 

in  the  area  where  the  artillery  fire  had  been  directed.  SSG  Dmellow 
noticed  that  the  VC  were  trying  to  flank  the  craters  on  the  right,  and 
he  ordered  machine  gun  fire  into  the  wood  line,  on  his  right,  Imediately 
after  that  the  enemy  on  the  right  stopped  temporarily.  The  men  could  not 
move  from  the  craters  under  the  intense  enony  fire. 

(3)  After  the  first  30  minutes  the  enemy  fire  was  not  so 
Intense,  The  squad  was  able  to  got  out  of  the  craters  and  move  back  to 
the  wood  line  behind  them,  completing  the  tie-in  of  the  company  perimeter. 
The  point  man  killed  at  (d)  and  the  two  men  in  crater  (a)  were  thought  to 
be  behind  the  newly  formed  perimeter  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  line.  The 
airstrikes  and  artillery  had  an  inroediate  effect  on  the  enemy.  The  heaviest 
enemy  fire  lasted  only  for  the  first  30  minutes.  During  that  time  the 

VC  moved  closer  to  the  men  in  the  craters,  but  they  never  assaulted.  The 
VC  got  within  10-15  meters  from  crater  (b),  but  they  were  still  in  the 
wood  line.  The  air  and  artillery  was  brought  in  as  close  as  possible, 
within  20  meters  of  the  US  positiens.  During  this  time  the  machine  gun 
fire  that  had  started  to  come  from  the  right  had  stopped,  after  US  machine 
guns  fired  into  the  right. 

(A)  After  30  minutes  the  company  perimeter  was  formed  inside 
the  wood  line.  Airstrikes  and  artillery  were  brought  in  over  the  craters 
t#  the  fjwnt.  Air  and  artiUeiy  alternated  in  the  same  area.  Air  was  not 
available  continuously,  IVhenever  an  airstrike  came  in  the  artillery  was 
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moved  farther  to  tlie  vfoet,  behind  the  VC  positions.  Then  the  artillery 
Vlas  moved  baok  in  ^ain  until  the  next  airstrike,  NFtpalm^  500-pound  bombs, 
and  SOnin  cannon  racked  the  area.  The  threo  men  wre  then  spotted  to  the 
front.  One  volley  of  cannon  fire  moved  fraa  the  southwest  over  crater  (a). 
PFC  Biondi,  in  crater  (a)  vdth  PFC  Gary  B.  Kl’vp,  called  out  after  the 
cannon  fire  hit  PFC  Kipp  in  the  arm.  PFC  Biondi  also  jumped  up  when  a  VC 
grenade  landed  near  him.  The  grenade  explosion  resulted  in  no  casualties. 
It  was  about  one  hoxir  after  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  that  PFC  Biondi 
called  out.  VC  firo  was  no  longer  continuous;  hov«ver,  it  was  not  possible 
to  move  around  the  area  of  the  craters. 

(5)  At  about  1630  hours  the  enemy  firo  consisted  mostly  of 
sniper  fire  from  a  long  distance.  At  this  time  the  3  missing  men  were 
recovered. 


(6)  During  the  initial  heavy  contact,  VC  near  the  IB  perimeter 
were  throwing  alot  of  grenades.  Two  VC  ran  through  the  3d  platoon  perimeter 
throwing  grenades.  The  two  VC  had  automatic  rifles.  Sgt  Patterson,  the 

3d  Platoon  Sergeant,  chased  them  and  throw  grenades  at  them.  CPT  Ulm,  the 
B  Company  Coonander,  killed  them  near  his  CP. 

(7)  At  about  1700  hours  the  company  set  »?>  another  perimeter 
about  100  RBtors  east  of  the  clearing.  The  dead  and  wounded  v«re  placed 
in  the  center.  A  few  snipers  fired  into  the  perimeter  in  an  attempt  to 
locate  the  DS  positions.  This  fire  was  not  returned. 

(8)  At  about  1800  hoiu‘3  C  Company,  1-16  Infantry  arrived  and 
secured  the  movement  of  B  Company  to  another  perimeter  about  100  meters 
north.  Two  medevae  helicopters  arrived  at  this  perimeter  while  C  Company 
provided  security  around  B  Company,  The  helicopters  drew  centinuous  enemy 
ground  fire.  Thqr  were  both  hit  heavily  but  not  disabled.  One  helicopter 
stayed  oVer  the  perimeter  long  enough  to  lift  one  casualty  on  a  sling. 

Deep  mud  made  the  operation  on  the  ground  difficult,  too.  It  was  then 
decided  that  B  Company  would  move  back  to  IZ  RUFE  as  a  company  carrying 
the  dead  and  wounded,  C  Company  secured  the  movement.  By  2242  hours  the 
lead  element  of  C  Company  reached  IZ  RUFE  and  by  2330  hours  the  tell  of 

C  Company  reached  LZ  RUFE.  By  2344  hours  the  Dust-Offs  were  completed, 

2.  Artillery  supports  A  total  of  613  rounds  of  155ram  and  approximately 
5,022  rounds  of  105nin  artillery  supported  the  contact  from  1355H  to  2330H, 


3.  Airstilkess 

Ordnance 


Reouest  time 

TOT 

Onlered 

Delivered 

Location 

A, 

1420 

1501 

cbu/Hap 

500/NAP 

XT932688 

B. 

1500 

1500 

CBO/NAP 

500 

XT932668 

C. 

1515 

1535 

CBU/NAP 

500/NAP 

XT932668 

D. 

1600 

1625 

CBU/ilAP 

500/NAP 

XT932668 

E. 

nyi 

1750 

CBU/NAP 

500/NAP 

XT925665 

F. 

1845 

1900 

CBUA'AP 

500/NAP 

X’f940655 

G. 

1845 

1920 

CBO/NAP 

500/NAP 

XT940655 
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A  Helicopter  gimship  support: 

A.  CROSSBOVf  (173<i  Avn  Co);  1  LFT 

(1)  Hours;  12 

(2)  2.75™  rockets;  22 

(3)  7.62™  MO;  1,300 

(A)  40mm;  95 

(5)  The  UT  was  on  standby  at  CHI  UMH  (XT9273)  to  support 
the  3d  Bde  operation. 

B,  REBEL  (1st  Avn  Bn);  2  LFT 

(1)  Hours;  19.40 

(2)  2.75mm  rockets;  94 

(3)  7.621311  M3;  15,000 

(4)  40ram;  0 

(5)  One  LFT  was  directed  from  Ist  Brigade  at  I6OOH,  the 
second  arrived  at  1720H. 

C.  DARKHORSE  (D/I-4  Cav):  2  LFT  initially  end  1  aircraft  with 
M-5  system  released  approximately  1830H. 

(1)  Hours:  14 

(2)  2.75mm  rockets;  42 

(3)  7.62nM  M3;  1,200 

(4)  AOrnm;  0 

(5)  The  LFT  arrived  CHI  LBJH  at  1635H  and  was  on  station  from 
1710H-1830H  making  5  gun  passes.  At  1830H  the  gunship  with  the  M-5  gun 
system  (40n»n)  was  released  as  the  aircraft  returned  to  refuel  at  CHI  LINH. 
The  aircraft  remained  on  standby  until  released  at  2025H. 


D.  DARE  01-<J  supported  the  operation  with  Artillery  Observer  from 
1st  Infantry  Division  Artilleiy. 
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Battle  of  XOM  BO  I 
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Inclosure  2:  Sources 

1.  Ist  Inf  Div  002  INTSUM. 

2.  Ist  Inf  Div  G-3  SITREP. 

3.  G-2  -  G-3  journal  for  14  June  1967. 

4.  Interviews  of  the  following  personnel  conducted  by 
WilUaias,  US51664317>  17th  Military  History  Detachment, 
on  20  June  1967: 


a.  LTC  Rufus  C.  Uzzel,  064634,  CO,  1-16  Inf. 

b.  CPT  Donald  S.  Uta,  094^9,  CO,  B  Co,  1-16  Inf. 

c.  ILT  Terrance  F.  Sylvester,  05329952,  pit  Idr,  2d 
SSG  John  D.  DmeUow,  F452451614,  2d  pLatoon,  B/1 
PFC  Thomas  A.  Biondi,  (JS51977589,  2d  platoon,  B/ 

5.  1st  Inf  Div  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  BILLINGS 


yc  Stephen  C. 
at  DOm  XOAI,  RTO, 


platoon,  B/1-16  Inf. 
-16  Inf. 

.-16  Inf. 


COKJ/^i  i>s:kjr//lL 

DEPAHrafiNT  OP  THE  AEMT 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INF,\MTRY  DIViilOM 
I'/th  Military  History  Detachment 
APO  San  Frsncisco  96345 
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1  Augugt  1967 


The  Battle  of  XOK  BO  u  (1,2  XRAX) 

17  June  1967 

The  Battle  of  XOM  BO  ivas  the  result  of  Viet  Cong  plans  to  ambush  US 
troops  conducting  a  helibome  assault  into  landing  zone  (IS)  XU'tY 
(XT95B660).  Operating  in  V/ar  Zone  D  1st  Infantry  Division  units'  had 
found  a  limited  number  of  olearings  suitable  for  IS's  and  night  defensive 
positions  (NDF's),  The  thickness  of  the  jingle  surrounding  dealings  in 
V/ar  Zone  D  provides  a  shield  from  aerial  obsei-vation  to  Viet  Cong  (VC) 
units  waiting  in  ambush.  T  he  enemy  found  a  profitable  tactic  in  pre¬ 
dicting  the  site  of  a  US  troop  assault  and  positioning  ambush  units 
around  it. 

The  27l3t  VC  Regiment,  operating  in  the  TR.\NG  DAI  area  where  the 
battle  took  place,  knew  that  US  troops  were  also  in  the  area  and  that 
LZ  XRAY  was  a  likely  location  for  a  helibome  assault.  The  US  troops, 
however,  moved  into  LZ  XRAY  by  foot.  The  VC  attacked  without  the  advantage 
they  would  have  had  over  US  troops  arriving  by  helicopter.  Nevertheless, 
the  VC  conducted  a  well-planned  attack  on  the  NDP  which  resulted  in  US 
losses  of  35  killed  and  150  wounded.  The  VC  inflicted  the  heavy  losses  on 
the  Americans  with  a  series  of  brief,  well-coordinated  assaults.  By  the 
end  of  the  day,  however,  the  concentrated  US  fire  power  had  returned  the 
blow  and  overwhelmed  the  enemy  by  inflicting  losses  idiich  included  222 
VC  killed. 

Background: 

On  13  June  I967  the  1st  Battalion  l6th  Infantry  (1-16  Inf)  conducted 
a  helibome  assault  into  LZ  RUFE  (XT955663)  and  secured  the  LZ  for  the 
landing  of  the  2d  Battalion  28th  Infantry  (2-28  Inf).  A  two-battalion 
NDP  was  established,  and  the  unite  conducted  search  and  destroy  patrolling 
from  the  LZ  in  the  days  that  followed.  At  XT935658  on  141215H  June  1967 
Company  A,  I-I6  Inf  (A/1-16  Inf)  engaged  5  VC  vrtio  fled  bpt  were  identified 
as  belonging  to  the  271st  uc  Regiment,  At  141412H  June  1967  B/I-I6  Inf 
in  the  vicinity  of  XT937669  engaged  what  was  estimated  to  be  a  battalion 
of  the  271st  VC  Regiment,  resulting  in  6  US  killed,  12  US  wounded,  and  60 
VC  killed. 

Interrogation  of  a  VC  soldier  who  was  c^tured  on  17  June  1567 
revealed  that  on  16  June  1967  four  companies  of  the  27l3t  VC  Regiment 
prepared  an  ambush  site  at  the  battle  area  around  LZ  XRAY.  Ho  ambush 
resulted  that  day,  and  when  the  VC  returned  on  17  June  1967  the  US  troops 
were  already  there,  and  the  fighting  began. 

On  17  Jiuie  1967  the  two-battalion  NDP  at  LZ  RUFE  was  to  relocate  to 
VZ  XRAY.  At  0730  c/l-16  Inf  was  placed  under  the  ojjerational  control 
(OPCON)  of  2-28  Inf  to  secure  the  1-16  Inf  portion  of  the  NDP  at  LZ  RUFE. 

At  the  same  time  B/2-28  Inf  was  placed  under  the  OPCON  of  1-16  Inf  to 
move  with  elements  of  1-16  Inf  to  LZ  XRAY  and  help  to  secure  the  area  for 
the  later  transfer  of  the  two-battalinn  NDP  from  LZ  RUFE  to  LZ  XRAY.  The 
first  march  unitowas,  in  order  of  march,  A/1-16  Inf,  B/1-16  Inf,  the 
reconnaissance  platoon  of  1-16  Inf  (recon  1-16  Inf),  and  B/2-28  Inf.  It 
departed  from  LZ  RIiFE  about  0800  with  the  mission  of  moving  to  LZ  XRAY 
and  securing  it  for  the  insertion  of  supplies  to  be  transferred  from  LZ 
RUFE  to  LZ  XRAY  by  CH-47  aircraft.  At  LZ  XRAY  it  was  planned  for  the 
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1-16  Inf  units  to  take  the  eastern  portion  of  the  perimeter,  from 
XT958682  to  Xt962677,  A/I-16  Inf  would  deploy  in  the  north,  B/l-i6  Inf 
in  the  center-,  and  reecn  1-16  Inf  would  secure  the  c/l-l6  Inf  oector  in 
the  south  until  C/1--16  Inf  arrived.  B/2-28  Inf  was  responsible  for  the 
west  side  of  the  LZ. 

Artillery  fire  was  directed  in  front  of  the  unit  as  it  marched.  The 
"marching  artillery"  was  discontinued  after  reaching  LZ  XRAY.  At  1030 
A/l-16  Inf  arrived  at  LZ  XRAY,  and  the  second  march  unit,  A/2-28  Inf, 
departed  from  LZ  RUFE.  To  avoid  exposing  themselves  in  the  clearing,  the 
units  began  to  deploy  around  it  by  making  their  way  through  the  jungle  that 
surrounded  LZ  XRAY.  Approaching  the  12.  from  the  south,  a7i-16  Inf  lad  the 

1- 16  Inf  units  around  the  east  side  of  the  LZ,  and  B/C-28  Inf  moved  up 
the  west  side, 

CH-A7  helicopters  arrived  at  LZ  RUFE  al>out  1100  to  extract  supplies. 

At  1115  A/I-16  Inf  discovered  some  freshly  dug  positions  in  front  of  their 
sector  of  the  perimeter.  The  holes  were  only  a  few  inches  deep  and 
looked  as  if  they  had  received  one  rainfall.  At  1125  A/l-16  Inf  and 
B/2-28  Inf  linked  in  the  north,  completing  the  securing  of  LZ  XRAY. 

Movement  of  supplies  from  LZ  RUFE  began  i;nmediately. 

In  deploying,  B/2-28  Inf  spread  itself  thinly  over  the  west  side  of 
the  perimeter.  There  were  15  to  30  meters  between  individual  positions, 

30  to  70  meters  between  platoons,  and  50  to  75  meters  between  the  linked 
positions  of  b/2-28  Inf  and  A/l-16  Inf  in  the  north.  Contact  was  to  be 
maintained  between  the  two  battalions  in  the  north  by  patrolling  the  50 
to  75  meters  between  the  two  end  positions,  A/2-28  Inf,  en  route  to  LZ 
XRAY,  was  to  tai.-.'  over  the  northwest  sector  of  the  perimeter,  B/2-28  Inf 
would  then  deploy  all  of  its  men  in  the  southwestern  sector,  in  positions 
that  were  closer  together. 

CPT  William  R.  V/illiamson,  094018,  the  coimanding  officer  (CO)  of 
A/l-16  Inf,  deployed  his  3d  platoon  in  an  overwatch  formation  in  the 
extreme  norti,  linked  with  B/2-28  Inf.  CPT  Williamson  tied  the  1st 
platoon  in  to  the  right  of  the  3d  platoon;  that  is,  there  was  the  same 
distance  between  the  two  platoons  as  there  was  between  the  positions 
within  the  platoon.  There  were  25  meters  between  each  forward  position 
in  A/l-16  Inf.  CPT  Williamson  was  in  the  process  of  deploying  his  2d 
platoon  as  a  reserve  unit  behind  the  1st  and  3d  platoons  when  the  engage¬ 
ment  started.  At  the  same  time  B/l-16  Inf  had  tied  in  with  A/I-16  Inf 
and  deployed  in  the  center  sector  of  the  eastern  side  of  LZ  XIW.Y.  South 
of  B/I-16  Inf,  recon  l-l6  Inf  divided  into  nine  outposts,  called  "strong- 
points",  covering  the  southeast  sector  from  b/I-16  Inf  to  the  end  of 
b/2-28  Inf  in  the  southwest.  There  were  two  men  at  each  outpost  and  60 
to  150  meters  between  positions.  The  platoon  comnand  post  (CP)  was  set 
up  in  the  clearing  under  a  few  trees,  in  the  southeast  near  the  tree  line. 

The  1-16  Inf  CP  was  located  near  some  trees  in  the  east-center  of 
the  clearing.  Elements  of  the  conaand  group  of  2-28  Ini  set  up  a  forward 
CP  in  the  clearing  nearby.  At  1200  B/2-28  Inf  returned  to  the  OPCON  of 

2- 28  Inf,  At  this  time  the  units  at  LZ  XRAY  occupied  a  perin»ster  made  up 
of  positions  fron  30  to  50  meters  into  the  tree  line  from  the  clearing. 

They  were  in  triple-canopy  jungle  consisting  of  tall  trees  and  thick 
bamboo.  The  visability  was  15  to  20  meters.  Visual  contact  between  US 
defensive  positions  was  generally  non-existent.  Innediately  on  deploying, 
the  units  sent  out  "cloverleaf"  patrols.  Before  the  men  started  digging 
deltensive  positions  or  set  up  claymore  mines  in  front  of  the  perimeter, 
the  patrols  had  revealed  the  enemy's  presence,  and  tno  engagement  was 
started. 
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The  Engagement: 

At  1215  CPT  Donald  W.  Sawtelle,  093924,  CO  A/2-28  Inf,  stopped  his 
company  after  his  2d  platoon,  the  lead  element,  had  entered  LZ  XlWf,  from 
the  southwest.  CPT  John  A,  Turner,  094727,  CO  B/2-28  Inf,  discucsed 
deployment  instructions  with  CPT  Sawtelle,  and  CPI'  Sawtelle  then  started 
his  company  moving  north  along  the  B/2-28  Inf  positions.  B/2-28  Inf's 
first  cloverleaf  patrol  was  re-entering  the  perimeter,  and  the  second  one 
was  starting  out.  Then,  at  1225,  one  m-n  in  the  northernmost  platoon  of 
b/2-28  Inf,  the  3d  platoon,  spotted  5  ‘  ‘wsiklng  north.  They  disappeared 
before  fire  could  be  brought  on  them.  At  the  same  time,  3  VC  were  spotted 
climbing  into  trees  in  front  of  another  3d  platoon  position.  Two  M-79 
rounds  were  fired  at  the  VC,  and  the  VC  ran.  The  VC  were  wearing  black 
"pajamas",  b/2-28  Inf's  second  patrol,  having  reached  about  50  meters 
frcm  the  perimeter,  was  called  back  in.  CPT  Sawtelle,  figuring  that 
b/2-28  Inf  was  about  to  become  engaged  in  the  northwest,  pulled  his 
compaiip  A/2-28  Inf,  out  of  the  tree  line  and  began  to  march  them  north¬ 
ward  in  the  clearing  toward  positions  where  they  could  provide  rear 
support  for  b/2-28  Inf. 

At  liif42  one  nan  in  b/1-16  Inf  spotted  2  VC  east  of  the  perimeter  and 
sliot  them,  A  few  minutes  later  he  shot  two  more.  At  the  same  time  a 
B/l-liS  Inf  patrol  received  two  sniper  rounds  about  100  meters  in  front  of 
the  perimeter.  The  CO  of  b/1-16  Inf  notified  his  battalion's  CP  of  the 
actli-ity,  but  it  was  already  clear  that  a  heavy  engagement  was  imminent. 

The  intensity  of  sniper  fire  was  increasing.  Patrolling  units  rejoined 
the  perimeter  in  the  sectors  of  A/l-16  Inf,  b/1-16  Inf,  and  b/2-28  Inf; 
reeon  1-16  Inf  had  not  sent  out  patrols  from  its  sector.  At  about  1245 
a  CH-47  resupply  helicopter  received  several  small  aims  rounds  over  the 
LZ  and  returned  to  LZ  RUFE,  vdiere  it  landed  in  a  disabled  condition.  At 
1255  B/2-2S  Inf  and  A/l-16  Inf  were  receiving  heavy  automatic  weapons  and 
small  arms  fire  fiem  the  north.  The  2d  platoon  of  A/2-28  Inf  {2/A/2-28 
Inf)  was  immediately  pinned  down  in  the  clearing  behind  3/B/2-28  Inf.  The 
heaviest  enemy  fire  was  brought  on  the  two  northernmost  platoons, 

5/b/2-28  Inf  in  the  northwest  and  3/A/1-16  Inf  in  the  northeast. 

Artillery  and  light  fire  team  gunship  helicopters  were  requested, 
and  response  was  immediate.  Tactical  air  support  was  requested  at  1252, 
With  105nin  Howitzers  of  the  2-33  Artillery  providing  principal  support, 
the  artillery  fire  arrived  about  1300.  T!»  first  rounds  were  directed  to 
fall  about  200  meters  north  of  the  perimeter,  and  the  artillery  gained 
effectiveness  as  it  was  adjusted  closer.  Two  gunships  arrived  and  began 
providing  continuous  support  to  the  units  in  the  north. 

At  1306  at  least  three  groups  of  VC  began  simultaneous  ground 
assaults  on  the  left  flank  of  3/a/1-16  Inf  and  the  end  position  on  the 
right  flank  of  3/B/2-28  Inf.  The  US  troops  used  pnt  hills  and  clusters 
of  bamboo  for  cover.  Sixty  or  seventy  VC  in  two  orderly  groups  moved 
toward  3/a/i-16  Inf  throwing  hand  grenades  and  firing  automatic  weapons. 
RPC's  and  anti-tank  weapons  were  also  used  aginast  the  US  positions. 

The  VC  coicentratcd  on  the  left  flank  of  the  3d  platoon.  The  y-60 
machine  gun  position  there  was  knocked-out  Immediately  viien  an  RPC  roiuid 
hit  the  position,  wounding  the  men  and  leaving  the  gun  inoperative.  The 
VC  killed  or  wounded  all  of  the  left  flank  of  the  3d  platoon  of  A/l-16  Inf. 
It  was  reported  by  troops  in  the  action  that  fclie  VC  used  a  chemical 
agent,  probably  a  type  of  tear  gas,  on  the  3d  platoon  positions.  The 
right  flank  of  the  platoon  was  able  to  move  back  and  join  the  2d  platoon 
line  about  40  meters  to  their  rear.  The  dei  i  and  the  wounded  viio  were 
unable  to  move  had  to  be  loft  forward.  The  new  line  formed  by  the  2d 
platoon  and  men  fran  t!ie  3d  platoon  was  about  15  meters  frran  the  clearing, 
and  directly  behind  the  original  3d  platoon  positions.  At  the  beginning 
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of  the  engage.nent  of  A/l-16  Inf,  support  from  the  company's  two  Slmm 
mortars  was  reauested  in  addition  to  the  artillery  Hre,  Both  arrived 
immediately,  but  the  company  mortars  could  place  close-in  fire  on  the 
enemy  during  the  time  the  artillery  was  being  adjusted  into  the  area  near 
the  perimeter,  where  it  would  be  most  effective.  After  about  10  minutes, 
effective  artillery  was  falling,  two  gunships  were  firing  into  the  area, 
and  heavy  IIS  automatic  fire  was  delivered  from  the  newly-formed  line 
lith  the  2d  and  3d  platoons.  The  attacking  VC  had  reached  the  original 
3d  platoon  positions  then  ended  their  first  assault.  This  was  at  about 
1315. 

In  the  msantime,  a  group  of  VC  attacking  b/2-28  Inf  had  killed  the 
two  men  in  the  northernmost  position  of  that  company  at  the  start  of  the 
assault  from  the  north.  Two  VC  occupied  the  position  and  started  firing 
from  it,  using  the  US  bodies  as  a  shield.  Other  small  groups  of  VC 
approached  the  northern  positions  of  3/B/2-28  Inf,  wounding  several  of  the 
men  on  the  platoon's  right  flank.  The  platoon  sergeant,  SFC  Billie  J. 
Dodd,  RAI6526378,  took  four  of  his  men  toward  the  end  position  that  had 
been  taken  by  the  VC,  The  VC  fired  on  the  group,  killing  two  and  wounding 
SFC  Dodd,  PFC  Ben  Walker,  US5682A413,  the  radio  operator  Dodd  had  chosen 
to  help  retake  the  lost  position,  was  uniwinded  and  moved  to  his  right, 
where  he  found  some  cover  from  enemy  fire.  He  stayed  in  this  spot, 
about  30  meters  from  the  VC  and  isolated  from  US  positions,  until  the  VC 
finally  withdrew.  He  used  his  radio  to  report  on  the  battle  and  direct 
artilleiy.  The  other  unwounded  man,  PFC  .loiin  J.  Rieck,  Jr.,  US51825322, 
gave  first  aid  to  SFC  Dodd  and  returned  to  the  platoon  CP  to  get  a 
medic.  Another  member  of  the  3d  platoon,  SP4  Dannie  Smith,  US 52631525, 
occupied  the  position  next  to  the  end  one  that  had  been  overrun  and  held 
his  position  alone  through  most  of  the  engagement.  He  could  not  see 
tte  US  positions  on  either  side  of  his.  Three  VC  approached  t:is  position 
from  50  to  75  meters  away.  They  wore  black  "pajamas"  and  had  among  them 
one  AK-A7  and  two  carbines.  Sndth  moved  behind  a  small  tree  and  stayed 
there  throwing  grenades  and  firing  his  M-16  at  the  three  VC,  who  fired 
and  threw  grenades  at  Smith  from  behind  an  ant  hill.  Smith  left  his 
position  viien  an  enemy  round  hit  one  of  his  smoke  grenades,  which  made 
his  clothes  start  to  bum.  Smith  ran  back  to  the  clearing  where  men  of 
A/2-28  Inf  put  out  the  fire  and  gave  first  aid  to  his  bums. 

At  about  1325  a  60mm  mortar  barrage  was  directed  agsdnst  the  northern 
elements  of  A/l-16  Inf  and  B/2-28  Inf,  The  barrage  consisted  of  15  to 
20  rounds  and  ended  at  1330.  The  rounds  were  most  effectively  placed 
around  the  left  flank  of  A/l-16  Inf  and  accounted  for  the  majority  of 
that  company's  wounded.  The  assault  at  I306  had  been  responsible  for 
most  of  the  company's  killed.  The  enemy  attack  in  tho  north  was  coordi¬ 
nated  so  that  as  soon  as  the  mortar  rounds  stopped  falling,  at  1330, 
the  VC  were  in  frent  of  the  2d-3d  platoon  line  of  A/l-16  Inf  and  began  a 
second  large  ground  assault.  It  was  coordinated  with  increased  pressure 
on  the  B/2-28  Inf  right  flank  as  well  as  a  simultaneous  assault  on 
recon  I-I6  Inf  in  the  southeast. 

The  1330  assault  on  A/l-16  Inf  consisted  of  apparently  the  same 
groups  of  VC  attacking  the  same  area  that  had  been  hit  in  the  first 
assault.  This  time,  however,  A/l-16  Inf  had  a  stronger  left  flank,  with 
the  2d  and  3d  platoons'  lines  consolidated,  and  artillery  was  already 
falling  close  in  front  of  tto  US  positions.  During  the  second  VC 
assault  from  the  north,  fifteen  minutes  of  continuous  artillerj-  fire 
fell  in  front  of  A/l-16  Inf.  Though  the  enemy  was  next  to  the  perimeter 
before  the  ground  attack  even  started,  they  could  not  again  overvdielm 
the  US  with  their  heavy  automatic  weapons  end  RPG  fire.  The  VC  got 
within  30  meters  of  the  tree  line,  or  15  meters  from  the  2d-3d  platoon 
line,  A  rifleman  in  the  3d  platoon,  PFC  Daniel  J,  Phelps,  RA16929631, 
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saw  a  group  of  10  VC  assaulting  his  two-man  position.  The  VC  vore  black 
"pajamas"  and  were  walking  and  firing  at  the  same  time.  They  got  within 
25  meters  of  Phelps'  position,  which  was  behind  an  ant  hill.  With 
about  2  minutes  of  automatic  M-l6  fire  Phelps  and  his  partner  killed 
the  10  assaulting  VC.  Then  the  other  rifleman  with  Phelps  was  hit  and 
killed,  probably  by  a  sniper,  Phd.ps  stayed  at  this  position  through 
the  entire  engagement.  He  coul.d  see  no  other  US  position  from  his, 

Phelps  saw  and  shot  VC  crawling  toward  his  position  one  at  a  time.  He 
saw  VC  bodies  being  dragged  away,  but  the  bodies  of  the  10  VC  who  assaulted 
remained  in  front  of  Phelps'  position.  The  A/l-16  Inf  CP  had  been  moved 
from  the  center  of  the  company' s  sector  to  the  area  that  was  being  assaulted 
so  that  the  CO  could  have  better  control  of  the  action,  and  the  forward 
observer  could  adjust  the  artillery  dose  to  the  area  that  was  being 
attacked.  Soon  after  1330  the  radio  operator  of  A/I-16  Inf  reported 
that  he  and  the  company  conmander  were  wounded  and  that  he  codd  see  two 
VC  entering  the  perimeter.  These  were  apparently  the  only  VC  that  broke 
through  the  A/l-16  Inf  perimeter  on  the  second  assault,  and  they  were 
killed  immediately.  With  a  medic  attending  his  wounds,  CPT  Williamson 
continued  to  command  his  company  throughout  the  battle,  The  US  artillery 
barrage  was  so  close  to  the  perimeter  that  occasional  pieces  of  shrapnel 
reached  the  friendly  positions  through  the  trees.  Still  hot  after 
filtering  through  the  umbrella  of  bamboo,  the  shrapnel  siszled  on  the 
men's  wet  clothes.  It  was  largely  a  result  of  this  massive,  close-in 
artillery  support  that  the  VC  were  unable  to  reach  the  US  positions  as 
they  had  in  the  first  assault  on  A/l-16  Inf.  The  VC  withdrew  suddenly 
at  13A5. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  second  assault  on  A/l-16  Inf  started,  at 
1330,  the  VC  moved  in  on  the  right  flank  of  b/2-28  Inf,  which  was  next 
to  a7i-16  Inf  in  the  north.  Artillery  fire  was  then  heavy  and  effec¬ 
tively  holding  back  the  VC.  The  artillery  fell  within  30  meters  of  the 
perimater.  The  2d  platoon  of  A/2-28  Inf,  pinned  down  in  the  clearing 
behind  B/2-28  Inf's  light  flanlc,  crawled  south  toward  some  trees  near 
the  center  of  the  L2,  Because  of  heavy  autcmatic  weapons  fire  they  were 
unable  to  stand  up  in  the  tall  elephant  grass  in  order  to  open  fire. 

At  about  1335  they  formed  an  east-west  line  across  the  clearing  sealing 
off  the  two  battalions'  CP's  from  the  north.  They  then  stood  up  and  fired 
into  the  tree  line,  aiming  high  to  avoid  hitting  US  positions  whose 
locations  were  unknown.  The  2-23  Inf's  caliber  ,50  machine  gun  was  set 
up  there  ?nd  was  used  effectively  against  snipsrs  in  trees. 

It  appeared  to  the  men  of  b/2-28  Inf  that  the  VC  could  not  see 
their  line,  as  the  VC  fired  at  smoke  grenades  whenever  they  wore  thrown. 
Otherwise  the  VC  did  not  fire  unless  they  saw  a  U3  troop  move.  It  was 
reported  by  men  of  A/2-28  Inf  that  tear  gas  was  in  the  air  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  IZ  on  two  separate  occasions  during  the  battle. 

Apparently  coordinated  with  the  attack  on  the  US  positions  in  the 
north,  at  1330  a  large  group  of  VC  assaulted  recon  1-16  Inf  in  the  south¬ 
east.  The  VC  assault  covered  a  AO-meter  front.  Two  outposts  were 
engaged  by  the  assault  group,  but  the  fire  was  concentrated  on  an  M-60 
machine  gun  position  and  the  platoon  CP,  The  CP  was  located  in  the 
clearing  directly  behind  the  M-60  position.  The  machine  gun  position 
was  immediately  overrun.  The  US  positions  wore  too  far  apart  to  prevent 
tte  VC  from  penetrating  th3  perimeter  at  that  point.  The  positions  on 
the  pLatoon's  right  flank  were  receiving  sniper  fire.  Three  VC  were 
observed  south  of  the  perimeter  and  wre  engaged,  with  unknown  results. 

At  the  pLatoon  CP  the  artillery  obsorrer  had  just  finished  making  initial 
adjustments  on  s'lprorting  fire  for  in  front  of  the  perimeter  when  his 
radio  operator  was  hit  and  the  radio  destroyed.  The  CP  was  receiving 
heavy  automatic  weapons  fire,  and  it  vi^s  decided  that  the  CP  group  could 
not  hold  the  position.  The  wounded  had  to  be  evacuated  first,  so  the 
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platoon  sergeant,  SSG  Gradie  E.  Sandeiw,  RA14723897,  the  artillery  observer, 
and  a  medic  left,  carrying  three  wounded  men.  Before  he  left,  SSG  Sanders 
saw  8  to  10  VC  approaching  the  CP.  The  VC  wore  khaki  uniforms,  steel 
helmets,  bandoleers,  anO  web  gear.  The  wounded  were  carried  to  a  point 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  platoon,  near  the  b/1-16  Inf  positicns.  The 
platoon  leader,  talking  by  radio  to  the  CO  of  l-l6  Inf,  reported  that  his 
CP  group  had  killsd  more  than  30  VC,  saying  they  were  "stacking  them  up 
like  cordwood."  Radio  contact  with  the  recon  platoon  CP  was  then  lost. 

The  VC  killed  all  of  the  group  at  the  CP  and  frisked  their  clothes.  The 
CO  of  1-16  Inf  ordered  an  element  of  the  battalion  headquarters  company  to 
move  toward  the  recon  platoon's  sector  to  provide  assistance.  At  134.1  the 
first  airstrike  arrived,  about  150  meters  east  of  the  perimeter.  The  VC 
withdrew  at  about  1345j  using  the  same  break  in  the  lino  through  which  they 
had  entered. 

Continuous  air  support  was  provided  east  and  scutheast  of  LZ  XRAY. 

The  fire  coordination  line  ran  north  and  saith  through  the  NDP,  Artillery 
was  the  principal  deterrent  placed  on  the  enemy  assaults  cn  A/l-16  Inf 
and  B/2-28  Inf  in  the  north  and  northwest;  airstrikes  provided  the  most 
effective  support  for  reoon  1-16  Inf  in  the  southeast.  Part  of  one  airstrike, 
however,  was  delivered  on  the  west  side  of  the  LZ,  killing  2  men  in 
B/2-28  Inf. 

Although  the  enemy  assault  groupa  all  withdrew  from  around  LZ  XRAY 
at  about  1345,  the  US  positions  continued  to  receive  heavy  automatic 
weapons  fire.  By  1350  a  platoon  of  A/2-28  Inf  had  formed  a  line  of 
blocking  positions  across  the  clearing  Just  above  the  recon  1-16  Inf 
sector.  At  1355  two  gunships  were  called  to  provide  additional  support 
in  front  of  the  recon  platoon  sector.  At  1403  the  elements  of  1-16  Inf 
and  2-28  Inf  located  at  IZ  RUPE  received  10  60ram  mortar  rounds  and  small 
arms  fire  lasting  for  about  one-half  hour. 

Around  12  XRAY  the  sources  of  the  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire  were 
moving  farther  from  the  US  positions.  All  units  at  LZ  XRAY  started  their 
efforts  to  collect  the  wounded  and  move  them  to  the  evacuation  point  in 
the  center  of  the  NDP.  By  1445  most  of  the  VC  automatic  weapons  fire  had 
stopped.  Sniper  fire  from  a  distance  continued  until  about  1500,  vdien  all 
incoming  rounds  stopped.  By  1500  recon  1-16  Inf  had  moved  all  its  men, 
casualties,  and  eouipment  within  the  perimeter  formed  by  the  A/2-28  Inf 
blocking  positions.  Helicopter  evacuation  of  casualties  from  LZ  XRAY 
began  after  1500  and  lasted  until  about  1850. 

At  about  1530  a  barrage  of  30  to  35  601011  mortar  rounds  was  concentrated 
on  the  b/2-28  Inf  CP  area  in  the  west  and  the  area  newly  occupied  by  recon 
1-16  Inf  in  the  south. 

After  US  casualties  and  eo\iipment  had  been  removed  from  the  recon 
1-16  Inf  sector,  there  was  no  other  police  mission  conducted  in  that  area 
laitil  the  following  day.  The  search  of  the  battlefisld  in  the  north 
covered  a  maximum  of  100  meters  from  the  US  positions.  Recovering  US 
casualtioe  and  •qulpaont,  A/I-I6  Inf  found  35  to  40  VC  bodies  in  front  of 
thsir  positions.  Most  .at  the  VC  bodies  wore  khaki  uniforms,  looked  well 
fed,  and  had  new  Soviet  assault  rif3.es,  A/2-28  Inf  also  conducted  a 
limited  search  of  the  area  in  front  of  the  northern  sector  of  the  perimeter. 
They  found  2  VC  bodies  and  shallow  depiressions  in  the  ground  that  looked 
as  if  they  had  been  dug  under  fire,  A  .large  amount  of  conmunication  wire 
ran  on  trails  between  most  of  the  enemy  positions. 

Initial  interrogation  of  a  captured  enemy  soldier  was  very  limited 
because  the  prisoner  was  wounded  and  had  to  be  evacuated.  In  subsequent 
interrogation  the  prisoner  stated  that  he  was  one  of  a  group  of  30  to  50 
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North  Vietnamese  infiltrators  who  had  recently  been  assigned  to  the  2d 
Battalion  of  the  271fc  VC  Regiment.  His  unit  moved  to  the  battle  area 
on  7  June  1967.  On  16  Juno  the  1st  and  2d  Battalions  of  the  27l8t  VC 
Regiment  had  prepared  the  ambush  site  at  12  XRAY  because  they  knew  that 
US  troops  had  entered  the  area  on  13  June.  Each  company  had  three  60min 
mortars  and  a  Chinese  heavy  machine  gun  of  unknown  type.  The  VC  had 
spent  the  ni^t  of  16  June  at  anotter  location  and  returned  to  LZ  XRAY 
on  17  June  after  the  US  troops  had  arrived. 

At  1610  1-16  Inf  was  notified  that  the  1-18  Inf  would  replace 
Conpeaiy  A,  the  headquarters  company,  and  the  recon  platoon  of  1-16  Inf 
at  LZ  XRAY.  1-18  Inf  began  arriving  at  LZ  XRAY  by  helicopter  at  1627. 

The  helilift  was  stopped  at  1700  when  LZ  XRAY  received  a  50  to  60-round 
barrage  from  60iim  and  81mm  mortars.  After  1710  there  was  no  further 
eneiqy  activity,  Count0r-<aortar  fires  were  employed,  and  the  lift  of 
1-18  Inf  was  subsequently  con^sleted.  The  lift  of  A/1-16  Inf  and  recon 
1-16  Inf  to  CHI  LIIIH  was  completed  at  1830,  The  lift  of  the  headouarters 
company  of  1-16  Inf  to-LZ  RUFE  was  completed  at  1855. 


The  last  airstrike  was  delivered  at  1915.  There  was  a  total  of  43 
tactical  air  sorties  in  support  of  the  action  at  LZ  XRAY.  Ordnance 
reouested  was  CBU  and  napalm.  Ordnance  delivered  was  CBU,  napalm,  rockets, 
500-pound  and  750-pound  bombs,  and  20m  cannon  fire.  A  total  of  8,250 
artillery  rounds  were  fired  in  support  of  the  battle.  There  were  7,621 
rotmds  of  105mm,  513  rounds  of  155mm,  38  rounds  of  175mm,  and  78  rounds 
of  8  inch  artilieiy. 


On  18  June  1967,  1-18  Inf  conducted  a  search  of  the  battle  area. 
They  foimd  26  bodies,  which  broxight  the  body  count  of  enemy  killed  to 
222,  It  is  likely  that  the  VC  removed  a  large  number  of  their  dead. 


.  Incl 

1.  Diagram  of  1306  assault 

2.  Diagram  of  1330  assault 

3.  Sources 

4.  Sheet  ^331  141 
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Inclosxire  2:  Diagram  of  1330  assault 
Battle  of  XOM  BO  II 


Inclosure  3:  Sources 

1.  Ist  Inf  Div  G-2  INTSUM. 

2.  1st  Inf  Div  G-3  SITREP. 

3.  1-16  Inf  journal  for  17  June  1967. 

Ut  1-16  Inf  report  on  17  June  1967  engagement. 

5.  2-28  Inf  journal  for  17  June  1967. 

6.  2-28  Inf  report  on  17  June  1967  engagement, 

7.  Interviews  of  the  folloidng  personnel  conducted  by  PFC  Gsry  C.  Meade, 
RAI687929O,  }7th  Military  History  Detachment,  on  22  and  23  June  I967  at 
DONG  XOAI,  IvTN: 


a.  LTC  Rufus  C.  Lazzel,  06463A»  CO,  1-16  Inf. 

b.  SSG  Gradie  E.  Sanders,  RA14723897,  pit  sgt,  recon  1-16  Inf. 

c.  SFC  Earnest  H.  Clutts,  RA14502772,  pit  sgt,  3/A/I-I6  Inf. 

3.  Interviews  of  the  following  personnel  conducteti  by  PFC  Stephen  C, 
Williams,  US5166A317,  17th  Military  History  Detachnent,  at  or  near  LAI  KHE, 
RVtl,  on  the  dates  indicated; 


a. 


b. 


c. 


d. 

e. 

f. 


g. 


h. 


20  June  67:  CPT  Donald  S.  01m,  094U9,  CO,  3,'l-16  Inf. 

27  June  67;  CPT  John  A.  Turner,  094727,  CO,  B/2-28  Inf. 

27  June  67:  SOQ  James  Jimenez,  RA19825290,  3/E'/2-28  Inf. 

SP4  Joseph  L.  Hare,  0S52647537,  3/B/2-28  Inf. 

SP4  Frank  C.  Holzworth,  0S52672590,  3/B/2-28  Inf, 

PFC  Gary  W.  Wisdom,  05*6581012,  3/13/2-28  Inf. 

PFO  Ben  Walker,  0556824413,  3/b/2-;J8  Inf. 

27  June  67;  SP4  Dannie  Smith,  0552631525,  3/B/i--28  Inf. 

28  June  67:  CPT  Donald  W.  Sawtelle,  093924,  CO,  A/2-28  Inf, 

28  June  67:  2LT  Patrick  M.  Jones,  05332026,  pit  Idr,  2/A/2-28  t'.f. 

4  July  67:  CPT  William  R.  Williamson,  094018,  00,  A/l-16  Inf. 

4  July  67:  SSG  Gradie  E,  Sanders,  RA14723897,  pit  sgt,  recen  1-16  Inf. 
SGT  Mose  J.  Howa,  OS56393200,  recon  I-I6  Inf. 


i.  4  July  67:  PFC  Daniel  J.  Phelps,  RA16929631,  3/A/1-16  Inf. 


9,  1st  Inf  Div  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  BIIXII'CS 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM! 
HEADQUARTERS  DST  INPyiNTRY  DIVISICN 
17th  Milltarj^’  History  Detachment 
APO  San  Prancif.eo  96345 


A7DB-T 


31  tJuly  1967 


Small  Unit  Action 
C  Company,  1-2  Infantry 
at  XT675868  on  21  March  1967 


Prior  to  the  21  March  1967  action  described  in  this  narrative,  the  Viet 
Cong  conducted  numeroua  attacks  almg  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Route  246. 

On  17  March  1967  the  lat  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  vrith  A  Troop,  3d  Squadron, 

5th  Cavalry  (-)  and  B  Company,  2d  Battalion,  47th  Infantry  received  one 
round  of  sniper  fire  near  the  road  ■with  no  resulting  casualties.  On  the 
same  day  A/3-5  Cavalier  received  sniper  fire  resulting  in  3  US  WHA.  At 
I9123OH  March  1967  an  M-II3  Armored  Personnel  Carrier  (APC)  of  A/l-4 
Cavalry  working  that  day  with  the  1-2  Infantry  was  hit  by  an  RPG  round 
resulting  in  2  US  WHA,  and  sllf^t  damage  to  the  vehicle.  Small  arms  fire 
Was  also  received  that  resulted  in  no  casualties.  Also  that  day  at  1345 
hours  another  M-113  hit  a  mine  resulting  in  extensive  damage  to  the  track 
and  no  US  casualties.  At  210725H  March  1967  an  engineer  5  ton  truck  hit  a 
mine  on  Route  246  that  resulted  in  1  US  tfflA  and  the  truck  was  totally 
destroyed. 

The  1-2  Infantry  under  the  contsand  of  LTC  William  C.  Simpson,  028381, 
was  established  along  Route  246  to  conduct  a  series  of  patrols  each  day 
in  order  to  secure  the  road  and  the  west  bank  of  a  bridge  construction  site 
at  Xr6238l6.  At  210330H  March  1967  C  Company,  1-2  Infantry  under  the  cormand 
Of  CPT  Gilbert  VJichert,  092270,  Bellvue,  Nebraska  mounted  M-113' s  and 
moved  up  Route  246  to  a  checkpoint  (CP),  Number  9,  i4iich  was  secured  by 
engineers. 

Intelligence  furnished  CPT  Wichert  indicated  that  the  enemy  in  the 
operational  area  was  normally  local  guerrillas,  but  one  could  expect  to 
moot  main  force  units  that  -.wuld  travel  through  the  area.  Experience 
gained  from  operating  in  the  area  during  the  past  several  days  indicated 
that  the  gueiri-Uas  were  relying  oti  hit  and  run  tactics.  The  feeling  of 
the  intelligence  community  was  that  large  enemy  troop  imits  were  probably 
moving  through  the  area  so  the  decision  was  made  by  LTC  Simpson  to  conduct 
company  size  patrols. 

At  0915  hours  the  company  size  patrol  cf  72  man  departed  CP  #9  and 
mo'ved  on  a  azimuth.  The  company  was  orgaivized  into  three  rifle 
I^atoons,  ndnus  the  weapons  platoon.  Bach  rifle  squad  averaged  3  to  4  men. 
Every  few  minutes  vhe  coajiany  would  stop,  break  down  to  smaller  subordinate 
units,  and  ctnduct  "cloverleaf"  patrolling— a  form  of  saturation  patrolling 
in  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 


As  the  patrol  moved  through  the  jungle  the  order  of  march  was  1st 
Platoon,  2d  Platoon,  Headquarters  group,  and  3d  Platoon. 

The  artillery  forward  observer  (PO),  ILT  John  Bowman,  055020236, 
Bayonne,  New  Jersey  placed  artillery  fire  to  the  front  and  flwks  'While 
the  opTupany  formed  a  perimeter  for  "cloverleafing"  or  while  the  con?>sny  was 
marching  through  the  Jungle.  The  FO  had  one  lO^mm  howitzer  from  D  Battery, 
1-5  Artillery  in  direct  support  cf  the  patrol. 
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At  about  1000  hours  the  company  halted  and  formed  a  company  size  base 
Hltti  the  command  group  in  the  center.  The  let  Platoon  crossed  a  stream 
and  established  the  western  purticn  of  the  perimeter.  The  2d  Platoon 
established  the  eastern  side  of  the  patrol  base.  The  3d  Platoon  remained 
outside  of  the  patrol  base  and  prepared  to  go  on  patrol.  Two  observation 
posts  per  platoon  were  established  at  a  distance  of  5'  to  75  meters  from 
the  perimeter.  Small  cloverleaf  patrols  were  conductea  in  the  Immediate 
vicinity  of  the  patrol  base.  The  company  cpnmander  (CO),  CPT  Wichert, 
briefed  SFC  Tyson  M.  Hall,  M36882227,  Now  Boston,  Texas,  who  was  the  3d 
Platoon  leader  and  whose  platoon  was  preparing  to  go  on  patrol. 

The  company  patrol  base  was  established  next  to  the  junction  of  three 
streams  as  the  area  appeared  to  CPT  Wichert  to  be  a  logical  VC  base  camp 
area,  A  small  destroyed  village  was  located  about  800  meterr  from  the 
patrol  base.  One  could  find  other  villages  and  ruins  at  a  distance  of 
about  2,000  maters.  The  jun^e  in  the  area  was  dense  and  not  freouented 
by  artillery  destruction  fires. 

At  1100  hours  SFC  Hall  returned  to  his  platoon  and  Kl-efed  his  squad 
leaders  on  the  mission  they  were  to  accomplish.  After  they  had  received 
the  mission  they  collectively  discussed  the  concept  of  the  operation, 
specific  actions  to  be  taken  upon  contact,  the  location  of  the  machine  guns 
in  the  column  so  that  they  would  be  readily  available  when  needed,  and 
danger  points  along  their  route  of  march.  One  should  note  that  all  of 
these  men  agreed  that  their  major  danger  point  would  be  the  streams  along 
the  march  route. 

At  1115  hours  SFC  Hall  moved  his  platoon  out  on  patiijl  and  moved  for 
500  meters,  paralleling  the  east  bank  of  the  stream.  They  moved  with  two 
squad  files  abreast  and  the  point  squad  to  the  front.  Once  they  conpleted 
their  first  leg  of  the  patrol  they  moved  on  a  new  azimuth  perpendicular 
to  the  stream. 

While  searching  the  jungle  areas  around  than  the  3d  Platoon  encountered 
no  VC,  At  a  distance  of  25  meters  from  their  first  checkpoint  a  trail  was 
found  which  appeared  to  be  frequently  used.  SGT  Harry  W,  Warlick,  RA137- 
69598,  Baltimore,  Maryland  had  noticed  n  small  fence  of  interwoven  bamboo 
branches  along  their  route  of  march  before  arriving  at  the  trail,  Nomelly 
VC  base  camps  found  in  the  Ist  Division  area  have  a  fence  similar  to  the  one 
found  by  SGT  Warlick,  It  is  believed  that  the  Viet  Cong  use  these  fences 
to  trap  and  pen  animals,  and  for  the  control  cf  fire  and  movoment, 

SFC  Hall  continued  to  move  his  patrol  toward  the  stream.  As  they 
moved  he  continued  to  maintain  radio  contact  with  the  company  cownander 
vho  was  monitoring  the  patrol's  progress. 

With  tte  Ist  Squad  at  tte  point  and  the  3d  Squad  at  the  right  flank, 
both  souads  silently  reached  the  winding  stream  bank  at  the  same  time. 

Tall  grass  and  jungle  shrubs  were  prevaloit  in  the  area  around  the 
stream.  As  it  was  the  dry  season  the  stream  bed  was  shallow  and  easy 
to  cross. 

Upon  reaching  the  stream  with  the  intent  of  reconnoitering  and  crossing, 
PFC  Gordon  A.  Shaw,  US56435705,  looked  across  the  stream  and  saw  some  clothing 
hanging  from  a  tree.  He  looked  up  the  creek  ai\d  saw  2  VC  standing  on 
the  opposite  bank.  Then  he  signaled  for  his  squad, 

SPA  Carl  E.  Holcomb,  US56433705,  Modena,  Illinois,  1st  Squad  leader, 
moved  up  toward  Shaw's  position  and  observed  the  2  VC  washing  their  canteen 
cups  in  the  stream.  It  appeared  to  the  2  US  soldiers  that  the  VC  had 
finished  eating.  Two  more  VC  were  observed  in  a  base  camp  15  to  20  meters 
away,  SPA  Holcomb  thai  requested  that  the  M-60  machine  gun  be  brought 
fbrward, 
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SFC  Hall  said,  "When  the  point  spotted  the  pajamas  hanging  up  on  a 
wash  line  and  the  3d  Squad  on  ay  right  flank  reported  they  saw  a  fortified 
base  can?),  I  immediately  had  the  machine  gun  crew  behind  me  move  up  to 
assist  SGT  Warliok." 

When  the  machine  gun  crew  reached  SGT  Warlick  he  personnally  took 
the  machine  gun  and  placed  it  into  its  firing  position. 

As  the  reports  of  the  observed  VC  reached  CPT  Wichert,  he  inciediately 
requested  a  fire  mission  from  the  artilloiy.  The  artillery  concentrations 
were  to  be  initially  placed  600  meters  to  the  north  of  the  VC  base  camp 
as  blocking  fires.  He  also  requested  an  aerial  observer  (AO)  and  learned 
that  LTC  Thomas  R.  Dennis,  01686815,  CO,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Artillery 
was  in  the  sir  and  would  act  as  the  AO.  CPT  Wichert  then  ordered  his 
recomaissanoe  squad,  rdiich  was  patrolling  a  different  area,  to  return 
to  the  company  patrol  base  to  join  the  rest  of  the  compmy  and  prepare  to 
assist  the  3d  Platoon.  Once  the  company  was  assembled  they  began  to 
move  toward  the  3d  Platoon.  The  order  -of  march  was  the  2d  Platoon,  the 
command  group,  and  the  Ist  Platoon  at  the  rear  of  the  column. 

Meanwhile  the  3d  Platoon  silently  moved  into  their  attack  positions. 

They  oould  see  the  VC  moving  around  unaware  of  the  pending  assault.  The 
VC  that  coiild  be  seen  were  wearing  black  uniforms  vdth  shoulder  epaulets 
and  buttons.  The  men  stated  that  the  camp  had  a  fishy  odor  vtiich  is 
peculiar  to  most  VC  base  can^Js  that  they  had  visited.  As  the  nine  men 
moved  into  position  with  SGT  Warlick  they  could  see  5  VC  moving  toward 
the  stream  and  2  VC  were  standing  on  the  river  bank.  A  total  of  7  VC 
wore  in  their  view. 

At  1243  hours  the  3d  Platoon,  C  Cooqjany,  1-2  Infantry  commenced  its 
attack  on  the  Viet  Cong.  Just  prior  to  the  attack  the  VC  at  the  river 
bank  heard  or  sensed  the  danger  because  they  all  turned  around  simultan¬ 
eously  and  headed  quickly  toward  theljf  bunkers.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
the  3d  Platoon  opened  fire  on  the  VC  for  about  20  seconds  with  a  large 
volvime  of  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  During  the  initial 
Imrst  of  fire  the  VC  fired  back}  this  was  the  wily  time  the  US  troops 
received  hostile  fire.  While  SGT  Warlick *8  men  firod  the  sergeant  was 
informed  by  CPT  Wichert  that  the  balance  of  the  company  was  rawing  up 
to  assist  and  reenforce.  SGT  Warlick  thei  threw  out  several  yellow 
smoke  grenades  to  mark  his  troops'  positions  for  the  aerial  observer. 

Troops  taking  part  in  the-nction  inmediately  saw  the  eneny's  reaction. 
SP4  Isreal  Armondores,  Merced,  California,  said,  "As  soon  as  they  tried 
to  take  off  I  opened  fire  with  ray  machine  gun,"  PFC  Dean  Harria,  US558- 
45564,  Berlce,  Indiana,  said,  "There  were  bullets  flying  all  wer  the 
place.  The  first  burst  of  fire  dropped  the  5  VC  at  the  stream  at  once," 

As  soon  as  the  artillery  forward  observer,  ILT  John  Bowman,  heard  the 
gun  fire  he  requested  an  aerial  observer  and  direct  support  of  a  full 
battery  v  artiU.ery  rather  than  just  the  one  tube  that  had  been  supporting 
the  company.  The  aerial  observer  was  needed  to  adjust  the  artillery 
fire  and  to  relay  the  fire  coitmands.  ILT  Bowman  said,  "As  we  moved  to 
join  the  platoon  in  contact,  the  aerial  obaerver  had  complete  control 
of  the  fire  missions.  Once  wo  Joined  the  platoon  on  the  stream  I  brought 
the  artillery  in  closer  to  t  he  VC,  wlthirr  200  to  300  meters  of  our  positions, 
V/e  continued  to  firu  artillery  in  the  general  arrea  for  3  to  3i  hours. 

Also,  airstrikes  wetxj  later  put  in  to  our  north.  During  the  airstrlkes 
I  shifted  the  artillery  fire  to  our  west  so  we  would  have  a  constant 
volume  of  artillery  blocking  fires," 
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CPT  Wiohert  sald^  "The  airstrikoa  dropped  500“lh  high  fragmentation 
bombs,  DBU,  and  napalm.  While  the  3d  Platoon  laid  down  a  steady  base  of 
fire  on  the  VC  base  camp,  I  naneuvered  the  2d  Platoon  around  and  had 
them  line  up  into  an  infantry  assault  line,  I  took  ten  minutes  to  prepare 
the  assault  in  order  to  make  sure  each  man  knew  his  job  and  had  a  sector 
of  fire.  My  men  opened  fire  on  their  assigned  sectors,  and,  at  my 
command,  the  2d  Platoon  began  a  frmtal  assault  on  the  VC  base  camp, 

Ilje  lot  Platoon  remained  in  reserve  to  secure  the  rear  area,"  The  men 
of  the  2d  Platoon  ran  into  the  ankle  deep  water  at  the  foot  of  the  river 
bed  and  fired  their  rifles  and  threw  hand  grenades  as  they  attacked  the 
VC  base  camp,"  CPT  Wichert  said,  "Using  marchli^  fire,  the  2d  Platoon 
moved  on  line  across  the  stream  and  ent'-’^d  the  VC  base  camp.  The  sound 
of  the  initial  exploding  hand  grenades,  plus  verbal  Instructions,  signaled 
the  3d  Platoon  to  lift  their  supporting  fires  prior  to  the  assault." 

The  men  assaulted  into  the  VC  base  camp,  PPC  Donovan  K,  Nash,  US558- 
50766,  St,  Louis  Paric,  Minnesota,  an  assistant  machine  gunner  commented, 

"We  moved  up,  laying  down  a  base  of  fire  as  we  moved,  and  we  killed  two 
more  VC  as  we  overran  their  positions," 

To  PPC  Jack  L,  Robinson,  US55334313,  Bonham,  Texas,  "Everything  went 
like  clockwork.  We  moved  up  with  no  oppositirn;  everyone  did  his  job  well," 

As  the  troops  swept  through  the  VC  canp  CPT  Wichert  noticed  a 
bandaged  VC  attempting  to  escape.  CPT  Wichert  said,  "There  was  cne  VC 
survivor  who  was  wounded  and  bandaged  around  the  chest.  I  saw  his 
movement  and  shot  him.  Then  after  tte  svreep  was  over  I  organised  the 
company  into  a  perimeter  that  included  the  captured  VC  base  camp. 
Observation  posts  wore  established  and  a  series  of  cloverleaf  patrols 
were  conducted  100  to  150  neters  out  from  the  perimeter," 

After  taking  the  VC  base  camp  CPT  Widiert  had  his  executive  officer, 

IIT  Davi.d  E,  Douglas,  05326393*  supervise  the  search  of  the  area  and  the 
bodies.  The  lieutenant  used  the  company  reconnaissance  squad,  called  the 
"Leopards",  for  the  detail.  The  Leopards  were  established  by  CPT  Wichert 
to  give  his  company  a  long  range  reconnaissance  capability.  CPT  Wichert 
gave  the  following  account  of  the  Leopards.  "The  Leopards  were  volunteers 
\*io  ha.d  combat  experience.  They  were  distinctive  than  the  other  men  in 
the  \mit  in  that  they  were  permitted  to  wear  camouflage  uniforms.  Working 
with  the  Leopards  was  a  brave  little  Vietnameoe  National  Policeman 
nicknamed  the  Gook.  To  the  Leopards,  the  Gook  was  a  brave  and  highly 
respected  soldier.  He  spoke  Vietnamese,  Czechoslovakian,  and  French} 
he  did  not  speak  English,  Even  though  he  did  not  speak  English  ho  still 
acted  as  an  interpreter, " 

A  search  of  the  area  failed  to  turn  up  more  VC.  It  is  probable 
that  there  were  more  VC  in  the  area  during  and  prior  to  the  action  as 
there  were  12  rucksacks  found  but  cnly  8  VC  KIA, 

CPT  Wichert  concluded,  "At  1530  hours  we  returned  to  the  battalion 
base  camp.  That  night  the  dead  'Charlies'  bought  beer  for  the  company 
with  the  money  found  on  their  person." 

This  action  resulted  in  no  US  casualties  and  8  VC  KIA  by  body  count. 

Captured  enemy  equipment  included  the  following:  5  CHICOM  lifles, 

2  US  carbines,  1  P-38  pistol,  2  bayonets,  1  2-lb  block  of  TNT,  documents, 

1  RPG-2  launcher  with  13  rtjunds,  12  60am  mortar  rounds,  200  rounds  of 
small  arms  ammo,  2  magazines,  200  feet  of  double  strand  wire,  1 

CHICOM  claymore,  5  fragmentation  grenades,  and  1  CHICOM  compass, 
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indicated  naw  letter  box  numbers  fron  the  HON 
became  effective  on  1  February  1967  fc<r 
lam  Ero^ee.  These  docunents  ccnfirmad  letter  box  nunfcers  found 
patrols  such  as  the  1-18  Inf  who  found  a  duplicate  list.  Also 
doc^*  t  appeared  to  be  the  AN  LOG  Plantation  was  among  the 
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VC  RAID  ON  QtJAN  LOI  11  JtOy  196? 


1  Allgust  1967 


1,  Generali 


A»  Type  of  Aotion:  A  raid  with  the  intent  to  destroy  the  heavy 
artillery  and  armored  vehicles  in  an  attempt  to  divert  QUAN  101*3  ability 
to  support  neighboring  US/ARVN  ndlitary  Installations. 

B,  Date  Time  Group:  110120  -  110625  July  1967 

C,  Friendly  Units:  Task  Force  DIXIE,  1-26  Infantry,  Platoon 
of  A  Troop/l-A  Cavalry,  Light  Horae  C)>arlie,  C/fi-^IS  Arty,  ii/6-fi7  Arty, 
Approximately  1,075  officers  and  men. 

D,  Estimated  NVA/VC  force;  Local  guerrilla  units  of  apptwxi- 
mately  coo^wny  strength  supported  by  the  141  NVC  Regiment,  Size  of 
foroo  unknown. 


QU/J1  LOI,  Vietnam 


E,  Location  of  Battle: 

F,  Casualties: 

Friendly 

KH/i:  7 
WHA:  27 

Equipment  Losses:  Nunc 
Equipment  -  Damaged:  1  Tankj 
2  /J=C3,  1  2j  T  truck 
Dastiroyed:  1  /iPC 


2.  Prior  to  the  Battle: 


Eaemv 

KLl:  7 
P,J:  0 

Equipment  Captured:  7  AK47sj(^ 

7  canteens,  7  ammo  pouches, 

7  ponchos,  7  bayonets,  10  RPG-2 
boosters,  7  RPG  roiuids,  17  AK47 
magazines,  1,000  rds  T.SSm 
52  sachel  charges,  303te  explosives, 

2  bangalore  torpedoes,  27  hand 
grenadss,  1  compass,  1  pair  sandals, 

3  propaganda  l.eaflets. 


QUAN  LOI  to  secure  the  area  undo* 


A,  Mission;  US  units  were  at 
Task  F^roo  DIXIj,  from  the  VC  anJ.  to  c  -nCuct  rilitnr)’  oporatione  at’airJSt’ 
VC/iWA  forces  in  IS)  DIXIE. 


B,  What  eneny  information  was  available:  None,  No  indications 
of  the  onomys  intent  was  known  prior  to  the  battle.  Prior  to  the  battle 
5th  ARVN  reported  between  102006h  and  IIO60OH  the  following  bridges 
destroyed.  XT872939,  XI767761,  XT765728,  XT694751,  XU725014,  all  unguarded. 
Also  Ittghway  13  was  cratered  at  XT765712,  XT765800,  XT817811,  ai«l  XT816729, 
in5»ss:.blo  for  large  wheel  vehicles, 

C.  Type  of  Terrain;  The  terrain  in  the  QU/iN  LOI  area  is 
characterized  by  gently  rolling  hills,  with  vegatation  from  spares  to 
thick  in  the  rain  forest  jungle  that  surrounds  the  largo  "Terre  s  Rouges" 
Rubber  Plantations.  QUAN  LOI  itself  is  located  in  the  center  of  the 
rubber  plantations. 
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D,  vJeathor  Conditionsr  Htaiddity  64  -  100^,  thunderstoras, 
ceiling  500  feet,  |  mile  visibility,  temperature  74°  -  91°i  r/eather 
hampered  aerial  surviellance  during  the  action.  The  guard  on  the  tower 
who  .was  on  mortar /rocket  watch  was  unable  to  pinpoint  the  locatioii  of  the 
enery  mortars  because  of  poor  visibility, 

3.  The  Battle  Narrative:  At  0105  hours  the  first  indication  of 
eneny  activity  ocoured  when  the  Quad  .50  Platoon  sergeant  called  DIXIE 
TOC  and  thought  that  he  detdcted  movement  in  front  of  his  area  towards 
the  southwest.  He  asked  for  permission  to  fire,  LTC  Hughes,  057160, 
Commander  of  Task  Force  DIXIE  North,  was  awakened  and  briefed  by  his 
staff  on  the  request  to  fire.  He  had  his  TOC  call  the  1-26  Infantry 
to  check  and  see  if  any  of  their  patrols  or  ambushes  wore  in  that  area. 

The  1-26  Infantry  TOC  chocked  their  companies  and  then  gave  DIXIE  TOC  a 
negative  report,  LTC  Hughes  then  gave  the  Quad  .503  permission  to  open 
fire.  This  coordiistion  took  approximately  10  minutes  to  accomplish. 

At  0120,  shortly  after  the  permission  to  fire  was  given  to  the 
Quad  ,503,  the  VC  commenced  his  attack  by  placing  60mm,  82mm,  end  4,2" 
mortar  fire  on  the  QU«N  LOI  base  area  complex.  In  the  same  general  area 
that  the  Quad  ,50  machine  gun  was  firing  automatic  weapons  fire  and 
small  firo  were  heard  by  LTC  Hughes,  All  of  the  firing  occurred  in 
close  sequence.  At  0121  a  FAC,  flareship,  and  a  helicopter  Light  Fire 
Team  request  v/ere  submitted  immediately  to  the  3d  Brigade  at  LAI  KHE 
"to  be  on  station  as  soon  as  possible". 

Bv  0145  thurd  was  a  lull  in  the  mortar  attack  and  untis  began 
receiving  small  arms  fire.  Just  prior  to  the  lull  a  mortar  round 
exploded  in  a  tree  over  the  tent  of  a  helicopter  crew  which  had  remained 
overnight  at  QUAN  LOI.  Both  the  aircraft  commander  and  co-pilot  wore 
wounded  as  was  one  of  their  crew  members.  The  co-pilot.  Warrant  Officer 
Thomas  Hirsch,  VQl 56223,  a  newly  arrived  officer  in-country,  despite 
his  wounded  am  volunteered  to  fly  the  seriously  wounded  aircraft 
cotmuinder  and  four  other  casualties  out  of  QUAN  LOI,  He  took  off  r.t  a 
time  when  mortar,  automatic  weapons,  and  small  arms  fires  wore  h®ing 
received.  It  was  night  with  poor  flying  conditions  when  Hirsch  took 
off  and  flew  to  tir-!  93d  Evacuation  Hospital  under  instrument  flying 
conditions. 

At  0147  hours  A/i-26  Infantry  reported  seeing,  one  Viet  Cong 
attempting  to  get  out  of  the  perimeter.  The  roeoanaissanco  platoon, 

1-26  Infanory  was  moved  into  positions  around  the  DIXIE  HDRTH  and 
DOBOL  tactical  operations  centers  (TOC/'. 

’•Spooky",  the  armed  flareship,  reported  into  the  Forward  Air 
Controller's  (FAC)  net  at  0152,  The  FAC  arrived  on  station  about  10 
minutes  later  and  began  sotting  up  airstrikes. 

At  0201  the  A/6-27  Artillery  reported  that  there  were  Viet  Cong 
within  the  perimeter  throwing  grenades  and  satchel  charges  at  the  armored 
personnel  carriers  and  gun  positions.  Most  of  the  satchel  charges 
failed  to  explode.  The  Quad  ,50  section  reported  incoming  rounds  from 
automatic  weapons  fire  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  airstrip.  The 
point  of  origin  of  this  r.utonatic  weapons  fire  was  the  roof  of  the 
Freeh  Plantations  Administration  Building, 

At  approximate!  0205  hours  A/i-4  (DILAGOON)  Cavalry's  positions 
were  attacked  from  the  front  and  from  the  roar  simultaneously.  Dragoon 
I'lfa's  #  26  corjivand  tank  and  an  nFC  were  hit  in  the  rear  by  an  RPG  round; 
the  APC  was  destroyed  as  it  burst  into  flar.3s.  A/6-27  Artillery  (Hay- 
raker)  reported  that  there  were  more  VC  inside  of  the  perimeter  throwing 
hand  grenades  and  satchel  charges  into  the  artillery  gun  positions. 

The  penetration  of  the  VC  probe  was  deep  into  the  artillery  lihes  as 
the  FDC  where  an  unexplodod  satchel  charge  was  foimd  in  the  morning. 

In  order  to  restore  the  perirctor's  lines  the  1-26  Infantry's  reconnaissance 
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platoon  was  dispatched  to  tho  Haymaker/Dragoon  area.  During  this 
period  of  tine  for  about  30  ninutos  after  the  Dragoon  cowiaand  track 
was  hit  radio  connunication  was  lost  with  DIXIE  north.  Ey  going  on  to 
tho  Dragoon  Platoon's  radio  net  conmunication  was  fina}Jljt  obtained 
with  the  senior  NCO  who  assuned  the  job  of  platoon  leader. 

In  addition  to  the  attack  at  QUAN  LOI  the  US  advisor  with  the  2-9th 
iiRVN  at  TISM  HUNG  reported  to  DIXIE  north  that  a  large  VC  force- •'ac 
■co-ving  towards  their  conpound.  At  0215  isortars  and  heavy  snail  ams 
and  autonatic  weapons  fires  were  hitting  the  ARVN  conpound  on  all  sides, 
DLXIE  was  infomed  that  the  ARVN  battsilion  comcaniers  was  wounded  in 
action  and  that  they  needed  the  support  of  US  and  />RVN  artillery  and 
US  airstrilees.  At  this  time  the  attack  on  QU/iN  LOI  still  was  heavy  in 
its  intensity.  To  try  to  render  some  help  to  the  beleaguered  ARVN  unit 
one  tube  of  “Lighthorse  Charlie"  4,2"  mortars  began  firing  night 
illunination  and  four  t-abes  of  C/6-15  Artillery  fired  105nn  howitzers 
in  support  of  the  /iRVN  action.  When  the  attack  on  QUAN  LOI  bqjan  to  slacken 
off  after  0300  hours  and  the  attack  on  TAM  HUNG  increased  in  its  intensity 
LTC  Hughes  diverted  the  Light  Fire  Team  of  helicopters  and  the  ormed 
"Spooke"  flr.reship  to  the  TAM  HUNG  area.  Inside  the  ARVN  conpoimd  was 
one  rifle  company  and  a  headquarters  company.  By  0240  hours  100-1 50 
rounds  of  VC  mortar  fire  had  landed  in  the  .ARVN  compound;  ARVN  artillery 
was  reported  to  be  firing  at  the  eneny  forces.  At  0420  hours  the 
artillery  fire -.a  lifted  as  a  light  fire  team  hit  the  VC  positions. 

At  050011  r/li  HUNG  received  a  30  minute  ground  attack  which  was  beaten 
off  by  the  stubborn  ARVN  defences.  Again  at  0550H  TAK  HUNG  came  under  a 
renewed  attack.  It  was  estimated  at  the  tine  that  2  battalions  of  VC  or 
NVA  wore  attacking  then.  By  0610H  tho  VC/NVA  force  broke  contact  with 
the  ARVN  and  withdrew  to  the  rwrtheast. 

While  QUAN  LOI  and  TAM  HUNG  were  under  attack  the  AN  LOG  Special 
Forces  camp  reported  that  it  was  under  a  mortar  attack;  hov;over  negative 
mortar  rounds  landed  inside  the  compound.  It  should  be  noted  that  AN  LOG 
is  a  provincial  capitol,  <^AN  LOI  is  a  major  US  military  forward  base 
support  area  for  operation  in  War  Zones  D/C  and  along  Highv/ay  13#  and 
TAM  HUNG  was  tho  base  of  the  2-9  /JiVN  Infantry  which  were  successfully 
pursuing  an  aggressive  Revolutionary  Dev3lopr.ent  Progra.m  in  the  AN  LOG/ 

QUAN  LOI/DOC  NINH  area. 

Tho  battle  at  QUAN  LOI  continued.  At  0250H  an  f-ibush  p  trol  on 
the  ridgeline  to  the  northwest  from  b/i-26  Infantry  reported  that  there 
were  VC  between  them  and  the  perimeter.  These  VC  wore  setting  up  a  mortar 
to  their  front  at  XT8109iO,  By  0315  hours  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  1-26 
Infantry  reached  the  French  Club  swirrd/ig  pool  area-  Several  reports  had 
been  made  of  VC  iifiltrators  roving  out  from  the  club  at  the  start  of  tho 
attack  throwing  cronadts  and  satchel  charges,  VC  also  fired  thcii’  weapons 
from  the  French  club  at  tho  A/1-4  Cavalry  element  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
club.  One  !C13*s  crew  received  100^  casualties  by  a  VC  grenade  e>5>locIing 
at  the  rear  entrance  of  their  track.  One  could  also  see  the  ’.-uUet  holes 
in  a  C  ration  box  on  top  of  the  track  and  a  tank  in  the  area.  These 
bullet  holes  indicated  enemy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  from  the 
roar.  In  .other  words  enemy  fire  was  being  placed  or  directed  on  the  US 
troops  from  inside  the  perimeter  as  well  as  from  the  outside. 

At  0336H  the  ambush  patrol  from  B/I-26  Infantry  reported  that  the 
VC  wore  displacing  their  m.ertar  tubes  forwan!  of  their  location  at 
coordinates  XT813912,  Then  at  0350H  the  VC  again  launched  an ± tack  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  swirr.ing  pool  (XT311906),  D  Company  1st  Engineer  Bn, 
was  instructed  to  Knd  reenforcements  to  that  area  to  counter  uhe  attack. 

At  the  same  time  C/l-26  Infanti-y  received  a  he.’vy  volume  of  automatic 
weapons  fire  from  the  French  Plantation  Administration  Building,  a  squad 
of  C/l-26  Infantry  was  sent  to  tne  building  to  check  it  out.  At  0720H 
the  squad  reported  the  building  to  bo  empty  of  personnel  but  they  found 
8  batteries  and  parts  frora  a  US  clayraore  inside  of  the  buildiig  , 
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At  OAI5  ths  1-26  Infantry  Ambush  Patrol  that  had  been  out  on  the 
ridge  to  the  north  was  working  its  way  back  to  the  periaeter  when  3  men 
were  wounded  by  the  "Spooky"  mini-guns,  "Spooky"  was  ordered  to  cease 
fire  immediately.  During  the  battle  airstrikes  and  "Spooky"  had  placed 
their  fires  on  the  ridge  to  the  north  of  the  airstrip. 

Again  at  0A30  VC  mortar  rounds  60mn/  62im  and  4.2"  begrn  ihlling 
into  the  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  again  along  with  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  fire.  One  should  note  that  at  0345  the  VC  began  to  withdraw  to 
the  northwest  jxist  2  empty  irubber  storage  sheds,  A  break  in  the  barbed 
wire  was  later  found  which  the  VC  used  in  the  route  of  withdrawal,  ^ 
O6IOH  the  VC  had  broken  contact  and  the  artillery  continued  to  hamnior 
away  at  VC  withdrawal  routes. 

During  the  attack  approximately  200  rounds  of  nortar  fire  fell  on 
QUAN  IDI,  Once  the  base  was  hit  with  mortars  the  VC  ground  raid  commenced. 
It  is  believed  that  the  VC  infiltrated  at  an  earlier  time  and  stayed  in 
the  French  Club-swimming  pool  area  overnight.  When  the  nortar  attack 
began  they  commenced  their  attack.  Also  the  VC  seen  on  top  of  the 
Administration  Biulding  iJay  have  infiltrated  in  around  tho  same  time 
as  the  group  in  the  French  Club, 

4,  Artillery  Support; 

A  total  of  approximately  3>S43  rounds  of  artillery  were  fir«d 
by  US/ZiRVK  forces  in  defense  of  the  /iK  LOC/QUAN  lOl/TAM  HUNG  complex 
that  was  under  attack.  The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  total  expenditureif: 


105mn  HE 

2629 

105m  ILL 

52 

4.2"  HE 

575 

4.2"  ILL 

372 

155m 

200 

175m 

15 

8" 

GRi'.ND  TOTAL 

(includes  ARVN  estimates) 

The  following  figui-es  reflect  the  ammunition  expenditure  by  US 
artillery  at  QU/.N  LOIs 

lOSffim  HE  1fr.9 

105nn  HL  52 

4.2"  HE  575 

4,2"  ILL  372 

175nn  15 

8"  60 

sub  total  2903 

The  following  is  an  ARVN  estimate  of  ^JiVN  artillery  ammunition  suspended: 


105nn 

500 

155nm 

200 

sub  total 

1000  (est) 

yiir  strikes: 

Aircraft 

TOT 

Ordnance 

Location  Supported 

RROl 

0300 

5ooiS7^p 

QUAM  LOI 

B. 

Blade  03 

0320 

5OOHD/NAP 

QUAN  LOI 

C. 

Blr.de  01 

0435 

500LD/Rockets  TAN  HUM)  2-9  /uRVN 

D, 

Box  01 

0515 

5OOHD/NAF 

T.AN  HUNG  2-9  ARVN 

T? 

Buzz  01 

0550 

CSU/fMP-' 

QUAN  LOI 

F. 

Box  01 

0600 

C3U/NAP 

QUAN  LOI 

£}.  Blade  05  loaded  with  CBU/NAP  arrived  on  statinnbut  his 
ordnance  was  not  expended  because  the  weather  hr.U  closed  in  and  was  poor 

A  total  of  12  TAC  air  sorties  took  part  in  the  action. 
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6.  •  Halicoptor  2unfW.P  support: 

A  total  of  3  holicoptor  fire  teans  supported  the  action  a4 


follows: 

Unit  Hour*  7»62am  AOnp 

Ist  Aviation  Bn  6. A  10,000  rds  500  rds 

nth  Aviation  Bn  18.7  32.000  rds  8^  rds 

TOTAL  25.1  42,000  rda  1350  rds 

7.  Information  Received  After  the  Action: 


2.7Sami 
5o  rds 
rds 
1^  rds 


A.  A  VC  captured  during  the  attack  on  TAN  HUIKf  was  identified 
as  the  M  of  thn  4th  to,  141  NVA  Regiment,  Ho  stated  that  for  the  past 
few  days  his  unit  had  been  in  tho  DONG  ffiAI  area  and  that  his  unit 
moved  to  the  oust  bank  of  the  SONG  BE  River  and  from  there  marched  2  days 
to  the  AN  LOG  area.  He  reportdd  the  strength  of  the  regiment  as  1060 
men  with  300  men  in  each  of  tho  2d,  3d  4th  Bns  and  160  men  in  the  Ist 
(Support)  Bn.  He  stated  that  tho  entire  regiment  took  part  in  the  attack 
and  will  now  move  back  to  the  SONG  3E  River, 

B.  NGUYEN  VAN  DO  a  CHIEU  HOI  rallier  to  LOG  Iffiffl  on  100600  July 
1767.  He  stated  that  he  was  a  squad  leader  of  tho  Rocon  Team,  2d  Pla¬ 
toon,  7th  Company,  5th  Bn  272  Regiment,  He  stated  that  on  27  June  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  move  to  BINH  LONG,  He  stated  that  his  battalion 
moved  north  generally  parallel  to  the  Cambodian  border,  then  east  to  the 
vicinity  of  LOG  IIINH.  Ho  stated  that  he  loft  his  unit  as  they  were 
nKiving  south  along  Highway  13, 
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/(^Rsk  E.  CREIGHTON, 
Captain,  Infantry  U 
Commanding 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARlff 

HEADQUARTERS,  IITH  CCMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96289 


AVGC-AC  28  May  196? 

SUBJECT;  After  Action  Report  of  Uth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
Operation  10-6?  (Road  Clearing)  22  May  196?  (U) 


TO;  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (U)  TASK  ORGANIZATION 

Air  Mission  Commander  (Dobol,  Devour  &  Dauntless)  Red  Dog  6 

Air  Mission  Commander  (Daitoiess)  Dart  6 

Flight  1  5  Vultures 

Flight  2  10  Tomahavdcs 

l^light  3  10  Robinhoods 

Gunships;  LFT  ea  from  Crossbvws,  Gunslingers,  and  Rebels 
Spares;  1  ea  Vulture,  Robinhood,  and  Tomahawk 
Maintenance  ship;  1  Robinhood 

2.  (C)  MISSION; 

The  11th  Cbt  Avn  Bn  lifts  2/l8  Inf  Bn  from  Dian  to  Xr923286, 

1/26  Inf  Bn  from  XT945308  to  Phuoc  Hoa  airfield  (XT9143),  l/l6  Inf  Bn 
from  XT955370  to  Lai  Khe,  2/28  Inf  Bn  from  Lai  Khe  to  Xr902362,  and  2 
btiys  of  1/5  Arty  from  XT9832  to  FSB''U''  (Xr905306)  and  FSB«Z'‘ 

(Xr912429). 

3.  f!Z)  SUI'flARY  OF  OPERATIONS 

a.  The  operations  order  for  the  mission  was  issued  in  the 
11th  Cbt  A’/n  Bn  conference  room  at  211730  May  67. 

b.  The  Uth  Cbt  Avn  Bn  air  lifted  2/l8  Inf  Bn  from  Dian  to 
71923280.  l/;>6  Inf  Bn  from  XT945308  to  Phuoc  Hoa  airfield,  (XT9143) 

3./16  Irf  En  from  XT955370  to  Lai  Khe,  2/28  Inf  Bn  from  Lai  Khe  to 
XT902362  and  2  btiys  of  l/5  Arty  from  Xr9832  to  FSB»'U'»  (XT905306) 

and  FSH"Z'»  (^,12429).  Twenty-five  lift  ships,  3  LFTs,  2  C&C  ships  and 
3  sunpoii',  ships  were  committed  to  the  mission.  (36  total  ships). 

There  was  no  Tac  air,  arty  or  gunship  prep  on  the  LZs,  as  they  were 
secoTved  by  units  of  the  l/ll  ACR.  The  lifts  were  conducted  without 
ene,Tij-  contact.  The  movei^t  of  the  three  Inf  Bns  (1/28^  V^4r  2/28)  under 
Rod  Dog  control- required  ofte  hour  And.fortyifive  minutes.  One  Vvlture 
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A  VOO-AC  28  May  1967 

SUBJECT;  After  Action  Report  of  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
Operation  10-6?  (Road  Clearing)  22  May  196?  (U) 

aircreift  e;q)erienced  '•short  shaft"  failure  departing  the  mini-port 
at  Lai  Khe,  There  were  no  injuries  to  the  crew,  and  only  minbr 
damage  to  the  aircraft.  The  aircraft  was  evacuated  by  CH-47  to 
Phuoc  Vinh, 

c.  Flight  data 

(1)  Enroute  altitude:  1500  ft 

(2)  Enroute  formation;  STR 

(3)  Landing  formation;  TRL 

(4)  Size  of  flights;  5  ships 

d.  The  11th  Cbt  Avn  Bn  provided  t,he  following  support: 


Sort.ies 

Passengers 

Tons 

Hours 

UH-1  5.36 

1779 

1.6 

109.2 

CH-47  138 

206 

276.0 

27.0 

4.  (U)  ADMDJISTRATION  AND 

LOGISTICS 

a.  Supply:  All  twenty-five  lift  ships,  and  the  three  LFTs 
utilized  16  refueling  points  at  the  miniport  at  Lai  Khe,  (south  of 
Hocking  pad)  for  refueling.  The  refueling  was  done  in  flights  of  five, 
which  eliminated  any  congestion  in  mini-port  area, 

b.  Maintenance 


..One  aircraft  eaqjerienced  "^horj^  shaft'’  failnre  at  Khe, 
It  was  evacuat'ed  by  CH-47  to  PV. 

c.  Medical;  Negative  casualties  were  receiv/sd. 

5.  (U)  COMMENTS  !kD  RBCOM^ENDATI0NS 

None 
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SUBJiUCT: 


2S  May  1967 

After  Action  Report  of  11th  Canbat  Aviacion  Battalion 
Operation  10-6?  (Road  dec  ring)  22  May  196?  (U) 


LTC,  CE 
Conmanding 


DISTRIBUTION: 

2  CO  let  Inf  Div 
2  CG  1st  Avn  Bde 
2  CO  12th  Cht  Avn  Gp 
2  CO  11th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 
2  CO  Ist  Avn  Bn 
1  ea  Co  11th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 
1  LNO  let  Inf  Div 
1  S3  file 
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DEPARTMENT  Ct  THE  ARMT 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  EN3INTER  BATTALION 
APO  96345 


AVDB-CE-3  11  August  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report 


THRU:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantr;/  Division 
ATTN:  AVDB-T 
APO  96345 


TO:  Coimnanaer 

US  Military  Assistance  Ccoriand,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  J321 


1.  NAME  CF  OPERATION;  Operation  PAUL  SUNTAN 

2.  DATE  CF  OPERATION;  151000  Jul  67  to  231430  Jvl  67 

3.  GENERAL;  The  ctsnmand  headq\arters  for  the  engineer  j.'ortlon  of 
Operation  Paul  Bunyan  was  Headquarters,  1st  Engineer  Battalion,  Di  An, 
acting  in  accordance  with  2nd  Bn  (Mech) ,  2nd  Inf  OPCRD  7-6?  dated  16  Auly  67, 
The  Ist  Engineer  Battalion  provided  ccmbat  support  to  1st  Iitfantry  Division 
operating  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Ong  Dong  jungle. 

a.  Reporting  Officer:  THCRWALD  R  IETERSON 

Cciamanding  Officer 
Ist  Engineer  Battalion 

b.  Task  Organization: 

Hq,  Ist  Engineer  Battalion  -  LTC  IHCRMALD  R  PETERSON 

Company  B  (-)  -  CPT  MARION  L.  CALUCa  JR. 

4.  INTELLICEHCE; 

a.  Intelligence  prior  to  operation: 

(1)  The  area  of  interest  is  the  Ong  Dong  jungle  and  the 
surrounding  villages.  The  Ong  Dong  jungle  provides  a  covered  and  concealed 
route  from  War  Zone  D  to  the  center  of  the  Lam  Son  area  of  operation. 

(2)  Enengr  Forces:  Since  15  May  67  there  have  been  numerous 
VC  units  sighted  in  the  operational  area.  The  units  sighted  were  the  Phu 
Loi  Bn,  Autumn  Fighters,  C-265  Co,  C-63  Co,  C-300  Pit,  C-118  Pit,  and  Tan 
woa  Khanh  guerrillas.  This  area  is  used  as  a  base  camp  frwn  which  they 
iaimch  operations  and  as  a  supply  storage  area  (NOTE:  During  clearing  opera¬ 
tions,  friendly  units  should  expect  to  encounter  minings,  mortarings,  sniping 
incidents,  ambushes,  and  other  related  activities). 

b.  Intelligence  during  Operation; 

The  following  was  detected  aid  destroyed: 

17  July  67  (1)  105  nm  round 
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5.  MISSION;  1st  Engineer  Pattalion  supports  1st  Infantry  Division 
operation  by  opening  and  naintaining  MSI. 

■  6.  COreEPT  OF  OPmATION; 

a.  Ist  Engineer  Battalion  supported  1st  Infantry  Division  units 
engaged  in  Operation  Paul  punyan  with  one  ccapany  (~). 

b.  Company  B,  1st  Engineer  Battalion  supported  2nd  Brigade,  1st 
Infantry  Division  units  engaged  in  Operation  Paul  Bunvan  with  2  platoons. 

(1)  1st  and  2nd  Platoons  were  charged  with  construc-iine  a  by¬ 
pass  of  Tan  Uyen  through  the  Ong  Dong  jungls. 

(2)  3rd  Platoon  continued  its  base  development  and  civic 
action  projects. 

c.  Company  A  continued  its  direct  support  of  the  1st  Brigade  with 
base  developnent  and  civic  action  projects. 

d.  Company  C  continues  its  direct  support  of  3rd  Brigade  base 
development  and  civic  action  projects. 

e.  Company  D,  E,  &  Hqs,  continued  general  support  of  the  Division. 

7.  EXECUTION; 

15  Jul  67; 

B  Company  -  1st  pit,  2nd  pit,  Hqs  pit  elements  moved  out  of  Di  An 
1000  hours  15  July  6?  for  NDP  area  (XT908164).  Arrived  TOP  101,5  hours  15 
July  67.  Began  constructing  overhead  cover  at  KDP.  2000  hours  I5  July 
67  all  elements  had  overhead  cover  and  sandbagged  sleeping  quarters.  Mine 
sweepers  swept  8  km  of  road.  Kqs  element  continued  to  support  line  platoons. 

16  Jul  67; 

B  Ccapany  -  Ist  pit  departed  KDP  0800  hours  to  install  two  18" 
culverts  36'  long  wAeadwalls  at  XT917204  and  XT913201,.  Also  used  25 
loads  of  laterite  for  fill  at  culvert  site.  2nd  pit  deperted  IDP  0800  hours 
to  install  two  24"  culverts  36’  long  w/lieadwalls  at  >'7924202.  20  losds  of 

laterite  were  utilized  for  fill  at  culvert  site.  P.epaired  and  reshaped 
road  with  (2)  graders  frcm  coordinates  XT928197  to  >’T917204,  Used  10 
loads  of  laterite  for  road  repair.  Kqs  pit  continued  to  support  line 
platoons. 


17  Jul  67; 

B  Company  -  Ist  pit  and  2nd  pit  worked  jointly  on  road  prolect 
at  coordinates  }CT918204  to  XT918213.  Utilized  94  loads  laterite  for  road 
construction.  Both  elements  departed  NDP  0800  hours  and  returned  1700  hours. 
All  individuals  worked  fron  1800  hours  until  apprcodmately  2100  hours  on 
improving  bunkers  and  sleeping  quarters  at  NDP  area.  Mine  sweep  teams  found 
dud  105  n«tt  round  at  XT919155.  It  was  blown  in  place,  "qs  pit  continued 
to  support  line  platoons, 

18  jul  67; 

B  Company  -  1st  pit  and  2nd  pit  worked  jointly  on  road  construction 
using  125  loads  of  laterite  and  four  loads  of  rock,  poth  elements  departed 
NDP  approximately  0820  hours  for  work  site  at  XT918204.  Hqs  pit  was  in 
direct  support  of  li:ic  platoons. 
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19  Jul  67: 

B  Craipany  -  let  pit  and  2nd  pit  departed  NDP  0f?00  hours  for  .lob 
site,  86  leads  laterite  and  20  loads  of  rock  were  utilized  for  road  const¬ 
ruction  from  XT918204  to  XT918213.  ’’'ork  was  greatly  hampered  by  lack  of 
dry  base  material.  :!qs  pit  continued  in  support  of  line  platoons, 

20  jul  67: 

B  Company  -  1st  pit  and  2nd  pit  continued  to  work  on  road  const¬ 
ruction.  Kach  element  departed  NDP  0820  hours.  Received  support  from  three 
5  ton  dumps  frem  D  Company  and  three  5  ton  dumps  from  Kqs  Cempany  to  help 
haul  rock  and  laterite,  170  loads  of  laterite  and  25  loads  rook  were  hauled 
to  work  site  atXT9l8213  toXT9182f5«  Hqs  pit  continued  in  support  of  line 
platoons. 


21  Jul  67; 

B  Cempany  -  1st  pit  continued  to  work  on  road  construction  by- 
hauling  195  loads  laterite  arA  stockpiled  56  loads  of  rock  at  laterite  pit. 
Traffic  directed  elements  were  furnished  by  1st  pit.  1st  pit  was  assisted 
by  three  5  ton  dumps  from  D  Company  and  three  5  ton  dumps  from  Hqs  Company 
that  v«re  attached  to  B  Company.  2nd  pit  worked  at  spreading  laterite, 
shaping  and  grading  the  road  bed  frcmXT918204  to  XT918215.  Pos  pit  con¬ 
tinued  in  support  of  line  platoons. 

22  Jul  67: 

B  Company  -  1st  pit  continued  to  vjork  laterite  pit  hauling  28 
loads  laterite  and  64  loads  of  rock  to  jcib  site.  Also  continued  in  traffic 
direction  enroute  to  work  site.  Provided  shotguns  for  Pqs  vehicles.  2nd 
pit  continued  construction  of  road  by  spreading  rock  and  laterite,  grading, 
shaping,  cutting  ditches  and  compacting  road  from ''T518204  toyT9l8215. 

Hqs  pit  contiiiued  in  support  of  line  platoons, 

23  Jul  67; 

B  Company  -  All  elements  stood  down,  0800  -  1200  hours  for  maint¬ 
enance.  1st  pit  continued  direction  of  hauling  materials  to  ,lob  site.  2nd 
;>lt  graded,  reshaped  and  spread  rock.  1st  pit  hauled  20  loads  of  rock  to 
cheir  work  site.  2nd  pit  did  work  on  road  coordinates  ''T9I8204  to  XT913215. 
Hqs  pit  continued  in  support  of  line  platoons, 

24  Jul  67; 

B  Company  -  1st  pit  supervised  transportation  of  materials  to  work 
site.  32  loads  of  rock  were  hauled  to  job  site.  Also  used  four  EM  for 
hand  ditching  on  road  job  site.  2nd  pit  worked  to  reshape  and  backblade 
road  with  dozer  in  order  to  try  and  reduce  moisture  content  of  road  bed, 

Hqs  pit  continued  in  support  of  line  platoons. 

25  Jul  67: 

B  Cempany  -  1st  pit,  2nd  pit  and  12  Eh'  from  3rd  pit  ewibined  efforts 
to  construct  50  meters  of  corduroy  road.  (Cord.  77918215  to  7x918216) . 

2nd  pit  had  three  dozers  working  on  drainage  ditches  for  removing  enouph 
water  and  mui  to  enable  the  construction  of  this  corduroy  reed.  Ist  pit 
directed  stock  piling  of  28  loads  of  rock  at  lateri-te  pit.  Has' pit  con¬ 
tinued  in  support  of  line  platoons. 
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26  jul  67: 

B  Company  -•  1st  pit  and  2nd  pit  continued  to  direct  tte  diverting 
of  mud  and  water  to  enable  further  construction  of  road  bed  7791 B20A  to  XT 
918215.  1st  pit  and  2nd  pit  combined  efforts  to  construct  125  meters  of  cord- 
irroy  roadIT9182l6  toXT9l8217.  1st  pit  stock-piled  19  loads  of  rook  at  lat- 
erite  pit .and  hauled  five  loads  of  laterite  to  work  site.  1500  rubber  trees 
vie  XT912^  were  cleared  as  a  experiment  using  180  feet  of  cruiser  chain  pulled 
by  two  DTE's.  Hqs  pit  continued  to  support  line  platoons, 

27  JUl  67: 

B  Conpany  -  1st  pit  hauled  seven  loads  rock  for  repair  of  Rte  31?, 
spread  rock,  reshaped  and  graded  read  from  Rte  Bronze  to  '.'7916196.  2nd 
pit  used  15  loads  rock  to  construct  approaches  to  corditfoy  road  at  '^791821 5. 
Hqs  pit  continued  in  support  of  line  platoons. 

28  Jul  67: 

B  Company  -  1st  pit,  Hqs  pit,  and  2nd  pit  proceeded  to  destroy 
NDP  and  Kwe  to  ni  An.  Elements  departed  l!hP  area  1300  hours  arrived 
Di  An  1A30  hours.  Isfc  pit  and  2nd  pit  had  30  men  retrieving  materials 
frem  corduroy  road  XT91821‘=  toXT9l8217.  Hqs  pit  returned  to  Di  An  1130 
hours  and  prepared  to  construct  base  camp  support  operations. 

8.  RESULTS; 

a.  Friendly  losses: 

(1)  Personnel;  None 

( 2)  Equipment:  None 

b.  Enemy  losses: 

(1)  Personnel:  None 

( 2)  Equipment:  None 

c.  Construction: 

(1)  A  conplete  rehabilitation  of  Rte  Bronze  Tan  "yen  bypass 
fromXT928l98  to  XT918217  was  acccmplished, 

(2)  Defensive  positions  were  constructed  at  NDP. 

(3)  758  loads  of  laterite  and  219  loads  of  rock  were  hauled 
to  upgrade  Rte  Bronze  Tan  Uyen  bypass. 

9.  AmiNISTRATIVE; 

a.  Average  strength  in  field  during  operation  -  75. 

b.  Supply:  Normal  channels  with  daily  runs  to  Di  .*n. 

c.  Maintenance:  All  equipment  repair  was  performed  at  base  camp 
or  at  field  locations. 
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d.  Transportation:  Organic  transportation  used  for  read  work. 

e.  Ccsnaunications:  TO&E  PM  radios  were  the  principle  means  of 
ccmsunlcatlons. 

f.  Medical;  The  unit  had  organic  aid  men, 

10.  SPECIAL  ECUIPMECT  AKD  TECHMIOUES: 

An  experiment  was  conducted  on  the  techniques  of  clearing  rubber 
trees  with  an  anchor  chain.  The  180  foot  chain,  being  pulled  with  two 
DTE  dozers,  proved  to  be  quite  effective  as  a  rubber  tree  clearing  method. 
Approximately  1500  trees  were  cleared  within  a  period  of  four  hours, 

11.  C(»1MAMDER'S  ANALYSIS: 

The  operation  proved  to  bo  a  successful  engineer  training  vehicle 
and  gave  ^perlence  in  field  operations  to  newly  assigned  personnel,  Hwf- 
ever,  the'  operation  presented  numerous  problems  to  road  construction.  The 
major  limiting  factor  was  the  weather.  With  increased  rain  activlt-  the 
soil  became  too  muddy  to  operate  in  effectively.  Si:ffioient  cempaction 
could  net  be  obtained  due  to  this  high  moisture  content.i  As  a  final  solu¬ 
tion  a  corduroy  rbad  was  constructed  of  3x12  material  in  order  to  resupply 
the  infantry.  It  is  concluded  that  during  the  monsoon  season  adequate 
road  construction  cannot  be  feasiblj''  carried  out  due  to  the  cempaction  nec¬ 
essary  and  lack  of  sufficient  base  materials  available  in  this  country. 

FOR  THE  CaMANDER: 


DIsraiBUTION: 

Special 
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SUBJECT!  Oontbat  Aftar  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32 ) 


THRUi  Comnandlng  Qonsral 

lat  Infantry  Division 
APO  US  Forces  ?63l*5 


TO(  Comnander 

US  Military  Assistance  Coimandj  Vietnam 

ATTN:  J321 

APO’ OS  Forces  962I43 


1.  NA>E  AND  TIP.:  OF  OtSR/LTICMi  Operation  BMBFIBID}  Search  and  Destroy. 

2.  DATES  C7  OP;r/;TION>  OSUOO  June  196?  to  091500  June  1967, 

3.  (ElERALt  Coimond  Haadquaitors  3d  Brigade.  1st  Infantry  Division.  Ist 
Infantry  blvlsion  OPIfiN  lli-67  (BDUJFELD  l);  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  OPCRD 
12-67,  .dated  031200  June  1967.  Operation  BLUJFELD  was  ooriducted  in  the  area  North¬ 
east  of  Lai  Kbe.  The  3d  Brigade  plan  was  to  conduct  a  multi-battalion  combat  assatilt 
on  05  June  196?  and  conduct  combat  reconnaissanoe  in  assigned  AO)  and  to  destroy 
VC/NVA  forces  and  installations  within  the ■ opar  atlonal  area. 

a.  Reporting  Officer:  Colonel  Sidney  H,  Marks 

b.  Task  Organization: 

Headqutirters,  3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Sidney  M.  Marks,  CO 

2-28  Infantry,  LTC  Jerry  S,  Edwards,  CO 

1- 16  Infantry,  LTC  Rufus  C,  Lazzoll,  CO 

2- 2  Infantry  (Keob)  LTC  John  D,  Fendelton,  CO 

1- U  Cavalry,  LTC  John  W,  Siegle,  CO 

2- 33  Artillery,  LTC  Charles  D.  Daniel,  CO 

1».  INT^LLIO’.NOE : 

a,  Intelligenoe  Ih'ior  to  the  Operation:  The  operational  area  extended 
approximately  12  Kn  North  and  13  Kn  Cast,  Northeast  of  Lai  Khe  bounded  by  coordinates 
IT7ldiO,  XT7U51j  and  East  to  the  Song  Be  River,  Major  oonmunioation  arteries  within 
the  area*  are  Highway  13  on-  the  Iifest  and  the  Song  Be  River  on  the  East,"  The  otter 
significant  transportation  artery  is  secondiiry  road  302  which. branches  off  Route  13 
vicinity  XT7955i(2  and  leads  Southeast.  The  last  major  operation  in  this  area  was 
Operation  TUCS^  idiloh  kept  Route  13  c^n>  and  was  conducted  to  the  Vfest.  There  had 
been  no  serious  probes  in  this  area  East  of  Highway  13,  however  agent  reports  and 
otter  intelligence  reports  Indicated  tax  collection  points -along  Highway  13  in  this 
general  area  and  movement  of  the  273d  VC  Regiiaent  and  small  groups  ^(coopony  and  squad 
size )  entering  and  departing  this  area  daily,  SIAR  and  SEAR  aotivirty  also  confirmed 
movement  and  caoq>8ltes  of  unknown  size  in  the  area.  The  last  najoi*  contact  in  this 
area  was  on  20  March  1967  when  friendly  olobente  were  attacked  ty  21  Bxttolion  273d 
VC  Regiment  in  which  they  suffered  heavy  casualties,  (vicinity  11781:5).  Political 
elements  considered  to  be  in  this-  area  and  can  be  oommittod  are  THU  IV^U  MOT,  LONG 
BINH  PROVINCE,  B3N  Cl'.T  DETRICT  and  CHON  THANH  DI=5TRI0T  CCHMIT1E3S  and.. their 
subordinate  elements. 

b.  The  actual  area  of  opera  tdor.  as  indicated  inpuragrai*  "a"  above,  bad 
many  base  caj^w,  some  recently ■oonst’.'uoted  and  some  which  were  old  and  not  reoentlv 
used.  Many  base  comps  had  overhead  cover  on  the  bunkers  and  ooimacting  tunnel 
systems.  Sow  structures  (Incl  tunnels)  had  reinforced  steel  and  concrete  sunports 
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and  evidance  Indicated  semo  groups  tod  recently  dapaa'ted  the  base  caaps  ,pr\or  to  uiB 
arrival  of  friC'*Uy  troops.  This  was  evidenced  by  hot  food  and. hot  ashes.  Friendly 
Clements  did  not  cngacaaiy  VC  units  but  did  receive  sporadic  sniper  fire,  indicating 
tte  VC  ohos*  not  to  defend  thier  installations,  but  rather  to  deploy  individual 
snipers  and  conduct  harassing  activities.  A  veiy  large  number  of  booby  traps  ranging 
frew  homemade  haadgrenades  to  l$5  Wlrcucaswere  found  throughout, tb?  entire  area, 
indicating  the  vC  may  have  used  this  area  as  a  rea:^  echelon  anmu^tion  end  .weapons 
repair  center.  A  total  of  21j  weapons  wore  captured  in  the  base  damps,  'Seqe  weapons 
which  wre  homemade,  and  others  which  appeared  in 'the  stages  of  being  replired,  along 
with  powder, -prliMrs,  cartridge  oases  (full  and  Bng>ty),  guas^to  tcjols,  Madioino 
and  rice  caches  mre  small  and  of  no  significant  value.  The  s^s^  ^  type  struotures 
discovered  indicate  this  area  to  be  a  possible  "secure"  area  used  by  tl}e  VC  for  re¬ 
taining  and' refitting  of  elements  of  the  273d  'Regiment,  and  possibly  otter  elements 
of  the  9th  VC  Division. 

c.  Terrain  in  the  operational  area  is  generally  flat  and  broad  leaf  ever¬ 
green  'forest,  intermingled  with  brush  wood  and  bamboo  forests  in  the  Northeast 
corner.  The  araaSLong  Route  13  has  been  defoliated. in  many  plaoos,  however  the 
double  type  canopy  still  hides  most  of  the  ground  throughout  tte  remainder  of  the 
aroa.  Weather  was  characterised  by  occasional  rain  and  did  .not  Impede  the  operation. 

d.  Base  camps,  fortifications,  tunnels  etc,  wre  in  most  oases  well 
constructed,  with  overhead  cover,  good  camouflouage  and  stragstically  located.  Most 
significant  discoveries  are  as  followsi 

12  Bunkers  W/OH  cover  VIC  3CT8721i58 

100  Foxh-.los  VIC  XT836I*82 

?  Huts  &  300  Maters  of  Trebch  VIC  XT863W5 

25  -  30  Bunkers  VIC  XT8Sf3li8l 

20  Bunkers  VIC  XT8651i77 

300  Mater  tunnel  leading  6ff  in  several  directions  and  large  enough  to 
walk  in  VIC  XT8711j68 

15  Huta  VIC  XT870ldi9 

e.  The  area  is  sparsely  populated  with  the  exception  of  a  fow  villagae 
along  Highway  302. 

St.  illSSIOM 8  3d  Brigade  conducts  air  assa>at  into  LZ's  16  and  18  and  conducts 
Search*  and  liebiroy  Operations  in  sector  to  kill  VC/NVA  personnel  and  to  destrey 
VC/^JVA  installations* 

6,  OqiCgPT  CF  OPJRATICWi 

a,  Maneuver!  The  3d  Brigade  conducts  a  multi-battalion  air  assault  and 
ground  assault  on  05  Jurw  1967  with,  2-28  Infantry,  1-16  Infantry  landing  on  two 
LZ*sj  conducts  combat  reconnaissance  in  assigned  AO  to  destroy  VC/lJVA  forces  and 
installations  within  the  operational  area. 

b.  Fire  Support*-  Artillery  fire  support  will  be  os -fellows* 

(1)  2-33  Artillery*  dS  to  3d  Brigade 

(2)  6-l5  Artillery*  Roiiiforca  2-33  Artillery 

(3)  1-5  Artillery*  HSR  2-33  Artillery 

(J*)  A-8-6  Artillery*  Reinforce  2-33  Artillery 

(5)  B,  C-8-6  Artillery*  QSR  2-33  Artillery 

(6)  C-6-26  ArUllery  (8"/l75)*  05 
Artillery  to  bo  located  as  follows* 

(1)  FSB  33  *  2-33  Artillery  (-),  A-6-6  Artillery 

(2  )  Uil  Kffi  *  6-15  Artillery  and  A-2-33  Artillery 

(3)  PHUOC  7INH*  1-5  Artillery,  B  C-8-6  Artillery,  C-6-27  Artillery. 

7.  EXSOUTICn! 

05  June  1967  -  The  3d  Brigade  bsgan  Operation  BLIBFl'LD  by  conducting  an  air  assault 
with  two  infantry  battalions  on  two  LZ’s  and  a  ground  assault  with  the  1-2*  Cavalry. 

At  0800  hours,  the  1-2*  Cavalry  consnenced  moveiMnt  toward  objective  F,  vicinity 
XT8802*50,  After  an  extensive  air  and  artillery  preparation,  tte  l-lo  Infantry  con¬ 
ducted  an  air  assault  into  LZ  16,  vicinity  XT8752*83  commencing  at  1100  hours,  and 

/Sf 

C  O  A/  /  O  0'AJ  r /Ac 


C  o  /o  /=^-  /  o  AJ  r  / 

cloains  at  U3S  hours.  The  2-28  Blfantry  conUuotad  on  air  ossoult  into  LZ  28 
vioinity  H828U77j  oqimwnoin.;  at  1300  hours  and  closing  at  1330  hours.  Both  LZ!s 
WMnpyteiiadBd.'  9m  2-2  mfahtry  secured  F^'B  33  Yiclnlty  ZT78lh5l  and  swept  and 
saeurad' Highway  IJ  fr<m  Ik''.i  Kho  to  XT783it95  by  1020  hour?.  During  tSw  days,  operation# 
tte  2,^  InfNttry  located  and  destr.cyed  a  1^  lb  road  nine  at'ZT7814i82  and  a  30  lb 
shaiB  at  XT78Ut62,  At  llij5  hours,  vicinity  XT670itU9,  C  Troop,  1-U 

located  a^  destroyed  a  base  camp  containing^  two  honamade  shotguno,  snail 
anns  ajwo,  I'ujfJ  gallon  drum  containing  explosivas,  13  huts  and  3  bunkers,  .Doourasnts 
f o«)n4  In  the  area  .wro  evaouatad.  At  13li7  ‘houra,  vioinity  XT6671»S8,  A  Troop, 

1- lj  Oavalry  loontsd  a  partially  destroyad’^se  cany  with  a  boobytrapped  entrance, 

A;  sign  at  ttis  entpranpe  read  "Beware  Danger  Friend".  A  rifle,  handgranada.and  aom 
(ioeusnnts  fpund  {a  base  oonp  were  evacuated.  At  1^  hours,  vicinity  ZT863ii71, 

A  Cosyony,  1-lj  Infantry  located  a  base  caup  oontaining'3  huts,  l.t''  by  3P^  ' with 
bunker#,  w^apcns  ports,  docunents,  blaokboards  and  clothing.  The  doounsnts  were 
evacuated.  'A  VQ  Uding  in  a  well  in  the  base  oejop  was  killed  during  the  search  of 
the  area.  At  201)0  hours,  A  Cciyany,.l-l6  Infontiy  received  one  inocning  rifle 
grenade  vicinity>  Xf677li83  resulting  in  one  WIA.  Kortars  and  H79' rounds  were  fired 
in  petum  ^th  unknown  resul.ts.  The  2>28  Infantry  eetabllshed  an  NDP  vicinity 

»?£  j21172,y.;^  Infantry  at  XTdJShSS  a#d  the  l-lt  Cavalry  at  XT855W»3.  The  reaata- 
der  of  OK  June  1967  passed  without  Inoidant. 

06  June  196?  «  The  3d  Brigade  continued  Operatio*’  BbtEFlKIiD,  Ttb  1»*16  Infantry 
Qonniuote^  Wb  company  siae  Search  and  Destroy  op,  >  -aons  in  AO  B  and  B  vicinity 
XfiBhShpO  and  XT855it70  respeotiyaly.  The  2-28  lifuni.^  conducted  Search  and  Destroy 
oparati  'ns  in  AO  A,  vicinity  XT820lt60,  The,  IW)  Cavalry  conducted  Saardh  and  Destroy 
operations  in  AO  E ,  vicinity  XTfi651t6p.  At  08i8  hours,  vicinity  XT837lt63,  A  Cciiyany 

2- 28  Infantry  located  a  cpsipaoy.si?^  base  easy  (^ontaining  clothing,  snail  haount'of 
rice)  baljr  elippers  and  J;  OGU's.  All  Item',  were  destroyed.  While  sweeping  Highway 
13^  2-2  Infantry  located  and  ronoved  3  road  blocks,  two  at  XT7921j23  and  the  thiM 
vicinity  XTfSSIiO^,  B  Oesyany  iS  Ihfaatry  swspt  and  secured  Highway  13  from  FtiB  33 
to  Lai  Khe,  oocipieting  at  1031  hours.  While'  sweeping  the  road,  two  20  poujkl  shape 
charges,  vicinity  XT792A26,  two  elaoti’loal  pressure  type  devices  with  wires,  vicinity 
XT79J^O,  and  on  anti-personnel  nine  vicinity  XT793li22  were  -  located  and  destroyed. 

At  hours,  vicinity  XT877Wi6,  C  Troop  1-A  Cavalry  located  and  destroyed  a  base 
ooitp  ochfaii^g  3  bunkers,  3  sleeping  positions,  3  flywheels,  1  bioyole,  $  fcndiolss 
and  ^  ton  scrap  iron.  Documents  located  wore  evacuated.  At'  UOK  Hours,  vicinity 
XT81ili(65,  A  Co&pany  2-28  Infantry,  Xocated  and  destroyed  a  hut  containing  i)00  lbs 

of  unpolished  rice.  At  1120  hours,  vicinity  _Xf871ii66,  A  TJfoop,  1-U  Cavalry  located 
a  lairge  tunnel  conplex.  Tbsxn  were  iv^tlva  'finings  in  the  tnnnel  and  At  was 
desti'oysd.  At  1129  hours,  vioinity  XlB6Sk7f,  0  Cenyany  1-16  infantry  located  and 
destroyed  an  old  base  easy  with  20  bUBkars.'-  At  1210  hours.  Vicinity  XT66Clh90, 

Cocyany  B,  1-16  .Inf entry  located  and  destroyed  8  ox  carts.  At  IKIC  hoar#,  vicinity 
XT8^U76,  C  Cenyany,  1-16  infantry  located  and  dsstreyed  a'  codya^  sice  ^se  easy. 
DocuiMnts,  medical  supplies,  and  cqs  homemade  single  shot  we-pon  were  fo^  in  the 
area  and  evacuated.  At  17Ali  hours,  vioinity  XT79W*37,  B  Coeyany  2-2  mXMtry  located 
and  destroyed  an  anti-tank  iidne ,  At  20Z$  hows,  edeinity  XT655i)l»3’,  the  1-lt  Cavalry 
HDP  raoei’/ed  U  to  K  incoming  mortar  rpunds.  Counter  mortar  fire  was  returned  with 
unknoiQi  results.  There  wsye  ncgativ^  pasualties  or  damage.  All  battalions  defend¬ 
ed  the  sons  NDP's  and  tiu  ranaindar  of  'the  6th  of  June  1967  passed  without  incident 

07  June  1967  -  The  3U  priga»le  continued  Operation  BLDSFELD.  The  1-16  Infantry 
oonSuo^ed  Search  and  Destroy  OperatlenS  in  the  Bastem  part  of  AO  D,  vioinity  XT65^" 
li90.  The  2-28  Infantry  coopted  Search  and  Destroy  operatiode  in  tbs  'iaetem  putt., 
of  AO  A,  vicinity  XT875W)K,  At  0313  hours’,  vioinlt^  XT6551iU3,  the  1-4  Cavalry  NBP 
received  6  inecnlng  mortar  rounds,  but  suffered  no  oosaiilties  .pi'  damage.  At*  CfJSt 
hours,  vioinity  ir792.1(2K,  B  Oonpany  2-2  Infantry  located  and  destroyed  ^ffljiocn  30  lb 
anti-tank  mins  and  four  onti-personmel  mines.  At  0810'hours^  vicinity  ^680ii^  the 
Reoon  pi^tooni  1-16  Irifantry  Ideated  and  destroyed  11  rounds  of  $7  MM.reooilibss 
rifle  ejgguhitlon  and  K  BS  han^gronades.  At  081j6  hours,  vicinity  XT7921i32,  A  Cenyany 
2-2  mi'antiy  located  and  destroyed"  one  Chicem  20  lb  claymore  with  20  lbs  of  JNT  rig¬ 
ged  foi'  command  duitonatJ.on,  A  Canpany,  2-28  Infantry  located  and’  destroyed  several 
small ’1»8e  camps  through.  >ut  the  dajr  in  the  vicinity  of  XT8361i82.  Three  60  HM  mortar 
round's  and  three  Chlcom'  grenades  found  in  the  area- were  evacuated.  At  09QO  hours, 
vlcinHy  XT889U51,  C  IVoopi  1-U  Cavalry  located  and  destroyed  20  bunkers.  The  2-  2 
Infoi.tiy  had  Highway  13  cleared  and  secured  from  FSB  33  to  lai  Khe  by  0912  hours. 

At  hi/urs,  vicinity  XT86?li('l,  C  Coropanyi  1-16  Infantry  found  and  evacuated  a 
230  volt  generator.  At  0930  houi’5,  vioinity  XT561jij76,  A  Company,  1-16  It^antry  iooat- 
nd  and  destro5"d  a  company  si^e  base  orjtip  containing  a  kitchen  and  CPbUnlyy.  A  total 
of  25  beer  can  type  handgMnadesj  1-8"  round,  l-i05  round  and  assorted  SmtOLl  arms 
ammunition  were  located  and  destroyed,  A  hp  calibor  pistol,  rifle  ('type  pnknawp} 

c:  C' yt/  / /?  dr 


and  farts  for  a  38  oalibdr  pistol  wers  located  and  evacuated*  At  IO50  hours, 
vlclftity  ir6851*91,  C  Company,  I-I6  Ihfajjtry  located  and  destroyed  li  unservrioeable 
shotguns .  At  1318  hours,  vicinity  XT827S07,  Company  B,  2-28  I^aj)try  located  and 
destroyed  csia  hcmeraade  shotgun,  two  bangalore  torpedoes,  15  rounds  of  50  caliber 
and  UO  rounds  of  20  MK  ansounition*  Seventy-five  pounds  of -loose  unmill- d  rice  was 
al^o , destroyed.  At  132?  hours,  ■vioinJ.ty  XT8871j39,  A  Troop,  l-U  Cavalry  ic-jated  and 
destroyed  one  hut,  one  b\>nker,  ,one  bicycle  frans,  cooler  pot,  bamboo  traps,  1-155 
ik  and  1-60  HM  mortar  round.  At  13I|5  hours,  vicinity  rr857U71>  A  Cqmpany,  I-I6 
infantry  located  a  small  base  camp  containing  8  ruck  sacks,  one  Chlcom  <^yaore, 
one  '’OX  of  30  caliber  ammunition,  one  Chibon  grenade ,  five  bunkers  and  li(S0  meters 
of  trenchline.  One  of  tha  ruck  saolcs  contained  propaganda  material  and  ms  evacuated. 
At  1508  hqiffs,  vicinity  XX882A81,  C  Company,  1«16  i^antry  located  and  destroyed  two 
himjamade  mines  along  with  sobb  web  gear.  At  1516  hours,  vicinity  XT8361i8U,  A  Company 
2-28  Infantry  located  and  evacuated  1  lb  of  deeuwanta.  At  1552  hours, vicinity 
XTC76I}31J  a  Troop,  1-1*  Cavalry  fired  on  one  VC  with  a  cannistar  round  with  unitnewi 
results.  At  1630  hours,  vicinity  XT8^1j21j,  A  Troop,  l-l*  Cavalry  located  a  small 
base,  camp  containin»  5  bunkers,  a  garden,  one  105  MM  round,  ojiopstlcks  and  some 
rece'nt.t^wspapers.  At  1732  hours,  vicinity  XT86l*l*7l*,  A  Ccaipany,  1-16  Infantry 
located  and  dOiit'oyad  two  handgranados  and  two  RPC  rounds.  At  1935  hours,  vicinity 
XT831*1»75,  an  am’oush  patrol  fron  A  Ccn^iany,  2-28'  Difantry  made  contact  with  an 
vuiknpwh  size  VC  force  resulting  in  one  OS  WIA,  Small  arms,  mortars  and  artillery 
were  fired  into  the  area  with  unknown  results.  All  battalions  defended  the  some. 
NDP's,  The  remainder  of  7  June  1967  passed  witb'-ut- incident, 

OO  June  1967  -  Tha  3d  Brigade  continued  OpiratioA  BLOiFIBlD.  The  2-2  Difantry 
continued  to  secure  FSB  33  and  cleared  and  secured  Highway  13.-frcm  FSB  33  to  Lai  Iho 
by  083c  hours,  Tha  2-28  Difantry  conducted  Search  and  Destrey  operations  in  AC's 
B  and  D,  vicinity  IT6I*5i,90  and  XT855A70  resiiectively.  The  1-1*  Cavalry  continued 
Search  arid  Destroy  operation  in  AC  F,  vicinity  XTB751*1*5,  The  1-16  Difantry,  after 
extensive  artillery  preparation,  conducted  a  two  company  ilr  assault  into  LZ 
vicinity  Xr8725l0,  ooramancing  at  C9IC  hours  and  closing  at  C9l*7  hours.  At  C835 
hours,  vicinity  XT6I*51*72,  B  Company,  2-28  Infantry  loated  and  destroyed  two 
boobytrapped  Chicom  hann<p«nades.  At  C81C  hours,  vicinity  XTC661*35,  A  Troop,  1-1* 
Cavalry  located  and  destroyed  two  huts,  two  bunkers,  a  boobytrapped  box  and  two 
2C  lb  bags  of  polished  rice.  At  09CC  hours,  vicinity  XT81*61*83.  A  Company,  2-28 
Infantry  located  and  daatroyed  1C  foxholes  and  3  huts.  At  C938  hourii,  vicinity 
XT8691*23,  a  Troop,  1-1*  Cavalry  located  and  dostroyad  2  bunkers,  1-81  MM  dud,  1-105 
MM-c^,  1  mine  detector  and  1  bicycle.  At  I0l*3  hours,  vicinity  XT81j31*61*,  B  Company 

2- 28  Difantry  located  and  destroyed  a  base  camp  containing  5  huts,  25  bu^rs, 

SCO  lb?  of  polished  rice  and  2  VC  grenades.  At  1333h-)urs,  vicinity  XT8771*55»  C  Troop 
IW*  -Cavalry  la®ted  a  large  base  camp  containing  25  bunkers  and  75  meters  of  trench- 
line,  At  131*3  hours,  vicinity  XT8A6467,  B  Company  2-28  Infantry  located  and  destroyed 
twp  cooking  huts,  1000  lbs  of  polishad  rice,  100  lbs  of  salt  and  2000  lbs  of  unpolished 
rice.'  At  11*27  hours,  vicinity  XT829i*70,  C  Company,  2*aC  Difantry  located  and  destroyed 
5  boobytrapped  handgrenades  and  100  handgrenades.  At  ll*51*  houi’s,  vicinity  rP835W7 
A  Canpany  2-58  Infantry  located  and  destroyed  000-50  lb  bags  of  peanuts.  At  11*59 
hours,  vicinity  XT81*7l*59,  B  Company,  2-28  Difantry  located  and  evacuated  a  can  of 
documents  and  one  ohioom  bolt  action  rifle  with  bayonet.  At  15Q5  hours,  vicinity 
IT851»I*38,'  a  Troop,  1-1*  Cavalry  received  one  WHA  and  one  KHA  freo  a  boobytrapped  6CMM 
mOrtto/round,  At  1525  hours,  vicinity  XT877l*55,  0  Troop,  1-1*  Cavalry  located  and 
evBciiated  a  ^ary.  At  1539  hours,  vicinito  XT8551*65,  B  Company,  2-28  Infantry  located 
ahS'evaouated  a  KIC  10  sat  on  fraqueniy  Ij6»50,  At  151*6  hours,  vicinity  XT8721*52, 

C  Troop  1-1*  Cavalry  located  a  base  camp  containing  12  bunkers,  3-105’  rounds,  6  CBU's', 

3- 15,5  rpjmdis,  2-81  HH  rounds,  1-60  MM  round,  3  mausor  rifles,  1  rusted  ’shotgun  and 

oria  semi-automatic  carbine.  At  1850  hours,  vicinity  Xr86l2j6*,  C  Company  1-16 

Difahjbiy'  located  a  olvUlon  type  MLllys  *ep  license  number  0^500,  At  2318  hours, 

C  IVbCp'liJ*  Cavalry  spotted  one  individual’ abinit  30’meters  from  the  perimeter  of  the 
NDP,.  .Jt79‘rounds  wore  fired  with  unknown  results.  At  1651*  hours,  both  companies  of 
1-16.  Dvf^'try  completed  their  airlift  back  to  the  battalion  MDP.  All  battalions 
defendeg'  .l^he  same  NDP's,  The  remainder  of  the  8th  of  June  passed  without'  incident, 

09!  Jute  1967  -  The  3d  Brigade  concluded  Operation  DLOEFIELD  by  extracting  all  units 
fr^.il^ir  field, loca-bions.  The  1-1*  Cavalry  ds parted  their  NDP  at  0730  hours,  and 
mofred.'ty  road  to  PHO  LOI,  The  main  body  closed  at  1335  hours  and  the  trail  party 
closed  , at  2020  hours.  The  Squadron  becaiae  OPCCN  of  the  1st  Division  upon  closing 
Ai'J^5  hours,  -vicinity  XT01*8363,  an  SP  1*0  MM  gun  from  A  5-2  Artillery  hit  a  road 
min?|iresulting  in  minor  damage  to  the  vehicle.  At  0833  hours,  vicinity  yT789lilO, 

A  Ciapany,  2-2  Infantry  located  and  destroyed  3  anti-personnel  mines  rig^d  for 
cdliliwiid’' detonation.  At  0853  hours,  vicinity  H793l*2l*,  an  APC  from  A  Company,  2*2 
Inflntty  hit  a  1Q5  MM  dud  rigged  as  a  road  mine,  resulting  in  minor  damage  to  the 
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•VBhiclfr#  An  additional  round  was  dostroyed.  At  OJl?  hours,  vicinity 

Xr78?2tlO,  A  Ccmi^any,  2-2  Infantry  looatod  and  destroyed  one  anti-tank  mins  and  one 
shape  charge  ri’igod  for  canraand  detonation.  The  l-l6  infantry  vas  exti-aotod  frcai  LZ 
36  oowionoiixs  at  Q9S0  hours  and  olosod  Li  I  KIE  at  1102  hours.  The  2-20  Srfantry  wm 
airlifted  frcm  LZ  28  oonmencing  at  1328  hours  and  closing  LAI  i®  at  llill  hours.  At 
llj3l»  hours,  tte  2-2  .Infantry,  2-33  Artillery  (*)  and  A  Battery  6-6  Artillery  departed 
ISB  33  and  closed  Lfil  KtB  at.  iSSh  hoursi 

6.  SUPPORTBKl.FCa.CSSt 

a.  Artillery  j  The  operation  was  supported  by  2-33,  Artillery}  6-15 
Artlllory,  reinforcing)  1-5  Ariillery,  OSR)  0-6^26  Artillery)  OS.  Artillery  fires 
wore  planned  on  ,a31.I3<s  during  the- operation.  Artiliery  fdis*8  were  used  extensively 
in  support  of  ground  forces.  A  total  of  6676  rounds  of  105  Iffl  and  3513  rounds  of 
155  kM'wers  oxpended. 

b.  Air  Force  i  Tha  Air  Fcarco  provided  .aerial  observation  And  reoonnaissanoo 
throu.vhoui'  the  oporatlon.  Ajfr  Foroo  ordnonos  was  used' In  proparaiicin  of  LZ's  and 
in  support  of  .priund  forces.  A  total  of  73  oloss  air  support  sorties  ware  flown  in 
conjunction  with  the  oporatiTi. 

9.  PBSULTSt 

a,  Persomvel  Los.<3fls: 

(.1)  OS  Leases  I  1  KBA  2  WHA 

(2)  VC  Losses  {  1  KIA  (BC) 

b.  Equipollent  Losses : 

(1)  US  Losses  t  Hone 

(2)  VC  Losses* 

(a)  Weapons* 

Homamode  Shotguns 
Hcmemada  Riflas 
1*5  Caliber  Pistol 
30  CaHber  Pistol 
Shotguns 

7.62  Chioom  Plflo 
German  Houser  Riflas 
British  ?.nfi8ld  Rifles 

(b)  Amuniuion* 

Chicom  Bondgrenados 
50  .Caliber  Ainiie  Rounds 
7.62  Rounds 
7.52  Rounds 
CBB 

AT  Hines 

30  lb  Shape  Charges 
20  lb  Shape  Char.;es 
30  Caliber  Rounds 
6  inch  rounds 
105  HH  H  ounds 
■Boer  Can  Grenades 
60  HH  Rounds 
Handheld  Flares 


55  .Gallon  Drum  Expl-osivas  »  1 

55  Gallon  Drum  CS  —  1 

US  Handgranade  -  6 

rine  Detonators  -  3 

AP  Hines  -  9 

155  MI-I  Rounds  -  1* 

57  M  Rounds  -  11 

TOT  (Pounds)  -  25 

Chioom  Claymaes  «  3 

Blasting  Caps'  »  100 

?.PG  .Rouilds  -  2 
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Captured 

Destreyed 

2 

2 

s» 

1 

m 

1 

m 

11 

* 

1 

• 

3 

m 

2 

m 

2 

135 

m 

50 

145 

•» 

122 

35 

1 

19 

2 

- 

3 

• 

2 

282 

1 

«• 

6 

25 

3 
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Uongaloir^'a 
20 101  Rcynds 
Bomb  Fuae 

01  MH  Mortar  Rounds 
100  lb  Bonb 
$00  lb  Bonb  Casings 
Carblns  Maijatlnas 
IViR  Marlines 

(b)  Food  Stttffst 

nnpolisbsd  uioB  (pounds) 
Salad  <dl  (gallods} 
C*^tlonB  (b&ns) 

Salt  (pounds) 

?9unuts  (tons) 


2 

liO 

1 

3 

1 

2 

i( 

k 


$01$ 

2 

6 

100 

20 


(d)  Dooumants  round  throughout  tha  operation  wafe  avacuotsd 
through  S-2  ol^melst 


(o )  lliscoUane-'us  t 

OS'  Proteotlva  Mask 
Miners  Lamp 
VC  Flags 

Tools  Hisoellanaous 
Elactrio  Oenarator 
Ruok  Saok 
Willys  JSsp 

2VTon  Ihtamational  Truck 
Blaokboaids 
6  Volt  Batteries 
Cinbat  Boots  (pair) 

Bair  Clippers 
(blnet  Liner 
Gantaan 
Poncho  Liners 
Guitar 

Steal  Rainforcing  Rods  (ton) 

Flywheels 

Ox  Carts 

Lantam 

Cups  &  Saucers 

Oolvftnlzad  Drum 

Sleeping  Bags 

Rice  Bowls 

MiscoUanaous  tractor  parts  ware 
of  clotnlng  was  destroyodt 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

-  1 

2 

1 

3 

-  C 

1 

-  61 

-  1 

1» 

"  $ 

evacuated,  and  a  small  amount 


10,  AMimiS'IR^TIVB  MjVrrSRS'i 

a.  Supply*  Resupply  was  conducted  by  air  and  road.  No  supply  problems 
ware  ancountared. 


b«  Kalntanance  t  No  maintenance  problems  ware  encountered  durlni;  tbs 

operation, 

c,  Treatmant  of  Casualties,  Evacuation  ana  Mospitalisation:  No  unusual 
problems  were  enoountarad  with  medical  evacuation  or  treatment  of  the  wounded, 

d.  Transportation <  No  major  transi/ortation  problems  were  encountered 
during  the  operation, 

a.  Connunlcations]  Throughout  the  operatic  no  problems  were  encountered 
with  conmunicat: ons  between  tha  Brigade  CP  and  the  vaid.uUB  battalions, 

11,  ■  SRIGIAL  SQUIPHINT  i'-NB  TlCHNteOESt  No  special  equipment  or  teohrdques  were 
employed  during  this ' operation. ' 

12.  CCBMf>NIBRS  ANALYSIS  t  Operation  BUEFKLD  was  initiated  to  close  with  the 
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273d  VC  ReglmDnt  which  h'sd  been  reported  in  the  >,'xea  of  the  operation,  Howevor,  the 
VO  had  laoveii  out,  of  .tho  area  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  operation  leaving  behind 
care-taker  forces  in  the  base  camps. 

Although  little  damga  was  done  to  the  VC>  all  units  gained  much  needed 
e^qnrienoer  in  the  preparation  for  and  conduct  of  an  airmobile  assault,  resupply 
operations,  and  lunple  o.'aibr.t  operations, 

siDN:y  M.  k’RKS 
Colonel,  Difantry 
Cemaanding. 
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DEFARTKEMT  OF  THE  ARM! 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  IIIFANIRI  DIVISION 
APO  San  Rrancisco  96345 


IVOB-CG 

SUBJECT;  Pundamentalf  of  Infantry  Tactics 

TO;  Brigade,  Battalxon,  and  Company  Cranmanders 


1.  Ssdft  and  enduring  lessons  in  tactics  are  taught  by  the  Viet  Cong, 
bat  combat  experience  is  a  hard  and  costly  school.  I  am  concerned  that  as 
our  leaders  rotate,  o'Jir  battle-won  wisdom  shrinks.  However,  I  am  convinced 
that  if  we  help  successor  leaders  to  grasp  a  few  tactical  principles  and 
basic  techniques,  victory— and  corqjaratively  inexpensive  victory— will  inva¬ 
riably  crown  oiu*  future  undertakings.  Therefore,  I  have  asked  a  group  of 
seasoned  office^  s  to  draw  up  the  enclosed  conqjendium  based  on  their  combat 
experiences.  I  direct  each  of  you  to  study  it  carefully,  and  to  use  it  as 
your  guideline  for  operations  and  training. 

2«  I  will  expect  to  find  in  yom*  command,  at  the  minintum,  evidence  of 
you:*  attention  to  and  emphasis  upon; 

a.  Exploiting  artillery  and  air  firepower  for  all  missions. 

b.  Maintaining  security  and  dispersion  under  all  circumstances. 

c.  Moving  to  contact  with  particular  care  to  find  the  eneiny  with 

scouts. 

d.  Controlling  advanced  elements  tightly,  so  that  at  any  time  pre¬ 
cise  position  of  units  is  known,  and  immediate  use  of  air  and  artillery  is 
possible, 

e.  Searching  the  battlefield  with  system  and  thoroughness. 

f.  Digging  defensive  positions  which  are  well  fortified  to  the 
front  and  overhead,  with  weapons  sited  painstakingly  for  ma:cimum  surprise 
and  flarJcing  fire  upon  an  assaulting  enen^^. 

3,  The  hallmarks  of  1st  Division  leaders,  our  distinctive  professional 
traits,  have  been  (l)  violent,  massive  firepower;  (2)  firm  control  of  maneu¬ 
ver  at  all  times;  (3)  security  under  all  conditions;  (4)  cloverleaf  patrol¬ 
ling;  and  (5)  deep  foxholes  with  full  frontal  berm  overhead  cover,  and  45 
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AVDB-CG 

SUBJECT:  Fundamentals  of  Infantry  Tactics 

degree  firing  ports.  That  future  leaders  of  the  Big  Red  One  are  siadlariy 
endowed  is  my  most  serious  responsibility,  and  yours. 


h  Incl 

1.  The  Shemy 

2.  Big  Red  One 
Battle  Principles 

3.  Defense 

4.  Offense 


J.  H.  HAY 
MG,  USA 
Ccmmanding 
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THE  ENBg 


1»  INTELLIGENCE  IS  FOR  ALL  COMMANDBlSt  The  tactical  area  of  interest 
(TAOI)  of  the  1st  Division  enconpasses  BINH  DU(MG  Province—- the  seedbed  of 
armed  communism  in  Vietnam — eastern  War  Zone  C,  western  War  Zone  D,  and  the 
infiltration  routes  through  BINH  LONG  and  PHUOC  LONG  Provinces.  Table  I 
identifies  the  principal  Viet  Cong  formations  operating  within  the  TAOI, 
both  main  force  and  local  force.  1st  Division  leaders  should  take  advantage 
of  every  available  ooportunity  to  learn  about  these  units,  and  their 
strengths  and  weaknesses.  In  this  war,  intelligence  cannot  be  relegated  to 
staff  specialists;  it  governs  our  tactics  no  less  than  our  plans  and  opera¬ 
tions. 

2.  MAIN  FORCE  UNITS;  a.  Since  1962  the  Viet  Cong  have  relied  strate¬ 
gically  on  main  force  units  of  regiment  and  division  size,  composed  of  full 
time  soldiers.  The  9th  Light  Infantry  Division,  among  the  oldest  and  most 
successful  of  the  VC  main  force  organizations,  operated  during  1965  north  of 
SAIGON  down  to  the  metropolitan  suburbs.  Since  1965  operations  of  the  1st 
Division  have  driven  the  9th  Division  northward,  away  from  the  centers  of 
population,  into  the  Jungles  of  War  Zones  C  and  D,  A  series  of  tactical  de¬ 
feats  by  the  1st  Division  have  seriously  depleted  the  regiments  of  the  9th 
Division,  and  its  original  South  Vietnamese  soldiers  have  been  replaced  by 
North  Vietnamese  to  a  significant  degree,  especially  among  the  cadre  and 
leaders. 

b.  Main  force  units  normally  operate  in  elements  no  smaller  than 
battalion,  and  are  well  equipped  with  a  full  range  of  modern  infantry 


weapons,  including  heavy  machine  guns,  mortars,  and  recoilless  rifles. 

Within  the  War  Zones,  120inm  mortars  have  been  encountered,  and  artillery  and 
artillery  rockets  also  must  be  expected.  Iftiit  connrunication  equipment— 
largely  wire,  with  some  radios — is  adequate.  Some  weaknesses  may  lie  in  the 
morale^  motivation,  and  state  of  training  of  the  VC  soldiers  within  main 
force  units  stemming  from  tensions  between  Northerners  and  Southerners, 
continued  deprivation  of  the  pleasures  of  civilization,  lack  of  familiarity 
with  the  terrain,  disease,  and  in  some  instances  starvation.  These 
occasionally  detract  from  miit  efficiency,  but  not  dependably  so. 

3.  LOCAl  FORCE  UNITS;  The  Viet  Cong  continue  to  wqge  intensive  war 
with  full  time  guerrillas  (organized  usually  into  district  conpanies  or  pro¬ 
vincial  battalions),  part-time  guerrillas  (usually  district  companies),  and 
village  militia  (clandestine  activists).  Local  force  units  are  often,  but 
not  always,  poorly  equipped  in  most  respects,  but  the  local  force  guerrilla 
can  be  a  better  trained,  more  resolute  foe  than  his  main  force  counterpart. 
The  style  of  the  main  force  is  regimental  attack  or  ambushj  that  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  force  a  two-man  claymore  attack  or  a  road  mining.  The  strength  of  the 
local  force  is  the  guerrilla's  ability,  through  long  familiarity  with  his 
own  neighborhood,  to  merge  with  the  populace  or  fade  quickly  into  a  base 
camp  once  he  strikes. 

4,  BASE  CAMPS;  a.  For  both  main  force  and  local  force  units,  base 
camps  are  essential  for  survival.  Deeply  rooted  in  Communist  doctrine  is 
the  in?)ortance  of  a  "secure  base  area"  for  guerrilla  operations.  The  local 
force  xmits  tend  to  place  their  reliance  on  numerous  small  camps  dispersed 
throughout  their  areas  of  operations.  In  BINH  DUONG  Province  virtually  every 
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patch  of  woods  conceals  at  least  one  small  clrcnlar  entrenchment  with  asso~ 
dated  bvtakers  and  ttomels,  and  each  Iccal  force  unit  has  at  least  coe  ela¬ 
borately  fortified  refuge;  larger  units  have  a  tunnel  coi^lex  in  which  their 
hospl.tal  and  headquarters  are  located.  Some  of  these  tunnels  are  more  than 
20  years  old,  and  many  are  hundreds  of  meters  in  l«mgth.  Local  force  base 
camps  are  usually  extensively  booby  trapped,  and  often  protected  by  punji 
pits.  Main  force  base  camps  are  usually  not  so  well  guarded  by  mines;  they 
are,  of  coarse,  larger,  and  frequently  include  training  facilities,  such  as 
rifle  ranges  and  classrooms.  Having  constructed  numerous,  well  fortified, 
pre-stocked  base  can?)s  throiighout  his  area  of  operations,  the  enemy  may 
shift  his  forces  as  the  situation  dictates,  either  for  offensive  or  for 
defensive  reasons. 

b.  Any  defended  Viet  Cong  base  camp  presents  a  fomadable  problan 
to  attackers.  One  local  force  squad  has  been  jknown  to  withstand  assault  by 
two  US  infantry  companies,  and  even  a  VC  sniper  or  two,  firing  from  within 
a  mined  canp,  can  inflict  numerous  casualties  on  a  maneuvering  force, 
(toliteration  of  local  base  camps  and  surrounding  Jungles  using  bulldosers 
has  unquestionably  been  effective.  However,  our  attempts  to  demolish  base 
canps,  using  explosives,  have  been  conparatively  unsuccessful.  Evidence 
stiggc'jts  that  the  enemy  soon  re-enters  and  restores  partially  damaged  base 
caaps  unless  constant  patrolling,  or  other  US  counter-action  prevents  him, 

5.  COMMUNICATION-LIAISOH  ROUTES;  The  military  organization  of  the 
enemy  is  patterned  after  the  cellul^u•  organization  of  the  Communist  party. 
General  dissemination  of  combat  intelligence,  and  even  information  on  Viet 
Cong  dispositions  is  rare;  leaders  are  discouraged  from  inquiring  into 
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situations  beyond  their  o»m  unit  and  area  of  operation.  Accordingly,  fixed 
eoamunication-liaison  routes  assume  great  inportance  to  the  Viet  Cong  units 
moving  from  one  zone  to  another,  since  they  must  usually  follow  an  esta¬ 
blished  chain  of  base  camps  using  a  series  of  guides  to  pass  from  one  area 
to  the  other.  Supply  parties  and  messengers  follow  the  same  routes j  iVe- 
quent  "cut— outs”  and  transfer  points  are  prescribed.  US  interdiction  of 
such  routes  invariably  causes  confusion  and  dismay. 

6.  yc  ATTACKS;  Viet  Cong  offensive  operations  are  usually  launched 
from  a  base  can^j,  and  participating  troops  are  well  rehearsed  in  vdthdra- 
wal  routes,  primary  and  alternate,  from  the  point  of  attack  to  the  same  or 
another  base  camp.  It  is  important  to  appreciate  that  all  enemy  military 
doctrine  is  couched  in  offensive  terminology.  Viet  Cong  "counter  sweep" 
operations~the  posture  the  Viet  Cong  assume  to  defend  against  large  search 
and  destroy  operations — are  described  in  their  orders  and  other  documents 
in  terms  of  attacks  by  small  groups  iQJon  the  advancing  enemy.  In  practice, 
this  means  the  enemy  units  dispatch  small  elements  to  conduct  harassing 
counter-attacks  with  mortars,  rifle  grenades,  claymores,  and  other  mines 
as  the  situation  permits.  This  tactic  is  intended  to  maintain  close  con¬ 
tact  with  our  forces,  thus  reducing  vulnerability  to  our  fires.  Counter 
sweeps  also  visualize  the  gradual  intensification  of  harassing  acti'-ns  up 
to  and  including  all  out  attacks  upon  our  forces  once  they  appear  fatigued 
or  depleted,  and  their  strengths  and  vulnerabilities  have  been  accurately 
appraised.  The  terminology  "attack"  embraces  any  means  of  producing  casual¬ 
ties  among  allied  forces,  including  setting  pressure  mines  in  the  road. 
Mortar  attacks  on  US  bases,  both  artillery  field  positions  '>nd  our  permanent 
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baseSj,  is  a  preferred  Viet  Cong  mode  of  offensive  action.  A  meeting  engage¬ 
ment  outside  fortifications  with  Viet  Cong  forces  larger  than  platoon  is 
rare,  but  there  have  been  at  least  three  instances  in  the  past  year  of  a 
Viet  Cong  force  engaging,  by  what  appeared  to  be  an  in^jronptu  ambush,  a  US 
rifle  con^any  patrolling  in  the  jungle.  The  Viet  Cong  prefer  better  odds 
and  more  carefully  reconnoitered  and  planned  operations.  One  favored  form 
is  the  regimental  ambush  of  a  vehicular  column  on  a  road*— a  tactic  to  which 
the  9th  Light  Infantry  Oivision  resorted  three  times  in  the  course  of  two 
months  in  the  suianer  of  1966.  Another  preference  is  a  regimental  assault 
upon  a  US  defensive  position.  Post-battle  analysis  suggests  that  the  enemy 
plana  his  maneuver  basically  on  terrain  information,  that  is,  knowing  we 
were  occupying  a  position  in  a  given  clearing,  he  maneuvered  into  position 
to  attack  the  clearing.  However,  usually  his  attack  was  preceded  by  ground 
reconnaissance  and  probes  designed  to  single  out  locations  of  our  automatic 
weapons,  and  identify  weak  points  in  our  defense.  Invariably,  his  attacks 
were  preceded  by  intense  mortaring  and  numerous  volleys  froa  direct  fire 
weapons.  His  assault,  when  it  was  launched,  was  delivered  over  a  wide  front, 
but  he  concentrated  a  large  mass  of  his  infantry  in  considerable  depth  iQ3on 
one  small  sector  of  our  position  in  an  effort  to  penetrate  at  that  point.  A 
nianber  of  these  large  scale  attacks  were  launched  in  the  early  morning  hours, 
as  though  the  attackers  expected  to  capitalize  upon  the  first  daylight  during 
the  latter  stages  of  their  assault,  when  they  had  penetrated  our  position. 

The  assault  itself  was  intense  and  aggressively  pressed,  with  heavy  reliance 
being  placed  on  hand  grenades  as  well  as  the  submachine  gun.  All  these 
attacks  were  markedly  unsuccessful;  enemy  initiated  ground  attacks  were  the 
greatest  single  source  of  enemy  losses  over  the  past  year. 


table  I  PRINCIPAL  VIET  CONS  FORCES  1ST  INPANffiY  DIVISION  TAOI 


MAIN  FORCES 

9th  VC  Division 
271st  VC  Regiment 
272d  VC  Regiment 
273d  VC  Regiment 


AREA  OF  OPBIATIONS 

War  Zones  C&D 


7th  NVA  Division 
52d  NVA  Regiment 
lAlst  NVA  Regiment 
165th  NVA  Regiment 


101st  NVA  Regiment 


LOCAL  FORCES 
PHU  LOI  Battalion 


C6l  Confiany 
C62  Company 
C63  Company 
C64  Company 
C70  Compai^ 
C81  Company 


PHUOC  LONG  and  BINH 
LONG  Province 
War  Zone  C 


War  Zone  C&D 


BINH  DUONG  Province 


South  ben  cat  District 
CHANH  THANH  District 
LAI  TOIEU  District 
DAU  TIEMG  District 
BINH  LONG 

North  BEN  CAT  District 


POLITICAL  HEADQUARTERS 

COSVN  Located  in  War  Z<me  C 


REMARKS 


A  highly  mobile  light  infantry  divi¬ 
sion  which  normally  conducts  regi¬ 
mental  size  operations.  Oldest  VG 
division  in  the  III  Corps  Tactical  . 
Zone,  this  division  has  been  the  Ist 
Infantry  Division's  primary  opponent. 

Elements  of  this  division  entered 
the  Corps  Tactical  Zone  in  1965.  It 
is  believed  the  division  ivas  formed 
during  1966.  Ridden  with  disease, 
this  unit  is  only  just  beginning  to 
be  a  combat  effective  unit. 

Independent  mobile  regiment  formerly 
under  the  operational  control  of  the 
9th  VC  Division. 


A  well  trained,  high  morale  provin¬ 
cial  battalion.  The  1st  Infantry 
Division  has  had  frequent  contacts 
with  this  battalion.  It  is  the 
principal  local  force  battalion  in 
the  division  area. 

Viet  Cong  district  companies  vriiich 
vary  in  strength  from  50  to  120  men. 
These  companies  are  armed  with  mixed 
weapons.  Their  combat  effectiveness 
varies  from  the  highly  proficient 
with  high  morale  to  those  which  are 
combat  ineffective  in  other  than 
platoon  level  operations.  These ccm- 
panies  operate  within  their  districts 
and  reinforce  the  hamlet  and  village 
guerrillas. 


Political  and  military  headquarters 
directing  all  militaiy  and  political 
elements  of  the  Viet  Cong  effort  in 
the  majority  of  South  Vietnam. 
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TIBLE I  (coartiimtd'i 


Military  Kagion  I 


Military  Region  IV 


Military  Region  10 


AWBA  Of  OPHUTIOBS 
Located  in  Mar  Zone  D 


Located  in  Sontheaatem 
BINH  DOOMO 


Probably  located  in 
PHUOG  LONG 


REMARKS 

Babordinate  to  COSVN,  Controls  and 
directs  VC  actiTity  in  all  of  the 
III  Corps  area  except  SAIGON,  BINH 
LONG,  BINH  TUT,  and  PHUOC  LONG  areas. 

Controls  VC  activity,  political  and 
military,  in  SAIGON  and  its  surroun¬ 
ding  district. 

Nnr  region  in  two  northernmort  pr^ 
Vinces  of  HI  Corps  area— BINH  LONG 
and  PHOCO  IDNG  training  and  recupera¬ 
tion  base  for  infiltrating  units. 
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BIG  RED  OME  BATTLE  PRINCIPLES 


1.  Infantry,  armor,  and  Arn^'  aviation  find  the  enemy, 

2.  Air  and  artillery  kill  the  eneny. 

3.  Battalion  commanders  must  know  unit  locations  within  10 
meters  at  all  times « 

U,  Keep  plans  and  schemes  of  maneuver  single. 

Put  your  back  to  a  landing  zone, 

6.  Foxholes  are  deep,  properly  sited,  camouflaged,  have  full 
overhead  cover  and  a  frontal  protective  berm. 
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DEgEHSS 


1,  TEAMWORK;  The  let  DlTislon  has  earned  well  a  reputation  for  build¬ 
ing  sound  defenses,  and  fighting  from  them  laagnifieently.  But  reputation 
will  newer  defeat  an  attacking  Viet  Coag  force.  Perhaps  more  than  any  other 
type  of  operation,  successful  defense  hinges  on  sotmd  planning,  hard  prepara¬ 
tory  work,  vigorous  execution,  and  aggressive  follow-up  at  every  level; 

^ne  rifleman  whose  shovel,  muscle,  weapon,  and  courage  are  the 
foundation  of  the  defense, 

■•‘The  NCO  vdiose  Joiow-how  shapes  and  ties  together  the  position,  who 
leads  the  defenders  at  the  point  of  decision. 

■“The  conroany  officer  who  lays  out  the  position,  and  controls  the 
infantry  weapons. 

■“The  battalion  COTimander  who  selects  key  weapon  positions,  arranges 
artilleiy  concentrations,  and  pre-planned  air,  and  commands  the  fight  cm  the 
ground, 

■“The  brigade  commander  who  supervises  preparation,  and  manages  from 
the  air  fires  and  exploiting  maneuver. 

2.  THE  US  COUNTER  TO  ATTACK;  The  Viet  Cong  are  a  tough  aivi  wily 

foe  from  whom  surprises  are  to  be  expected.  Nonetheless,  their  doctrine  and 
training  seems  to  compel  them  to  follow  a  pattern.  Usually  their  attacks  are 
preceded  by  reconnaissance  and  light  probes  designed  to  delineate  our  posi¬ 
tions,  locate  our  key  weapons,  and  identify  weak  spots  in  our  line.  They  then 
bring  their  mortars  and  recoxUess  rifle  well  forward,  and  lay  them  directly 
on  specific  US  weapons  whose  positions  they  fix  during  the  reconnaissance. 
Their  attack  itself  is  heralded  by  intense  fires  from  these  heavy  weapons, 
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TABLE  1 


VC  ATTACK  ft  US  COUNTER 


EMEMT  TACTIC 


(l)  '‘^connalssaneet  probes,  harassaent, 
pre-attack  targeting 


(2)  ^Indirect  fires  mortars,  recoilless 

rifles,  rifle  grenades 

(3)  ^Direct  fires  recoilless  rifles, 

RPC,  MG,  claymores 

(4)  *Frontal  assaults  SMG  and  grenades; 

concentrated  infantry 


1ST  DIVISION  DEFfUSE 


(1)  ^KJounber-recon  secwity  screens 

LP  &  OP *3  trip  flares  and  clay¬ 
mores 

^KJamouflaged  positions 
*RLre  discipline 

(2)  ^Overhead  cover 


(3)  ■^‘Camouflaged  positiwis 
■‘‘Low  silhouettes 
■“Fbll  frontal  berms 

(4)  ■‘H'Jire  and  other  obstacles 
■‘‘Trip  flares 
■“Claymores 

■“Pull  frontal  berms 
■“Flanking,  grazing  fire 
■“Positions  in  depth 
“Large  caliber  direct  fire 


followed  by  a  fronta],  assault  of  the  US  line.  The  assault  infantry  are 
normally  led  by  submachine  gunners  firing  ccaitinuously  from  the  hip  as  they 
run,  supplemented  by  grenadiers,  1st  Division  defenses  are  design^ed  to 
fru3+-rate  both  enemy  heavy  weapons,  and  enemy  infantry  assault.  Table  I 
outlines  the'  means  by  which  we,  counter  specific  enen^’’  tacticsi 

3,  i-IGHTING  POSITIONS;  The  Big  Red  One  fighting  position  adheres  to 
the  following  principles: 

a.  A  frontal  protect'.ve  berm  to  deflect  direct  fire, 

b.  Forty-five  de^ee  firing  ports, 

c.  Pull  overhead  cover, 

d.  Camouflaged  to  blend  into  the  background, 

e.  Low  silhouette, 

f.  Permits  ”Bee  Hive"  rounds  to  be  fired  without  endangering 
occupants, 

g.  Is  continually  improved  so  long  as  position  is  occupj.ed, 

U*  SITE  SELECTION;  Difficulty  vdth  an  individual  position— inability 
to  perform  mission  or  extensive  labor — usually  starts  \dth  poor  choice  of 
site.  Leaders  must  look  for  the  ground  with  best  command  of  long  graze  in 
their  sector,  and  en?)lace  their  automatic  weapons  there.  They  should  also 
look  for  natural  cover  and  concealment  for  positions,  and  use  it  well.  Each 
machine  gun  should  be  protected  by  at  least  two  rifle  positions.  Positions 
should  be  sited  in  depth,  that  is,  displaced  from  front  t  rear  meters 

from  one  another,  as  in  the  following  idealized  diagrams  ^Figures  1  and  2), 

It  is  not  sufftcient  for  a  company  commander,  platoon  leader,  or  squad  leader 
to  simply  locate  his  unit  upon  the  general  trace  of  a  perimeter  and  begin  to 


dig.  These  leaders  mst  develop  a  sensitirLty  for  the  defetkiihW  poeslblUty 
of  any  piece  of  ground  their  unit  occiqpies.  They  must  visualize  how  the 
defense  of  their  assigned  sector  vdll  develop.  They  must  be  alsit  to  the 
slightest  changes  in  the  lie  of  the  terrain;  by  moving  the  tentative  location 
of  a  position  as  little  as  five  feet,  a  fine  field  of  fire  may  devel<^,  or 
there  may  be  provided  a  site  offering  classic  cover  and  concealment,  leaders 
must  develop  the  facility  to  visualize  the  role  eacn  position  idLlI  play  in 
the  defense,  and  how  the  vriiole  sector  will  interlock  into  a  coordinated  sys¬ 
tem  of  mutually  supporting;  positions.  They  must  walk  the  terrain,  identify 
avenues  of  approach,  and  calculate  how  to  defeat  enemy  assault  on  those 
approaches.  In  selecting  his  position  the  commander  will,  if  possible,  avoid 
pushing  the  defensive  perimeter  out  to  the  tree  line  at  the  edge  of  a  clearing. 
Vfell  dag-in  positions  in  the  open,  covered  by  listening  posts  in  the  forest, 
take  'Advantage  of  available  fields  of  fire,  and  are  also  less  vulnerable  to 
attack  by  mortars  since  tree  bursts  cannot  inpact  directly  uppn  tne  unit,  me 
commander  will  site  his  fighting  positions  to  form  a  perimeter  in  -depth,  avoid¬ 
ing  a  lineal  or  regular  circle  configuration,  and  to  interlock  positions  for 
maximum  mutual  support  by  flanking  and  covering  fires  amwsg  inidividual  posi¬ 
tions.  He  will  take  steps  to  insure  tnau  eacn  soldier  vdll  know  his  own  field 
of  fire  and  that  of  supporting  positions,  and  that  each  of  the  subordinate 
leaders  will  know  the  same  information  for  all  the  positions  unoer  his  command, 
plus  the  planned  mortar  and  artillery  fires  (to  include  planned  “bee-hive*' 
fires)  which  can  support  his  area'  of  responsibility.  Normally,  he  will  est^- 
lish  a  unit  SOP  for  the  defwise  and  follow  it,  but  any  SOP  must  provide  for 
siting  or  checking  key  positions  by  the  defense  commander,  and  his  designating 
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which  shall  be  two,  three,,  or  four  man  positions.  ' 

5.  SEQUENCE  OF  WCftK;  a.  Select  site,  'Primary  concern  is  fields  of 
fire,  but  look  also  for  natural  cover  and'  concealment  for  each  position.  Walk 
key  machine  gun  final  protective  lines'  to  check  the-  selected  position,  and  bo 
identify  dead  space. 

b.  Plan  camouflage.  Calculate,  how  position  will  be  blended  into 
background,  and  establish  paths  for  ai^roaching  site,  for  pitching  tents, 
and  for  passing  forward  to  clear  fire  lanes. 

c»  Dig  a  foxhole  throwing  up  spoil  to  form  a  berm,  which  is  progres¬ 
sively  packed,  formed ^  and  apertured. 

d.  Clear  (or  preferable  selectively  thin  out)  fields  of  fire,  to 
jarovide  fire  lane  down  each  FPL,  and  observation  over  the  whole  assigned  sector. 

e.  Complete  walking  FPL‘s  and  prepare  range  cards. 

f .  fii?5lace  claymoresi  a  minimum  of  one  per  man. 

g.  Hi?3lace  wire.  A  fraital  perimeter  barriw  line  of  trip  flares, 
plus  concertina  <if  available),  and  obstacles  along  the  friendly  side  or  each 
FPL. 

h.  Continue  to  ingjrove  fojchole.  Stock  hole  with  aamo,  providing 
storage  niches. 

i.  Put  overhead  cover  on  foxholes. 

Con?)lete  camouflage  of  front. 

k.  Dig  entrance  trench,  and  supplementary  hole(3),  and  camouflage  them. 

l.  Camouflage  tents  and  paths.' 

m.  Dig  comnunications  trenches  and  reserve  positions  and  camouflage. 
Camouflage  will  be  replaced  as  needed,  berm. improved  as  appropriate,  covered 
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flr«t«aa  will  use  overwatch  within  the  fireteam  (half  moving  and  half  over- 
mtehiag)*  The  forward  movenhmt  is  by  bounds*  This  type  of  movement  again 
•Uowt  the  alnlinum  number  of  men  to  become  engaged  by  the  same  source  of 
flrepcetir  at  once,  and  someone  to  return  fire  immediately.  When  this  squad 
has  moved  100  to. 200  meters,  depending  on  terrain,  the  squad  leader  will  set 
up  a  defense  position  and  send  his  fireteams,  one  at  a  time,  to  the  flanks  in 
a  clcvsrleaf.  The  fireteam  (cloverleafing)  will  advance  using  the  overwatdh 
within  the  fireteam  (half  moving  and  half  in  a  position  overwatching).  The 
etner  liroteam  will  always  be  overwatching.  When  this  action  is  coupleted, 
he  will  call  the  platoon  leader  >rtio  will  displace  the  platoon  forward,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  con^any  until  contact  is  made  with  the  point.  As  soon  as  contact 
is  made  with  the  point,  it  will  move  out  again  repeating  the  same  steps.  The 
e<aq>any  will,  upon  closing  on  the  point  squad,  set  out  security  iaaoediately 
and  then  send  patrols  out  to  the  flanks,  (Each  rifle  platoon  will  send  a 
petrol  to  both  flanks.)  The  patrols  will  go  out,  depending  on  terrain,  no 
less  than  40  meters.  The  T^ar  platoon  will,  in  addition  to  cloverleafing, 
sand  security  to  the  rear.  The  platoon  directly  behind  the  ccnpany  Hq  group 
should  send  security  to  secure  the  comnand  group,  ’Vhen  all  clover-leaf  pat¬ 
rols  have  returned,  the  company  commander  must  be  notified  so  that  he  can 
move  the  company  forward  upon  the  call  from  the  point  element.  This  type  of 
movement  is  slow  and  requires  practice,  good  control  and  lots  of  patience; 
however,  time  and  again,  units  using  the  cloverleaf  have  scouted  out  the  enemy, 
destroyed  him  by  fire,  and  then  maneuvered  in  upon  his  positions  without 
serious  casualties.  The  cloverleaf  method  is  slow.  The  con?>any  depicted 
(W-gure  1 )  will  cover  only  about  2000  meters  in  aight  hours  of  advancing.  Some 


eoimnanders  who  haTe  elected  to  adwaoee  othendae  have  taken  heavy  easnaltiea 
in  their  lead  platoon  and  suffered  acre  attenqpting  to  extricate  than.  It 
is  difficult  to  outline  the  application  of  the  clover-leaf  principle  which 
would  correspond  to  every  situation.  The  preceding  exanple  is  merely  illust¬ 
rative.  Occasions  will  arise  when  greater  speed  of  movement  will  be  dictated 
by  mission,  terrain,  or  enemy  situation.  The  clover-leaf  principle  holds 
that  the  rifle  con^jany  will  advance  preceded  by  patrols  in  all  directions. 
Successfijl  en^loyment  of  the  clover-leaf  principle  requires  intense  practice: 
sand  tables  or  chalk  drills  at  platoon  ana  company  level,  and  practical  exer¬ 
cises  on  terrain,  as  often  as  possible.  Success  also  requires  patience  of 
commanders  at  battalion  level  and  above,  for  they  must  accept  the  inherently 
slower  pace  of  advance  >rtiich  adherence  to  the  clover-leaf  principle  dmrnnds. 


A*  ACTIONS  UPON  CONTACT.  Sieay  contact  in  the  Jxmgle  ueaallj  occurs 


at  point  blank  range^,  and  more  often  than  not  the  eneaqr  vdll  enj<^  advan¬ 
tages  of  fortifications,  snipers  in  trees,  comnunication  trenches,  and 
minefields  to  his  front  and  flanks.  It  is  imperative  that  upon  contact, 
at  all  echelons,  teamwork  begins  as  follows: 

a.  Con^jany  in  contact.  High  volume  of  fire  in  direction  of  enemjr, 
not  neglecting  trees.  Immediately  mark  most  advanced  elements  and  flanks 
with  smoke.  Report  direction  (magnetic  azimuth)  to  enemy,  and  range  from 
one  marking.  Initiate  artillery  fire  mission,  '^'flthdraw  to  place  at  least 
50  meters  between  most  forward  element  and  entomy.  Straighten  line  parallel 

to  eneinjr  line,  or  to  desired  air  strike  runs.  Report  estimated  eneny  strength, 
equipment,  and  direction  withdrawal  (if  any). 

b.  Pattalion  commander.  Immediately  request  FAC,  air  strikes,  and 
artillery  observer.  Locate  precisely  bv  map  grid  point  of  contact  and  mark 
fcjT  FAC.  Initiate  artillery  blocking  fires,  if  company  FO  has  not  done  so. 
Alert  reserves,  medical  evacuation  aviation,  and  emergency  resupply.  Control 
air  strikes  if  company  commander  not  in  position  to  do  so. 

c.  Commanders  at  all  echelons.  Aggressive  instincts  to  flank  the 
eneny  position  must  be  curbed.  Once  the  eneny  position  is  established,  all 
commanders  must  strain  their  resources  to  bring  available  fires  to  bear  on 
the  enemy.  Each  comaander  from  con^jany  on  up  must  be  capable  of  employing 
air  and  artillery,  practiced  in  utilizing  the  channels  of  communications 
for  each,  and  quick  to  initiate  action  to  bring  each  into  play.  The  most 
crucial  information  which  the  unit  in  contact  must  supply  is  the  direction 
in  which  the  enemy  is  withdrawing.  Based  on  this  sensing,  conmanders  at 
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higher  echelons  deliver  fires  to  block  the  avenue  of  enemy  >dthdrawal  or 
reinforcement.  Fires  are  shifted  outward  from  the  point  of  contact  progres¬ 
sively,  and  are  discontinued  only  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  battalion  or 
brigade  canmander,  the  enemy  has  escaped.  The  inception  of  a  heavy  volume  of 
artillery  fire,  and  sustained  fire  can  be  facilitated  by  (l)  "walking"  fires 
in  advance  of  and  to  the  flanks  of  the  unit  as  it  moves  to  contact,  and  (2) 
keeping  the  artillery  shooting  despite  use  of  air  in  the  target  area.  Upon 
contact,  time  should  not  be  wasted  on  prolonged  atteupts  to  fix  precise  tar¬ 
gets.  It  is  imperative  that  the  supporting  fires  be  initiated  inmediately. 

They  can  be  initiated  at  a  greater  distance  and  subsequently  is  worKed  toward 
the  unit  as  the  situation  clarifies.  Battailon  and  brigade  commanders  must 
continually  keep  informed  of  the  location  of  friendly  fire  support  bases, 
and  periodically  war  game  the  simultaneous  employment  of  air  and  artillery 
in  the  event  of  contact.  As  a  rule,  artillery  should  never  be  cut  off  to 
facilitate  delivery  of  air?  rather,  it  sliould  be  shifted  to  augment  the  air 
in  a  blocking  role.  Constantly  adjusted  air-artillery  fire  control  lines 
can  be  employed.  Experience  confirms  that  once  artillery  is  out  oft  in  favc: 
of  air,  excessive  time  is  lost  in  resuming  fire.  Experience  also  tinderscores 
the  importance  of  the  battalion  commander  choosing  correctly  among  the  rela¬ 
tive  advantages  of  air  and  artillery  in  each  given  situation.  In  general, 
air  is  the  preferred  instrument  in  dense  jungle-  or  against  base  camps,  because 
it  can  be  delivered  dependahly  very  close  to  troops.  Napai";  is  a  fine  close 
support  weapon,  but  should  always  be  deliv'.Ted  parallel  to  the  friendly  front. 
C3U  is  deadly  against  enamy  oui.yj.yo  fortif.l  jatioviS,  and  should  also  be  deli¬ 
vered  parallel.  Bombs  are  the  answer  to  VC  emplaseraents.  Light  artillery 
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is  generally  ineffective  against  fortifications,  but  is  a  fine,  high  volume 
antipersonnel  weapon  capable  of  achieving,  local  fire  superiority  if  nothing 
else,  light  artillery  and  mortars  can,  of  course,  .be  fired  in  close  support, 
but  these  too  perform  more  reliably. tired  parallel  to  friendly  front.  Medium 
and  heavy  artillery  must  be  echeloned  in  depth  from  friendly  troops,  but  can 
effectively  destroy  VC  fortifications.  The  mastery  of  fire  control  and  fire 
coordination  Is  the  most  inportant  challenge  faced  by  battalion  and  brigade 
commanders  In  Vietnam.  Delegation  of  fire  boosdinatlon  is  impossible j  only 
the  commander  or  the  has  the  feel  for  the  situation  required, 

5«  FOLLOW-UP  TO  FIREPOWER;  When  in  the  Judgment  of  the  commanders 
concerned  fires  <«r  the  eneny  have  been  effective,  the  advance  will  be  resumed. 
Security  to  front  and  flanks  is  restored,  and  the  unit  enters  the  enemy  posi¬ 
tion.  At  this  time  the  mission  of  thS  infantry  is  thorough  police  of  the 
battlefield.  The  Viet  Cong  are  adroit  at  concealing  personnel,  arms,  documents; 
and  other  valuables,  and  care  and  imagination  are  necessary  for  the  searchers 
to  ferret  out  the  fruits  of  victory.  Prisoners  are  especially  valuable  in 
this  conflict,  and  pains  should  be  taken  to  capture,  safeguard,  and  treat 
medically  any  VC  who  survive  our  bonbardmcnt.  Any  documents,  no  matter  how 
unimportant  ap^aring  they  may  be,  should  be  evacuated.  It  should  be  a  matter 
of  pride  to  any  infantry  unit  that  an  area  it  has  searched  is  left  devoid  of 
intclUgence. 

6.  ROAD  CLEARING  OPERAHONS;  Offensive  operations  frequently  entail 
securinK  a  road  for  use  as  an  M5R,  In  undertaking  to  clear  a  road,  infantry 
eonnanders  should  coamenee  operations  b7  passing  troops  in  V  formation  down 
the  road,  with  the  opening  of  the  V  in  the  direction  of  advance*  The  ends 
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of  the  wings  echeloned  forward  and  outward  from  the  road  should  be  at  least 
100  meters  away  from  the  ditchline,  ^nd  the  soldiers  therein  should  be  care- 
fully  instructed  to  search  for  wires  and  other  signs  of  command  detonated 
r, lines  or  claymores.  At  the  point  of  the  V,  on  the  road  itself,  about  200 


Figure  ?,  Inverted  V  for  road  clearing 
meters  rearward,  should  be  mine  sweep  teams, 

Sbcperience  establishes  that  the  best  mine  detector  we  possess  is  an  a3  ert 
infantr3mtan  ’-ath  a  keen  eye,  noticing  tracks,  disturbances  in  the  surface 
of  the  road,  or  wires.  Once  the  initial  clearing  patrol  moves  do'.'/n  the 
road,  the  road  must  be  secured  against  re-mining  and  snipers.  TSroops  or 
armor  assigned  the  securing  mission  must  penetrate  into  the  vegetation  along¬ 
side  the  road  to  beyond  the  limits  of  visibility,  ^nd  must  patrol  actively. 
Above  all,  troops  engaged  in  road  clearing  must  remain  aiert  and  dispersed 
at  all  times;  in  any  other  nosture,  they  court  multiple  casualties  from 
claymores  or  other  comand  detonated  mines. 
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